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IN  Vol.  III. 

Letter    I.        P.  i — 53. 

/^OUNT  Donop  repulfed  in  the  attack  upon  Red-bank j  p.  t. 
^^  The  American  and  Britifli  force  under  Wajbington  and 
HowBy  p.  3.  Mud-ifland,  p^  4 — reduced,  p.  8.  The  Jme^ 
rican  army  at  White  Marjh^  p.  10— hut  at  VaUey^forge^  p.  ii— • 
their  diftrefs,  p.  12.  Complaints  of  prifoners  being  ill-ufed, 
p.  15.  Mr.  prefident  i&^f (jfi  takes  leave  of  congrefs,  p.  i8« 
The  confederation^  p.  23.  A£ts  of  congrefs,  p.  36 — refolve  ta 
recall  Mr.  Silas  Deane^  p.  38 — refolve  refpefting  a  loan  from 
France  and  Spain^  p.  40 — refpe£ling  the  deputy  clothier  general 
at  Bojion^  p.  42.  The  convention  troops  at  Cambridge^  and  the 
refolutions  of  congrefs  for  their  detention,  p.  44.  Nav^l  cap« 
tures,  p.  51. 

r  ,  , 

L  E  T  T  E  R      II.  P.  54 — 92. 

A  defign  to  remove  general  Wajhington  from  the;  command  (^ 
the  American  army,  p.  54.  Congrefs  receive  a  packet  of  blank 
papers^  p.  60.  The  diftrefles  of  the  Americans  at  Valley-fcrrge^  p» 
62.  Wajhington^  thoughts  upon  providing  half-pay  for  the 
ofiicers,  p.  63.  Defects  in  the  American  medical  department, 
p.  70.  AcSts  of  congrefs,  p.  73.  They  receive  the  treaties 
concluded  between  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States^  p. 
80 — addrefs  the  inhat)itants  of  the  United  States^  p.  83.  The 
South  Carolinians  new  model  their  temporary  form  of  govern- 
ment, p.  85.  Th^  Randolph  frigate  blown  up,  p.  87.  The 
Mifchianza  in  honor  of  Sir  W.  Howe^  p.  90.  l^he  marquis  de 
la  Fayette^  with  2500  men,  narrowly  efcapes  being  cut  ofF  by  the 
Britijh  ioxc^Sj  P«  9i« 

Letter    IIL       P.  92 — 115. 

The  conduft  of  the  French^  p.  93.  Upon  the  news  of  the 
Saratoga  convention,  the  American  commiffioners  are  received 
by  the  court  in  their  public  character,  p.  96.  Preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  are  delivered  to  them,  p.  98.  The  Z^/^^c^  merchants 
raife  money  for  the  relief  of  the  American  prifoners,  p.  99.  Mi- 
nifterial  attempts  for  raifmg  a  body  of  troops,  by  a  voluntary 
fupply  from  the  people,  p.  100.  The  treaties  bttwecn  France 
and  the  United  States  are  figned,  p.  103.  Lord  North's  conci- 
liatory propofitions,  p.  104.  General  Gates's  letter  to  the  earl 
cf  Thanet^  p.  106.  The  French  refcript  informing  the  Britijh 
court  of  the  treaty  between  France  and  the  United  Status  and 
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^c  farfife  laid  before  the  houfe  of  commons,  p.  io8.  The  Airti^ 
tican  commiiEoners  have  a  public  audience  of  the  French  king, 
p.  no.  Lord  CA^z/^(2/«  feized  with  a  fainting,  while  engaged 
in  fpeaking  againft  the  acknowledgment  oi  American  independence^ 
p.  III.  Count  d^EJiaing  fails  from  Toulony  p.  112.  An  ad 
pafled  for  relieving  the  papifts,  p.  113.  Admiral  Keppel{^\\s  on 
a  cruife  c^  Ujhant,  p.  iis» 

Letter    IV.        P.  116 — 127. 

Accounts  of  admiral  Keppel^  p.  116.    He  engages  the  French 
fleet  under  count  d'Orvilliers^   p.   122 — returns  to  Plymouthy 

p.  125. 

Letter    V.        P.  127 — 203. 

The  Britijh  commiflioners  for  reftoring  peace  arrive  at  Phi- 
ladelphia,  p.  129.  The  Britifi  army  under  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
evacuate  th^t  city,  p.  131.  The  American  army  purfue  them, 
p.  133.  Sir  H.  Clinton  changes  the  difpofition  of  his  troops, 
p.  135.  General  Lee^  with  the  advanced  American  corps,  or- 
dered to  fall  upon  thereat  of  the  Britijh^  p.  136.  Some  firing 
between  them,  p.  141.  Lee*s  corps  retreats,  p.  144.  JVaJh^ 
ington  meets  the  troops,  and  orders  them  to  make  a  ftand,  p. 
146.  The  Britijh  are  checked,  p.  147 — and  at  length  com- 
pelled to  give  way,  p.  148.  They  arrive  at  Sandy  Hook^  p.  150. 
General  Lee  has  charges  exhibited  againft  him,  and  is  tried,  p. 
151.  Lord  Ho^ve  arrives  at  Sandy  Hook  with  the  fleet  from  Phi- 
/adelphia,  p.  154.  Count  d'Ejlaing^s  fleet  anchors  without  the 
Hook,  p.  155.  The  count  fails  for  Newport,  p.  156.  Gene- 
ral Sullivan,  with  a  body  of  Americans,  crofles  over  to  Rhode 
IJland,  p.  159,  A  violent  ftorm  prevents  an  engagement  be- 
tween lord  Howe  and  count  d^ Eftaing,  p.  1 60.  The  French 
decline  profecuting  the  expedition  againft  Newport,  p.  162. 
SuUivan'%  troops  engage  th^  Britijh,  p.  165 — and  then  retreat 
from  off  the  ifland,  p.  i68.  The  Britijh  expedition  againft 
Bedford,  p.  169.  Governor  Johnjlone^s  attempts  to  corrupt 
certain  members  of  congrefs,  p.  171.  Congrefs  refolve  to  hofd 
no  intercourfe  with  him,  p.  172.,  The  i?r////2j  commiflioners 
appeal  to  the  people,  p.  173 — ^publifli  a  valcdidlory  manifefto 
and  proclamation,  p.  174.  A6ls  of  congrefs,  p.  177.  Mr. 
Gerard,  the  French  plenipotentiary,  has  a  public  audience,  p. 
•  178.  The  choice  of  Dr.  Franklin  by  congrefs  for  their  mini- 
fter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France,  and  their  inftrudtions 
to  hltn,  p.  1 79.  The  Indian  expeditions  againft  the  Conne5iicut 
fettlers  at  Wyoming^  p.  185.  Colonel  darkens  expedition  into 
the  Indian  country,  p.  191.  Th^  Britijh  expedition  to  Egg 
harbour,  p.  193*     Quarrels  between  the  Americans  and  French 
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at  Charkftown^  in  South  Carolina,  and  ztBoJiorij  p.  197.  Count 
d^ EJiaing  ani  his  officers  entertained  at  Bofioriy  p.  198-^he  fails 
from  thence,  p.  20Q.  Prefident  Laurens's  letter  to  governor 
Houjiony  'p.  203. 

Letter    VI.        P.  204 — 238, 

The  American  colonel  Butler^s  expedition,  p.  204.  The 
Britifli  colonel  Butler's  expedition  to  Cherry  Valley^  p.  207. 
Two  quakers  executed  for  high  treafon  againft  the  common- 
wealth of  Pennjylvania^  p.  207.  The  plan  for  reducing  Canada 
confidered  and  laid  afide,  p.  209.  The  Britijh  operations  againft 
Georgia^  p.  2ii»  Mr.  Silas  Deane  andcongrefs,  p.  216.  Mr. 
Payne  addrefles  him  under  the  fignature  of  Common  Senfe^y  p. 
218.  Mr,  Gerard  alarmed  by  the  publications  ;  and  the  refolves 
of  c<Jngrefs  concerning  them,  p.  221.  The  affairs  of  the  United 
States  in  a  deplorable  condition,  p.  223.  The  committee  of 
congrefs  report  the  communications  of  Mr.  Gerard^  p.  225. 
The  count  de  Fergennes's  policy,  p.  226.  General  Lincoln  ient 
to  South  Carolina^  p.  228 — proceeds  to  Georgia^  p.  229.  The 
South  Carolina  tories  routed,  p.  231.  General  A/he  furprifed 
and  defeated,  p.  233.  A  number  of  loyal  refugees  at  Nev$ 
York  imbody,  p.  236.     Dominica  taken  by  the  French^  p.  237. 

Letter    VII.        P«  239 — 253. 

Admiral  Keppel  tried  and  honorably  acquitted,  p.  240.  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer  tried  and  acquitted,  p.  241.  Admiral  Barring- 
tony  with  a  body  of  Britijh  troops,  engages  in  an  expedition 
againft  St.  Lucicj  and  takes  it,  notwithftanding  count  d^Ejiaing'% 
efforts  to  fave  it,  p.  243.  Riots  at  Glafgow  and  Edinburgh^  p. 
248.  The  Britijh  cruiiers  feize  Dutch  veffels,  p.  249-.  Gene;- 
r^  Ji:^nro  t2tkcs  Pondicherry^  p.  2S2. 

Letter    VIII.        P.  253 — 287. 

Upon  General  LincoMs  marching  far  up  the  Savannah^  ge- 
neral Prevojf  cnttTS  South  Carolina^  and  pufhes  on  for  CharleJ^ 
townj  p.  254 — he  retreats  from  before  the  place,  p*.  257.  Lin^ 
coin  attacks  a  part  of  the  Britifi  army  at  Stono  Ferry,  p.  258*. 
General  Matthew  makes  a  defcent  on  Virginia^  p.  260.  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  takes  Stoney  Pointy  p.  261.  Colonel  Clarke's  ex- 
pedition againft  lieut.  governor  Hamilton  of  Detroit^  p.  263. 
Governor  Tryon's  expedition  againft  New  Haven^  Fairfield^  and 
Norwalk^  p.  265.  General  JVayne  retakes  Stoney  Point,  p. 
268.  A£ts  of  congrefs,  p.  271.  The  minifter  oi  Prance  has 
a  conference  with  cpngrefs,  p.-  273.     Major  Lee'^  expedition 
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^Igainft  tbe  Britijb  poft  at  Powlis  Ha§ij  p.  2$^*     S(.  Vincent 
taken  by  the  French,  p.  286. 

Letter    IX.        P.  287 — 304. 

The  French  fleet  (ails  from  Brtft  and  joins  the  Spanijby  p. 
288«  The  Spanijh  ambaiTador  prefents  a  manifefto  to  the  Bri^ 
tijb  fecret^ry,  p.  289.  The  combined  fleets  ftecr  for  Phpmtuh^ 
p.  291 — abandon  the  Britijb  co^As^  p.  292.  Grenada  taken  by 
the  French^  p.  293.  Admiral  Byrcn  engages  count  d*EJlaingy 
p#  205*  Captain  Paul  Jones  engages  capt.  Pearfm^  p.  297. 
Sir  jojeph  Tarke  prefents  a  memorial  to  their  High  MightineJJes^ 
p.  300.     The  ftate  of  IrelarJ^   p.   302.     Gibraltar  invelted. 

Letter    X.        F.  304 — 339. 

TTie  expedition  from  Bofion  againft  the  Britijh  poft  at  Penoh^ 
fcetj  p.  305.  General  Sullivan  s  expedition  againft  the  Indians^ 
p.  307.  Indian  and  American  expeditions,  againft  each  other, 
p.  312.  The  Spanijh  governor  of  Louifiana  recognizes  Ameri^ 
<an  independency^  and  marches  againft  the  Britijh  fettlements  on 
the  Mijfijfippi^  p.  3^4.  Congfefs  conclude  upon  an  ultimatum^ 
and  write  to  Dr.  Franklin^  p.  315.  Mr.  Gerards  private  au- 
dience of  congrefs,  p.  319.  Congrefs  choofe  Mr.  Jify  fox  their 
minifter  at  the  court  of  Madrid^  and  Mr.  John  Adams  for  their 
minifter  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain.^  p.  321^ — they  addrefs  a  long  letter  to 
their  conftituepts  on  their  finances,  p.  ^22.  Count  d^EjIaing 
falls  from  the  fVeJl  Indies  for  the  American  continent,  p.  325 — 
fummons  Savannah  to  furrendcr,  p.  327.  He  and  general 
Lincoln  are  rcpulfedin  an  attack  upon  the  town,  p.  330,  Con- 
grefs refolve  to  ereft  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  count  Pu-- 
lajki^  p.  332.  The  Britijh  evacuate  Rhode  Ifiand^  p.  333.  The 
communications  of  the  French  minifter  to  congrefs,  p.  335. 

Letter     XL        P.  339 — 400. 

Congrefs's  anfwer  to  the  communicatigns  of  the  minifter  0f 
France^  p.  339.  The  fecond  conference  of  the  minifter  of 
France^  p.  342.  The  diftrefsof  IVaJhingtons  army,  for  want  of 
bicad,  p.  34,4.  Sir.//.  Ponton's  expedition  to  South  Carolina^ 
p.  346.  'I  he  BritiJJ)  open,  their  batteries  againft  Chaxlejiown^ 
p.  351.  Colonels  "farldon  and  IVehJler  defeat  tht  American 
horfe,  Pv352,  35?.  General  Lincoln  i'uTrtndcvs  Charle/iownj  p. 
358.  Tarletgn  defeats  colpjnel  Bufgrd^  p.  360.  The.diftrefled 
Juuaiion  of  the  American  commander  in  chief,  p.  362.  An 
unufual  darknefs  i^n  the  New  EngJafiuI&2ites^  p.  2>(^^.  A  large 
liod/  ,9f  li^>  ioy4  trw||5  crgfs; If 0,91  Sl^Un,  Ifiaii4,  t»  M^zaheth^ 
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fown,  p.  368.  Mrs.  C^ji/w^// killed,  p.  369.  The  troops  leave 
£Iizabeth'town  and  march  to  Springfield^  p.  372— ^then  flopped 
by  general  Greene,  p.  373 — burn  Springfield  and  return  to  Sta^ 
ten  IJland^  idem.  The  efforts  of  the  Philadelphia  gentlemen 
and  ladies  to  relieve  Wajhington^^  army,  p.  375.  The  preamble 
of  the  Pennfylvania  aft  againft  flavery,  p.  377.  A  French  fleet, 
with  troops,  arrive  at  Newportj  p.  379.  The  affairs  of  South 
Carolinay  p.  382.  Lord  Cornwallis  left  in  command  at  Charlef' 
toivn^  p.  385.  Colonel  Sumpter,  being  chofen  by  a  party  of 
South  Carolina  exiles  to  lead  them,  returns  with  them  into  the 
ftate,  and  takes  the  field  againft  the  viftorious  Britifl)^  p.  387. 
Congrefs  unanimoufly  refolve,  that  general  Gates  fliould  take 
the  command  of  the  fouthern  department,  p.  391.  He  joins 
the  troops,  marches,  and  encamps  on  the  road  to  Camden,  p. 
392.  Juftice  Pendletotfs  letter  to  lord  Cornwallis,  p.  393^ 
Congrefs  refolve  on  deftroying  all  the  old  paper  emiflion,  and 
on  adopting  a  new  emiffion,  p.  394.  The  Majfaehujetts  con* 
vention  agree  upon  a  conjiitution  for  the  commonwealth,  p.  396. 
Their  general  court  incorporate  a  fociety,  by  the  liame  of  "The 
American  Acddemy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  p.  398. 

Letter    XII.        P.  400 — ^427. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland,  p.  400.  Captain  Fielding  not  being 
allowed  to  examine  the  Dutch  fhips  under  the  convoy  of  count 
Byland,  employs  force,  p.  401.  The  armed  neutrality,  p.  403. 
Sir  George  Rodney  engages  and  defeats  the  Spanijh  fleet  under 
Don  Ldngara,  p.  407.  Don  Gahex*^  expedition  againfl:  Mo^ 
bille,  p.  409.  Sir  George  Rodney  engages'  count  de  Guichen,  p. 
411.  County  petitions  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  p.  413. 
The  houfe  of  commons  vote  in  favor  of  redreiling  the  fame,  p. 
415.  All  hopes  of  obtaining  redrefs  from  that  houfe  are  at  aa 
^nd,  p.  416.  Lord  George  Gordon,  the  protefiant  affhciation^ 
and  the  fubfequent  convulfions,  p.  417 — his  lordfliip  conduced 
to  the  Tower,  p.  424.  An  eventual  treaty  between  the  States 
of  Holland  and  the  United  States  of  America,  ligned  by  the  di- 
Te£lion  of  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  p*  426. 

Letter    XIII.        P.  427 — ^499. 

The  military  operations  in  South  Carolina,  p.  427.  General 
Gates  takes  the  dire£l:  route  to  Camdin,  p.  430— joins  the  mi- 
litia under  general  Cafuoell,  p.  432 — conducts  his  army  to  Cler^ 
numt,  p.  4.33 — marches  on  toward  Cemden,  p.  436 — is  unex- 
peftcdiy  met  by  lord  Cornwallis  at  the  head  of  the  Britijh  troops, 
and  is  defeated  by  him,  p.  437.  B^ron  de  Kalb  mortally  wound- 
cd^  p.  443.    Ttarleion  defeats  Sumpter^.  447.    The  relics  of 
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the  American  army  retreat  to  Salijbury^  p.  448 — are  ordered  to 
Hill/borough^  p.  450.  Cornwallis's  orders  relative  to  the  treat- 
ment of  South  Carolina,  P*  45'-  A  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Charlejiowriy  prifoners  under  the  capitulation,  fent  to  5t.  jtuguf- 
tine,  p.  452.  General  Marion's  exertions  againft  the  Briiijh 
adherents,  p.  454.  The  arrangement  of  the  broken  American 
troops,  p.  459,  Major  Pergtifon  ordered  to  manoeuvre  through 
the  northern  parts  of  South  Carolina,  and  then  to  join  lord  Corn' 
wallis  at  Charlotte,  p.  462 — is  purfued,  defeated  and  flain,  p. 
463.  His  lordfhip's  letter  to  general  Smallwood,  p.  467.  Gates's 
troops  march  to  Salijbury,  p.  469.  Sumpter  defeats  major 
Weyms ;  is  afterward  attacked  by  Tarleton,  whom  he  alfo  de- 
feats, p.  471.  Gates  moves  his  headquarters  to  Charlotte,  and 
there  furrenders  the  army  into  general  Greene's  hands,  p.  472. 
Lieut,  colonpl  Wajhington  takes  the  Britijh  poft  at  Clermont  by 
ftratagem,  p.  474.  The  congrefs  refolve  refpefting  Gates,  p, 
.474,  ASs  of  congrefs,  p.  476.  General  Wajhington's  diffi- 
culties, p.  478 — he  meets  count  de  Rochambeau  and  admiral 
X^rnay  at  Hartford,  p.  480.  The  fcheme  for  delivering  We^ 
Point  into  the  hands  of  Sir  H-  Clinton  difcovered,  idem.  Ma- 
jor Andre  taken,  while  on  his  way  to  New  Tork,  p.  482.  Ar* 
nold,  upon  receiving  information  of  it,  haftens  on  board  the 
Vulture  Britifli  floOp  of  war,  p.  484.  Andre  adjudged  to  be 
confidered  as  a  fpy,  p.  487— ^and  dies  as  fuch,  univerfally  ef- 
teemed  and  regretted,  p.  488.  Wajhington's  thoughts  on  the 
whole  ajFair,  p.  490.  Sir//.  C//«/^»  fends  troops  to  Virginia, 
p.  491.  A  general  exchange  of  prifoners  fettled  by  the  Britijh 
and  American  generals,  Phillips  and  Lincoln,  p.  492.  The  re- 
folve of  congrefs  relative  to  the  three  militia  men,  who  took 
Andre,  p.  493.  Major  Tallmadge's  expedition  to  Long  IJland, 
idem.  Congrefs  determine  on  having  a  permanent  army,  p, 
494 — take  into  ferious  confideration  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  a 
large  and  immediate  foreign  aid  of  money,  p.  495*  The  do- 
nations of  the  daughters  of  liberty  in  Philadelphia  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  the  American  foldiers,  p.  496.  The  Majfacbufetts 
begin  their  government  agreeable  to  the  new  conftitutjoji,  and 
John  Hancock  efq;  is  declared  to  have  been  eleSed  governor, 
p.  498.     Admiral  Ternay  dies  at  Newport,  p.  499. 

— — —i ■ "       ^    I 

ERRATA  befide  thofe  ^t  the  End  of  the  Volume. 

Page  361,  line  12,  read  vi tit — ^laft  line  rf/7^  ftraits.  P.  365,  laft  line 
and  firft  of  366,  read  on  the  fpecial  bufinefs  of  examining  the  con-i 
ftitution  agreed  upon  by  the  MaiTachufctts  coavention.  P,  407,  la^ 
linej  read  and  two  which  had  fufiere^  lef^/  into  Cadiz* 
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My  bEAR  Sir,  • 


tioxhury,  Jan.  29,  1778. 


*^  I  ^ HE  military  operations  in  f^ennlylvania,  are  to  be  *777< 
^     the  fubjefts  of  our  immediate  attention.     About 
a  fortnight  after  the  German-town  battle  on  the  19th 
of  Oftober,  the  royal  army  under  the  comtnand  of  Sir 
William.  Howe  removed  to  Philadelphia. 

Meafurcs  being  concerted  between  the  general  and 
admiral  for  clearing  the  Delaware  of  its  obftruftions, 
the  former  ordered  batteries  to  be  erefted  on  the  weftern 
or  Pehnfylvatiia  lliore,  to  atTift  in  diflodging  the  Ame- 
ricans from  Mud-ifland.      He  alfo  detached  a  ftrong  r 
body  of  Heffians  acrols  the  rivers  who  were  to  march  \ 
down  and  reduce  the  fort  at  Red-bank,  while  the  ihips 
and  batteries  on  the  other  fide  were  to  attack  Mud-iflaiid. 
Count  Donop  cortimanded  the  detachment,  confifting 
of  three  battalions  of  grenadiers  and  the  regiment  of-' 
Mirba^ck,  befide.tght  infantry  and  chafleurs,  TheAme* 
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»777*  ricans  were  about  400  under  col.  Chriftopher  Greene  of 
0£l.  Rhode  Ifland.    When  near  enough,  the  count  fent  a 

flag  and  di^n)aodf4i^  ^MT^^der  of  the  far(  in  ^moft 
^  peremptory  terms.     The  colonel  concealed  the  greatefl: 
;  part  of  his  men,  fo  that  the  ofEcer  with  the  flag  thought 
•  the  garrifon  very  fmall.     Greene  anfwered— "  I  ftiall 
f  defend  the  fort  to  the  laft  extremity."     Donop  attacked 
the;  intr^nci^nents>.  aodi  afkxi  a.  fharp^.  adtion  icaxried  •  an  > 
cxtenfive  outwork,  not  half  completed ;  but  in  the,  body 
of  the  redoubt,  which  alfpjrtjeti.^  a^,  better,  covering,  the 
defence  was  equally  vigorous  and  far  more  fuccefsful. 
Here  indeed  the  Americaps  meant  .to  rifle  the  fate  of  the 
fort,  as  they  would  Have  the  greatefl:  advantage  of  the 
aflailants.   The  Count  was  mortally  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner.     Several  of  his  befl:  officers  were  killed  jor.dif- 
abled ;  and  the  Heflians,  after  a  defperate  engagement, 
wer^  repidfed.     Th<*  fecciid  in  command  being-  aLb 
dangerouflyc  w^ynded^.the  detachment  was  l^'ought  off 
by  liput*  coL  Linfipg,    It  fuffered  not  only  in  the  afl&ult^ 
but  ill;  the  a|q)roa^  to  and  retreat  from  the.  fort,  by  thp 
fire  of  the  Amerjkao  gallies  and  floating  batteries.     The- 
whole  lofs  was  probably  not  lefe  than  4  or  500  men. 
Cpngrefs  have  fincc  refolved  to  prcfent  col.  Greene  wtfe- 
ai>  elegant;  tiword.    The^men  of  war  and  frigate  deP* 
lined  for  the  attack  of  Mud-ifland  alias  Fiort  MiMnj 
were  equally  unfortunate.    The  ftups  could  not  bring 
dieu:  fire  (q  bear  with  any  great  efie£b  upon  the  works^ 
The  extraordinary  defences  with  which  thefi^ec  courie<^' 
the  river  had  been  intercepted,  hadafib£bed  itsbed,  and' 
akered  its  kpown  and  natural  channeL    j^thk  mcaiv^ 
the  Atjgufla  man  of  wac  and  Merlin  floop  were  groimd--- 
c4  &  M:^  that  Jthere  was..niQt  pofiibili^  of  getting  theo^^ 
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off.  THe  Augiifta  while'  engaged  took  flfc>  ari3  tlie  *777« 
Merlin- was  haftily  evaluated.  The  greater  part  of  the 
(Officers  and  cr^w  of  the  Aiigufta  Were  0vedi  buf  th^ 
lecond  lieutenant,  chaplain,  gunner,  and  no  inconfider- 
able  riuriiber  of  the  common  men  perifHcd.  Not\vith- 
ftatiding  this  ill  fuccefs,  tlie  BritiHi  cornniatiJ^rs'  prole- 
fcuted  with  vigor  the  BufirieTs  of  opening  tKe  navigation.. 
Nor  wdre  tHfe'Arriericahs  idle^  for  they  left  notfiifig  un- 
done to  ffir'engthcn  their  defences. 

General  Wattiinigton  gave  the  following  ftate  6(  his  *9i 
afnriy,--^"  Otir  whole  force  by  the  laft  retprns  is  8313 
COhtinentkr  trbops ;  and  2717  militia,  rank  and  file,  fit 
fob  duty :  b'elide  the  garrilbh  of  Mud-ifland  amounting 
to  306  cfohtint'ntals,  of  Red-bank  350,  and  a  detach- 
nitent  of  rfiilitia  (on  the'^Sth  to  reinforce'  it)  360V  jand* 
the  tfbops'on  the  other*  fide  of  Schuylkill  560,  making 
tbgether  1450."  Thus  it  appears,  that  his  whole  flrength 
wks  1 2,4S'6  men.     Sir  W*  Howe^s  prbbabTy  ainountedtci' 
tcioW  than :  1 6,000  rank'  and  file,  pre  (eht  and  fit  for  duty; 
Ifc  hiad  received  no  ihcreafc  Wrth  mentioning  from  among 
the  inhabitants'  of  Penhlylyania   or  the  neight)6uriag 
ftatesi  though  lai^ge  promifes  had  been  made  (by  fome 
farf^iric  gentlemen  who  had  joined  him)  that  thoufands 
of  loyal  (libjefli  would  repair' to  the"  royal  ftandard  as 
fobn' a^s'it  Ihould  make  its  appearahce  in  rcnnfylvahia^ 
The  Ah-ierican-<:bmrtnander  in  chief  cerbrinly  fupppfetf/ 
th^t  gieheral  Ho'WVs^forc'e' exceeded  his  o.s^n  ia-ntrmber, - 
for,  on  the  13th  of  November,  he  wrote, — "^^  The  army' 
wiich  I  have'  had  under  my  immediate  command  has 
not;  at  any*  out  time  fihci:  *  gen. '  Hbwe'^s'  lanciing  at '  tlic' 
h^k^a 'o<^  ElW;  b^li' e^tiSl  4n  ■  point  of  numbers 'to  his."" 
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»777*ncntal  troops,  but  comprehend  militia.     I  was  left  to 
fight  two  battles,  in  order  if  poflible  to  fave  Philadel- 

;     phia,  with  lefs  numbers  than  compofed  the  army  of  my 

\     antagonift,  whilft  the  world  has  given  us  at  leaft  double. 

!     This,  though  mortifying  in  fome  points,  of  view,  I  have 
been  obliged  to  encourage  j  becaufe  next  to  being  ftrong, 

.    It  is  beft  to  be  thought  fo  by  the  enemy,  and,  to  this 
i      ^caufe  principally,  I  think,  is  to  be  attributed  the  flow 

\>  movements  of  Howe.'*  The  cafe  was  different  in  the 
northern  department.     There  the  flates  of  New  York 

*:  .  and  New  England  refolving  to  crufh  Burgoyne,  conti- 
nued pouring  in  their  troops  till  the  furrender  of  his 
army.      H^d  the  fame  fpirit  pervaded  the  people  of 

}  Pennfylvania  and  the  neighbouring  dates,  Walhington 
might,  before  the  date  of  his  letter,  had  Howe  nearly  in 
the  fame  fituatiori  with  Burgoyne.  The  Pennfylvania 
militia  were  faid  to  be  30,000,  but  about  3000  was  the 
highefl  number  brought  into  the  field.  In  the  eftima- 
tion  of  fome  New  England  gentlemen,  "  the  peafants  of 
"that  country  are  extremely  ignorant  and  brutifh.  They 
-  are  a  mixture  of  high  and  low  Dutch,  and  fo  exceeding 
illiterate,  that  few  of  them  qan  read,  and  fcarce  any  can 
write.  They  have  no  other  ideas  of  liberty  or  flavery^ 
than  as  it  afFefts  their  property;  and  it  is  immaterial  to 
them^  whether ,  Great  Britain  or  America  p«-evails,  fo 
that  they  may  be  exempted  from  paying  their  propor- 
tion of  the  expences  of  the  war.  Ignorance  is  the  high 
road  to  flavery.'^ 

While  the  Britifh  were  entirely  occupied  in  pofTefling 

the  city  of  Philadelphia,  gen.  Wafhington  fent  off  lieut. 

col.  Samuel  Stnith  of  the  Maryland  line,  with  200  men, 

'who  were  to  proceed  andpoffels  themfelvesof  Mud-ifland. 
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By  quick  marches  he  arrived  with  his  party  at  the  lower  1777, 
ferry,   and  with  difficulty  threw  himfelf  into  the  fort, 
which  he  found  in  a  wretched  condition,  without  am* 
munition,  provifion  or  (lores,  garrifoned  by  about  thirty 
militia.     He  had  with  .him  two  excellent  officers  of  ^r-^ 
tillery,^to  whom  he  afligned  fifty  of  his  beft  men,  who 
were  trained  to  the  guns.  .  The  colonel,  with  commo- 
dore Hazlewood  and  capt.  Robinfon,  a  brave  naval  of- 
ficer, vifited  Province-ifland,  principally  under  water, 
tlie  banks  having  been  cut  by  order.  The  colonel  pointed 
out  two  dry  places,  where  the  enemy  might  ereft  works, 
tlie  neareft  about  4  or  500  yards  from  that  fide  of  the 
American  works  where  the  defences  were  only  palifades, 
one  gun  .^nd  two  weak  block-houfes,     With  great  labor 
he  undertook  to  ereft  a  two  gun  battery  without  the  fort, 
fo  as  to  make  a  crofs  fire  on  the  fpot.     He  had  no; 
finiflied,  before  the  enemy  took  pofleflion  of  the  ground 
he  moft  dreaded ;  but  by  a  well  direfted  firq  from  the 
block-houfe  batteries  and  gallies,  ere  they  had  a  gun 
ready,  the  Americans  wounded  the  commander,   and 
th€  party  delivered  themfelves  up  prifoners.      While 
thefe  were  removing,   another  party  came  down  from 
the  heights,  and  deceiving  major  Ballard  with  offers  of 
fubmiffipn,    till  too  near  to  be  prevented^   repbfTeflTed 
themfelves  of  the  battery,  from  whence  they  annoyed  th« 
garrifon  very  much.     Many  of  the  men  and  officers  hav- 
ing fickened  through  the  unhealthinel^  of  the  place,  the 
colonel  was  reinforced  by  the  firfl  Virginia  regiment  of 
^bout  1 20  men.     The  enemy  having  got  up  part  of  the 
chevaux  de  Prize,  brought  in  their  fhipping,  and  made 
an  attack  as  above  related.     One  American  fquadron  of 
foyr  gallies  behaved  well,  the  others  kept  aloof,   the 
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^777»CjDmniodoj;e  bdug  af  the  diftance  jctf  rpQrjJ  than  a  piik. 
The  Britifh,  ^fter  that  unfuccqfsfql  attack,  applied  them- 
|eWes  .to  the  ftrengtheoing  of  their  batteries  o»  ihorc^ 
jgixd  nightly  fent  up  thejr  boats  with  provifion  to  the  city, 
by  the  paffage  between  Mvid  and  Province  iflands,  while 
the  coxxinaodorc  abfolutely  refufed  attenipting  to  prevent 
tlicm,  vppn  the  plea, that  a  finglc  bomb  from  the  eneiriy 
would  deftroy  any  of  his  gallies.    There  came  three  pi* 
four  daysof  uncommon  high  tides,  which  drowned  fom? 
of  the  Britifb,  and  hindered  their  working  any  of  their 
guns,  except  one  howitzer.     This  opportunity  of  an^ 
jipying  them  confiderably,  was  not  duly  improved  by 
the  gallies.    On  the  decreafe  of  the  tides,  the  Britjil^ 
yenewgd  their  fife  with  double  vigor,  and  foon  deftnoyed 
^e  American  twp  gun  battery,    blew  up  the  npr.th-.veft 
i)lock-houfe  and  labor^tjory^  and  compelled  the  garrHQi| 
fo  feek  cover  in  the  fprt.    .Col.  Smith,  after  havJLug  de- 
fended it  from  the  latter  en4  pf  September,  tili  tihe  i  ith 
^     of  November,  a  fe>y  days  excepted,  was  wounded  by^  4 
g)e.nt  cannon  fhot,  and  gre^tjy  bruifed  by  due  bricks  it 
Birew  on  hifP^  which  Qccafioned  his  removal  to  tb.e 
main.     His  fatigues  and  dangers  h^d  been  ext^eipj^j 
fnd  he  fupported  them  with  uncoiximon  patience-  and 
fortitude.     Upon  his  removal  the  command  devolved 
on  lieut,  coL  Ruflel  of  the  Gonnefliicut  line,    but  he 
being  exhai^ftc4  with  fatigup,   and  totally  deftitute  pf 
health,  reqyeited  to  be  recalled.     Upon  the  12th,  tk; 
commander  in  chief  fignified  his  orders  tp  the  com- 
^landing  genera}  on  the  Jerfey  fide,^  who  dire<9:efi  alj 
tjie  military  operations  belo>y  Philadelphia,  ^^  to  4tfeii4 
]^iud-if]an(|,  as  }qng  as  po0ible,  without  facrifiqing  thjSj^ 
:*    TjThe  pomra^nding  gpngralj^  fpj  jnfbperahle 
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«afon§3  could  not  detach  «n  ^fBcer  iti  Wtltrion;,    Majdr  »777» 
Thayer,  of  the  Rhode  Ifland  line,  prefented  himfelf  a 
mAuimcr,  and  ^vas  appointed.  ' 

The  Britijlh  having  every  thing  in  readihefi,  the  !& 
^uid  Sonaerfet  men  of  war  pafs  iap  the  eiaft  ehartnd  to  at*- 
^ck  the  works  on  Mud-iHand.  in  front;  fefveral  fngatc!b 
draw  up  againft  an  Anaerican  fdrt  newly  erefted  on  the 
Jicrfey  fide^  fituatsed  fo  as  tb  flank  the  meh  of  War  it 
«heir  Action  35  and  two  arnrfed  veffels,  ttoe  Vigilant,  an 
£aft  Ind^rmsi  cdt  down  to  i  battery  of  20  twenty-fiwar 
pounders,  on  one  fide,  and  a  hulk  with  5  twenty-four 
|)Oiinders,  fuecef^ully  rtiake  their  way  throi^  a  narrow 
channdoh  the  wcftem  fide>  St  matter  of  the  grcateft  im- 
|>orta»ee,  «s  thcfe  two  veffei%  in  concert  with  the  bafc- 
tel'ies  «tt  ProVincc-ifland,  ertfikde  the  priteipal  works  ^ 
pn  M\$d4fl*i!idi.  On  Ae  ttlornitig  of  the  i  5  th,  the  whok !  i^/ 
Britifli  fiit  is  displayed  from  their  land  batteries,  aAd 
their  ftiipfHng  in  the  river.  The  fmall  gsHrifon  of  30* 
cnen  fuftjun  imd  repel  die  fliock  with  aftomfliing  intriv 
pidity,  fof  feveral  hours,  affifted  by  die  American  gaK 
lies  and  the  batteries  on  the  Jerfcy  ihore.  -By  die  miU* 
die  of  thp  d^y  their  defences  are  levelled  with  the  com* 
mon  mucJi  and  the  officers  and  men  etpeft  each  oth^^i 
fate>  i^  the  midft  of  carnage.  During  thifc  day  tn^rt 
than  1C30'  i^ifchargcs  of  cannon j  from  thirty- two  t^ 
twelve  pownders,  are  made  ih  twenty  minutes,  fmfi  tht 
batteries  and  fhipping  of  both  fides,  Efirly  in  the  evfett^ 
ing,  major  Thayer  fends  all  his  garrifbn  aftibce^  ettitpf^ 
ing  forty,  with  whom  he  remains,  braving  all  danger, 
At  twelv-e  at  night,  many  of  the  tirtllitiry  ftdf^i  having 
^cn  pf evioufly  fent  away,  the  barracks  are  fired,  wt>©ii 
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'77t»thc  major  and  his  few  brave  edmpanions  quit,  and  croft 
•  to  Redrbank  ^^ 

In  this  affair  thefe  were  near  two  hundred  and  fifty 
of  the  garrifon  killed  and  wounded. .  Three  councils  of 
war  had  been  called  upon  the  fubjeft  of  relieving  Fort 
Mifflin  5  and  in  the  laft,  it  was  concluded  to  attempt  it^ 
though  it  was  believed  that  a  general  engagement  would 
be  the  confequence :  this  however  the  Americans  did 
not  regardj  the  ground  being  fuch  as  they  wiflied,  if 
called  to  fight  the  enemy.  The  night  before  the  attempt 
could  be  made,  the  fort  was  of  neceffity  evacuated.  The 
congrefs,  before  this  event,. had  voted  lieut.  col.  Smith 
an  elegant  fword  for  the  gallant  defence  hie  had  made  on 
•^e  22d  of  Gftober  j  but  as  they  had  voted  at  the  feme 
.  time,  the  like  to  commodore  Hazlewood,  commander 
of  the  naval  force  in  the  Delaware,  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  much  honored  by  it,  and  declined  the  prefent. 
Men  of  courage  and  judgment  pronounce  the  commo- 
dore a  poltTon ;  and  fay  that  if  all  the  officers  in  the 
marine  department  had  behaved  with  equal  bravery  to 
what  the  land  officers  did,  the  fort  would  not  have  been 
taken.  Several  of  them  are  reckoned  to  have  afted  a 
daftardly  part.  It  wasobferved  of  Hazlewood,  that  he 
was  fond  of  long  fhot,  and  was  Ihy  of  coming  to  clofe 
quarters..  The  reduftion  of  the  fort  fecured  to.  the  Bri^ 
tifti  the  fafe  opportunity  of  fending  up  their  fmall  craft,  at 
the  back  of  the  ifland,  to  the  Schuylkill  with  provifions 
and  ftores,  by  day  as  well  as  by  night. 

*  Sec  James  M.  Varnum'sf  letter  of  Auguft  the  fecond,  1786,  in  the 
Providence  Gazette^  who  was  the  commanding  generAl  on  the  Jerfey 
fidp. '   •  ^         ' 

'  '  On 
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On  thtf  1 8th  at  hight,  lord  Cbrnwallis  marched  with  1777. 
a  confiderable  force,  and  the  next  day  croffed  the  pela- 
w^re,  in  his  way  to  Red -bank,  which  the  Americans 
abandoned,  leaving  behind  them -their  artillery  and  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  cannon-ball.     Some  continental 
generals  were  appointed  to  give  their  opinion  upon  the 
Ipot  to  col.  Greene.     They  favored  an  evacuation,  and 
wiftied  that  he  would  join  them.     Me  anfwered;'"  I 
fhall  follow  your  direftion  either  to  evacuate  or  defend 
the  fort.     I  know  what  we  have  done,  when  the  work^ 
were  not  half  completed.     Now  they  are  finifhed,  arid 
I  am  not  afraid."     But  the  direction  was  to  evacuitei 
which  was  complied  with,  though  with  manifeft  relut- 
tance.  The  marquis  de  la  Fayette  accompanied  gen.  Greene 
into  Jeffey,  though  his  wound  was  not  yet  healedV'ancf  j^  ^  j 
on    the   25th  of  November,    with  only  a   handful  of  2;. 
riflemen  and  militia,  attacked  a  party  of  Heflians  and 
Britilh  grenadiers,  which  he  obliged  to  retreat. '   After        j 
this,  congrefs  refolved  that  he  fhould  take  the  command 
of  a  divifion  in  the  slrmy.  \  '■ 

The  American  fhipping  having  now  loft  all  protec- 
tion, feveral  of  the  gallies  and  other  armed  veflels,  took 
the  advantage  of  a  favorable  night,  kept  clofe  in  with 
the  Jerfey  fhore,  paffed  the  batteries  of  Philadelphia, 
and  efcaped  to  places  of  fecurity  higher  up.  The  re- 
ifnaining  feventeen  finding  an  efcape  imprafticable,  were 
abandoned  by  the  crews  and  fired.  The  Britilh  how- 
ever confefled,  that  the  long  and  unexpefted  oppofition 
which  they  received  from  Red-bank  and  Mud-ifland, 
broke  ih  upon  their  plans  for  the  remainder  of  the  cam- 

paiga, 
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I JJ7*  '^  xJctachmcnt  from  the  northern  sixwy,  ct  rfbaic  of 
the  New  Ei^and  brigades^  was  ordered  down  t»  join 
the  American  commander  in  chief  Whca  aniv^^ 
Fifli-kill  a  number  of  the  New  Hanijpflwe  troopst*  to 
ihfi  amount  of  near  200^  mutinied  -at  4ie  barracks  on 
the  evening  of  November  the  4th,  paraded  with  iJieir 
irfps,  and  began  to  march  off  ki  order.  The  exertions 
9(  .the  officcr3  fuppreffed  them*  but  cap t.  Beall  was  &ot 
Aod  mortally  wounded  1  he  killed  however  ^e  £4dier 
that  Ihpjt  him.  The  cry  was,  "  W^  ^havc  no  money, 
por  breeches  and  widl  not  crofs  the  rivCTtai  we  hav^ 
itccived  thcfe  articles."    it  was  feared  that  fome  pfBceri 

* 

wcrp  Jit  the  bottom  of  tlie  mutiny.  As  it  was  loon  quel- 
led without  infcdting  the  other  troops,  the  wiole  march* 
flU  oni  till  they  joined  gen.  Waftiington ;  who  being 
thus  reinforced,  advanced  to  White  Marfli,  within  14 
miles  of  Philadelphia,  and  encamped  in  a  flrong  pcrfi- 
tm.  Sir  W.  Howe,  hoping  diat  he  meant  to  hazard 
f  battle  for  the  recovery  of  Philadelphia,  or  that  {om 
part  of  his  camp  was  vulnerable,  and  would  admit  of 
U^^  a  fuccefsful  impreflion,  marched  the  army  from  the  city 
4*  oa  the  night  of  the  4di  of  December.  The  day  before, 
gcn%  Greene  gave  this  .di(h^fling  pidture  of  the  Ame- 
rican army  to  the  commander  in  chief—"  One  half  of 
^our  troops  ai^  without  breeches,  ihoes  and  ftockings; 
H^d  fome  thoulands  without  blankets.  JLaft  winter's  can^« 
paign  will  confirm  this  truth,  tliot  unlefs  men  are  well 
clothed,  they  mull  f;ul  a  facrificc  to  die  levcrity  of  the 
weather,  when  exjx>fcd  to  die  hardlhips  of  a  winter'i^ 
campjugn. '  Howe's  further  proceedings  take  in  Wafli- 
ington's  wor^U,  written  on  die  10th—**  I  had  reafon  tq 

expe& 


^pc£t  l^Qwe  yfi^s  prep^ngto  give  us,^  general  ^laion.  I777* 
pji  Friday  jajiorning  his  troops  appeared  on  .Chefnut- 
jiill  ^  .;ju:  night  they  changed, their  ground.  On  S^^ndjty 
frqni  every  ^ppe^ranqe,  there  was  reafoi;i  to  apprehend 
an  aAion*  About  fun  let,  after  various  marches  and 
f  ounter-rmarches,  they  halted,  and  I  ftill  fuppofed  they 
would  attack  us  in  the  night,  or  early  the  ne?:t  foorjii- 
j^,  but  in  this  I  was  miftaken.  On  IVJohday  after- 
peon  they  filed  off,  and  marched  toward  Philadelphi|u 
TTJieir  lofs  in  {}^irnni(hing  was  not  inconfiderable.  I  fi^- 
ferely  wifli'they  ^ad  niade  an  attack,  the  iffue  would  in 
l^ll  probability  have  ^b^pn  happy  for  us.  Policy  forba4 
pur  quitting  pur  pofts  to  attack  thei^." 

The  American  army  iriarched  frpqn  White  Mgxjpb  p  u. 
Sweed's  Ford.  The  want  of  clotbine  was  fp  extcejne* 
^SLt  gen.  WaJJpingtOQ  was  lender  t;h.e  abfolute  Aecelljjy 
pf  granting  ^yarrants  t,o  different  oncers  to  ip)pr,efs  wh^t 
ihe  hiQlders  w6\4d  aot  willingly  p^xt  with,  agreeably  to 
the  powers  wfth  \yhiGh  congrefs  had  ipyefted  hini,  FJ^e 
r^rpoved  with  th?  troops,  on  the  i.jfh,  to  yaUey-fp;"^?, 
where  they  ^ytte4,  ^tbout  fi^ejsn  pnik§  from  PfeUacJ^l- 
phia.  When  the  Rip4«  pf  hutfii^g  w^s  firft  propofed, 
fotnt  treajted  the  fdea  as  ridiculous,  few  thpught  it  prac- 
ticable, anid  ^  wiere  fijrpfifed  at  the  fa^cility  with  wlticji 
jt  was  execu]t£d.  -  If  ^a*  cefjtainly  a  cpnfjd,eraW^  .^Jjer- 
fion  for  the  femnant  of  a^  axmy,  cxhauftpd  and  worn 
|down,  by  thje  I^verity  pf  ^  long  and  rather  unf<j.ccefsfgl 
campaign,  to  fit  down  in  a  woo4,  a^d  in  the  U^Kr  enfi 
of  Decpjiiber  to  bjegjn  to  build  then^fely^s  huts.  Through 
the  w.4nt  pf  fhpes  and  ftpc^ings,  and  tl^e  h^d  froapn 
ground,  you  might  have  tracked  the  army  from  White 
■  Marlh 
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1 1^77.  Mar/h  to  Vallcjr-fbrge  by  the  blood  of  thrir feet*.  The 
taking  of  this  pofition  was  hi^ily  rcquifitc  Had  die 
annjr  retired  to  the  towns  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  ftatc, 
a  hrgjt  tra£t  of  fertile  country  would  have  been  expofcd 
txy  ravage  and  ruin  -,  and  they  muft  have  diftrefled  in  a 
peculiar  manner  the  virtuous  cidzens  from  Philadelphia, 
"who  had  fled  thither  for  refuge. 

Sir  W.  Howe  has  plainly  the  advantage  of  the  Amc- 
•  rican  general,  but  nothing  to  boaft  of;  for  all  the  fruits 
derived  from  his  various  manoeuvrings  and  engagements, 
■  from  the,  beginning  to  the  clofe  of  the  campaign,  amount 
to  little  befide  good  winter  quarters  for  his  army  in 
Philadelphia^  while  the  troops  poflels  no  more  of  the 
••       adjacent  country  than  what  their  arms  immediately  com- 
'  mand.     Certain  perfons  indeed  are  permitted  to  carry 
provifions  into  the  city ;  that  {0  upon  dieir  return  they 
may  fupply'  the  Americans  with  intelligence.      Thefe 
muft  fubmit  to  fpare  a  little'  for  fuch  purpofes,  though 
in  the  utmoft  want  themfelves.     At  one  time  the  army 
remained  quiet  four  days  together,  without  bread ;  on 
the  fifth  two  regiments  refufed  to  do  duty  upon  the  ac- 
count ;   but  the  prudence  and  perfuafion  of  the  -com- 
mander in  chief  reftored  order.     To  a  fimilar  event, 
•p^^   there  was  probably  an  allufion,  in  the  following  extraft 
25.    from  his  letter  of  the  23d-^"  This  brought  forth  the 
only  commiflfary  in  the  purchafing  line  in  this  camp, 
and  with  him  this  melancholy  alarming  truth,  that  hfe 
had  not  a  fingle  hoof  of  any  kind  to  flaughter,  and  not 
more  than  twenty-five  barrels  of  flour,   and  could  not 
tell  when  to  expeft  any.— *The  prefent  commiflfar^s  are 

•  General  Wafhington  mentioned  it  to  me,  when  at  his  table. 
Tunc  3>  1784. 
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by  no  means  equal  to  the  execution  of  the  office,  oi:  the  i^-^-j^ 
difafFe6tion  of  the  people  is  paft  all  belief.     The  change 
in  that  department  took  place  contrary  to  ony  judgment, 
and  the  coniequences  thereof  were  predifted. — No  man 
ever  had  his  meafures  more  impeded  dian  I  have,  by 
every  department  of  the  army.     Since  the   month  of 
July  we  have  had  no  affiftance  from  the  quarter  mafter 
general,  and  to  want  of  affiftanc^  from  this  department 
the  commiflary  general  charges  great  part  of  his  defici- 
ency.    We  have  by  a  field  retyrn  this  day,  no  Icfs  than 
2898  men  in  camp  unfit  for  duty,    becaule  they  are 
barefoot  and  otherwife  naked. — Our  whole  ftrength  in 
continental  troops,  (including  the  eaftern  brigades,  which 
have  joined  us  fince.  the  furrender  of  Burgoyne)  exclu- 
five  of  the  Maryland  troops  fent  to  Wilmington,  is  no 
more  than  8200  in  camp  fit  for  duty. — ^^Since  the  fourth 
our  number  fit,  through  hardfhips,  particularly  on  ac- 
count of  blankets  (numbers  have  been,   and  ftill  are 
obliged  to  fit  up  all  night  by  fires,  inftead  of  taking 
comfortable  reft  in  a  common  way)  have  decreafed  near 
two  thoufand  men. — Upon  the  ground  of  fafety  and  po- 
licy, I  am  obliged  to  conceal  the  true  ftate  of  the  army 
from  public  view,  and  thereby  expofe  myfelf  to  detrac- 
tion and  calumny.-'— There  is  as  much  to  be  done  in 
preparing  for  a  campaign,  as  in  the  aftive  part  of  it." 
Gen.  Mifflin  in  a  letter  of  06tober  the  eighth,  had  re- 
prefented  to  congrefs,  that  his  health  was  fo  much  im- 
paired, and  the  probability  of  a  recovery  fo  diftant,  that 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  return  to  them  their  compnif- 
fions  to  him  of  major  general  and  quarter  mafter  gene- 
ral.    While  the  army  was  fuff^ering  as  above  related  for 
want  of  ihoeg,  &:c.  hogfheads  of  flaoes^  .ftockings  and 

4clothing> 
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*'^- clothing",  we're  at^  different  places',  ii^<m  tfe  road  aHd  irf 
I     the'  w)odsi  lying  arid  perilliing,  for  waht'  of  tlea:rn§,  a'ncT 
proper  niainagement,  arid  money  to  pay  th^'te^ftfeVs: 

Nbthirrg*  great  has  happened  in  the  ridi'ghbbiifhddd' 
df  Nev^  T^orkj  firiee  the  return  of  tHcf  troopS  linder  gehi 
Vaughan*  from  their  expedition  up  tht  Nbrth' river  :•  hu( 
It  may ^  not  diffJlcfafe  you  tb  read  the  fotlowiftg  pafticii-' 
lars*;    Ohthe  1 8  th' of  November,  g^n:  Tr^dft  ferft'at^do^ 
rob  m'eh^  uridei*  caipt.  Emmerick  tb  bOfn  fbrtie  hdiifesy 
dTtO?litilips's  rhatior,  \^ithiri  abdtif  (otf  rtiil^s'  of  ^n. 
Parfons'3  guards.    They  effFefted  it  \(r1th"Vifciimftafiees 
df *  Birbaricy,  ftfippiiig  the  clothing' off  the  women*  and* 
diildi^eri,  aYid  turning  them  almofi  naked  into  theftf^fets 
in'  a'  itioft  feverfely  cold  night.     The  mbh  wle'r^  rcidSi' 
pVifoh'ei^,  afid  led  with  halters  abotif  their  necks,  wTdi' 
rib  othef dothev  tlVih  their*  fhifts  and  breeches,  in  tH- 
iimph  to^  the  Bfriti^lh  Ifne^.    A'  few  d^ys  after  I^affohs" 
iVWte*  to^  ^rybri  vpbn  dve  occafion,  expoftulatihg  \^tlTf' 
hSm  upon'  the  bofmefi,  and  told  him,  Thit  he  coOtd^ 
demy'the'hdufa  and  buildings  of  col.  Phillips  andthdfe' 
b'd'OTigin]g*-to  the  lidaneey  family^  each  as  nealr  their  lines 
a^  the  buildings  deftroyed  were' to  his  guardi  j  thWitbt- 
iVlthftanditig  all  their  vigilance,   the  deftruftidti'  couKf' 
nbt  ht  prevented  i  and  that  it  was  not  fear  of  wkht'of 
opporconity,  but  a  fenfe  of  the  injuftice  and  favSgertefi^ 
of  fuch  a  4ine  of  conduft,  that  hid  hitfierta  faVcd  •  the ' 
buiMingi;     Tryon  anfwcred  frorti  Kinglbridge*"oh  tfitf- 
a^d,  and  (aid  among  other  things,  "  Sir,  couM  I'jKif- 
fiWy  conceivc.myfelf  accountable*  to  any  revolted  ^  fob^ 
jeds  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  I  might  anlwei^-'ytith*^ 
Jcrterof  ycfterday  refpedting  tlie  conduct  of  ca|)f.''  Erti-' 
t*irick% -party  upon  the  takings  of  Pettr  antfCortidftn' 

Van- 


Afentaffd; '  A»  much  as  V  abhor  every  principle  oP  itt- ijj7'j, 
humanity  or  ungenerous- conduft,  I  fhouldi  wiei*c'  F  itt' 
more   authority^   Burn*  every  cx)mmittee  man*s  hoiilcr 
iwchiH  my  reach,  as^  I  deem  them  thr  wicked'  inftki- 
ments  oF  the  continued- calamities-of  this  country';  an^ 
in- order  the  foenerto  purge  this  colony  of  thefti^  Tarn' 
wilBftg'to  give  twenty  filver  dollars  for  every  afting  com- 
mittee m^n  who  ihaH  be  dcKvered  up  to  theking^s-trOopis/*^     . 
The*  ftih^ng  repartee^madc'  to  this  letter  was'  contained' 
in  an  e!»pedkio»  undertaken  immediately  after* to*  Greei^ 
wichj .  about  three  miles  from  New  York,  whetea'fifeaff 
party -arrived  in  the -^  evening,  advanced  to  MR  OliVer^ 
Ddaneey's  htoufei-  fccured '  the  fehtry,   difrttiflid  a  feV 
ladies-  in  peace,  though  rather  haftily,  made  *  a "  few*  mtrf' 
prrftmers,  burnt*  the  houfe^  occafioned  the  firing  of  thft' 
aiarm guns "inONPcw  York,  thtn  croffed  the riverand got< 
faft  oiR 

New  York*  rerrrinds  me-  of  the  Arrrerican  -  ptifoner sf-  /^ 
confined  in  that  city/  and  inPhiiadeljihia.'     Ih  the  courfe  *; 
of 'letters  that'paffad  between  geni^Hbwe  and  Wafhteg- 
ton,'  the  foraier  j^luded  to  the  cafes  of 'royal  prifoiiets  of 
war  being  injuribufly  and  unjuftffiiaMy  ioadi^d  with'  irons/ 
The  latter,  in  one  of  N'ovembef  the  i4thi  fays— •*  If 
there  isa  firigle  inflranceof^a  prif(>ner  of' war  berng*  in* 
irons,  I  am*  ignorant  of  it,  nor'can  Ifind  on  die  motf 
mbuteinquityi  that  there  is  thfe  leaft  foundation' f6r  the' 
charge.    I  wifh  you  to  particularize  the  cafes  you  al- 
Itidetoi  thatrelifef'may  be  had,  if'the  compliiilts  are 
weH-founded.c   Now  we  are  upon  the  fiibjeft  of  grieve; 
anccs,  I  am  conftrained  to  dbfefve,  thit  I  have  a  variety 
of 'accounts',   not 'oidy^  from  prifonersr  who  h^e  made* 
riicir  cfcapej  bti r  fronrr  perfons^whor  havc^  tefr  PhihdeK 
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^'irT'  clothings  v/tYe^l!  different  pkccsi  ti^<)fri  tfe  road  aHd  irf 
I     tfie"  W)odsi  lying  atrid  periling,  for  waht'of  tkim^y  a'nd 
;      pfbper  nri^agement,  arid  money  to  pa^  th^'tg ^tillers: 
NbthHtg-  great  has  Happened  in  tfie  n^Jghboiifhodd' 
df  NeVjr  "J^orkj  finee  the  return  oftHef  trbop3  under  gehi 
Vaughan^frdfn'tHtif  expedition  up  thfc  Ndrth' river :  -  biic 
it  rtiay'rtot  drfjJlcfife  you  tb  read  the  foHowihg  paf-tteii- 
Ife    On^he  1 8 tK' of  November,  gefi:  Tr^drt  ferft^a^dii^ 
roo  mfeW  uridei"  caipt;  Emmerick  to  born  lortie  hoiiles^ 
dit^I^tifips's  rtiatior,  \^itKiri  ab6tif  {otf  rtiil^s"  of  ^n. 
Parfons's  guards.    They  efflPefted  it  vtrkh' dfciimftaftceif 
ctf^  blifbif icy,  ftnppifig  the  clothing* off  the  wbiYie-rf*  and^ 
chil&^err,  ahd  tliriiing  them  almdft  riaked  into  theftf^'dts 
in^  a"  rtioft  feVerfely  cold  night:    The  m'eh  We'ref  mad«' 
pYifoh*ei»s;  artdledwith  halters  aboiitth^ir  rietks,  wfdl' 
nb  othfef  dotlrer  tK^h-  their*  Ihifts  and  breeches,  ihVi- 
;    uirrph  to^  the  ^fitittt  Ifne^.    A'  few  diys  after'  r^afTohs' 
vm::(tc*to''frybrf  uffen'die  occafibn,  expoftulatihg  v^itfir' 
hSmupon"  the  biififiefi,  and  toM  hifn,  Thit  he  coOTd'^ 
dMbf  thle'hbbfe  and  biiildiri^^^^  Phillips  and  thblfe"' 

b'd'cmgitfg'-to  die  lidineey  family^  each  as  neair  theif  linies 
a*  thfe'  b^uildiiigs  deftroyed  Were'  tb  his  guardi  j  that  nfet- ' 
'^Ithftandittg  all  theii'  vigilance,   the  deftrli<ai6tl' coiifrf' 
nbt  be  prevented  i  and  that  it  was  not  fear  of  W^ht '  of 
oppoitonity,  butafehfe  of  the*  injuftice'ahd  faVkgei^efii'* 
of  fudi  aiine  of  conduft,  thath^d  hitherta  faVed-the 
buiMihgii     Tryon  anfwered  frorti  *  Kingfbi^idge^  oh-  tfie^ 
a^dy  and  laid  among  other  things,  "  Sir,  couM  I^pbf- 
fiWy  con^eive.myfelf  accountable'  to  any  revolted' ftib- 
jeflS^' the  king  of  Great  Britain;  T  might  ahfwei^'ytotJi^^ 
idrtcr^-of  yeflrerday  refpe6ting  the  cohdiiift '  of  cUMJ  Ertx^ ' 
aWfcBck?i  -party  Hipdn  the  taking'  of "  Pefer  ahtSf  Cof  riefiy 
'  Van- 


ARaRtaflel: '  Ar  much  as  V  abhor  every  principle  oP  iift-  ij77» 
humanity  or  ungenerous- cortduft,  I  ftouldj  wct*c'  V  itt' 
more  authority^   burir  every  committee  manes'  houfej" 
mthin  my  reach,  as^  I  deem  them  the*  wicked'  inffrti- 
S^nts  oF  the  continued' calamidesof  this  countty';  and- 
ih-orderthe  fo©ner  to  purge  this  colony  of  them^  Tarn* 
wiiHng^to  give  twenty  filver  dollars  for  every  aflthig  com-    \ 
tttittcem'an  whoflmHbedeKvered  up  totheking^s-frcropis/*^     ■ 
The  ftiftging '  repartee^made-  to  this  letter  was'  cohtainetl 
\ii  an  expedkio!*  undertaken  immcdiateh^  aftet  to'  Green- 
wich,.  about  three  miles  from  New  York,  whetea^fifiiaif^ 
party -arrived^  in  the -^  evening,  advanced  to  \P^h  GHVeir^ 
Delancey's  htoufei  fccured'  the  fentry,   diffttiflld  a  feV 
ladies' in  peace,  though  rather  haftily,  madeafewmerf' 
prrftmers,  burnt  ^  the  houfe;  occaftoned  thb'  firing  of  thft' 
alarm  guns  "in  New  York,  thtn  croflfed  the  riverand  got- 
fift'OlE^ 

New  York  rermnds  me-  of  the  Anierican  prifonersf-  ; 
confined  in  that  city;  and  inPhiladeljihia;    Ih  the  courfe- ' 
of  •letters  that 'paired  between  gen^^Howe  and'Wafhiiig- 
ton,'  the  fbrmer  Eluded  to  the  cafes  of 'royal  prffoliets  of 
war  bemg-  injurioufly  and  unjuftrfiaMy  loadidd  with'irohs/ 
The  latter,  in  one  of  N'ovemberthe  i4thi  fay^— «*lf 
there  is  afiiigle  inflranceof^a  prifc^er  of*  war  bemg"  in 
irons,  r  am  ignorant  of  it,  nor^can'Tfind  on  tihe-motf 
minute inqtiiryi  that  there  is  thfe  leaft  foundati'Ort' fcJr  the' 
charge,    I  wilh  you  to  particularize  the  cafes^  you  al- 
iQdctoi  thatrelief  may  be  had,  if'the  cbrApliifits  are 
weH-founded.c.  Now  we  are  upon  thefubjeft'ofgrievi': 
anccs,  I  am  conflrained  to  dbferve,  th&t  I  hate  a  variety 
of*accountsr,  not' only  from  prifonersr  who  h^e  made* 
Acir  efcapcj  btit  *  fronrr  perfons^who^  haV€^  tefr  PhibdeH 
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*777»phia,  that  our  private  foldiers  in  your  hands,  are  treated 
in  a  manner  fhocking  to  humanity,  and  that  many  of* 
them  muft  have  perilhed  through  hunger,  had  k  not 
been  for  the  charitable  contributions  of  the  inhabitants. 
It  is  ad4ed  in  aggravation,  that  this  treatment  is  t6  oblige 
them  to  inlift  in  the  corps  you  are  raifing.  I  muft  alio 
remonftrate  againft  the  cruel  treatment  and  confinement 
of  o.ur  officers.  This  I  am  informed  is  not  only  the 
cafe  of  thofe  in  Philadelphia,  but  of  naany  in  New  York* 
Many  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  toward  prifoners  are  faid 
to  proceed  from  the  inhumanity  of  Mr.  Cunningham, 
provoft  martial,  without  your  knowledge  or  approbation. 
I  tranfmit  the  depofitions  of  two  perfons  of  reputation, 
who  are  come  from  Philadelphia,  refpefting  the  treat- 
ment they  received.  I  will  not  comment  upon  the  fub- 
jedt.  It  is  too  painful/'  Howe  particularized  by  lay- 
ing— "  Major  Stockdon,  and  other  officers  of  the  New 
Jerfey  volunteers,  were  put  in  irons  at  Princeton.  The 
major  and  captain  of  that  regiment  were  marched  out 
of  that  place,  under  guard  and  hand-cuffed  together." 
Wafhington  rejoined — "  When  major  Stockdon  was  firft 
captured,  I  believe  that  he  and  one  or  two  officers  taken 
with '  him,  fuffered  the  treatment  which  you  mention. 
This  was  without  my  privity  or  confent ;  as  foon  as  I 
was  apprized  of  it,  relief  was  ordered.  But.furely  this 
event,  which  happened  fo  long  ago,  will  not  authorize 
the  charges  in  your  letter  of  the  fixth.'' 

On  the  loth  of  December,  all  the  American  officers 
were  removed  from  the  fbips  back  to  Long-ifland,  from 
whence  they  had  been  taken  and  carried  on  board.  The 
inhabitants  received  them  in  again,  upon  Mr.  Lewis 
j^entard's  engaging  to  pay  for  them  at  the  rate  of  ^o. 

hard 
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hird  doDars  per  wfeek.  There  were  250  of  them.  He  '777* 
afted  for  Mn  Boudinot.  Had  he  not  fengaged,  their 
former  board  hot  having  been  paid  for,  they  would  have 
been  returned  to  the  ftiips.  All  the  privates  there  have 
been  clothed  by*  hirn.  He  obferved  when  informing 
his  principal  of  thefe  particulars-^— "  The  privates  fhould 
have  a  little  frefti  beef,  efpecially  the  convalefcents,  who 
on  leaving  the  hofpitals  are  put  to  fait  meat,  and  relapfe 
immediately;  the  confequence  of  Which  js,  they  are 
dying  very  faft,  I  advife  fending  in  weekly  a  quantity 
of  frelh  provifion  for  their  confumption.'* 

The  board  of  war  had  a  conference  with  Mr.  BoudU , 
tioty  the  commiffary  general  of  prifoners,  at  York  Town 
on  the  2ift  of  December,  and  after  having  carefully 
examined  the  evidences  produced  by  him,  agreed  upon 
reporting)  befide  other  matters—"  That  there  are  about 
900  privates,  and  300  officers  in  the  city  of  New  York> 
and  about  500  privates  and  50  officers  in  Philadelphia! 
•-*-That  the  privates  in  New  York  Tiave  been  crowded 
all  fummer  in  fugar  houfes,  and  the  officers  boarded  on 
Long-ifland,  except  about  30,  who  have  been  confined 
in  the  provoft  guard  and  in  the  mod  loathfome  jails :— • 
That  fine/  the  beginning  of  Oftober  all  thefe  prifoners, 
both  officers  and  privates,  have  been  confined  in  prifon 
ihips,  or  the  provoft  :«^That  the  privates  in  PhiladeiU 
phia  have  been  kept  in  two  public  jails,  and  the  officer^ 
in  the  ftate  houfe  : — That,  from  the  bcfl  evidence  which 
the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  will  admit  of,  the  general  al- 
lowance of  prifoners  at  moft  does  not  exceed  four  ouncei 
of  meat,  and  as  much  bread  (often  fo  damaged  as  not 
to  be  eatable)  per  day,  and  often  much  lefs,  though 
tfie'  proFeffed  allowance  is  from  eigKt  to  ten  ounces  :-— 
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17 77.  That  it  has  bepn  a  common  praftice  with  the  enemy,  oii 
a  prifoner's  being  firft  captured,  to  keep  him  three,  four^ 
or  even  five  days  without  a  morfel  of  provifions  of  any 
kind,  and  then  to  tempt  him  to  inlift  to  fave  his  life  :— 
That  there  are  numerous  inftances  of  prifoners  of  war 
{ierifhing  in  all  the  agonies  of  hunger  from  their  fevere 
treatment :— That  being  generally  ftripped  of  what  clothes 
they  have  when  taken,  they  have  fufFered  greatly  for  the 
want  thereof  during  their  confinement/*  This  ill  treat- 
ment of  the  American  prifofters,  though  it  Ihor^pns  the 
lives  of  numbers,  tends  only  to  lengthen  the  war,  by 
irritating  the  people  at  large,  among  whom  it  is  quickly 
repotted. 

Let  us  now  quit  the  military  for  the  civil  department, 
though  with  refpeft  to  dates  we  muft  be  retrograde, 
oa.  On  Wednefday  Oftober  the  29th,  Mr^  prefidcnt  Han- 
^^*  •  cock  dofed  the  bufinefs  of  the  morning  by  taking*  leave 
of  congrefs  in  the  following  fpeech— "  Gentlemen,  Fri- 
day laft  completed  two  years  and  five  months  fince  you 
did  me  the  honor  of  elefting  me  to  fill  this  chair.  As  I 
-could  never  flatter  myfelf  your  choice  proceeded  from 
any  idea  of  my  abilities,  but  rather  from  a  partial  opi- 
nion of  my  attachment  to  the  liberties  of  America,  I 
felt  myfelf  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations  to  difchargc 
the  duties  of  the  office,  and  I  acijepted  the  appointment 
with:  the  firmeft  refolution  to  go  through  the  bufmefs  an- 
nexed to  it  in  the  beft  manner  I  was  able*  Every  ar- 
gument Gonfpired  to  make  me  exert  myfelf,  and  I  en- 
deavoured by  induftry  and  attention  to  make  up  for 
every  other  deficiency.*— As  to  my  condudt  both  in  and 
cut  of  cpngrefs  in  the  execution  of  your  bufinefs,  it  is 
improper  for  me  to  fay  any  thing.    You  are  the  beft 
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judges.    But  I  think  1  Ihall  be  forgiven,  if*  I  fay  I  have  »777* 
Ipared  no  pains,   expence,   or  labor,   to  gratify  your 
wiihesj  and  to  accomplilh  the  views  \  of  GOngrefs.— ^My 
health  being  much  impaired,  I  find  fome  relaxation  ab-» 
fclutely  neceflary,  after  fuch  conflant  application ;  I  muft 
therefore  requcfl  your  indulgence  for  leave  of  abfenCe 
for  two  months. — But  I  cannot  take  my  departure,  gen* 
demen,  without  exprefting  my  thanks  for  the  civility 
and  politenefs  I  have  experienced  from  you.     It  is  im-^ 
poifible  to  mention  this  without  a  heartfelt  pleafure.— If 
in  the  courfe  of  fo  long  a  period  as  I  have  had  the  honor 
to  fill  this  chair,  any  expreflions  may  have  dropped  from 
me  that  may  have  given  the  leafl  offence  to  any  mem- 
ber, as  it  was  not  intentional,  fb  I  hope  his  candor  will 
pafs  it  over.— May  every  happinefs,  gentlemen^  attend 
you  both  as  members  of  this  houfe  and  as  individuals ; 
and  I  pray  Heaven,  that  unanimity  and  perfevefance 
may  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  houfe ;  and  that  every  thing 
which  may  tend  to  difbaft  or  divide  your  councils,  may 
be  for  ever  baniQied." 

'^  The  congrefs  in  the  afternoon  ordered,  ^^  That  the 
fecretary  wait  on  the  prefident,  and  requefl  him  to  fur- 
niih  the  houfe  with  a  copy  of  the  Ipeech  with  which  he 
took  leave  of  congrefs."  When  the  fecretary  laid  it 
before  them,  the  Friday  following,  one  of  the  New 
York  delegates  introduced  an  anfwer  he  had  prepared, 
which  breathed  too  much  the  foothing  air  of  fervility, 
and  pofTefTed  too  fmall  a  portion  of  republican  indepen- 
dency, and  was  therefore  rcjeded.  But  it  was  moved, 
'\  That  the  thanks  of  congrefs  be  prefenced  to  John 
Hancock,  efq;  for  the  unremitted  attention  and  fteady 
iiQpartiaUty  which  he  has  manifeited  in  difcharge  of  the 
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'777*  various  duties  of  his  office  as  prefident  fince  his  defliotl 
to  the  chair  on  the  24th  day  of  May  1775."  Previous 
to  the  determination  of  this  motion,  it  was  moved,  '*  to 
refolve  as  the  opinion  of  congrefs,  that  it  is  irtipropet 
to  thank  any  prefident  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duties 
of  that  office."  The  South  Carolina  delegates  being 
divided,  and  the  New  Jerfey  delegate  not  voting,  the 
ftates  were  equally  divided,  four  and  four.  The  quef- 
tion  being  then  put  on  the  firft  motion,  and  thefe  dele- 
gates voting  in  the  affirmative, ,  it  was  accordingly  car- 
ried fix  againft  four. 

When  Mr.  Hancock  was  firft  elefted  in  conlequencc 
of  Mr.  Peyton  Randolph's  being  under  a  neceffity  of  re- 
turning to  Virginia,  it  was  expedled  that  as  foon  as  the 
.  latter  repaired  again  to  congrefs,  the  former  would  re- 
fign.  Of  this  he  was  reminded  by  one  of  His  Mafla- 
chufetts  brethren,  when  Mr.  Randolph  got  back,  but 
the  charms  of  prefidency  made  him  deaf  to  the  pri- 
vate advice  of  his  colleague,  and  no  one  could  with  pro- 
priety move  for  his  removal  that  the  other  might  be 
reftored.  In  the  early  ftage  of  his  prefidency  he  sLfted 
upon  republican  principles  -,  but  afterward  he  inclifted  to 
the  ariftocracy  of  the  New  York  delegates,  conht&d 
himfelf  with  them,  and  becarue  their  favorite.  He  at 
length  fell  in  fo  fully  with  their  plans,  that  a  Rhode . 
ifland  delegate  leftured  him  upon  it,  and  told  him' that 
he  had  forgotten  the  errand  on  which  he  ^-^s  fent  to 
.ongrefs,  and  advifed  hini  to  return  to  his  conftituents. 
'1  :us  verfatility  in  political  fentiments,  though  it'  cha^  " 
-^grined,  did  not  furprile  his  Maflachufetts  brethreh'j  for  ^ 
they 'remembered,  that  at  a  certain  period,  he  was  upon 
the  point  of  joining  the  tory  club  at  Boftoni  (as  it- was 
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called)  whereby  he  alarmed  the  liberty  party  .moft  amaz- 1777, 
ingly,  and  obliged  them  to  exert  all  their  influence  to 
prevent  fo  dangerous  and  mortifying  an  event. 

In  the  chair  he  fo  acquitted  himfelf,  that  a  member 
of  congr^jfs  wrote  in  May,  v/hen  it  was  thought  he  would 
return  to  the  Maflachufetts — "  This  letter  will  go  by 
prefident  Hancpckj  for  whofe  abfence  from  congrefs  I. 
am  much  toncerned,  though  his  great  fatigue  and  long 
att^ndiiace  entitle  him  to  fome  relaxation.  How  wc 
fliaJl  dp  without  him  I  know  not,  for  we  have  never  yet 
put  in  a  chairman,  on  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
that  could  in  any  meafure  fill  his  place.  He  has  not 
qaly  dignity  and  impartiality,  which  are  the  great  requi- 
fit^s  xaf  ^  pxefident  of  fuch  a  body,  but  has  an  alertnefs, 
atnenttton  ,and  readinefs  to  conceive  of  any  motion  and 
its  tepdjCAcy,  and  of  every  alteration  propoied  in  the 
cojurfe  of  a  debate,  which  greatly  tends  to  facilitate  and 
^:^peditc  huGxvefs."  ^The  chair  is  known  to  be  his  fort. 
As  cl^irman  of  a  committee,  or  any  other  body,  he 
ppefid^  with  much  advantage  to  himfelf;  but  it  has 
been  and  is  obferved,  that  the  number  at  the  head  of 
whom  he  is,  whether  many  or  few,  makes  a  wide  dif- 
ferewe  in  iiim  :  when  great,  he  appears  to  be  in  his  own 
clenjieftt,  ^nd  all  is  animation ;  if  fmall,  it  is  otherwife. 
XiljiipS  is  <e.wxaip^  to  public  charafters,  efpepially  where 
t^n^  as  i^  ipndtteis  ibr  popularity. 

*^  Cengrefs  prQce,eded  to  the  election  of  a  prefident ;  Nor.  ! 
jlivd  the  bjJic^ts  being  tak^n,  the  honorable  Henry  Lau-     ^*    \ 
teo?  Wfis  ejJeiSbed."     He 'is  a  South  Carolina  delegate,  ^ 
gfafvliJe^jin  of  a  large  eftate  and  of  an  approved  charac- 
ter.    He  was  in  England  when  the  troubles  were  com* 
li^  fqrwardj,  and  uppn  learning  the  intentions  of  miniftry, 
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1777.  returned  with  a  fixed  determination  to  rifk  all  in  the 
caufe  of  his  country  and  liberty.  Gen.  Wafhington  has 
;  pointed  out  to  him  gen.  Greene/ as  the  moll  fuitablc 
perfon  in  his  judgment  to  lucceed  in  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  American  army,  in  cafe  he  himfelf  Ihould 
be  taken  off  by  death  or  in  any  other  way. 
Nov,  Colonel  Wilkinfon,  who  brought  the  difpatches  from 
3'  gen.  Gates,  attended  and  delivered  a  meflage  from  him 
to  congrefs  in  the  following  words,  "  I  have  it  in  charge 
from  major  gen.  Gates,  to  reprefent  to  the  honorable 
congrefs,  that  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne  at  the  time  he  capi- 
tulated, was  ftrongly  intrenched  on  a  formidable  poft 
with  twelve  days  provifion ;  that  the  redudtion  of  fort 
Montgomery  and  the  enemy's  confequent  progrefs  up 
the  Hudfon's  riVer,  endangered  our  arfenal  at  Albany, 
a  refleftion  which  left  gen.  Gates  no  time  to  contcft  the 
capitulation  with  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  but  induced  the 
neceflity  of  immediately  clofing  with  his  propofals,  ha- 
zarding a  difadvantageous  attack,  ox  retiring  from  his 
pofition  for  the  fccurity  of  our  magazine ;  this  delicate 
fituation  abridged  our  conquefts,  and  procured  lieut. 
gen.  Burgoyne  the  terms  he  enjoys.  Had  our  attack 
been  carried  againft  lieut.  gen.  Burgoyne,  the  difinem- 
berment  of  our  army  muft  neceffarily  have  been  'fuch 
as  would  have  incapacitated  it  from  further  aftion.  With 
an  army  in  health,  vigor  and  fpirits,  major  gen.  Gates 
now  wait^  the  commands  of  the  honorable  congrefs." 
Befide  thanking  Gates,  Lincoln,  Arnold,  and  the  reft 
of  the  officeris  and  troops  under  his  command,  the  con- 
grefs refolved  the  next  day,  that  a  medal  of  gold  flioqld 
be  ftruck  in  commemoration  of  the  convention  and  in 
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the  name  of  the  United  States  be  prefented  by  the  pre-  '777* 
lident  to  major  gen.  Gates. 

Congrefs  refolved,  "  That  major  gen.  Mifflin's  refig-    7* 
nation  of  the  office  of  quarter-mafter  general  be  accepted, 
but  that  his  rank  and  commiffion  of  major  general  be 
continued  to  him,  without  the  pay  annexed  to  that  office, 
until  further  order  of  congrefs.'*     In  Oftober  they  re- 
folved,  "  That  a  board  of  war  be  eftablilhed;^  to  conftft 
of  three  perfons  not  members  of  congrefs."     They  now 
took  up  that  bufinefs  and  proceeded  to  the  eleftion  of 
the  board,  when  major  gen.  Mifflin,  col.  Timothy  Pick- 
ering, and  col,  Robert  H.  Harrifon  were  elefted.     A 
fortnight  after,  in  confequence  of  a  conference  between 
fome  of  the  members  and  Mifflin,  they  refolved,  "  That 
twQ  additional  commiffioners  he  appointed  to  execute 
the  department  of  the  war  office ; -^  and  Harrifon  de- 
clining to  ferve,  they  on  the  27  th  proceeded  to  the  elec* 
tion  of  three  commiffioners,   when  major  gen.  Qates, 
Jofeph  Trumbull  and  Richard  Peters  efqrs.  y^re  ele<Slj- 
^d ;  it  was  then  refolved,  "  That  major  gen.  Gates  be 
appointed  prefident  of  the  board  of  war.'*     Gates  yys^s 
to  retain  his  rank  as  major  general  in  the  army,  and  to 
officiate  at  the  board  or  in  the  field  as  occafion  might 
require. 

The  great  bufineft  of  the  CONFEDERATION 
calls  for  our  next  attention.  It  was  on  the  nth  erf*  June 
1776,  that  it  was  refolved  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  and  digeft  the  form  of  one.  By  the  i  lih  of 
July,  they  brought  in  a  draught,  which  was  read  and  or-^. 
dered  to  be  printed  for  the  confideration  of  congrefs 
alone ;  and  no  member  was  to  fumifti  any  perfi>n  with 
^is  copy,  or  take  any  fteps  by  whijch  the  faid  cpnfeder, 
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1777*  ration  might  be  re-printed.    After  having  been  beford 

congrefs  nine  and  thirty  times,  on  different  days,  a  copy 

of  the  confederation  being  made  out,  and  fundry  amend- 

j^  ^  ments  made  in  the  diftion,  without  altering  the  fenfc, 

15.     the  fame  was  agreed  to  on  the  15  th  of  laft  Noviembcr, 

and  is  as  follows  5 

ARTICLES  OF  CONFEDERATION  and  PER- 
PETUAL  UNION   between  the  dates  of  New 
I       Hampfhire,   Maffachufetts  Bay,   Rhode  Iflajod  and 
i      Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Kew 
;       Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delav^are,  Maryland,  Yirginia^^ 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 

Article  i.  The  ftile  of  this  confederacy  ftiaijl  bje  "Sfi&< 
United  States  of  America'' 

Article  2.  Each  ftate  retains  its  fovereignty,  frecdoa^ 
and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurifdi6ti^  and 
^igbt,  which  is  not  by  this  confederation  exfrefi^  dele«r 
gated  to  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled. 

Article  3.  The  faid  ftates  hereby  feverally  enter  into  t 
'  firm  league  of  friendfhip  with  each  other,  for  their  com^ 
mon  defence,  the  fecurity  of  their  liberties  and  their  mu- 
tual and  general  welfare;  binding  themfelves  to  affift 
each  other  againft  all  force  offered  to,  or  attacks  mad^. 
upon  them  or  any  of  them  on  account  of  relig^on^i  ioYt-- 
reignty,  trade,  or  any  other  pretence  whatever. 

Article  4.  The  better  to  fecure  and  pei^tuate  nciutud 
friendfhip  and  intercourfe  among  the  people  of  the  difr 
ferent  ftates  in  this  union,  the  free  inhabitants  of  each  of 
thefe  ftates,  (paupers,  vagabonds  and  fugitives  from  juf-  , 
tice  excepted,)  fhall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  ioir 
muni  ties  of  free  citizens  in  the  feyefal  ftates  3  and  the 
i  peopk 
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people  of  each  ftate  fhall  have  free  ingrefs  and  regrefs  »777» 
to  and  from  any  other  ftate,  and  fh^ll  enjoy  therein  all 
the  privileges  of  trade  and  commerce,  fubjeft  to  the  fame 
duties,  impofitions  and  re{lri<£Uons  as  the  inhabitants 
hereof  refpe6tively>  provided  that  fuch  reftriftions  fhall 
not  extend  fb  far  as  to  prevent  the  nemo val  of  property 
inaported  into  ^iny  ftate  to  any  other  ftate,  of  which  the 
owner  is  an  inhabitant ;  provi4ed  alfo  that  no,  impofition, 
duties  or  reftridion,  ihall  be  laid  by  any  ftate  on  the 
jaroperty  of  the  United  States  or  either  of  them. 

If  any  perfon  guilty  of  or  charged  with  treafon,  felony 
or  other  high  mifdemeanor  in  any  ftate,  ihall  flee  from 
jviftice  and  be  found  in  any  of  the  United  States,  he  ftiall 
upon  demand  of  the  governor  or  es^ecutive  power  of  the 
ftate  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  and  removed 
%o  die  ftate  having  jurifdidion  of  his  offence. 

pvrll  faith  and  credit  fhali  he  given  in  each  of  thefe 
ftat^s  %Q  the  records,  *(3;s  and  jqdici^  proceedings  gf  the 
courts  ^nd  magiftrates  cf  every  other  ftate.  . 

jMGticle  5,  JFor  th^  more  convenient  management  of 
the  general  interefts  of  the  United  States,  delegates  fhall 
be  ranouJlUy  appointed,  in  fuch  rpanner  as  the  legiflature 
of  each  jftate  flWU  direA,  to  meet  in  congrefs  on  die  firft 
Mooday  in  November,  in  every  year,  with  a  power  re- 
ferved  to  each  ftate  to  recall  its  delegates  or  any  of  t^iem^ 
at  -2^y  time  wthin  the  year,  and  to  lend  others  in  their 
Ikjptd,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

:N:o  ftate  ft^  he  repreiented  in  congrefs  by  lefs  than 
tsWQ  nor  by  -mojre  Aan  feven  members ;  and  no  perfpn 
flisdl  he  capable  of  l^ing  a  delegate  for  more  than  three 
years  in  any  term  of  fix  years;  nor  fhall  any  perfon,  be-? 

ipg  a  4€legate,  be  capable  of  holding  any  office  under 

th? 
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*777»  the  United  States,  for  which  he,  or  any  other  for  his 
benefit;^  receives  any  falary,  fees  or  emolument  of  any 
kinde 

Each  ftate  Ihall  maintain  its  own  delegates  in  any 
meeting  of  the  ftates,  and  while  they  a£t  as  members 
of  the  conrimittee  of  the  ftates. 

In  determining  queftions  in  the  United  States  in  con- 
grefs  affembled,  each  ftate  ihall  have  one  vote. 

Freedom  of  Ijpeech  and  debate  in  congrefs  (hall  not  be 
impeached  or  queftioned  in  any  court  or  place  out.  of 
congrefs ;  and  the  members  of  congrefs  ihall  be  protedted 
in  their  perfons  from  arrefts  and  imprifonments,  during 
the  time  of  their  going  to  and  from  and  attendance  on 
congrefs,  except  for  treafon,  felony  or  breach  of  the 
peace* 

Article  6.  No  ftate,  without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  alTembled,  ihall  lend  any  embaiTy  to, 
or  receive  any  embaiTy  from,  pr  enter  into  any  confe- 
rence,  agreement,  alliance  or  treaty  with  any  king,  prince 
or  ftate  J  nor  ihall  any  perfon  holding  any  office  of  profit 
or.truft  under  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  ac- 
cept of  any  prefent,  ertiolument,  office  or  tide  bf  any 
kind  whatever  from  any  king,  prince  or  foreign  ftate  5 
nor  ihall  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aiTembled,  or 
any  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 
'  No  two  or  mpre  ftates  ihall  enter  into  any  treaty, 
confederation  or  alliance  whatever  between  them*  with- 
out  the  confent  of  the  United  States  in  congrefs  aifem- 
bled>  fpecifying  accurately  the  purpofes  for  which  the 
fame  is  to  be  entered  ifjto,  and  how  long  it  ihall.  coji^ 
tinue. 

No 
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No  ftate  fhall  lay  any  impofts  or  duties,  which  may  1777^ 
interfere  with  any  ftipulations  in  treaties  entered  into  by        [ 
the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  with  any  king, 
prince  or  ftate,  in  purfuance  of  any  treaties  already  pro- 
pofed  by  congrefs  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain. 

No  veflels  of  war  fhall  be  kept  up  in  time  of  peace  by 
any  ftate,  except  fuch  number  only,  as  ftiall  be  deemed 
neceffary  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  for 
the  defence  of  fuch  ftate  or  its  trader  nor  fhall  anybody 
of  forces  be  kept  up  by  any  ftate,  in  time  of  peace,  ex- 
cept fuch  number  only  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  affembled,  fhall  be  deemed  requifite 
to  garrifon  the  forts  neceffary  for  the  defence  of. fuch 
ftjlte  J  but  every  ftate  fhall  always  keep  up  a  well  regula- 
ted, and  difciplined  militia,  fufficiently  armed  and  ac- 
coutred, and  fhall  provide  and  have  conftantly  ready  for 
life,  in  public  ftores,  a  due  number  of  field  pieces  and 
tehts,  and  a  proper  cjuantity  of  arms,  ammunition  ami 
camp  equipage. 

No  ftate  fhall  engage  in  any  war  without  the  confent 
of  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled,  unlefs  fuch 
ftate  be  aftually  invaded  by  enemies,  or  fhall  have  cer- 
tain advice  of  a  refblution  being  formed  by  fome  nation 
of  Indians  to  invade  fuch  ftate,  and  the  danger  is  fo  im- 
minent as  not  to  admit  of  a  delay  till  the  United  States  in 
congrefs  affembled  can  be  confulted  ^  nor  fhall  any  ftate 
grant  commiflions  to  any  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  nor  let- 
ters of  marque  or  reprifal,  except  it  be  after  a  declara- 
tion of  war  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled, 
ahd  then  only  againft  the  kingdom  or  ftate  and  the  fub- 
jedb  thereof  againft  which  war  has  been  fo  declared,  and 
under  fuch'  reg;ulations  as  fhall  be  cftabliflied  by  the 

'United 
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J  77-7.  United  States  in  congrefs  alTennbled,  unlefc  fuch  &^ttMt 
infefted  by  pirates,  in  which  cafe  yeffeis  of  war  may  be 
*  fitted  out  for  that  occafion  and  kept  fo  long  as  the  dan- 
ger Ihall  continue,  or  until  the  United  States  in  congreli 
ajSernbled  ftiall  determine  ptherwife. 

j^rticje  7.  When  laad  forces  are  raifcd  by  apy  ftate 
fpr  tlie  common  defence,  all  pfficers  qf  or  under  jche 
'  i:ank  of  cobnel  ihall  be  appointed  by  the  legiflature  of 
each  ftate  refpedtiyely  by  whom  fuch  forces  Ihall  be  raifed, 
or  in  fuch  manner  as  fuch  ftate  ftiall  direft  i  apd  ^  ya^ 
cancies  ftiall  be  filled  up  by  the  ftate  which  firft  made 
.  the  appointment. 

Article  8.  All  charges  of  war  and  ^ll-other  ospenqes 
i^at  ihall  be  incurred  for  the  common  defence  or  gene* 
rai  welfare,  and  allowed  by  the  United  States  in  cop- 
grefe  aflembled,  J(h^ll  be  defrayed  out  of  a  commpn  ^ea- 
f\iry,  wjiich  ftiall  be  fupplied  by  the  feveral  ftates  in  pror 
portbjl  to  the  value  of  aU  land  within  each  ftate,  grantted 
to  or  furveyed  for  any  perfon,  as  fuch  land  and  the  build- 
ings ^pd  iipaprovements  thereon  ftaall  be  eftimate4>  ac- 
/  coording  to  fuch  mode  as  the  United  Stiites  in  congreifs 
^Ufembled  ftiall  from  tinae  to  tincie  direft  and  appoint. 

Ttie  taxes  for  paying  ,that  proportioi;i  ftiall  be  iai4  ^i 
levied  by  the  authority  and  direftion  of  the  iegifl^ures 
of  the  feveral  ftates  within  the  time  agreed  up,Qn  by  ,th? 
United  States  in  rcongrels  affembled. 

Article  9,  The  United  S.tates  in  congreis  aflfen^hk^ 
fhall  have  the  fole  and  e^clufive  fight  ^nd  power  0^  de-r 
termining  on  peace  and  war,  except  in  jthe  cafes  i»efiUr 
oned  in  the  fixth  article**«of  fending  and  receiving  f^qn- 
bafladors«ip»entering  into  treaties  and  alliances,  fu"pvide4 
th^t  np  treaty  of  ^opunerce  fti^U  :be  }m^i.  whereby  )t}tf 

Jegifta* 
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Icgiflativc  powef  of  the  refpe<5iive  ftates  fhall  be  reftrain-  i77> 
ed  !h)m  impofing  fuch  impofts  and  duties  on  foreigners 
as  their  own  people  are  fubjefled  to,  or  from  prohibiting 
riie  exportation  or  inriportation  of  any  fpecics  of  goods  ot 
conrtmodities  whatfoever-— of  eftablifhing  rules  for  decid- 
ing in  all  cafesi  what  captures  oh  land  or  water  fhall  bcf 
legal,  and  in  what  manner  prize's  t^iken  by  land  or  naval 
forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  Ihall  be  di- 
vided or  appropriated— of  granting  letters  of  marque, 
and  reprifal  in  tirne  of  peace-^appointi^g  courts  for  the 
frial  of  piracies  arid  felonies  comniitted  on  the  high 
feas,  aiid  eftablifhing  courts  for  receiving  and  determin- 
ing fiirally  appeals  in  all  cafes  of  captures,  provided  thtt 
ito  nfemberof  congrefs  fliall  be  appointed  judge  of  any 
erf"  Ae  faid  courts. 

Yhe  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  Ihall  alfo> 
be  the  laft  refort  on  appeal  in  all  difputes  and  differerices 
rtow  fubfiftirig  or  that  hereafter  may  arife  between  two 
dr  'more  ftates  concerning  boundary,  jurifdiftion,  or  any 
dther  caufe  whatever ;  which  authority  fliall  alwatys  be 
eltercifed  in  the  manner  following :  whenever  the  legif- 
lative  or  executive  authority  or  lawful  agent  of  any  ftate 
in  controverfy  with  another  fliall  prefcnt  a  petition  tcj 
congrefs,  ftating  the  matter  in  queftion  and  praying  for 
a  hearing,  notice  thereof  fliall  be  given  by  order  of  con- 
grefs to  the  legiflative  or  executive  authority  of  the  other 
ftate  in  contfoVerfy,  and  a  day  afflgned  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  parties  by  their  lawful  agents,  who -fliall  then 
be  direfted  to  appoint  by  joint  confent  coriiminiohcrs  or 
judges  to  conftltute  a  court  for  hearing  and  deterndiriing 
the  matter  in  queftion;  but  if  they  Clannot  agree,  ccSi- 
grcft  fliall  nume^thret  perfons  out  of  each  of  the  United 

States^ 
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1777.  States,  and  from  the  lift  of  fuch  perfons  each  party  fliall 
alternately  ftrike  out  one,  the  petitioners  beginning,  until 
the  number  lb  all  be  reduced  to  thirteen  j  and  from  that 
number  not  lefs  than  feyen  nor  ipore  than  nine  names> 
as  congrefs  Ihall  direft,  fhall  in  the  prefence  of  congrefs 
be  drawn  out  by  lot ;  and  the  perfons  whofe  names  Ihall 
be  fo  drawn  or  any  five  of  them,  fhall  be  commiffionera 
or  judges  to  hear  and  finally  determine  the  controverly> 
fo  always  as  a  major  part  of  the  judges,  who  fhall  hear 
die  caufe,  fhall  agree  in  the  determination :  and  if  either 
party  fhall  negleft  to  attend  at  the  day  appointed,  with- 
out fhowing  reafons  which  congrefs  fhall  judge  fufficient, 
or  being  present  fhall  refufe  to  ftrike,  the  congrefs  fhaU 
proceed  to  nominate  three  perfons  out  of  each  ftate,  and 
the  fecretary  of  congrefs  Ihall  ftrike  in  behalf  of  fuch 
party  abfent  or  refufing ;  and  the  judgment  and  fentence 
of  the  court  to  be  appointed,  in  the  manner  before  pre- 
fcribed,  fhall  be  final  and  conclufive;  and  if  any  of  the 
parties  fhall  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of  flich 
court,  or  to  appear  or  defend  their  claim  or  caufe,  the 
cpyrt  fhall  neverthelefs  profceed  to  pronounce  fentence  or 
judgment,  which  fhall  in  like  manner  be  final  and  deci- 
five,  the  judgment  or  fentence  and  other  proceedings 
being  in  either  cafe  tranfmitted  to  congrefs,  and  lodged 
among  the  afts  of  congrefs  for  the  fecurity  of  the  par-» 
ties  concerned :  provided,  that  every  commiffioner,  be- 
fore he  fits  in  judgment,  fhall  take  an  oath  to  be  admi- 
niftered  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  or  fliperior 
court  of  the  ftate,  where  the  caufe  fhall  be  tried,  '^  well 
and  truly  to  hear  and  determine  the  matter  in  queftion, 
according  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment,  without  favor, 
afFeftion  or  hope  of  reward ;"   provided  alfo,  that  no 

ftate 
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ftafte  (hall  be  deprived  of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  '777« 
United  States. 

All  controverfies  concerning  the  private  right  of  foil, 
claimed  under  different  grants  of  two  or  more  ftates, 
whofe  jurifdiftions  as  they  may  reipefc  fuch  lands  and 
the  Hates  which  pafled  fuch  grants  are  adjufted,  the  faid 
grants  or  either  of  them  being  at  the  fame  time  claimed 
to  have  originated  antecedent  to  fuch  fettlement  of  jurif- 
fiidtion,  Ihall,  on  the  petition  of  either  party  to  the  con- 
grefe  of  the  United  States,  be  finally  determined,  as  near 
as  may  be  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  before  prefcribed 
for  deciding  difputes  relpefting  territorial  jurifdidtion 
between  difierent  ftates. 

The  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  (hall  alfo  have 
the  fole  and  exclufive  right  and  power  of  regulating  the 
alloy  and  value  of  coin  ftruck  by  their  own  authority,  or 
by  that  of  the  refpeftive  ftates— fixing  the  ftandard  of 
weights  and  meafures  throughout  the  United  States — 
regulating  the  tirade  and  managing  all  aflfairs  with  the  In- 
dians not  members  of  any  of  the  ftates  -,  provided  that 
the  legiflative  right  of  any  ftate  within  its  own  limits  be 
not  infringed  or  violated — eftablifhing  and  regulating 
poft-ofEces  from  one  ftate  to  another  throughout  all  the 
United  States,  and  exafting  fuch  poftage  on  the-  papers 
palling  through  the  fame  as  may  be  requifite  to  defray 
the  expences  of  the  faid  office — appointing  all  officers 
of  the  land  forces  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
excepting  regimental  officers — appointing  all  the  officers 
of  the  naval  forces,  and  commiffioning  all  officers  what- 
ever in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States — making  rules 
for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  faid  land  and 
iiaval  forces,  and  directing  their  operations. 

The 
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» 77T»  The  Unitfed  States  In  congrefs  aflembled  fhall  have  atii 
thority  to  appoint  a  committee  to  fit  in  the  reccfs  of  con- 
grefs, to  be  denominated ' "  a  committee  of  the  fidtesy^ 
.  and  to  cpnfift  of  one  delegate  from  each  ftate,  and  to  ap- 
point fuch  other  committees  and  civil  officers  as  may  be 
neceffaa*y  for  managing  the  general  affairs  of  the  United 
States,  under  their  diredlion-— to  appoint  one  of  their  nunii^ 
her  to  prefidc,  provided  that  no  perfon  be  allowed  to 
fcrve  in  the  office  of  prefident  more  than  one  year  in 
any  term  of  three  years— to  afcertain  the  neceffary  fums 
of  money  to  be  raifed  for  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  appropriate  and  apply  the  fame  for  defraying  the 
public  expences— -to  borrow  money  or  emit  bills  on  the 
credit  of  the  United  States,  tranfmitting  every  half  year 
to  the  relpedlive  ftates  an  account  of  the  furtis  of  money 
io  borrowed  or  emitted— to  build  and  equip  a  navy— to 
agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requi- 
iitions  from  each  ftate  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants  in  fuch  ftate ;  which  requi-^ 
fition  fhall  be  binding,  and  thereupon  the  legiflature  of 
each  ftate  fhall  appoint  the  regimental  officers,  raife  the 
men,  and  clothe,  arm  and  equip  them  in  a  foldier-like 
manner,  at  the  expence  of  the  United  States ;  and  th^ 
officers  and  men  fo  clothed,  armed  and  equipped,  Ihall 
march  to  the  place  appointed  and  within  the  time  agreed 
on  by  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  :  but  if  the 
United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  fhall  on  confidera* 
tion  of  circumftances,  judge  proper  that  any  ftate  fhotild 
not  raife  men  or  fhould  raife  a  fmaller  number  than  its 
quota,  and  that  any  other  ftate  fhould  raife  a  greatet 
number  of  men  than  the  quota  thereof,  fuch  extra  num- 
ber fhall  be  raifed,  officered,  clothed,  armed  and  eq^if)- 

,     ped 
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ped  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  quota  of  fuch  ftate,  unlefi  '  777* 
the  legiflaturie  of  fuch  ftate  (hall  judge  that  fuch  extra 
number  cannot  be  fafely  fpared  out  of  the  fame ;  in  which 
cafe  they  fhall  raife,  officer,  clothe,  arm  and  equip  as 
many  of  fbch  extra  number  as  they  judge  can  be  fafely 
(pared.  And  the  officers  and  men  fo  clothed,  armed  and 
equipped,  ftiall  march  to  the  place  appointed  and  within 
the  time  agreed  on  by  the  United  States  in  congrefi 
affembled. 

The  United  States  in  cortgrefs  aflfembled  (hall  never 
engage  in  a  war  nor  grant  letters  of  marque  and  repri* 
fal  in  time  of  peace,  nor  enter  into  any  treaties  or  alli- 
ances, nor  coin  money,  nor  regulate  the  value  thereof 
nor  afcertain  the  fums  and  expences  nece(rary  for  the  de- 
fence and  welfare  of  the  United  States  or  any  of  them; 
nor  emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  nor  appropriate  money,  nor  agree  upon 
the  number  of  veflTels  of  war  to  be  built  or  purchafed^  or 
the  number  of  land  or  fea  forces  to  be  raifed,  nor  appoint 
a  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  or  navy,  unlefs  nind 
ftates  aflfent  to  the  fame ;  nor  (hall  a  queftion  on  any 
other  point>  except  for  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  be 
determined,  unlefs  by  the  votes  of  a  majority  of  the 
United  States  in  congrefs  a(rembled. 

The  Congrefs  of  the  United  States  (hall  have  power 
to  adjourn  to  any  time  within  the  year,  and  to  any  place 
within  the  United  States,  fo  that  no  period  of  adjoummcnt 
be  for  a  longer  duration  than  the  (pace  of  fix  months^ 
and  (hall  publifh  the  journal  of  their  proceedings  month- 
lyi  except  fuch  parts  thereof  relating  to  treatiesj  alliances 
or  military  operations,  as  in  their  judgment  require  fe-» 
erecyj  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  delegates  gf  each , 
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I777.  ftate  on  any  queftion  fhall  be  entered  on  the  journal, 
^  when  it  is  defired  by  any  delegate ;  and  the  delegates  of 
a  ftate>  or  any  of  them,  at  his  or  their  requeft,  ftiall  be 
furnifhed  with  a .  tranfcript  of  the  faid  journal,  except 
fuch  parts  as  are  above  excepted,  to  lay  before  the  legif- 
latures  of  the  feveral  ftates. 

Article  10.  The  committee  of  the  ftates,  or  any  nine 
of  them,  fhall  be  authorifed  to  execute,  in  the  recefs  of 
congrefs,  fuch  of  the  powers  of  congrefs  as  the  United 
States  in  congrefs  affembled  by  the  confent  of  nine  ftates 
fliall  from  time  to  time  think  expedient  to  veft  them  with; 
provided  that  no  power  be  delegated  to  the  faid  com- 
mittee, for  the  exercife  of  which,  by  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, the  voice  of  nine  ftates  in  the  congrefs  of  the 
United  States  affembled  is  requifite. 

Article  11.  Canada  acceding  to  this  confederation,  and 
joining  in  the  meafures  of  the  United  States,  fhall  be  ad- 
mitted into  and  entitled  to  all  the  advantages  of  this 
union :  but  no  odier  colony  fhall  be  admitted  into  the 
fame  unlefs  fuch  admiffion  be  agreed  to  by  nine  ftates. 

Article  12..  All  bills  of  credit  emitted,  monies  bor- 
rowed, and  debts  contrafted  by  or  under  the  authority 
of  cbngi  efs,  before  the  aflembling  of  the  United  States, 
in  purfuance  of  the  prefent, confederation,  fhall  be  deemed 
and  confidered  as  a  charge  againft  the  United  States,  for 
payment  and  fatisfaftion  whereof  the  faid  United  States 
and  the  public  faith  are  liereby  folemnly  pledged. 

Article  13.  Every  ftate  fliall  abide  by  the  determinati- 
ons  of  the  United  States  in  congrefs  affembled  on  all  quef- 
tions  which  by  this  confederation  are  fubmitted  to  them. 
And  the  articles  of  this  <:onfederation  fhall  be  inviola-f 
bly  obferyed  by  every  ftate,  and  the  union  ihail  be  pcr- 
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petualj  nor  Ihall  any  alteration  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ^777« 
made  in  any  of  them  j  Unlels  fuch  alteration  be  agrecci 
to  in  a  cbngrefs  of  the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards 
confirmed  by  the  legiflatures  of  every  ftate. 

Thefe  articles  have  been  forwarded  to  the  legiflatures 
of  all  the  United  States,  to  be  confidered ;  and  if  ap- 
proved of  by  them^  the  faid  legiflatlires  are  advifed  to 
authorize  their  delegates  to  ratify  the  fame  in  the  con- 
grefs,  that  fo  they  may  become  conclufive*  They  have 
been  accompanied  with  a  circular  letter,  recommending 
them  to  the  immediate  and  difpaffionate  attention  of  the 
legiflatures ;  and  urging  them  to  haften  the  conclufion  of 
the  plan  for  confederation.  They  will  be  fupported  in  this 
ftate  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Samuel  Adams  and  Mr. 
John  Adams,  who  obtained  leave  of  abfence  to  vifit  theii* 
families  a  week  before  the  finifhed  Copy  was  agreed  to 
by  congrefs.  Thefe  two  gentlemen  fland  in  the  relation 
of  fecond  couiins  to  each  other. 

The  fame  day  the  copy  was  agreed  to,  a  committee  ] 
was  appointed  to  coUeft  and  digeft  fome  late  difcoveries    : 
for  making  molafTes  and  fpirits  from  the  juice  of  Indian 
cornftalks,   and  to  report  a  plan  for  communicating 
fuch  difcoveries  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  ftates. 
I'he  fcarcity  and  dearnefs  of  molafTes  and  fpirits,  and 
the  difBculty  of  procuring  a  fupply  from  the  Wefl  In- 
dies>  have  induced  fome  ingenious  enterprifmg ,  minds 
to  grind  the  Indian  corn  ftalks,  while  in  a  certain  flatc     ' 
of  verdure,  and  to  obtain  from  the  juice,  by  ^boiling  it, 
a  kind  of  molafTes.    Several  have  followed  the  example  j 
and  the  expeftation  of  the  public  in  many  places  is 
I    raifed;  but  the  quantity  of  molafTes  produced  is  top 

Da  fmall. 
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'77''*fmall,  and  the  quality  too  poor,  to  anfwer  expcnccs  and 
to  fupply  the  demands  of  the  market,  fo  that  this  mode 
of  obtaining  it  will  foon  ceafe. 

Nov.  It  was  reported  by  a  committee,  ^^  That  an  inroad 
has  been  made  on  the  weftern  frontiers  of  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvania  by  fome  favage  tribes  of  Indians,  wherein 
a  number  of  helplefe  people  have  been  cruelly  maflacred, 
and  the  peaceable  inhabitants  driven  from  their  homes, 
and  reduced  to  great  diftrefs :  and  That,  from  a  num- 
ber of  papers  ftiled  proclamations,  under  the  hand  and 
feal  of  Henry  Hamilton,  lieut.  gov.  of  Fort  Detroit,  as 
well  as  from  other  information  and  circumftances,  it  ap- 
pears that  thefe  favages  have  been  inftigated  by  Britifh 
agents  and  emiflaries,  and  particularly  by  the  laid  H» 
Hamilton  to  this  barbarous  and  murderous  war/* 

Congrefs  having  received  information,  that  the  ene- 
mies of  the  United  States  endeavoured  to  propagate  in 
Europe  groundlefs  reports,  that  a  treaty  had  been  held 
between  congrefs  and  the  commiffioners  of  the  king  of 
Great  Britain,  by  which  it  was  probable  that  a  recon- 
ciliation would  take  place,  refolved,  "  That  the  com- 
miffioners of  the  faid  United  States,  at  thefeveral  courts 
in  Europe,  be  authorized  to  reprefent  to  the  courts  at  which 
they  relpeftively  refide,  that  no  treaty  whatever  has  been 
held  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  his  com- 
miffioners and  the  faid  United  States,  fince  their  declara- 
tion of  independence.**  They  alfo  refolved,  "  That  all 
propofals  for  a  treaty  between  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
or  any  of  his  commiffioners,  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  inconfiftent  with  the  independence  of  the 
faid  ftates^  or  with  fuch  treaties  or  alliances  as  may  be 
formed  under  their  authority,  will  be  rejeded  by  con- 
grefs." 
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gre&/'  'The  communication  however  of  this  laft  re-  '777* 
folve,  was  to  be  fufpcnded  until  upon  a  general  conful- 
tation  of  the  commiflioners  a  majority  fhould  judge  it 
neceffary.  Congrefs  (plunged  into  difficulties  through  \. 
an  excefs  of  paper  currency,  which  they  are  continually 
increiafing  by  new  emiffions)  have  been  and  are  attempt- 
ing remedies  that  can  never  anfwer.  Some  are  of  that 
nature  as  neceflarily  to  produce  baneful  confequences ; 
and  yet  are  perfifted  in  after-trial:  of  this  kind  is  the 
regulating  and  afcertaining  the  price  of  labor,  manu- 
factures, internal  produce,  and  commodities  imported 
from  foreign  parts.  It  has  been  recommended  to  all 
the  ftates  to  appoint  commiflioners  to  convene,  fome  ir> 
one  place  on  the  fifteenth  of  January,  fome  in  another 
on  die  fifteenth  of  February,  for  the  regulating  of  prices; 
and  after  that,  to  enaft  fuitable  laws  to  enforce  the  ob- 
fervance  of  fuch  regulations.  They  have  alfo  refolved, 
*^  That  it  be  earneftly  recommended  to  the  feveral 
ftates,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  confifcate  and  make  fale 
of  all  the  real  and  perfonal  eftates  therein  of  fuch  of  their 
inhabitants  and  other  perfons  who  have  forfeited  the 
fame,  and  the  right  to  the  proteftion  of  their  refpeftive 
ftates ;  and  to  inveft  the  money  arifing  from  the  fales  iii 
continental  loan  office  certificates,  to  be  appropriated  in 
fuch  manner  as  the  refpeftive  ftates  fhall  hereafter  direft." 
This  refolve  will  encourage  the  ftates  to  make  fale  of 
the  eftates  alluded  to,  but  will  not  bind  them  to  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  purchafe-money  in  the  manner  propofed. 
Artful  individuals  will  avail  themfelves  of  it  for  their 
own  emolument,  but  it  will  be  of  little  or  no  benefit  to 
the  public  at  large. 

P,3  Mr. 
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J777*  Mr.  Silas  Deane  has  been  mentioned  in  a  former  let- 
8,  *  ter.  Congrefs  came  to  a  final  refolution  refpedting  his 
recall,  in  thefc  words^ — ^^  Whereas  it  is  of  the  gre^teft 
importance,  that  congiefs  fhould,  at  this  critical  con- 
jundure,  be  well  informed  of  the  ftate  of  affairs  in 
Europe  5  and  whereas  congrefs  have  refplved,  that  the 
honorable  Silas  Deane  efq;  be  recalled  from  the  court 
of  France,  and  have  appointed  another  commiffioner  to 
fupply  his  place  there :  Ordered,  That  the  conmnittee 
for  foreign  affairs  write  to  the  honorable  Silas  Deane  efqs 
and  direft  him  to  emibrace  the  firfl  opportunity  of  re- 
turning to  America,  and  upon  his  arrival  to  repair  with 
all  poffible  difpatch  to  congrefs,"  The  explanation  of 
this  bufinefs  will  be  belt  conveyed  in  the  language  of  one 
of  the  committee-—"  Mr.  Deane  not  being  recalled 
upon  a  motion  made  at  the  time  of  our  difavowal  of 
Pu  Coudray's  treaty,  a  new  motion  was  made  by  one 
of  the  committee  on  September  the  8th.— -On  that  day, 
"  The  congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  applications,  wherein  they  fet 
forth.  That  befides  a  number  of  officers  who  are  come 
from  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies  of  their  own  accord 
to  fblicit  for  rank  and  employment  in  the  American 
army,  there  are  others  who  have  proceeded  upon  the 
encouragement  of  convention^  made  and  figned  at  Paris 
by  Silas  Deane  efq;  as  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
North  America : — That  Mr.  Deane  had  no  authority  to 
make  fuch  conventions : — and  That  congrefs  therefore 
^e  not  bound  to  ratify  or  fulfil  them."  This  referred 
to  a  new  lift  of  major  generals,  brigadiers,  colonels,  &c. 
who  Were  ready  to  relinquilh  all  the  parts  of  their  agree- 
xnent  except  rank :  but  faid  the  committee,  ''  The  Ame- 

rican 
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rican  army  having  been  arranged  before  the  arrival  of^.77> 
thefe  gentlemen  in  America,  their  expeftations  cannot 
be  complied  with,  without  deranging  it,  and  thereby 
injuring  at  fo  critical  a  junfture  the  American  caufe.*^ 
The   report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  madp — 
"  Whereas  Silas  Deane  efq;  when  agent  under  the  com^ 
mittee  of  Jecret  correjpondencey  entered  into  conventions    1 
with  feveral  foreign  .officers,  which  congrefs  have  de-    • 
clared  themfelves  not  bound  to  ratify,  and  which  in  the    ; 
prefent  fituation  of  affairs  they  could  not  comply  with, 
without  deranging  the  army,  and^  thereby  injuring  at 
this  critical  jundhire  the  American  caufe :  And  whereas 
the  credit,  reputation  and  ufefulnefs  of  Silas  Deane  efq; 
now  one  of  the  American  commifTioners  in  France,  will     , 
be  greatly  impaired  by  the  confequentes  of  his  indif-.     i 
cretion  in  having  entered  into  fuch  conventions,  his  re- 
call becomes  neceffary  for  the  interefl  of  thefe  United 
States— therefore  refolved.  That  Silas  Delne  efq;  now 
one  of  the  American  commifTioners  in  France,  be  forth- 
with recalled,  and  that  from  the  day  of  his  receiving  • 
this  refolve,  all  and  every  power  with  which  he  hath 
been  vefled  by  congrefs  do  ceafe  and  determine,  and 
that  he  take  the  earliefl  opportunity  to  embark  for  North 
America,  and  repair  to  congrefs."     The  perfon  who 
read  this  in  his  place  was,  upon  being  feconded,  entreated 
tX)  withdraw  it,  in  which  he  acquiefced,  upon  a  general 
avowal  of  the  neqefTity  of  recalling  Mr.  Deane  in  fome 
milder  way.     On  Nov.  21,   partiality  and  tenderncfs 
ftruck  away  all  preamble,  and  a  naked  refolve  pafTed, 
"  That  Silas  Deane  efq;  be  recalted  from  the  court  of 
France,  and  that  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be 
^*^eftc4  to  take  proper  meafures  for  fpeedily  cgiiimuni- 
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^777«  eating  the  pleafure  of  congrefs  herein  to  Mr.  Deane  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  court 
of  France :— That  Monday  next  be  affigned  for  choofing 
a  commiflioner  to  the  court  of  France,  in  place  of  Silas 
Deane  efq/^  On  the  28  th,  Mr.  John  Adams  was  chofen. 
No  tijue  being  limited  for  Mr.  Deane's  return,  the 
larded  refolve  of  December  the  8th  was  made.  Had  a 
proper  dignity  been  maintained  on  the  8th  of  September, 
the  recall  would  not  have  been  a  feeming  myftery,  or 
rather  a  compliment.  Though  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  for  foreign  applications  was  the  mover  of  the 
proper  refolves,  yet  he  finally  gave  into  the  over-tender- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  when  he  afted  for  foreign  affairs  in 
his  letter  of  December  the  8  th,  and  in  his  private  letter 
to  Dr.  Franklin." 

Congrefs  refolved,  ^'  that  the  commiffioners  at  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain  be  direfted  to  exert  their  utmoft 
endeavours  to  obtain  a  loan  of  two  millions  fterling,  on 
the  faith  of  the  Thirteen  United  States."  They  alfo  re- 
ceived accounts  from  gen.  Gates  relative  to  the  retreat 
of  the  Britilh  from  Tyconderoga  and  Mount  Indepen- 
dence. By  letters  of  gen.  Conway's  writing  to  particu- 
lar members,  they  were  led  into  a  refolution,  "  That 
an  appointment  be  made  of  infpeftors  general,  agreeable 
to  the  pradice  of  the  beft  difciplined  European  armies :" 
^nd  from  thence  to  elecSt  him  an  infpeftor  general,  and 
a  major  general.  This  promotion,  which  took  place  the 
1 3th  of  December,  occafioned  much  uneafinefs  among 
the  officers;  and  they  requefted  gen.  Wafhington  not  to 
publilh  it  till  they  had  met,  and  made  a  proper  repre- 
sentation of  their  grievances.  Conway  thought  himfelf 
pititled  to  a  fupexiority  over  them,  from  his  having 

ferved 
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ferved  more  than  thirty  years,  and  'before  fome  of  the  1777. 
brigadiers  were  born,  and  from  the  number  of  men  he     ,' 
had  commanded  for  many  years  in  an  old  army.     But    ,' 
thefe  reafons  did  not  reconcile  them  to  his  being  put  over 
their  heads.     They  might  be  the  more  difgufted  from 
his  declaring  that  no  two  regiments  manoeuvred  alikc> 
and  that  there  were  hardly  two  officers  in  each  regiment 
able  to    command    the    manoeuvres.     On  the  3d  of 
January,  the  brigadiers  fent  a  remonftrance  agaiirfl  his 
appointment.     The  objeftions  againft  him  were,  that  he 
was  intriguing  at  congrefs  in  concert  with  gens.  Gates 
and  Mifflin,  in  order  to  remove  gen.  Wafhington— that 
he  gave  himlelf  at  congrefs  the  merit  of  the  German-    '    ; 
town  affair — that  his  powers  of  infpeftor  general  tended 
to  diminifh  tjie  power  of  gen.  Wafhington — and  that, 
in  a  paragraph  of  a  letter,  he  refiefted  feverely  upon  > 
the  commander  in  chief  and  his  counfellors.     Such  is 
the  prevailing  diflike  to  him,  that  he  will  be  of  litdc 
fervice  in  futtire.    The  uneafinefs  which  his  promotion 
produced,    did   not  efcape   his  notice,    but    has   led 
him  to  renew  a  former  propofal  of  returning  to  France^ 

In  order  to  obtain  a  flipply  of  clothing  for  the  army,  Dec. 
the  congrefs  refolved  to  recommend  to  the  refpeftive  ^^ 
legiflatures  the  enafting  of  laws,  appointing  perfons  to 
feize,  for  the  ufe  of  the  continental  army,  all  neceffary 
articles  of  clothing,  which  may  be  in  the  pofTeflion  of 
any  perlbns  inhabitants  of  or  refidents  within  their  re- 
fpe6live  ftates,  fdr  the  purpofe  of  fale ;  and  that  the 
value  of  fuch  goods  be  afcertained  at  the  rate  which  the 
faid  articles  fhall  be  ftated  at  by 'the  convention  of  the 
committees,  agreeable  to  the  late  recommendation.  A 
memorial  from  lieut.  col.  Barton,  who  took  gen.  Prefcot 
prifoner^  was  read  in  congrefs,  on  which  they  refolved^ 

ff  That 
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?777»  *'  That  on  account  of  his  enterprifmg  Ipirit,  and  merit 
2^.'  in  taking  the  general,  he  be  promoted  to  the  rank  and 
pay  of  a  colonel  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  he  be  recommended  to  gen.  Wafhington,  to  be  em- 
ployed in  fuch  fervices  as  he  may  deem  moft  adapted 
to  his  genius/*  In  teftimony  of  their  approbation  of 
the  patience,  fidelity  and  zeal  of  the  officers  and  foldiers 
under  the  immediate  command  of  gen.  Walhington, 
they  direfted,  fix  days  after,  that  one  months  cxtraor- 
dinary  pay  Ihould  be  given  to  each  -,  which  was  no  more 
(hanjuftice,  confidering  what  they  had  fuffered.  The 
pcxt,  being  the  laft  day  of  the  year,  they  had  under  con- 
j,.  fideration,  die  information  fent  them  from  Bofton  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Otis,  their  deputy  clothier  general  in  the 
Mafiachufetts,  acquainting  them,  that  he  had  contra6led 
with  fundry  perfons  for  a  large  quantity  of  clothing,  at 
fhe  rate  of  ten  to  eighteen  hundred  per  cent,  and  that 
<bn)e  of  the  holders  of  the  faid  goods  refufed  to  deliver 
ihem  until  they  Ihould  receive  the  cafli.  Upon  this  they 
refolved,  "  That  Mr.  Otis  be  direfted  to  pay  only  for 
fuch  of  the  faid  clothing  as  he  may  have  aftually  received, 
^t  the  r^te  for  which  he  may  have  contrafted  for 
fuch  clothing :— -and  That  it  be  moft  earneftly  recom- . 
mended  to  the  legiflative  authority  of  the  ftate  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-bay  immediately  xo  take  and  feize  the  refidue 
of  the  clothing,  which  the  holders  thereof  have  refufed 
to  deliver  to  the  faid  Samuel  Otis,  agreeable  to  the  re-r 
iblutions  of  tlie  congrefs  of  ;h?  ^Qth  inftant,  which 
clothing  fhall  be  paid  for  in  manner,  and  at  the  rate 
*  mentioned  therein;,  and  not  otherwife."'  A  letter  was 
written  to  the  pr^fid^nt  of  th[?*  council  upon  the  occj^- 
fion,  in  which  tl^y  failed  not  to  attempt  exciting  refent- 
ment  againft  the  proprietors  of  the  goods  for  the  crime 

of 
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of  extortion,  and  the  greatef  one  of  refufing  to  deliver  i777« 
the  goods  upon  the  credit  of  the  Thirteen  United  States. 
*^  This  irrefragable  evidence  of  the  depravity  of  morals 
in  fo  many  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  is  a  moft 
alarming  circumftance,"  fay  they  5  ^^  and  if  the  fev^ral 
governments  do  not  fpeedily  exert  their  authority  efFec- 
tualiy^to  fupprefs  fuch  unheard  of  extortion,  it  will  un- 
queftionably  iffue,  and  at  no  very  diftant  period,  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  liberties  of  this  continent.  Shall  wc. 
then  tamely  fee  ourfelves  compelled,  by  the  wicked  con- 
4u6t  of  fome  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  ftates,  to  the  cruel 
neceflity  of  fubmitting  to  the  mercy  of  an  enraged  ty- 
rant ?"  The  prefident  was  defired  to  lay  the  refolu- 
tions  before  the  general  aflembly,  who  were  requefted  to 
keep  them  and  their  proceedings  thereon  fecret,  till  car- 
ried into  execution.  The  general  court,  inftead  of  in- 
terfering, has  prudently  left  the  bufinefs  to  take  its  own 
courfe.  Thofe  traders,  who  want  to  go  to  market  agaia 
and  make  frefli  purchafes,  cannot  fell  upon  the  credit  of 
even  the  Thirteen  United  States.  The  increafing  de- 
preciation of  the  currency  is  another  reafbn  againft  it. 
The  paper  emiffion  is  now  more  than  three  hundred  per 
cent,  for  hard  money,  and  by  the  end  of  April  will  pro- 
bably be  four  for  one :  fo  that  when  this,  the  rifks  of  the 
fca,  the  fcarcity  of  the  commodity,  the  few  returns  that 
can  be  made,  the  advance  of  expences  through  the  rife 
of  provifion,  labor,  &c.  and  other  circumftances  are 
taken  into  confideration,  the  rate  of  from  ten  to  eighteen 
hundred  per  cent,  has  far  more  the  appearance  than  the 
reality  of  extortion. 

The  convention  and  convention-troops  demand  our 
gext  attention,. 

While 
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i777#     While  upon  their  march  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Bofton,  the  Britifh  behaved  with  fuch  infolence  as  con- 
firmed the  country  in  their  determination  never  to  fub- 
mit;  for  the  people  faid,  "  If  they  are  thus  infolent 
liow  they  are  prifoners,  what  would  they  be  were  they 
our  matters  ?"    The  Germans  Hole  and   robbed  the 
houfes,  as  they  came  along,  of  clothing  and  every  thing 
on  which  they  could  lay  their  hands,  to  a  large  amount. 
When  at  Worcefter  indeed  they  themfelves  were  robbed, 
though  in  another  way.     One  Dawes,  the  iffuing  com- 
miflary,  upon  the  firft  company's  coming  to  draw  their 
rations,  balanced  the  fcales  by  putting  into  that  which 
contained  the  weight,  a  large  ftone;  when  that  com- 
pany was  gone  (unobferved  by  the  Germans,  but  not  by 
all  prefent)  the  ftone  was  taken  away  before  the  next 
came,  and  all  the  other  companies  except  the  firft  had 
ftiort  allowance.   The  troops  having  finifhed  their  march, 
were  quartered  in  the  barracks  near  Cambridge.     It  was 
with  difficulty  gen.  Glover  could  procure  quarters  for 
the  gens.  Burgoyne,  Reidefcl  and  Phillips,  in  the  town 
itfelf.     The  inhabitants  were  totally   averfe  to  accom- 
modating them.     They  could  not  forget  the  burning  of 
Charleftown.     A  remonftrance  was  foon  prefented  to 
Burgoyne  by  the  officers,  complaining,  that  inftead  of 
being  conveniently  lodged,  according  to  their  different 
ranks,  agreeable  to  the  convention,  they  were  put  into 
barracks,  made  of  fingle  boards,  five,  fix,  and  feven  in 
a  room,  without  any  diftinftion  of  rank.     Unfortunately 
for  them,  there  was  upon  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  general  court  to  the  bufinefs  of  quartering  them,  one 
John  Taylor,   who,  though  /of  the  council,  was  of  a 
bafe  fpirit,  and  had  raifcd  himfelf  by  it  to  the  pofleflioi| 
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of  confiderable  property  and  influence.  He  difgraced  '777^ 
religion  by  making  a  great  profeffion.  The  laft  how- 
ever gave  him  much  weight  with  well-meaning  men, 
who  had  only  a  fuperficial  acquaintance  with  him.  This 
perfon  could  put  up  with  any  lodging;  and  thought, 
that  what  would  do  for  him,  might  do  for  Britifh  pri- 
foners  though  officers.  Thus  it  happened  that  they  were 
no  better  accommodated.  They  had  reafon  to  com- 
plain;  but  the  treatment  which  gen.  Burgoyne  perfonally 
met  with  was  pleafing.  He  went  to  Bofton  and  dined 
at  gen.  Heath's,  who  commands  in  this  department. 
He  obferved  with  great  fatisfaftion  the  good  behaviour 
of  the  towns-people.  There  was  no  rabble  coUefted  to 
infult  him,  either  going  or  returning.  He  remarked, 
when  recrofling  the  ferry  to  where  Charleftown  flood, 
(when  his  eyes  furveyed  with  admiration  its  awfully  ma- 
jeflic  conflagration)  that  he  fhould  have  met  with  very 
different  treatment  even  in  London. 

Sufpicions  began  to  be  entertained  lefl:  the  general 
had  fome  finifler  defign  of  conveying  the  troops  to  New 
York  or  elfewherc,  when  they  fhould  be  embarked,  in- 
ftead  of  failing  with  them  to  Great  Britain; .and  the 
public  wifhed  to  have  fome  pretence  for  detaining  them. 
It  was  hinted  to  congrefs,  that  fhould  Sir  W.  Howe  ( 
continue  obftinately  to  refufe  fettling  an  equitable  cartel  j 
for  the  exchange  of  prifbners,  they  A^ould  be  juflified  ! 
in  ordering  the  fulfilling  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga 
to  be  delayed,  until  the  United  States  received  juflicc 
in  that  particular.     Congrefs  fbon  ordered  a  committee 
to  confider  a  return  of  ordnance  and  flores  taken  from 
the  enemy,  which  was  enclofed  in  a  letter  of  the  loth 
of  November^  accompanying  that  hint.    Upon  the  re- 
port 
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1777.  port  of  the  coiximittee,  on  the  a2d,  the  prefident  wat 
direfted  immediajely  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Gates, 
defiring  anfwers  to  feveral  queftions.     On  December 

'^  the  3d,  the  general  wrote  from  Albany  to  the  prefident 
-*-"  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  letter 
of  the  23d  ult.  by  Mr.  Pierce,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  difpatch  to  the  congrefs  the  required  anfwers. 
Relpefting  the  ftandards,  gen.  Burgoyne  declared  upon 
his  honor,  that  the  colours  of  the  regiments  were  left  in 
Canada*  As  to  the  military  cheft,  its  contents  might 
fo  eafily  be  difpofed  of,  that  to  have  fought  for  it  would 
have  been  inelFeftual.  The  Britifli  army,  all  lafl:  war, 
left  the  pay  mailer  general  and  the  military  cheft  in  fomc 
fecurc  town,  and  warrants  were  granted  upon  the  pay- 
mafter  general  there.  From  the  beft  Accounts,  the  ene- 
my's army  had  been  lately  cleared  ofFj  fo  that  it  is  not 
probable  there  was  any  military  cheft.  The  medicines 
were  left  with  the  general  holpital,  which  gen.  Burgoyne 
left  behind  him  at  Freeman's  farm.  Many  of  the  car- 
touch  boxes  were  left,  and  fome  were  carried  away. 
The  mentioning  of  the  accoutrements  was  forgotten  in 
the  convention.  Thofe  that  have  been  carried  off  have 
been  fold  upon  the  road  to  Boftoii  for  drams.  The 
quantity  of  field  ammunition  and  muflcet  cartridges 
taken,  are  by  no  means  inconfiderable.  The  reft  was 
ufed  and  deftroyed  before  the  treaty  commenced.  The 
mufkets  will  ever  be  lefs  in  number  than  the  prifoners, 
a$  the  drummers  and  ftaff  officers  do  not  carry  firelocks. 
Many  arms  were  loft  in  the  two  hundred  batteaus,  that^ 
were  taken  from  the  enemy  in  their  retreat  from  Free-' 
man's  farm,  and  many  others  were  plundered  by  the 
militia  on  the  caft  fide  of  die  river^ .-  The  bayonets  wem: 
5  ,  alfo 
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alfo  pilfered  by  our  own  people.  The  very"  guards  ^* 
themfelves  fupplied  their  wants  from  the  piles.  Many 
of  the  fcabbards  for  the  bayonets  wtre  difpofed  of  in 
the  like  manner.  I  believe  there  was  no  deflxuftion  of 
military  ftores  after  the  convention,  by  or  with  die  pri-. 
vity  of  gen.  Burgoyne  or  his  officers.  It  is  fo  extraor- 
dinary for  a  Britifh  army  to  furrender  their  amis,  diat 
we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  the  violent  and  difappointed  i 
for  committing  fome  irregularities ;  but  I  do  not  con- 
ceive, that  any  thing  of  fufficient  confequence  was  don^  ; 
to  juftify  our  charge  bf  their  having  violated  the  convene  I 
tion.  On  the  day  gen.  Burgoyr^e  ftirrendered,  I  re-* 
ceived  repeated  exprefles  to  inform  me,  that  the  enc-»  ' 
my*s  fleet  had  advanced  up  to  witliin  a  few  hours  failing 
of  Albanyv.  The  removal  of  the  army  was  therefoitf 
immediately  neceflary  to  cover  that»  city  and  fecure^  out 
magazines.  My  principal  attention  was  of  coiurfe  di^ 
reflied  towards  that  objeft.  Gens.  Glover  and  Whqjple 
gave  me  their  affiftance  and  entire  approbation  in  the 
fettlemenr  of  the  convention.  .  When  things  of  fuch  im- 
portance muft  be  done  in  a  hurry,  fome  articles  of  feem-. 
ing  importance  never  fail  to  be  omitted.  The  arms 
were  piled  iip  agreeable  to  the  letter  of  the  convention, 
and  their  condition  as  good  as  can  be  expected  upoa 
fuch  occafions.  Their  being  v/hoUy  unfit  for  fervice, 
is  partly  owing  to  the  land  and  water  carriages,  but 
chiefly  to  the  want  of  proper  packages  to  fecure  themw 
Our  own  men  have  changed  them ;  but  here  I  think  we 
ftiould  not  imprudently  expofe  the  infant  (late  of  our 
military  difcipline.'* 

General  Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  altering  the  place 
for  the  embarkation  of  the  convention  troops  from  the 

port 
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'777*  port  of  Bofton  to  that  of  Rhode-Ifland  or  the  Sounds 
contiguous  to  New  York,  which  as  weU  as  Rhode-Ifland 
was  poflefled  by  the  Britilh.  He  wrote  to  gen.  Wafti- 
ington  upon  the  fubjeft  on  the  25th  of  November*  The 
American  commander  forwarded  the  letter  to  congrefs. 
They  on  the  day  it  was  received,  the  17  th  of  Decem- 
ber, refolved,  *^  That  gen.  Wafhington  be  directed  to 
inform  gen.  Burgoyne,  that  congrefs  will  not  receive, 
nor  confider  any  propofition  for  inciulgence  or  altering, 
the  terms  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  unlefs  imme- 
diately direfted  to  their  own  body.'"  The  next  day  they 
received  gen.  Gates's  letter  of  December  the  3d,  en- 
'  clofing  a  letter  to  him  from  gen.  Burgoyne  of  Novem- 
ber the  14th,  wherein  he  declared,  that  the  public  faith, 
,  plighted  in  the  convention  of  Saratoga,  was  broken  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  in  as  much  as  the  officers 
included  in  the  convention  had  noti  fince  their  arrival 
:  in  Maflachufetts-bay,  been  accommodated  with  quarters 
;  agreeable  to  their  refpeftive  ranks.  Congrefs  had  now 
\  ,  obtained  what  they  wanted,  a  plea  for  detaining  the 
convention  troops.  Some  of  the  members,  not  at- 
tending fufEciently  to  dates  and  circumftances,  ima- 
gined that  Burgoyne  expefted  to  have  failed  before 
his  letter  of  the  14th  could  have  reached  congrefs 
time  enough  for  them  to  have  detained  him;  but  it 
was  fcarce  poflible  that  fuch  an  expeftation  could  have 
Cxifted,  when  he  did  not  write  to  gen.  Wafliington  on 
the  fubjeft  of  changing  the  place  of  embarkation  be- 
fore the  a5th,  and  could  not,  till  permiflTion  was  receiv- 
ed, poflibly  embark  at  Rhode-Ifland,  to  which  port  the 
tranlports  were  fent,  and  of  whofe  arrival  he  was  in- 
formed by  letter  of  December  the  fifth.    The  coming 

from 
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fmm  New  York  through  the  Sound  to  Rhode-Ifland,  1777; 
was  fo  much  more  convenient  and  lefs. hazardous,  than 
gbing  i-oUnd  by  Long-Ifland  and  Cape  Cod  to  Bofton, 
efpecially  at  fuch  a  feafon,  that  the  application  for  chang-  * 
ing  the  place  of  embarkation  was  natural. 

Congrefs  refolved,  "That  the  charge  made  by  gen.  n?^* 
Burgoyne,  o(  a  breach,  of  public  faith  on  the  part  of  [2^ 
thefe  ftates,  is  not  warranted  by  the  juft  conftrudtion  of  ■ 
any  article  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga ;  that  it  »is  3r 
ftrong  indication  of  his  intention,  and  affords  juft  grounds  ' 
of  fear  that  he  will  aVail  himfelf  of  fuch  pretended  breach 
of  the  convention,  in  order  to  difengage  himfelf  and  the 
army  under  hinrt,  of  the  obligations  they  are  under  to    \ 
thefe  United  Stated;  and  that  the  fecurity  which  thefe    \ 
fixates  have  had  in  his  perfonal  honor  is'  hereby  deftroy-    'i 
c^J'     The  next  day  they  refolved  therefore — "  That 
the  embarkation  of  gen.  Burgoyne  and  the  troops  un- 
der his  conimand,  be  fulpended  till  a  diftinft  and  ex- 
plicit ratification  of  the  convention  of  Saratoga  fhall  be 
properly  notified  by  the  court  of  Great  Britain.**     It 
was  then  ordered,  "  That  the  refolutions,  and  the  report 
oh  which  the  fame  are  grounded,  be  re-committed." 

They  took  into  confideration  afrelh,  the  report  of  the,  il 
c:ommittee,  which  fays,  that  the  cartouch  boxes,  &c. 
agreeable  to  the  fpirit  of  the  convention,  and  the  tech- 
nical interpretation  of  the  word  arms^  ought  to  have 
been  delivered  up.  It  confiders  Burgoyne's  refufal  to 
give  the  defcriptive  lifts,  which  congrefs  had  direfted  to 
be  taken,  in  aa  alarming  point  of  view,  more  efpeci- 
afly  as  nine  days  previous  to  the  refufal,  he  had  in  his 
letter  to  Gates  declared,  that  the  public  faith  was  broken. 
It  infifts  upon  this  charge  of  a  breach  of  faith,  being  a 

Vol.  III.  E  deUbe- 
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^77^' deliberate  aft  of  judgment,    and  fo  of  a  moft  ferious 
nature,   pregnant  with  alarming  confequences.     It  at- 
tempts to  invalidate  the  charge,  and  afferts,  that  by  an 
examination  of  the  articles  it  will  appear,  that  the  ftipu- 
lation  for  quartering  the  officers  was  not  to  be  conft^ued 
in  that  rigorous  fenfe  in  which  Burgoyne  afFefts  to  con- 
fider  it,  but  on  the  contrary  was  "  agreed  to  as  far  as 
circumftances  would  admit."      This  aflertion  reduces 
the  ftipulation  to  a  mere  non-entity,  if  it  is  left  with  the 
ftipulatihg  party  wholly  to  judge  of  thefe  circumftances. 
The  committee  who  made  the  report  mentioned,  but  for- 
bore *^  to  lay  any  ftrefs  on  the  feemingly  inadequate 
number  of  veffels  (being  only  twenty-fix  tranlports)  for 
an  army  confifting  of  5642  men,  in  a  winter's  voyage 
to  Europe  i    or  on  the  improbability  of  the  enemy's 
being  able,  on  fo  fhort  a  notice,  to  vidlual  fuch  a  fleet 
and  army  for  a  voyage  of  fuch  length.*'     It  is  happy 
that  they  did  not  lay  any  ftrefs  upon  it,  as  it  would  have 
itianifcfted  how  much  they  were  biafled  by  ah  eagernels 
to  vindicate  the  nieafures  they  were  defirous  of  adopt-^ 
ingi     The  committee  was  a  committee  of  the  whole* 
Twenty-fix  trahfports,  of  250  ton  each,  would  carry 
6500  meni  allowing  a  ton  for  every  man.     In  wintef 
time  they  could  fafely  ftow  more  clofely  than  in  warmer 
weather.      The  voyage  though  long,    in  going  frorti 
America  to  Europe,  is  performed  generally  much  fooner 
in  that  than  any  other  feafon,  by  reafon  of  the  preva- 
lency  of  the  north- weft  winds  i  fo  that  lefs  provifion  is 
required  for  the  pafFage. 

The  former  refolves  were  paffed  the  lecond  time, 
I  but  not  till  congrefs  had  refolvcdj  "  That  as  many  of 
\  ^c  cartouch  boxes  and  feveral  other  articles  of  military 

accou- 
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accoutrements^  annexed  to  the  pcrfons  of  the  non-com-  ^11^ 
miffioned  officers  and  foldiers,  included  in  the  coflven-    ] 
tion  of  Saratoga,  have  not  been  delivered  up,  the  con-     ^ 
ventioh  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  army  has  not  been 
ftriftly  complied  with  :— -That  the  refufal  of  gen.  Bur- 
goyne  to  give  defcriptive  lifts  of  the  non-commiffioned 
officers  and  privates  belonging  to  his  army^  fubfequent 
to  his  declaration  that  the  public  faith  was  broke,    is 
confidered  by  congrefs^  in  an  alarming  point  of  view ; : 
lince  a  compliance  could  only  have  been  prejudicial  to 
that  army  in  cafe  of  an  infraftion  of  the  convention  otx 
their  part."     It  was  in  vain  that  the  general  explainejl  • 
the  intention  and  conftruftion  of  the  paflage  objedted  to  \ 
in  his  letter ;  or  that  his  officers^  in  order  to  removd  the  1 
difficulty  occafioned  by  it,  refpe£tively  figned  their  pa- 
role.    He  even  pledged  himlelf,  that  his  officers  would.<r"  x. 
ftill  join  with  him  in  figning  any  inftrument  that  mt^^t"^  [     %y 
be  thought  neceflary  for  Confirming  or  renewing  the'va-    \    <-7 
lidity  of  the  convention ;  but  it  was  to  no  purpofl 
grefs  have  been  unalterable :  and  the  detention 
troops  is  now  fettled. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  thjs  Maflachufetts  general 
court  permitted  Dr.  Benjamin  Church,  whofe  treachery 
had  fubjedted  him  to  a  long  confinement,  to  take  paf- 
fage  on  board  a  brigantine  bound  to  Martinico  *. 

The  American  privateers  and  continental  fhipping, 
have  taken  a  large  number  of  veffels  belonging  to  Great 
Britain^  and  fent  them  into  their  own  harbours.     They  .--- 
have  undoubtedly  taken  many  others  u^oh  the  European 
coafts,  that  we  have  not  heard  of.     We  have  had  ac- 

*  She  never  reached  her  pprt,  and  has  never  heen  heard  of  fincg 
bxixng% 
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«777*counfs  of  feveral;  and  that  the  coafts  of  Great  Britairl 
and  Ireland  have  been  infulted  by  them,  in  a  manned" 
never  before  ventiired  lipoti  by  your  bardieft  enemies  ; 
fo  as  to  produce  tHfe  appointment  of  a  convoy  (for  the 
firft  tittic  ever  known)  to  proteft  the  \\vl^^  fhips  from 
;  Dublin  and  Newry.  We  learn  alfo  that  the  General 
!  MifBin  privateer,  after  making  repeated  captures,  ar- 
;'  rived  at  Breft,  and  faliited  the  French  admiral^  who 
returned  the  falute  in  form,  as  to  the  veflel  of  a  jfbve- 
i^ign  independent  ftate.  We  are  likewife  told,  that 
though  lord  Storrindnt,  on  his  threatening  to  return  im- 
itiediately  to  Great  Britain,  unlefe  fatisfaftion  was  giveni 
obtained  an  order  requiring  not  pnly  all  American  pri- 
'  vateers,  but  their  prizes,  to  leave  the  French  ports,  the 
'  fame  is  evaded*  However,  his  majefly's  veffels  on  the 
American  ftation,  have  not  been  idle;  for  they  have 
captured  very  confiderably  on  thefe.coafts  and  the  Weft 
Indies.  Their  captures,  indeed^  are  generally  not  of 
much  vahie  fingly,  yet  they  have  furnifhed,  at'  times,- 
fome  rich  prizes,  and  in  the  aggregate  have  been  of 
great  ampunt.  "  But  the  balance  of  property  will  moft 
certainly  be  in  favOr  of  the  Americans;  The  continen- 
tal frigate  Hancock,  of  thirty-two  guns,  moftly  twelve 
pounders,  commanded  by  capt.  Manley^  was  taken,  on 
the  8th  of  July,  by  Sir  George  Collier>  of  his  majefty's 
fhip  the  Rainbow. 

Sir  George,  in  company  with  the  Vidor  brig,  dif- 
covered ; three  f^il  in  the  morning  of  the  fixth.  He 
chafed  with  all  the  i:x\\  he  could  crowd:  but  obferving 
the  next  day  that  they  fteei^d  different  courfes, .  about 
two  in  the  afternoon  he  ticked  after  the  Hancock<  which 
appeared  the  hrgeft  ihip.     She  fecmed  at  firft   rather 

t-  .\  to 
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to  outfail  the  Rainbow;  but  Manley  endeavouring  to '777* 
make  his  Ihip  fail  better,  ftarted  all  his  water  forward, 
and  fo  put  her  out  of  trim.  At  half  paft  eight  the  next 
morning,  Sir  George  hailed  h^r,  and  let  the  men  know, 
that  if  they  expedled  quarter,  they  muft  ftrike  immedi- 
ately. Manley  endeavoured  to  avail  himfelf  of  a  frefh 
breeze  juft  fpringing  up,  Sir  George  therefore  fired  into 
him,  on  which  he  ftruck  after  a  cliace  of  thirty-nin^ 
hours.  He  had  lately  taken  the  Fox  of  twenty-eight 
guns  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  which  was  one  of 
the  three  fail,  and  being  difcovered  by  the  Flora  on  the 
7th,  was  chaced  till  re-taken.  The  third  was  the  Bof- 
tpn  continental  frigate  of  thirty  guns,  commanded  by  ' 
capt.  M^Neal,  which  efcaped.  The  public  are  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  condudt  of  the  latter,  imagining  that  if 
he  had  not  left  his  confort,  and  that  if  both  had  be- 
haved well,  neither  would  have  b^een  captured-  The 
Hancock's  epmplimfsnt  was  290  men^  near  as  many  as 
t|ie  Rainbow's. 

On  the  firft  of  Pecember,  the  Ihip  Flamand,  capt. 
Landais,  arrived  at  Portfmputh  from  Marfeilles.  JVfr^ 
J.ohn  Baptifte  Lazarus  Theveneau  de  Francey  is  come 
fupercargo  and  agent  for  the  houfe  of  Roderique  Hpr- 
tales  and  company,  aljas  Mr.  I^ieiTe  Auguftin  Caron  de 
Beaumarchais.  The  Ihip  has  brought  48  pieces  of  brafs 
cannon,  four  pounders,  with  carriages  complete  — 19 
n;ne  inch  mortars — ^2500  bombs,  nine  inches— 2000 
four  pound  balls — a  quantity  of  intrenching  tools — .3000 
fijfees — mo  of  another  quality  for  dragoons — about 
iS,ooo  pounds  of  gunpowder — and  61,05 1  of  brimftone. 

The  continent  is  looking  out  for  important  news  from 

France. 

E  3  L  E  Tu       ' 


54'  TH^HISTORYdFTHE 


L    E    T    T    E    R      11. 

Roxhury^  June,  i,  1775- 

?  1 1 H  E  hint  you  have  received  of  a  defign  to  remove 
-f*  gen.  Wafhington  froni  the  command  of  the  Amc- 
rican  army,  will  have  made  you  defirous  of  know- 
ing more  of  that  bufinefs :  let  it  then  be  firft  related. 
577^- The  general,  being  applied  to  by  one  of  his  correfpon- 
2y  dents,  anfwered  from  Valley-forge  January  the  23d— 
'  **  Whether  a  ferious  defign  of  placing  gen.  Lee  (before 
captivation)  at  the  head  of  the  army,  had  ever  entered 
into  the^  head  of  a  member  of  congrefs  or  not,  I  never 
v^as  at  the  trouble:  of  inquiring.  I  am  told  a  fcheme  of 
that  kind  is  now  on  foot  by  fome,  in  behalf  of  another 
gentleman — whether  true  or  falfe— ferious  or  merely  to 
try  the  pulfe— I  neither  know  nor  care.  Neither  inter- 
efted,  nor  ambitious  views,  led  me  into  the  fervice.  I 
did  not  folicit  the  command ;  but  accepted  it  after  much 
entreaty,  with  all  that  diffidence,  which  a  confcious  want 
of  ability  and  experience,  equal  to  the  difcharge  of  fo 
important  a  truft,  muft  naturally  excite  in  a  mind  not 
quite  devoid  of  thought ;  and  after  I  did  engage,  pur- 
fued  the  great  line  of  my  duty,  and  the  objeft  in  view 
(as  far  as  my  judgment  could  direft)  as  pointedly  as 
the  needle  to  the  pole.  So  foon  as  the  public  gets  dif- 
fatisfied  with  my  fervices,  or  a  perfon  is  found  better 
qualified  to  anfwer  her  expeftation,  I  ftiall  quit  the  heln^ 
^ith  ^  much  pleafure,  and  retire  to  a  private .  ftation 
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with  as  much  content,  as  ever  the  wearied  pilgrim  felt  i??^- 
upon  his  fafe  arrival  at  the  holy  land,  or  haven  of  hope; 
and  fliall  wifh  moft  devoutly,  that  thofe  who  come  after 
may  meet  with  more  profperous  gales  than  I  have  done* 
and  lefs  difficulty.  If  the  expectation  of  the  public  has 
not  been  anfwered  by  my  endeavours,  I  have  more  rea- 
fons  than  one  to  regret  it  j  but  at  prefent  I  Ihall  only 
add,  that  a  day  may  come,  when  the  public  caufe  is  no 
longer  to  be  benefitted  by  a  concealment  of  our  circum- 
ftances, '  and  till  this  period  arrives,  I  fhall  not  be  among 
the  firft  to  difclofe  fuch  truths  as  may  injure  it,  how* 
ever  my  chafafter  jti  the  rriean  while  may  fufFer/*  On 
the  1 5th  of  February  he  had  occafion  for  writing—"  I 
can  aflure  you,  that  no  perfon  ever  heard  me  drop  an 
expreflion  that  had  a  tendency  to  reGgnation,  The  fame 
principles  that  led  jne'to  embark  in  the  oppofitioh  to 
the  arbitrary  claims  of  Gre^t  Britain,  operate  with  ad- 
ditional force  af  this  day  j  nor  \s  it  my  defire  to  with- 
draw nay  fervices,  while  they  are  confidered  of  impor-  . 
tance  in  the  prefent  conteft.  But  to  report  a  defign  of 
this  kind,  is  among  the  arts  which  thofe,  who  are  en- 
deavouring to  efFeft  a  change,  are  praftifing  to  bring  it 
to  pafs.  There  is  not  an  officer  in  the  fervice.  of  the 
United  States,  that  would  return  to  the  fweets  of  do- 
meftic  life  with  more  heartfelt  joy  than  I  fhould,  but  J 
mean  not  to  fhrink  in  the  caufe.  The  defign  is  not  only 
feen  through  but  reprobated.^'  On  the  20th,  Patrick  i 
Henry  efqj  governor  of  Virginia,  fprwarded^  an  anoriy-  : 
mous  letter  which  had  been  fent  him,  to  the  general, 
and  added-rr"  There  may  be  fonrte  fcheme  or  party 
Ibrming  to  your  prejudice,  The  enclofed  leads  to  a 
fulpicion.    Believe  me,  Sir,  I  have  too  high  a  fenfe  6f 


a6  the    history   of   the 

1777.  port  of  the  coiiamittee,  on  the  2 2d,  the  prefident  WM 
direfted  immediately  to  fend  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Gates, 
defiring  anfwers  to  feveral  queftions.     On  December 

^^  the  3d,  the  general  wrote  from  Albany  to  the  prcfident 
-*•"  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  excellency's  letter 
of  the  23d  ult.  by  Mr.  Pierce,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  dilpatch  to  the  congrefs  the  required  anfwers, 
Rclpefting  the  ftandards,  gen.  Burgoyne  declared  upon 
his  honor,  that  the  colours  of  the  regiments  were  left  in 
Canada.  As  to  the  military  cheft,  its  contents  might 
fo  eafily  be  difpofed  of,  that  to  have  fought  for  it  would 
have  been  ineffeftual.  The  Britifh  army,  all  lafl:  war, 
left  the  paymafter  general  and  the  military  cheft  in  Ibme 
fecurc  town,  and  warrants  were  granted  upon  the  pay* 
mafter  general  there.  From  the  beft  Accounts,  the  ene- 
my's army  had  been  lately  cleared  off;  fo  that  it  is  not 
probable  there  was  any  military  cheft.  The  medicines 
were  left  with  the  general  holpital,  which  gen.  Burgoyne 
left  behind  him  at  Freeman's  farm.  Many  of  the  car- 
touch  boxes  were  left,  and  fome  were  carried  away. 
The  mentioning  of  the  accoutrements  was  forgotten  in 
the  convention.  Thofe  that  have  been  carried  off  have 
been  fold  upon  the  road  to  Bofton  for  drams.  The 
quantity  of  field  ammunition  and  mufket  cartridges 
taken^  are  by  no  means  inconfiderable.  The  reft  was 
ufed  and  deftroyed  before  the  treaty  commenced.  The 
mufkets  will  ever  be  lefs  in  number  than  the  prifoners, 
a$  the  drummers  and  ftafF  officers  do  not  carry  firelocks. 
Many  arms  were  loft  in  the  two  hundred  batteaus,  that- 
were  taken  from  the  enemy  in  tiieir  retreat  from  Free-' 
man's  farm,  and  many  others  were  plundered  by  the 
militia  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river^  -  The  bayonets  were: 
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alfo  pilfered  by  our  own  people.  The  very'  guards  »* 
themfelves  fupplied  their  wants  from  the  piles.  Many 
of  the  fcabbards  for  the  bayonets  were  difpofed  of  in 
the  like  manner.  I  believe  there  was  no  deflxuftion  of 
military  ftores  after  the  convention,  by  or  with  the  pri- 
vity of  gen.  Burgoyne  or  his  officers.  It  is  fo  extraor- 
dinary for  a  Britifli  army  to  furrender  their  arms,  that 
we  ought  not  to  wonder  at  the  violent  and  difappointed  c 
for  committing  fome  irregularities  j  but  I  do  not  ,con-i 
ceive,  that  any  thing  of  fufficient  confequence  was  done^  ; 
to  juftify  our  charge  bf  their  having  violated  the  coiiven-  I 
tion.  On  the  day  gen.  Burgoypc  forrendered,  I  re-* 
ceived  repeated  exprefles  to  inform  me,  that  the  ene-» 
my's  fleet  had  advanced  up  to  within  a  few  hours  failing 
of  Albany.  The  removal  of  the  army  was  therefoitf 
imrnediately  neceffary  to  cover  that,  city  and  fccurc  oosf 
magazines.  My  principal  attention  was  of  coOrfe  di-i 
refted  towards  that  objeft.  Gens.  Glover  and  Whipple 
gave  me  their  afliftance  and  entire  approbation  in  the 
fettlement  of  the  convention.  .  When  things  of  fuch  im- 
portance muft  be  done  in  a  hurry,  fome  articles  of  feem- 
ing  importance  never  fail  to  be  omitted.  The  arms 
were  piled  up  agreeable  to  the  letter  of  the  convention, 
and  their  condition  as  good  as  can  be  expelled  upoa 
fuch  occafions.  Their  being  wholly  unfit  for  fervice, 
is  partly  owing  to  the  land  and  water  carriages,  but 
chiefly  to  the  want  of  proper  packages  to  fecure  them^ 
Our  own  men  have  changed  them ;  but  here  I  think  we 
(hould  not  imprudently  expofe  the  infant  ftate  of  our 
military  difcipline.'^ 

General  Burgoyne  was  defirous  of  altering  the  place 
for  the  embarkation  of  the  convention  troops  from  the 

port 
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1778.  the  obligations  America  has  to  you,  to  abet  or  counte- 
•  nance  fo  unworthy  a  proceeding.     I  really  think  your 
/  perfonal  welfare,  and  the  happinefs  of  America  are  inti-^ 
'    Innately  conncfled."     The  anonymous  letter  was  dated-^r 
I    York  Town,   Jan.    12,  1778.     Jt  begins  with  highly 
complimenting  Mr.  Henry,  and  then  proceeds  to  (ketch 
I     out  a  difmal  pi6lure,  and  to  hint  at  the  remedy — '^  Ame- 
rica can  be  only  undone  by  herfelf.     Her  reprefentation 
in  congrefs  is  dwindled  to  only  twenty-one  members-T-r 
her  Adams— her  Wilfon — her  Henry,  are  no  more  among 
them.     Her  counfels,  weak-^-and  partial  remedies  ap^ 
plied  conftantly  for  univerfal  difeafes*     Her  army,  what 
is  it  ?  a  mcL  Difcipline  unknown  or  wholly  neglefted :— 7 
The   quarter- rnafters   and   comnaiffioners   departments 
filled  with  idlenefs,  ignorance  and  peculation  : — Our  hof- 
ipitals  crowded  with  fix  thoufand  fick,  and  more  dying 
in  one  month  than'perifhed  in  the  field  during  the  whole 
of  the  laft  campaign  r^— The.cQuntry  diftr^^led  with 'the 
Don  Quixotte  attempts  to  regulate  the  price  of  provi7 
fions : — An  artificial  famine  created  by  it,  and  a  real 
one  dreaded  from  it..   The  northern  army  has  fhown 
what  Americans  are  capable  of  with  a  general  at  their 
head.    The  fduthej-n  army  is  no  ways  inferior.- — A  Gates, 
a  Lee,  or  ^Conway  wqul^  in  a  few  we^ks  render  then[i 
an  irrefiftible  body  of  men.     The  laft  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters to  a  friend  fays,  "  A  great  and  good  God  hath  de- 
creed America  to   be  free— or  the — and  weak  counfel- 
lors  would  have  ruined  her  long  ago."     You  may  reft 
afllired  of  each  of  the  fafts  related  in  this  letter."     When 
Conway  had  recovered  his  original  letter,   which  was 
written  in  Oftober,  he  faid  to  gen.  Wafhington,  in  one 
of  January  the  27th,—"  I  find,  with  great  fatisfaftion, 

that 
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that  the  paragraph  fo  mucl>  fpoken  of  does  not  exift  in  '77?? 
faid  letter,  nor  any  thing  like  it,  I  rnqft  depend  upon, 
your  juftice,  candor  and  generofity,  for  putting  a  ftop 
to  this  forgery/'  Had  he  fent  the  letter  itfelf,  the  con-?- 
yiftion  of  the  forgery  might  have  been  deemed  much 
ftrong^r ;  whereas  m^ny  will  doubt  whether  thg^e  was 
a  forgery,  upon  being  told  that  one  of  his  warmeft  friends 
quoted  the  paragraph  as  authentic  fo  early  as  Oftober 
the  2 1  ft.  Periodical  letters  were  publifhed  and  circu-r 
lated  in  the  continental  newfpapers,  under  the  fign^ure 
of  De  Lifle,  and  the  pretence.of  being  tranflations  frorq 
the  French,  artfully  cakulat:e4  to  promote  the  defign 
againft  Waftiington,  by  infinuating  into  the  mind  of  the 
reader,  ideas  tending  to  leffen  him  in  :the  eyes  of  the 
public.  The  \yriter  of  the  preceding  anonymous  letter 
is  fuppofed  tq  be  the  author  of  them.  The  defign  has 
not  fucceeded.  The  general  ^las  had  too  great  a  ftiarq 
of  the  people's  confidence  and  afFeftion,  to  admit  of  an 
open  attempt  to  remove  him.  Several  members  of 
congrefs  were  engaged  in  the  bufinefs-rrfome  of  the  Maf- 
fachufetts  delegates — particularly  Mr.  Samuel  Adams. 
The  army  was  fo  confident  of  it,  and  fo  enraged^  diat 
perfons  were  ftationed  to  watch  him,  as  he  approached 
the  camp  on  his  return  hpme.  But  he  is  commonly  \ 
pofTeffed  of  good  intelligence,  and  was  careful  to  keep  - 
at  a  fafe  diftance.  Had  he  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
officers,  when  in  that  paroxifm  of  refentment,  they  would 
probably  have  handled  him  fo  as  to  have  endangered  his 
life,  and  tarniftied  their  own  honor. 

The  plan  feems  to  have  been  this^-To  engage  the 

-Maflachufetts  affembly  and  the  Virginia  houfe  of  bur- 

geffesj,  to  give  inftruftions  to  their  delegates  in  congrels^ 

to 
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*77'^  to  move  for  an  inquiry  into  the  caufes  of  the  ill  fuc- 
cefs  attending  the  campaign  of  1776  ;  and  then  to  con- 
trive that  fuch  refolves  fhould  be  given  into,  as  would 
cither  remove  the  general  or  produce  his  refignation. 
Mean  while  the  names  of  Gates  and  Mifflin  were  held 
wp,  and  played  off  to  ripen  the  meafiire.    But  the  ano- 
tiytnOQs  attempt  upon  the  governor  of  Virginia  was  re- 
probated  by  him ;  and  the  Maffachufetts  affembly  was 
not  in  a  temper  to  admit  of  the  trial  to  infnare  them. 
I  As  to  gens.  Gates  and  Mifflin,  they  have  cleared  them^ 
[  iclves  from  having  any  defign  of  removing  the  com- 
I   mander  in  chief.     The  former  has  written  to  an  intimate 
April  correfpondent-*-"  York  Town,  4th  April,  1778.    Dear 
♦•      Sir,  Laft  night  I  received  your  affeftionate  letter  of  the 
i^th  laft,  that  of  the  25th  of  February  came  to  hand  a 
few  days  before.     Your  remarks  upon  the  works  and 
defences  of  your  capital  city, ,  are  juft ;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced the  town  is  loft  in  a  very  few  hours  after  they  arc 
attacked.     I  have  daily  and  weekly  b6en  telling  your, 
^nd  the  other  caftern  delegates,  that  not  only  the  me- 
tropolis, but  the  whole  coafts  of  New  England  were,  in 
imy  opinion,   the  grand  bbjeft  of  the  enemy's  refent- 
jnent,  for  the  enfuing  campaign  :  they  were  a  parcel  of 
blundering  blockheads,  not  to  make  that  their  objeft  the 
laft  year.     I  think  they  might  then  have  united  their 
whote  force,  and  have  made  a  much  more  honorable 
tod  of  dieir  fummer's  worl^  than  it  pleafed  heaven  to 
give  them.— rf  find  by  your  letteYs,  that  Bofton,  as  well 
as  this  part  of  the  continent,  is  infefted  by  incendiaries 
f   who  endeavour,  by  every  villainous  art,  to  imprefs  a 
belief-r-That  gen.  Mifflin  and  myfelf,  are  inaleagucj^ 
;    yith  other  defigning  and  anribitious  fpirits,  to  fuperfed^ 
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gen.  Wafhington.     Nothing  can  be  more  wicked,  no-  ^73^* 
thing  more  falfe  than  this  diabolical  calumny.     Gen.   , 
Mifflin,  to  whom  I  made  known  the  induftry  bf  his  •, 
^enemies  and  mine,  and  the  tricks  of  their  emiffaricSj^    ; 
Sprites  to  you  by  this  conveyance.     You  know  his  honor, 
inerit,  and  fervices  to  the  public ;  you  alfo  know,  that 
whenever  I  have  been  called  forth,  I  have  done  my  beft 
for  the  eftabliftiment  of  independence  and  peace :  is  it 
generous  therefore,  that  we  two  Ihould  be  felefted  for  a . 
facrifice  to  a  junto  ?  For  my  part  I  folf  mnly  declare,  1 
never  was  engaged  in  any  plan  or  plot  for  the  removal 
of  gen.  Walhington  *, '  nor  do  I  believe  any  fuch  plot 
ever  exifted— fo  help  me—.     Your*s  moft  truly.'* 

You  may  credit  Gates's  not  believing  fuch  plot  s  but 
ybii  muft  believe  differently.  The  ftile  of  gen.  MiA 
flin's  letter  was-^-"  Dear  Mr.  - — —  Audi  et  alteram  par- 
tem. I  declare  to  you,  with  the  greateft  fincerity  and 
folemnity,  that  I  never  formed  a  plan  or  a  party  to  in- 
jure gen.  Wafhington's  command. — I  never  defired  tq 
have  any  perfon  whomfoever  take  the  command  of  thtf 
American  army  from  him  ;  nor  have  I  faid,  or  done  any 
thing,  of,  pr  relpefting  him,  which  the  public  fervice 
did  not  require ;  and  which  I  would  not  have  faid,  with 
great  freedom,  to  you  as  his  friend,  and  as  a  friend  to 
American  Independency.  I  never  afpired,  in  thought, 
to  the  command  of  the  army,  and  always  would  have 
deprecated  the  idea  as  improper  and  dangerous  to  myfelf 
and  to  America  had  that  idea  occurred,  which  it  never  did 

*  When  gen.  Gates's  letters  weip  examined  by  mc  at  his  feat  iq 
Virginia,  the  latter  end  of  1781,  there  was  not  a  fingle  paragraph  tq 
\^  met  with,  that  contained  any  intima^A  of  his  being  concerned  vok 
igch  a  pUn, 
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177^-  to  me.— I  hope  to  fee  you  before  long-r-I  moft  ardently 
wifhit— -and  I  pledge  myfelf  to  you  and  my  country, 
that  I  can  and  will  juftify  my'charafter  of  a  patriot:  in 
all  points  to  your  fatisfa6tion."  This  difagreeable  rela- 
tion will  finifti  with  a  paragraph  from  gen.  Walhington's 
letter  of  March  the  28th. — «"  My  caution  to  avoid  every 
thing  that  could.injure  the  fervice,  prevented  me  from 
communicating,  but  to  a  very  few  of  my  friends,  the 
I  intrigues  of  a  faftion,  which  I  know  was  formed  againft 
me,  fince  it  might  ferve  to  publifh  our  internal  diflen- 
lions  ;  but  their  own  reftlefs  zeal  to  advance  their  views 
has  too  clearly  betraye^  them,  and  m^de  concealment 
on  my  part  fruitlefs," 

Let  us  pafs  on  to  another  event,  which  has  the  ap- 
pear^nf  e  of  being  related  to  fome  plot.  On  Monday, 
January  the  1 2th,  the  prefident  laid  before  congrefs  ^ 
packet  containing  blank  papers,  which,  he  received  the 
day  before  from  capt.  John  Folg^r,  who  wa^  ferit  by  the 
commiflioners  at  Paris  with  difpatches  to  congrefs.  Mr. 
Folger  was  ordered  to  be  confined  in  clofe  prifon ;  but 
in  the  beginning  of  May,  the  committee,  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  examine  into  his  conduft  reported,  "  That 
they  haye  made  as  full  an  examination  into  that  bufinefs 
as  the  -evidence  they  were  able  to  obtain  would  permit, 
and  0x1  the  whole  have  no  proof  of  any  guilt  in  Mr, 
Folger  s"  whereupon  the  captain  ha$  b^en  permitted  tq 
go  home,  and  has  had  all  his  expences  paid  him.  The 
committee  fufpeft  fhere  has  been  foul  play  fomewhere. 
They  have  taken  off  the  feal  from  the  packet,  and  fent 
it  back  to  Paris,  to  be  examined  by  the.  original  im- 
preffion,  that  they  may  fee  if  the  fraud  can  be  dete6led 
by  that  mean.     What  makes' the  affair  more  myfterious 

IS, 
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iSi  that  the  other  difpatches  brought  by  the  captain,  con^  1778*' 
tained  ftate  papers  direfted  for  the  late  prefident  Mr. 
Hancock,  and  had  no  appearance  of  having  been  fearch- 
ed.  Time  muft  produce  an  explanation  of  this  dark 
bufinefs ;  which  has  been  rendered  the  more  fulpicious 
by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Francey  with  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Deane  crJyy  dated  Paris,  September  the  loth,  i777> 
recommending  him  as  Mr.  Beaumarchais'  agent,  and 
preffing  the  execution  of  the  bufinefs  which  he  came 
upon.  The  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  in  their  firft' 
letter  to  the  commiffioners  after  his  arrival,  faid,  "  We 
think  it  ftrange  that  the  commiffioners  did  not  jmntly 
write  by  Mr.  Francey,  confidering  the  very  important 
d^figns  of  his  coming  over,  viz.  to  fettle  the  mode  of 
payment  for  the  pafi:  cargoes,  fent  by  Roderique  Hor- 
tales  and  Co.  [alias  Mr.  Beaumarchais]  and  to  make 
contradts  for  future.  It  is  certain,  that  much  eclaircifle- 
m^entis,  at  this  late  moment,  wanting."  Mn  Francey 
from  time  to  time  fent  to  the  committee  of  commerce, 
letters  upon  the  bufinefs  with  which  he  was  intrufted,^ 
which  were  reported  to  congrefs  for  their  confideratioh. 
After  being  before  them  once  and  again,  Mr.  Francey,- 
as  agent  for  Roderique  Hortales  and  company,  fettled 
his  contraft  With  them,  on  the  8th  of  April.  By  that' 
contract  it  was  ftipulatcd  among  other  articles,  that  the^ 
Gofts  of  the  feveral  cargoes  already  fhipped  by  the  faid^ 
dompanyi  were  to  be  fairly  dated  at  the  current  prices 
^nd  ufual  mercantile  charges  in  France^  of  the  dates  at- 
which  they  were  (hipped. 

Let  us  for  a  while  employ  ourfelves  about  military- 
concerns. 
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i^-^Si.     The  condition  of  the  army  at  Valley-forge,  was  far 

Jan..  fj-QiYi  being  the  moft  eligible  or  refpeftablej  and  in  cafe 

the  enemy  had  come  out  of  Philadelphia,  and  made  a 

general  pulh,  would  have  been  exceeding  hazardous; 

Gen.  Wafhington  was  compelled  by  neceffity  to  employ 

'.   the  troops  in  making  feizures  5  which  excited  the  greateft 

uheafinefs  imaginable  among   their  beft  and  warmeft 

I   friends,  befide  fpreading  difaflfeftion  among  the  people. 

;    He  ever  regrets  being  forced  upon  fuch  a  meafure,  and 

;    confiders  it  among  his  worft  misfortunes  j  as  it  not  only 

}    occafions  a  dreadful  alarm,  but  never  fails,  even  in  ve-^- 

teran  armies,  under  the  moft  rigid  and  exadt  difciplinej 

to  raife  in  the  foldiery\4i  difpofition  to  licentioufnefsi 

plunder,  and  robbery.     The  relief  obtained  wias  of  nd 

long  continuance^ 

Feb.       He  thus  defcribed  the  diftrejQTes  of  the  army  on  the 

1 6th  of  February—'^  For  fome  days  paft  there  has  been 

litde  lefs  than  a  famine  in  camp.     Naked  and  ftarving 

as  they  are,  we  cannot  enoligh  admire  the  incomparable 

patience  and  fidelity  of  the  foldiery,  that  they  have  not^ 

ere  this,  been  excited  by  their  fufferings  to  a  general 

mutiny  and  difperfioni     This  is  the  fecond  time  in  the 

prefent  year^  that  we  hav6  been  upon  the  verge  of  i 

diffolution  for  want  of  provifion;"    As  to   clothings 

*^  he  was  continually  tantalizied  With  accounts  from  all 

quarters^  of  the  prodigic^us  quantity  that  was  purchafed 

and  forwarded  for  the  ufe  of  the  army^  while  none  reachied 

them,  or  {o  badly  forted  as  to  be  totally  ufelefs;     Thd 

poor  foldier  had  a  pair  of  ftockings  given  him  without 

ihoes,  or  a  waiftcoat  without  a  coat  or  blanket-  to  his 

back ;  and  thus  he  derived  little  benefit  frona  v^i^  he 

x^^od.    Perhaps  by  Midfummer  he  may  receive  thick 

ftockings. 
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ftockings^  flioes,  and  blankets,  which  he  will  contrive* 77^* 
to  get  rid  of  in  the  moft  expeditious  nnanner.  In  ^is 
way,  by  an  eternal  round  of  die  moft  ftupid  manage- 
ment, the  public  trealure  is  expended  to  no  kind  of 
purpofe,  while  the  men  have  been  left  to  perifh  by 
inches  with  cold  and  nakednels."  '  . 

Upon  a  full  conviftion  that  the  falvation  of  the  caufe 
depended  on  making  provifion  for  the  half  pay  of  the 
officers,  the  general  communicated  his  thoughts  to  fome 
of  th^  congrefs  in  the  following  words — "  With  far  the  \ 
greatdi  part  of  mankind,  intereft  is  the  governing  princi-  ! 
pie.  Almoft  every  man  is  more  or  lefs  under  its  influence. 
Motives  of  public  virtue  may,  for  a  time,  or  in  parti-.  ,  . 
cular  inftances,  actuate  men  to  the  obfervance  of  a  con-  , 
du6t  purely  difmt^refted  j  but  they  are  not  of  themfelvcs 
fufficient  to  prodiice  a  perfevering  conformity,  to  the  • 
refined  di6tates  and  obligations  of  focial  duty.  We  find 
it  exemplified  in  the  American  officers  as  well  as  in  all 
other  men.  At  the  commencement  of  the  difpxite,  in 
the  firft  eflTufions  of  their  zeal,  and  looking  upon  that 
fervice  to  be  only  temporary,  they  entered  into  it  with- 
out paying  any  regard  to  pecuniary  or  felfifh  confidera- 
tiotis :  but  finding  its  duration  to  be  much  longer  than 
they  at  firft  fufpedled,  and  that  inftead  of  deriving  any 
advantage  from  the  hardfhips  and  dangers  to  which  they 
were  expofed,  they  on  the  contrary  were  lofers  by  their 
patriotic,  and  fell  far  Ihort  of  a  competency  tofuppjy; 
their  wants,  they  have  gradually  abated  in  their  ardor  i; 
and  with  many  an  entire  difmclination  to  the  fervice  un- 
der it8  prefent  circumftances  has  taken  place. — When  a<| 
officer's  commiifion  is  valuable  to  hiqa,  and  he  fears^lQ 
lofe  it,  you  may  then  exa6t  obedience  from  him.    Ij  .i§ 

6  not; 
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177S.  not  indeed  confiftent  with  reafon  or  juftice,  to  expeft 
that  one  fet  of  men  fhould  make  a  facrifice  of  propertjf,' 
domeftic  eafe  and  happinefs,  and  encounter  the  rigors  of 
the  field,  the  perils  and  viciffitudes  of  war,  to '  obtain 
thofe  bleffings  which  every  citizen  will  enjoy  in  common 
with  them,  without  fome  adequate  compenfation.  It 
muft  alfo  be  a  comfortlefs  reflecStion  to  any  man,  that 
after  he  may  have  contributed  to  fecuring  the  rights  of 
his  country,  by  the  rifle  of  his  life  and  the  ruin  of  his 
fortune,  there  will  be  no  provifion  made  for  preventing 
himfelf  and  family  from  finking  into-  indigence  and 
wretchednefs.  Nothing  would  ferve  more  fully  to  re- 
animate their  languifhing  zeal,  and  intereft  them  tho- 
roughly in  the  fervice,  than  a  half  pay  and  pei>fionary 
cftablilhment/'     The  general  fupportQd  his  interpofition 

April  in  behalf  of  the  officers,  by  a  fedond  letter  of  April  the 
a  I  ft — "  Men  may  fpeculate  as  they  will;  they  may 
talk  of  patriotifm  5  they  may  draw  a  few  examples  from 
ancient  ftory  of  great  atchievements  performed  by  its 
influence,  but  whoever  builds  upon  it^  as  a  fufficient 
bafis  for  conducing  a  long  and  bloody  war,  will  find 
themfelves  deceived  in  the  end.  We  muft  take  the  paf- 
fions  of  men  as  nature  has  given  them,  and  thofe  prin- 
ciples as  a  guide  which  are  generally  the  rule  of  adlion; 
I  do  not  mean  to  exclude  altogether  the  idea  of  patrio- 
tifm. I  know  it  exifts,  and  I  know  it  has  done  much 
in  the  prefent  conteft :  but  I  will  venture  to  aflfert,  that 
a  great  and  lafting  war  can  never  be  fupported  on  this 
principle  alone.  It  muft  be  aided  by  a  profped  of  in- 
tereft or  fome  reward.  For  a  time  it  may  of  itfelf  pufh 
men  to  aftion,  to  bear  much,  to  encounter  difficulties, 
but  it  will  not  endure  unaffifted  by  intereft.— Without 

arro- 
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arfogahce,  or  the  fmalleft  deviation  from  truth,  k  nla/i7)>» 
be  faid,  that  no  hiftory  now  extant,  can  furnifti  an  in* 
ftance  of  an  army's  fuffering  fuch  uncommon  hardlhip* 
as  ours  has  done,  and  bearing  them  with  the  fame  pati-, 
cnce  and  fortitude  To  fee  men  without  clothes  to  cover 
their  nakednefs,  without  blankets  to  lie  on,  without 
Ihoes,  (fo  that  their  marches  might  be  traced  by  thtt 
blood  from  their  feet)  and  almoft  as  often  without  pro- 
vifion  as  with,  marching  through  froiJ:  and  fnow,  and  at 
Chriibnas  taking  up  their  winter  quarters  within  a  day's 
inarch  <rf*  the  enemy,  without  a  houfe  or  hut  to  cover 
them,  till  they  could  be  built,  and  fubmitting  to  it 
without  a  murmur,  is  a  mark  of  patience  and  obedienccj 
which,  in  my  opinion,  can  fc^^rce  be  paralleled."  Within 
^  week  after,  congrefs  refolved  that  there  fhould  be  z 
provifion  of  half  pay  for  the  life  of  the  officers ;  but 
then  diey  further  refolvcd,  *^  That  nothing  contained  in 
the  foregoing  refolution  fhall  be  conftrued  to  extend  to 
prevent  the  United  States  from  redeeming,  at  any  time* 
the  half  pay  pf  fuch  officers  as  they  judgQ  proper,  by 
paying  them  a  fum  equal  to  fix  years  half  pay."  But 
before  thefe  refolves  were  pafled,  between  two  and 
three  hundred  officers  had  refigned  their  commiffion^, 
reckoning  from  laft  Auguft. 

General  Walhington  being  defirous  of  efFefting  an 
exchange  of  prifoners,  wrote  to  congrefs,  on  the  7  th  of 
March— ^*  It  may  be  thought  contrary  to  our  intereft 
to  go  into  an  exchange,  as,  the  enemy  would  derive  more 
immediate  advantage  from  it  than  we  fhould :  but  on 
principles  of  genuine  extenfive  policy,  independent  of 
the  confidcration  of  compaffion  and  juftice,  we  are  un- 
der an  obligation  not  to  elude  it«    An  ievent  of  this  kinci 

Vol.  in.  F  is 
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*W.^*is  the  general  wifh  of  the  country.  I  know  it  to  be  thtf 
wifh  of  the  army,  and  it  muft  be  the  ardent  wifti  of  the 
unhappy  fufferers  themfelves.  Should  the  exchange  bcf 
deferred,  till  the  terms  of  the  laft  refolve  of  congrcfs  ort 
the  fubjeft  are  fulfilled,  it  will  be  difficult  to  prevent 
bur  being  generally  accufed  With  a  breach  of  good  faith. 
Speculative  nainds  may  confider  all  our  profeflions  as 
mere  profeflions,  or  at  beftj  that  intercft  and  policy  are 
to  be  the  only  arbiters  of  their  validity.  I  canhoC  doubt 
that  congrefs,  ki  prefervation  of  the  public  fakh  and  my 
perfonal  honor,  will  remove  all  impediments,  that  now 
oppofe  themfelves  to  my  engagements,  and  will  autho- 
rize  me,  through  commiflioners,  to  fetde  as  cxtenfive 
and  competent  a  cartel  as  may  appear  advantageous  and 
neceflary,  any  refolutions  heretofore  to  the  contrary  not- 
withftanding."  Congrefs  in  a  few  days  removed  the 
impediment,  by  refoiving  that  he  might  proceed  in  the 
exchange  of  prifoncrs  without  waiting  for  the  fettlement 
and  the  difcharge,  of  their  accounts :  but  no  cartel  has 
been  agreed  upon.  Commifl[ioners  were  appointed  on- 
both  fidc?^  and  held  feveral  meetings,  without  efFcdting 
the  bufmefs.  This  led  congrefs  to  refolve,  on  the  aift 
of  April — '^  That  congrefs  are  fmcerely  defifous  of 
fettling  a  cartel  for  the  exchange  of  prifoners,  on  prin- 
ciples of  jitftice,  humanity,  and  mutual  advantage,  and 
agreeable  to  the  cuftomary  rules  and  praftice  of  war 
among  civilized  nations,  and  that  they  lament  the  ob- 
ftacks  raifed  by  gen-  Howe  and  his  commiflioners  during 
the  negotiations  held  for  this  defirable  purpofc*"  ..How- 
ever, partial  exchanges  of  individuals  have  taken  piac^ 
and  will  be  continued.  When  major  Otho  Williams 
was  exchafi^ged,  he  fimt  a  letter  to  American  head  quagr- 

9         *  ters> 
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terS}  relating  how  the  prifoners  had  been  treated  at  New  177! 
York,  and  then  faid — "  Before  I  conclude,  pernnit  me 
to  acknowledge  to  you  and  the  world,  that  I  am  much, 
obliged  to  Daniel  Chamier  efqj  auditor  general,  for  lend- 
ing me  money;  to  doftor  Richard  Huddlefton  of  the 
feventh  Britifh  regiment,  for  feveral  offices  of  kindnefs* 
to  myfelf .  and  other  prifoners,  and  that  I  was  treated  in 
a  very  courteous  genteel  manner  by  major  Ackland  of* 
the  twentieth,  for  whom  I  was  exchanged/'  • 

In  January,  congrefs  concluded  upon  a  winter's  irrup-    . 
tion  into  Canada,   and  appointed  the   marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  gens.  Conway  and  Stark  to  condudt  it*   .  The   . 
two  former  repaired  to  Albany,  and  were  afterward 
joined  by  baron  de  Kalb.     But  in  a  while,  the  expedition 
was  dropt,  for  want  of  men,  money,  clothing,  fleighs, 
provifions  and  forage :  and  on  the  aid  of  April,  Cort- 
way  requefted  leave  to  refign  his  commiffion,  which  wa3 
granted.  Baron  de  Steuben,  who  arrived  the  beginning  of 
December,  with  fundry  letters  of  recomrrtendatlon  to 
congrefs,  and  was  defircd  by  them  to  repair  to  gen* 
Wafhington's  quarters,  foon  fucceeded  him  as  in^efitoc 
general.     The  fame  day  Conway's  refignation  wa3:  ac*  • 
cepted,  on  the  28th  of  April,  Waftiingtoii  wrote,  tq ; 
congrefs-*-:"  I  can  be  no  longer  filent  as  to  the  merifs 
of  baron  de  Steuben.     I  confider  him  as  an  acquifitioa  - 
to  the  fervice,  and  recommend  .hijn  to  the  ,atteritioa  cif  - 
congrefs."    May  the. 5th,  it  was  refolvdd,  "Thatcdn- 
grefi  approve  gen.  Washington  s  plan  foF  the  inftitutioiji 
of  a. well  organized  infpeftorfbip :  -That  baroh' Steubeij 
be  appointed  to  .the  ofRcg  of  inlpedlor  geAeral,  with  the 
ranl^and  pay  of  major  general  j  his  pay  tp  commence 
from  ChctimeJ^  JQinejd  the  army  and  entei^d  into  the 

F  a  fervice 
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»77'''{el-vice  of  tfie  United  States :  That  there  be  U90  fafiks 

of  infpcftorsy  tinder  the  direftion  of  the  infpcftor  gene* 

rHj  the  firft  to  fuperintehd  two  or  more  brigades,  and 

<ht  othef  to  be  charged  with  the  infpfeftion  of  one  bri-' 

gade :  That  gen.  Walhington  be  authorized  to  appdkit; 

ftich  perfonfc  to  be  infpeftors  and  brigade  infpcftors  fw 

the  main  army,  as  he  fhall  think  beft  qualified  to  execute 

the  feveral  duties  of  thofe  offices/*    The  eommamkr  in 

chief  and  the  baton  being  in  perfeft  Unifoft,  tht  difci-^ 

piine  of  the  arftiy  has  beeh  mightily  iitiprovedi  and  the 

t^ercife  of  thfe  battallofis  has  betrome  Uniform.    In  or* 

der  to  ettibliA  thefe  poihfs,  the  officefs  wcfe  fomied 

ihto  a  body,  aiid  Whfen  completely  exefcifed  ahd  inftrtitSl- 

td,  were  put  upon  doing  the  like  by  thdr  men.    Whcrt 

the  b^oh  rtianceuvted  the  battalions,  the  brigades,  die 

divifion:^.  Of  thfe  army,  he  explained  matters  tx^  the  re- 

i-e^efitiVfe  coftimattdihg  Officers,  ind  tau^t  them  16  on- 

derftatid  the  meafiing  and  imention  of  the  various  moVe- 

.    fti€ht%.    T^hfc  toifice  of  infpeftor  general  was  one  tf  the 

Pe^kliort^  ift  View  ifof  the  reform  of  the  army,  feme 

tirtie  b)?!bPe  tConWity^s  appointment:   and  tht  fottign 

officfeK,  Who  Had  nb  commifflons,  ahd  no  comttiattds, 

ahd  'Wh6  'Wttt  of  ability,  were  to  have  bech  rccom- 

^  ltieh(!lfed,  anid  particularly  bardn  D'Arendt,  ^th  whom 

the  idei  Bl-igfoiited. 

Tilt  ftiiTeta^i  of  the  iirmy  for  vrant  of  provifiorii  led 
the  cdilgfefi  to  thlhk  at  lefigth  of  fehatiging  tixe  Com- 
Inhiflk^  l^al ;  they  thereferie  dircfted  Ae  prcfidttt  to 
Writfe  mSi.  Jfeitihiati  WsftR^th  of  Confieftictiti-  it^ 
'  titj'eftijf^  hii  kteeftdinc6  oh  ihatters  of  confeqtrthce. 
Wh^lJB  iatormt^  U  his  altiyal,  they  appoki^  a  rtm- 
Iriitftfe  of  ^m  \0  confer  with  him>  »id  inquw  tvbrthet 

he 
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he  would  uadertakc  the  office  of  commiffary  general  (Crf'i778» 
purchafcs.  The  colwel  was  not  a  ftranger  to  the  nature 
of  die  bufinefs,  nor  the  way  in  which  it  was  neceflary 
to  conduft  it,  for  the  feryice  of  the  arnfiy,  Jie  con^ 
^d^red  the  matter  thoroughly}  laid  his  own  pla^j  ;^pd 
informed  th^  committee  upon  what  terms  he  would  un- 
dertake the  CQndufliijg  of  that  department :  from  thefe 
he  would  not  recede.  He  would  not  be  tied  up  by  any 
reguUting  aflhs,  but  would  be  left  at  liberty  to  purchafc 
as  he  was  able.  After  repeated  conferences,  ^^  Cop- 
grcfs  proceeded  to  the  eleftipn  of  #  jcomiuifliry  general 
of  purchafes,  .and  tkt  ballot;s  i>eii?g  t^en,  Jer^mi^  j 
Walworth  efcj;  was  unanimoufly  jg^^tied,"  .on  the  j^tK 
^  Aprii  In  five  days  more,  upon  thi  Tefomption  of 
the  confideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ^p-* 
pointed  to  confer  with  him,  they  rcfolired,  f*  That  the 
conwjaifiary  general  of  purchafes  have  fuU  power  to  ap-- 
poirtt  and  remove  every  officer  in  ius  djcpartment  i" 
which  was  followed  by  various  other  xefolutions,  ^nd 
fE^ed  with  one  declaring^  ^^  That  aU  foraierxegulations 
of  congrefs,  relative  tp  the  department  q[  the  eommiffary 
jgeneral  of  purphafes,  whieh  interfere  widi  the  foregoing 
fcfolutions,  fee  repealed."  Thus  tii^  abandoned  ttat 
^lan,  v4iich  induced  their  firft  comnaifiary  general,  col. 
Joseph  Trumbull,  to  <|uit  the  dcpart«ient  i  and  in  its 
pper^on,  had  nearly  deflroyed  dicir  army^ 

Congrefs  began  thg  year  with  authoriaing  a  committee 
fo  italic  ^?ry  neceflary  meaiurc  for  the  immediate  relief 
ffi  )th6  'fick  ibldiers,  and  to  report  whatever  alteration  in 
4he  mfidie4  department  mijglvt  he  rccjuifite.  Th^  ibon 
^tcr  recommended  it  to  the  clergy  of  aH  denominations 

4«  j^  m^^  di^id^  ito  folicit  charitable  donations  of 

F  3  woollejw 
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1 778. woollens  and  linens,  made  or  unmade,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  fick  J  many  of  whom  were  loft  for  want  of  thcfe. 
articles.  They  alfo  ordered  doftor  Shippert,  the  direftor 
general  of  the  hofpitals,  and  doftor  Rufh,  phyfician  ge- 
neral of  the  middle  diftrift,  to  attend  them  on  the  26di 
of  January.  A  committee  of  five  upon  their  arrival  was 
chofen  to  fend  for,  and  to  hear  them,  and  to  report 
fpecially.  The  afternoon  of  the  27th,  and  the  next 
morning,  were  ipent  in  that  fervice.  A  gentleman,  who 
could  not  but  know  what  paffed,  wr^te  on  the  28th— ^ 

^'  Doftor  R fays  in  a  letter,  that  one  half  of  the 

foldiers  that  died  laji  year^  ferijhed  by  the  prejent  medical 
ejiablijbment .-^K  fhocking  black  pi6hire  indeed  dodiKX* 
Rufh  paintcd-r-»but  by  all  accounts  it  ts  a  juft  one.  It 
is  a  very  melancholy  refleftion,  that  buildings  ereftcd 
fof  the  relief  and  comfort  of  the  fick  and  wounded, 
ftiould  become  tombs  to  them.  A  bad  fyftem  and  a 
bad  adminiftration,  have  produced  great  mifchiefs  in  the 
hofpital.  Peculation  and  embezzlement  of  ftoFes,  pre- 
vail  as  much  in  this  department  as  in  others.  I  do  not 
allege  thefe  things  without  authority  or  proof.  They  are 
fafts  too  well  authenticated."  Another,  in  his  corref-r 
f  ondence,  exprefled  himfelf  thus  upon  mattersr— **  The 
wealth  of  worlds  co\M  not  fijpport  the  expcnce  of  the 
medical  department  alone,  above  two  or  three  years. 
There  is  but  one  right  fyftem  for  a  military  hofpital,  and 
that  is  the  one  made  ufe  of  by  the  Britiih  army^  That 
would  feye  half  a  million  a  year  to  the  continent,  and, 
"what  is  more,  would  produce  perf^ft  fatisfedtion  and  , 
happinefs."  On  the  joth,  Dn  Rufli  requcfted  leave  to 
refign,  which  was  accepted.  Congrefs,  on  the  6th  of 
February^  came  tp  various  refqlufion?,  upon  the  fqxjit 
...  of 
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of  the  firft  committee,  for  the  better  regulating  the  ^778» 
holpitals  of  the  United  States.     On  the  25th,  Dr.  Rufh 
fent  a  letter  from  Princeton  to  gen.  Wafhington,  con- 
taining a  well-attefted  certificate  from  Bethlehem,  fetting 
forth,  that  the  wine  allowed  the  hofpital  was  fo  adulte- 
rated as  to  have  none  of  the  qualities  of  Madeira-^-that 
none  of  the  patients  under  the  care  of  the  figners  eat  of 
venifon,  poultry,  and  wild  fowl,  (unlefs  purchafed  by 
themfelves)  and  that  large  quantities  were  purchafed  by 
the  direftor  general — that  the  direftor  entered  the  hofpi- 
tal but  once  during  fix  weeks  refidence  in  Bethlehem^ 
though  the  utmoft  diftrefs  and  mortality  prevailed— that 
the  fi[ck  were  too  much  crowded,  and  wanted  blankets, 
Ihirts,  ftraw,  and  other  neceflaries — that  there  died  in 
•the  place  two  hundred  foldiers  (eight-tenths  of  them  by 
a  putrid  fever  caught  in   the   hofpital)    within   three 
months.     Dr.  Rufli  mentioned,  that  Dr.  Shippen;  in 
the  height  of  the  mortality,  wrote  to  congrefs-~'^  No 
fatal  difeafe  prevails  in  the  holpitals,  very  few^  die,  and 
the  hpfpitals  are  in  very  good  order."     He  faid — "  Our 
.direftor  general  was  employed  in  felling  large  quantities 
of  Madeira  wine,   brown  and  loaf  fugar,  &c.  (which 
had  been  tranfpprted  through  the  country  in  hofpital 
waggon?,  and  fecured  as  hofpital  (lores)  under  the  name 
of  private  property."     This,  and  another  letter  from  the 
doftor,  were  re?id  in  congrefs,  the  third  of  April,  when 
a  committee  wa?  appointed  and  diredted  to  inq^iire  intQ 
the  charges  contained  in  the  letters  againft  4Q<S;Qr  Shipper 
and  into  his  cond^dt  as  direftgr  general,  aiif}  ^  teporj   ' 
Ipecially  to  congref?,     Th^  diminution  ftf  t    ; 
ficknefs  has  been  very  great :  and  you  "wiU 
:wbencp  it  was  that  no  mere  of  the  fick  foo 

■  F  4     •'    •    .'^  "'-• 
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1 77^*  ficknefs  of  the  foldiers^  before  going  tQ  the  hofpitals» 
was  brought  upon  themy  iiot  altogether  through  the 
want  of  clothes  or  provifion,  but  of  ckanlmtfs  in  their 
huts  and  in  the  camp*  Notwithftanding  repeated  poflr 
tive  orders  enjoining  cleanlinefs,  in  Jome  places  of  die 
camp  the  ftench  was  intolerable,  through  the  neglcft  or 
the  want  of  ncceflaries. 

It  has  been  rcfolved,  that  count  Pukflci  fhall  raife 

j    and  have  the  command  of  an  independent  corps^  to 

''     confift  of  fixty-cight  horfc  and  two  hundred  foot  5  the 

horfe  to  be  armed  with  lances,  and  the  foot  equipped 

in  the  manner  of  light  infantry. 

No  mention  has  been  yet  made  of  one  capt.  Lee  of 
the  light  4i^g^os,  a  bold  enterprifjng  young  officer, 
who,  if  fpared,  is  like  to  make  a  confiderable  figure ; 
but  a  refolve  of  congrefs  leads  us  to  notice  him.     By 
the  twenty-fecond  of  laft  November,  he  and  has  li«te 
troop  had  taken  a  hundred  and  two  of  the  enemy  pri- 
fonere.     The  whole  tenor  of  his  condu^  ^urifig  that 
campaign  proved  him  to  be  brave  and  prude0t.     He 
rendered  effential  feryice  to  his  country,  and  acqmred  to 
himfclf  ^nd  the  corps  he  commanded,  diftlnguUhed 
honor.     The  congrefe,  to  reward  his  merit,  have  re- 
fidved^  »"  That  cpipt.  H.  Lee  be  promoted  to  tljc  nmi^ 
ff  m^or  commandant  5  that  he  be  empowered  to  aug- 
merit  his  prefcnt  corps  by  intiftmenps  to  two  troops  of 
hpife,  tQ  ift  as  a  %>arate  coips."     Thefc  inHflmenis 
^  not  to  be  made  frpm  ^rmpng  thp  priibners*     The 
pOHMTiattder  in  pi^ief  ©ppofts  nevery  thing  of  that  ktod, 
ind  f}a^  written— <'  We  hpyc  always  contplaiaed  againft 
Hqyfp^  at^  ftill  do,  be  cbli^ng  ^r  pennittiiig  the  pn« 
foners  in  his  han^  to  inli|t^  w  an  unwarfaotaUe  Wh 
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cedure.  The  praftice  on  our  part  would  juftify  it  in  ^^7^ 
hinu  I  believe  no  prifoners  have  ever  been  inliftcd  by  ! 
us*  I  am  fiire  ^  none  have  dirough  coniptilfion."  But  ^ 
in  the  Maffachufetts,  a  number  of  the  convention  troops, 
upon  offering  tbemfelves,  were  inlifted:  which  occa- 
iioned  the  general's  writing,  "  Burgoyne  could  hardly 
fuggeft  a  more  cffeftual  plan,  for  plundering  us  of  lb 
much  money,  reinforcing  Mr.  Howe  with  fo  many  men, 
and  preventing  us  from  recruiting  a  certain  number  of  re* 
giments/*  Ail  the  Britiih  deferters  fent  on  from  this  ftate 
»  recruits  for  onercgiment,w€flt  ofFto  theenemyby  thcend 
of  March :  and  of  a  detachment  of  fixty  of  them,  which 
marched  to  join  ool.  Henley's,  only  twelve  or  thirteen 
coached  the  camp.  Part  of  the  others  made  their  cfcapcj 
and  the  reft  formed  a  plan  for  the  lame  purpofe,  mutinied 
and  were  thrown  into  prifon.  The  conduft  of  inlifting 
the  ccMiventiai  troops  was  fufficiendy  mortifying ;  but  it 
was  fw  more  p-ovoking  to  obferve  the  backwardnefs  of 
the  ftates  in  -fumifhing  the  recruits  that  were  w^ted^ 
Inftpad  of  the  army's  being  reinforced  with  eight  or  teft 
dMduiand  troops^  it  was  fcarcely  joined  by  fo  many  hun- 
idreds,  by  the  twelfth  of  April.  lu 

Let  ^s  change  the  fubjeift,  and  confine  ourfelves,  for 
a  time^  more  particularly  to  the  proceedings  of  congrefs. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  they  refolved  to  grant  a  bre# 
wt  of  lieuL  col,  10  the  chevdier  de  Maduit  du  Pleflis^ 
as  a  rcucard  fiir  his  fervices.  Gen.  Wa&ingtojo  recom^ 
iBendcdiusninaletter,  adding,  that  ^^  the  gallant  con^ 
dv£t  of  :riiis  young  gentleman  at  Brandy  wine,  German^ 
tomnj  *ajad  aEt  Fort  Mercer,  (oniiic  Delaware)  entitks 
hbn.  to  tk&  particular  nocice  of  congrefs ;"  that  ^<  ha 
||»^  ^ff^  judicious  altcmtaoiis  in  the.worl^  ^  Red* 

bank. 
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'77^*  bank,  and  Ihowed  great  good  conduft  during  the  aftioni 
in  which  the  Heffians  were  repulfed  5"  and.  that  "  after 
the  evacuation  was  determined  on,  he  became  the  means 
of  faving  fome  valuable  artillery  and  ftores,  and  cheer- 
fully undertook  as  volunteer  the  hazardous  operation  of 
blowing  up  the  magazine,  &c.  without  apparatus  ufually 
provided  upon  fuch  occafions  s"  and  concluding  with — 
^'  he  poffeffes  a  degree  of  modefty  not  always  found  in 
men  who  have  performed  brilliant  aftions.'* 

Two  days  after,  congrefs,  on  the  report  from  the 
board  of  war,  refpefting  the  treatment  of  the  American 
prifoners  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  refolved  among 
other  things.^^^  That  the  allowance  of  two  dollars  a 
week  to  officers,  who  are  prifoners  of  war  to  thefe  United 
States  do  ceafe,  ynlefs  to  thofe  officers  who  may  be  en- 
titled thereto  by  any  contract  made  on  or  before  their 
captivity  or  furrender;  That  in  return  for  permiflSon 
given  to  purchafe  provifions  of  the  American  commiff 
faries  for  the  ufe  of  the  enemy's  prifoners,  gen,  Wafli-, 
ington  be  direfted  to  demand  of  gen.  Howe,  liberty  to 
purch^e  clothing  in  fuch  places  as  may  be  under  hia 
power  for  the  ufe  of  the  American  prifoners ;  That  the 
commifiary  general  of  prifoners  and  his  refpeftive  der 
putiesi  be  forthwith  diredted  to  call  in  all  the  office 
and  privates  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  to  confine 
them  in  fuch  places,  and  order  them  to  be  fobfifted  and 
treated  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  render  thpir  fituation 
fimilar,  in  all  refpeds,  to  that  of  the  officers. and  privates 
who  are  prifoners  with  the  enemy ;  and  that  they  con- 
tinue this  mode  of  treatment,  till  fuch  time  as  a  change 
of  condudt  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  Ihall  induce. con- 
grefs, or  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  armies  of  thefe 

dates. 
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ftates,  to  give  direftions  for  i  different  line  of  conduft  t^j^. 
on.  their  part."  This  threat  of  retaliation  will  have  little 
cffeft  upon  the  Britifli  commander;  and  if  no  other 
confideration  fhould  prevent,  the  general  humanity  of 
the  people  would  be  a  bar  to  its  execution.  That  fome 
different  meafures  ought  to  be  adopted  as  to  the  Britifh 
officers,  than  what  are  at  prefent  given  into,  muft  be 
admitted  upon  another  account;  for  they  have  done 
much  mifchief  to  the  American  caufe.  During  their 
captivity,  they  have  formed  conneftions  in  the  country; 
have  confirmed  the  difaffefted ;  converted  many  igno^ 
rant  people ;  and  frightened  the  lukewarm  and  timid  by 
their  ftories  of  the  power  of  Great  Britain. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  cojigrefs  rcfolved,  **  That 
ivhatever  inhabitant  of  thefe  ftates  fhall  kill,  or  feize,  or 
take  any  loyal  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  and  convey 
jiim,  her  or  them,  to  any  place  widiin  the  power  of  the 
enemy,  or  Ihall  enter  into  any  combination  for  fuch 
purpofe,  or  attempt  to  carry  the  fame  into  execution, 
or  hath  affifted  or  fhall  affift  therein ;  or  fhall  by  giving 
intelligence,  afting  as  a  guide,  or  in  any  other  manner 
whatever,  aid  the  enemy  in  the  perpetration  thereof,  he 
ihall  fuffer  death  by  the  judgment  of  a  court-martial,  , 
fis  a  traitor,  affaffin  and  fpy,  if  the  offence  be  committed 
vrithin  feventy  miles  of  the  head  quarters  of  the  grand 
Qf^  other  armies  of  thefe  ftafes,  where  a  general  officer 
commands."  This  refolution  has  been  introduced  to 
fhow  you  what  a  flretch  of  power  congrefs  has  been 
guilty  of.  They  have  hereby  fufpended  in  particular 
cafes  the  judicial  authority  of  the  Maffachufetts  flate, 
which  is  not  the  feat  of  war ;  and  fubjedked  certain  cri* 
minab  to  a  trial  by  a  court*martiaI^  inftead  of  leaving 

.  /  them 
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»77 ?•  dicm  to  the  laws  of  the  ftatc.  At  Providence  a  general 
officer  commands  ^a  fmall  arfny>  at  the  diftance  of  only 
forty-five  miles  from  Boilon.  All  bodies  c£  fallible  men 
pofiejQed  of  or  claiming  power,  ought  to  be  narrowly 
watched,  or  from  good  or  bad  intentions,  they  will  tranfr 
greis  the  limits  of  their  conftitution,  without  a  real  nc* 
cefljty. 

MaJOT  general  Greene  was  appointed,  on  the  ibcond 
of  March,  quarter-matter  general ;  but  allowed  to  Kt 

^*^*  fain  his  rank  in  the  army.     The  next  day,  congress, 
upon  the  report  of  a  committee,  refolvcd,  "  That  lieut 
gen.  Burgoyne,  on  account  of  his  ill  ftate  of  health^  have 
kave  to  embark  for  England  by  Rhode-Ifland,  or  any 
inorc  expeditious  route,  with  the  officers  ^f  his  fiw»ily 
and  his  fcrvants."    He  is  engaged  by  parade,  in  cafe  the 
ennharkation  of  the  convention  troops  is  prolonged  be- 
yond the  time  apprehended,  to  return  to  America  upoa 
demand  and  due  notice  given,  and  to  re-deliver  Jiimfctf 
into  the  power  of  congrefs,  unlefs  regularly  exchanged, 
Congrels  have  not  loft  fight  of  the  importance  of 
,   having  die  North  River  and  the  pafles  in  the  Highkods 
well  fecured,  £o  as  to  render  any  fudden  attecppt  upon 
Albany  by  the  fiime  imprafticable.     Had  Sir  W,  Howe, 
inftead  of  going  by  fea  to  Philadelphia,*  bent  his  wiiole 
force  for  the  mattering  of  thefe,    as  gen.  Wafhington 
ftrongly  fufpe6ted  he  would  do,  the  independency  of  die 
United  States  mutt  have  tottered  to  the  vefy  foui^datioa, 
if  not  have  been  completely  fubv^ted.    Whether  Ae 
plan  pf  making  the  grand  diverfion  fouthw^rd,  ^originated 
with  the  mjriiftry,  bimfplf,  or  a  Pennfylvania  refugee— 4)jr 
his  leaving  the  troopsunder  Burgoyne  to  fliift  fordiemfelveS| 
in  cafe  the  neinforcemf  |Yt  frpiqn  ^uro|)e  4id  apt  ai^ve  in 

tiaie^ 
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time,  the  fubjugation  of  the  country  may  be  entirely  pre-  j-y^s* 
v«it«d.     Gen.  Gates  was  directed,  on  the  1 5th  of  April,  -^P"^ 
to  repair  forthwith  to  Filh-kiU,  and  to  take  the  command* 
of  all  the  troops  on  the  North  River  and  in  the  wholes 
northern*  department.    He  was  alfo  to  take  effedual 
meafures  to  fecure  the  commumc2U:ion  between  the 
eaftern  and  fouthem  ftates,  by  maintaining  the  poflfcf- 
fioa  of  the  river;  and  for  that  purpofe  was  empowered 
to  provide  gallies,  gun-boats,  fire  rafts,  chains,  caflbons; 
and  cheveaux  de  Prize,  and  to  ereft  all  neceflkry  fortifi-| 
cations^    Weft  Point  has  for  fonnc  time  been  pitched: 
upon  as  a  proper  fpot ;  and  the  troops  have  begun,  and  \ 
are  going  gn  to  fortify  it.     When  the  works  are  com« 
plctedf  it  will  be  a  much  ftronger  poft  than  fort  Mont« 
gomery»  ^uid  h  higher  up  the  river,  and  projedls  inta 
it.     The  (bldiers,  whether  militia  or  continentals,  wiB, 
according  to  cuftom,  be  employed  upon  them  till  finifh-* 
cd,  ^^out  putting  the  ftates  to  any  particular  charge 
for  labor  in  erefting  them. 

Congrefs  were  expefting  that  fomething  would  turn 
up  in  Europe  favorable  to  America;  and  were  confirmr  • 
cd  in  their  expeftarion,  upon  the  receipt  of  a  draught  [ 
of  a  bill  for  declaring  the  intention  of  the  Britifli  par- 
liament as  to  the  exercife  of  their  right  of  impofing 
taxes  on  the  Americans,  as  alfo  the  draught  of  a  bill  tx> 
enable  the 'king  to  appoint  commiflioners  with  power* 
,  to  treat,  confult  and  agree  upon  the  means  of  quieting 
certain .  diforders  within  the  colonies.     Thefe  draughts 
were  fent  from  Philadelphia  to  gen.  Walhington,  who 
forwarded  them  to  York  Town.    On  the  aid  of  April  ^^^ 
Gong^eft  look  them  into  <:onfideration,  and,  obferving 
that  they  had  becfi  induftriibuny  circulared  in  a  partia) 
5  and 
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ijjg^  and  fecret  manner,  ordered  that  they  fhould  be  forth-^^ 
'  with  printed  for  the  public  inforniation ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  took  care  to  counteradt  their  influence  by  the  re* 
marks  they  publiflied  refpefting  them.     They  declared 
their  belief,  that  the  parliament  would  confer  on  them- 
the  ufual  folemnities  of  their  laws ;  and  then  obfenred,* 
that  upon  a  luppofition  the  matters  contained  in  them 
Ihould  really  go  into  the  Brltilh  ftatute  book,  they  would 
ferve  to  fhow,  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  the  weaknefe- 
and  wickednefs  of  the  enemy :  on  thefe  they  expatiated. 
This  done  they  faid— "  It  appears  evident  that  the  faid 
bills  are  intended  to  operate  upon  the  hopes  and  fears  of 
the  good  people  of  thefe  Hates,  fo  as  to  create  divifions 
among  them,  and  a  defeftion  from  the  common  eaujfe: 
and  that  they  are  the  fequel  of  that  infidious  plan,  which 
from  the  days  of  the  ftamp-a6t  down  to  the  prefent 
time,  hath  involved  this  country  in  contention  and  blood-*  • 
filed."     Congrefs  went  on  to  pronounce,   that  if  any 
men  or  body  of  men  prefume  to  make  any  feparate  or 
partial  convention  or  agreement  with  the  Britifh  com- 
milTioners,  they  ought  to  be  confidered  and  treated  aS; 
open  and  avowed  enemies  of  the  United  States.    They, 
declared,  "  That  thefe  United  States  cannot  with  pro- 
priety hold  any  conference  or  treaty  with  any  commif- 
fioners  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  unlefs  they  fliall  as 
a  preliminary  thereto,  either  withdraw  their  fleets  and 
armies,  or  elfe  in  pofitive  and  exprefs  terms  acknow-^: 
ledge  the  independence  of  the  faid  ftates."    They  theny 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  it  is  the  defign  of  the  enemy- 
to  lull  them  into  a  fatal  fecurity,  call  upon  the  ftates  to 
ufe  the  mod  ftrenuous  exertions  to  have  their  yeipeflivc 
quotas  of  continental:  troops  in  the  field  a$  foon  as.  ppf^ 

fible, 
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IblCj  and  to  hold  all  their  militia  in  readinefs  to  ad  as  '77S» 
occafion  may  require.  The  congrefs  at  this  period  had 
no  knowledge  of  a  treaty's  having  been  entered  into  by 
France  wifh  their  commiffioners  $  but  they  conjectured 
that  there  would  be  a  rupture  in  Europe  between^  the 
French  and  Britifh  nations  -,  and  to  avail  themfelves  of ; 

4 

the  occafion,  and  detach  the  torics  from  the  enemy, 
they  the  next  day  recommended  to  the  ftates  the  offer- 
ing of  pardon,  under  the  reftridions  that  might  be  ; 
thought  expedient,  to  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  or  fub-  i 
je6ts  who  had  levied  war  againft  them,  or  had  adhered 
to  the  enemy,  as  Ihould  furrender  themfelves  to  any  civil 
or  military  officer  of  any  of  the  ftates,  or  return  to  the 
iiate  they  belonged  to  before  the  loth  of  next  June. 
The  arrival  of  Ae  conciliatory  bills  at  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  excited  equal  aftonilhment  and  indigna-^- 
tion  in  the  royal  forces.  Thefe  thought  their  perfonal 
honor  wounded  in  the  recantation  now  made  of  all  that 
liigh  language  and  treatment,  which  they  had  been  ac< 
cuftomed  to  hold  or  to  offer  to  the  Americans.  The 
difappointment  was  the  greater,  as  the  bills  were  the 
fubftitute  to  a  reinforcement  of  twenty  thoufand  men, 
which  they  had  expected.  But  the  feeKngs  of  the  nu- 
merous body  of  American  refugees  is  not  to  be  de-* 
fci-ibcd. 

A  committee  of  congrefs  was  appointed  on  the  ift  of  May 
May,  **  to  inquire  into  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  nations  '• 
refpefting  neutrality,  and  to  report  whether  the  conduct 
of  the  king  of  Portugal,  iq  forbidding  the  veffels  of  the 
United  States  to'  enter  his  ports,  and  ordering  thofe  al- 
ready there  to  depart  at  a  Ihort  day,  is  not  a  breach  of 
the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  will  not  juftify  afts  of  hoftility 

againft 
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1778*  againft  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  kingdom,"  On  the  thir4 
3.  during  the  Sunday's  adjournnnent,  Mr.  Simeon  DeanCi 
brother  to  Silas  Deane  efq;  arrived  exprefs  from  France, 
with  fundry  important  difpatches,  whereupon  congrefs 
was  convened,  and  the  difpatches  opened  and  read, 
among  which,  to  their  inconceivable  joy,  were  a  treaty 
of  commerce,  and  a  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded  be- 
tween his  moft  Chriftian  majefly  the  king  c^  France,  and 
the  United  States  of  America.  The  treaties  were  duly 
weighed  and  confidered  feparately  the  next  day,  and 
upion  each  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved,  "  That  the  fame 
be  and  is  hereby  ratified."  There  was  an  adt  fepar^tc 
and  fecret  in  the  following  terms—"  The  moft  Chrif- 
tian king  declares,  in  confequence  of  the  intimate  union 
which  fubfifts  between  him  and  the  king  of  Spain,  diat 
in  concluding  with  the  United  States  of  America  this 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  that  of  eventual  and 
defenfive  alliance,  his  majefty  hath  intended  and  intends 
to  referve  exprefsly,  and  he  referves  by  this  prefenf'  fe- 
parate  and  fecret  aft  to  his  faid  Catholic  majefty>  the 
power  of  acceding  to  the  faid  treaties,  and  to  p»ticipatc 
in  their  ftipulations  at  fuch  time  as  he  fhall  judge  pro- 
per.—It  being  well  underftood  neverthekfs,  that  if  any 
of  the  ftipulations  of  the  faid  treaties  are  not  agreeable 
to  the  king  of  Spain,  his  Cadiolic  majefty  may  pfiC^de 
other  conditions  analagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the 
alliance,  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reci- 
procity and  friendfhip."  This  aft  being  duly  wei^iedt 
it  was  refolved  unanimoufly,  "  That  the  fame  be  and 
is  hereby  ratified."  The  next  refolution  was,  ^  That 
this  congrefs  entertain  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  magna* 
nimity  and  wifdom  of  his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  f6 

ftrongly 
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flrongly  exemplified  in  the  treaty  of  amity  afld  com-'77** 
itierce,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance  5  and  the  commiffioners 
reprelenting  thefe  ftates,  at  the  court  of  France^  are  di- 
refted  to  prefent  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this 
cohgrefsto  his  mod  Chriftian  majefly,  for  his  trtilyrtiag- 
hanimous'  condu6t  rcfpefting  thefe  ftates,   in"  the  faid 
generous  and  difinterefted  treaties,  and  to  aflure  his  ma- 
jefty,  on  the  part  of  this  congrefs,  it  is  fincerely  wifhed 
that  the  friendfliip  fo'  happily  commenced  between  France 
jand  thefe  United  States  may  be  perpetual."     On  the  5th 
they  refolved,  "  That  the  commiflioners  be  inftrutfted 
to  inform  the  court  of  France,  that  although  congrefs 
have  readily  ratified  the  treaties  and  the  aftfeparate  and 
fecf  et ;  yet  from  a  fincere  defire  of  rendering  the  friend-* 
fliip  and  alliance*  fo  happily  begun,  permanent  and  per- 
petual,   and  being  apprehenfive   that  differences   may 
iarife  from  the  nth  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  congrefs  are  defirous  that  the  faid 
Articles  may  be  utterly  txpunged."     Mr.  Lee  was  againft 
ladmittihg   thefe  articles,    and  affigned   his  reafons   to  . 
Meflrs.  Franklin  and  Deane  on  the  30th  of  January ; 
who  on  the  rft  of  February  wrote  to  Mr.  Gerard,  that 
they  concurred  in  defiring  that  the  fame  might  be  omit- 
ted,  notwithftanding  which  they  were  retained^     You 
will  not  expeft  me  to  delineate  the  inexpreffible  fatisfac- 
tion  that  the  report  of  thefe  treaties  Ipread  through  the 
United  States.     The  people  were  in  raptures.     The  fc-*- 
veral  brigades  of  the  army,  by  gen.  Waftiington's  orders^ 
aflemblcd  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  when  their  chap- 
lains communi(!ated  the  intelligence,  offered  up  a  thankf- 
giving,  arid  delivered  a  difcourfe  fuitable  to  the  occa- 
jQon*     They  were  then  formed  into  two  lines,  when  thir- 
Vol*  III.  G  teen 
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.H78*  teen  cannon  were  difcharged ;  at  the  firing  of  the  laf^, 
a  running  fire  of  infantry  began  on  the  right,  ahd  con- 
tinued through  the  whole  front  line ;  it  was  then  taken 
up  on  the  left  of  the  fecond  line,  and  continued  to  the 
right.  A  fignal  was  given,  and  the  whole  army  huz- 
zaed,  "  Long  live  the  king  of  France."  The  artillery 
fired  as  before,  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  fecond  gene- 
ral difcharge  of  all  the  mufketry  in  a  running  fij-e,  and 
by  a  "  Long  live  the  friendly  European  poweri^/*  The 
nriilitary  ceremony  was  reiterated,  and  clofed  with:  an 
huzza  *^  for  the  American  ftates."  The  remainder  of 
the  daypafled  away  in  univerfal  joy  and  gladnefs.  Every 
American  will  foon  have,  from  the  publjcatipn  of  the 
treaties,  an  opportunity  of  learning  their  contents ;  niean 

• 

\vhile  congrefs  have  recommended  to  all,  "  to  confidejr 
the  fubje£ls  of  his  moft  Chriftifin  m.ajefty  as  their  fefCr 
"thren  and  allies,  and  to  behave  toward  them  with  the 
friendfhip  and  attention  due  to  the  fubjefts  of  a  great 
prince,  who  with  the  highcft  magnanimity  arid  wildom 
hath  treated  with  thefe  United  States  on  terms  of  perfect 
equality  and  mutual  advantage,  thereby  rendering  bim- 
felf  the  proteftor  of  the  rights  of  mankind." 
.  ThQ  congrefs,  after  receiving  the  treaties,  had  a 
ftronger  feeling  of  their  own  importance  than  before, 
and  refolved,  '^  That  the  commillioners  appointed  for 
the  courts  of  Spain,  Tufcany,  Viennao  and  Berlin,  Ihould 
live  in  fuch  ftile  and  maiiii^r  at  their  refpeftive  courts  as 
they  may  find  fuitable  and  neceflary  to  fuppprt  the  dig- 
nity of  their  public  charafter."  They  elefted  Ralpk  Izarf 
efqi  commiffioner  for  the  court  of  Tufcany  i  and  Wil- 
Uam  Lee  eiij;  for  the  courts  of.  Berlin  and  ViepnA*  Op 
«/^  the  8  th  they  agreed  to  a- draught  Qf  "  An  f«i(^rd&  to^the 
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inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America."    In  it'77*» 

i 

they  recapitulate  in  a  mafterly  and  aflfefting  manner  the   j 
occurrences  and  ftate  of  the  three  preceding  years.  Their    I , 
language  is  calculated  to  feiz^  and  lead  the  palTions  c^p-* 
tive  at  pleafure.     When  they  cotne  to  the  French  trea-  ]  , 
»tijes,  they  fay — "  You  have  ftill  to  expeft  one  fcvtrc    \ 
conflia.      Your  foreign  alliances,  though  they  fecure 
your  independence,  cannot  fecure  your  country  from  de- 
folation,  your  habitations  from  plunder,  your  wives  from 
infult  or  violation,  nor  your  childrfen  from  butchery. 
Foiled  in  the  principal  defign,  you  muft  expert  to  feel 
the  rage  of  difappointed  ambition.     Arife  then  !  to  your 
tents  !  and  gird  you  for  battle-     It'  is  time  to  turn  the 
headlong  current  of  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the  de- 
ffroycr.'    They  have  filled  up  the  meafure  of  their  abo-' 
rainationSy  and  like- fruit  mufl  foon  drop  from  the  tree. 
Although  much  is  done,    yet  much  remains  to  do. 
Expcft  not  peace,  while  any  corner  of  America  is  in 
pofTeffio^i  of  your  foes*  You  mufl  drive  them  away  froia  • 
tEis4aftd  of  promife,  a  land  flowing  indeed  witli  milk 
and  honey*     Your  "brethren  at  the  extremities  of  th6 
continent,  already  implore  your  friendfhip  and  protec- 
tion.     It  is  your  duty  to  grant  their  requeft.     They 
hunger  and  thirft  after  liberty.     Be  it  yours  to  difpenfc 
to  them  the  heavenly  gift.     And  what  is  there  now  to^ 
prevent.it?*'  They  afterward  hold  up  to  their  view— the 
fweets  of  a  free-coitimerce  with  every  part  of  the  earth, 
foon  to  .reimburfe  them  for  all  the  lolTes  they  have  fuf- 
tain^ ;— the^  full  tide  of  wealth  to  flow  in  upon  their 
fhores,  free  from  the  arbitrary  fmpofitions  of  thofe,  whofe 
jrtter^ft  and  whofo  declared  policy  it  is  to  check  ^eir 
growth  i—dfi4Afi^  iiourHhing  and  foftering  of  their  in-  ^ 

G  ^  terefts 
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*77^rterefts  by  governments,  whofe  power  will  be  derivea 
from  their  grant ;  and  that  will  therefore  be  obliged,  by 
the  influence  of  cogent  neeelTity,  to  exert  it  in  their  fa- 
vor.    They  clofe  with — "  It  is  to  obtain  thefe  things 
that  we  call  for  your  ftrenuous,  unremitted  exertions.- 
Yet  do  not  believe  that  you  have  been,  or  can  be  faved, 
merely  by  your  own  ftrength.     No !  it  is  by'  the  aflift- 
ancc  of  Heaven ;  and  this  yoti  muft  afliduoufly  cultivate 
by  afts  which  Heaven  approves.     Thus  fliall  the  power 
and  happinefs  of  thefe  fovereign,  free^  and  independent 
ftates,  founded  on  the  virtue  of  their  cif izens>  increafe, 
extend  and  endure,  until  the  Almighty  fhall  blot  out  all 
,   the  empires  of  the  earth."     That  this  animated,  but  in 
fome  inftances,  extravagant  addrefs,  tnight  have  its  full 
operation,  and  to  the  utmoft  extent,  they  recommended 
to  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  of  all  denominations,   the 
reading  or  the  caufing  of  it  to  be  read,  immediately 
after  divine  fervice,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  refpeflive  churches  and  chapels,  and  other 
y,     |)laces  of  religious  worfhip.     A  week  after,  they  refumed 
15.    the  lubjedt  of  making  an  allowance  to  officers  after  the. 
war^  and  then  refolved  unanimoufly,   "  That  all  mili- 
tary difiicers  commiffioned  by  congrefs,  who  rioW  are  or 
Kereafter  may  be  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States,  and 
Ihall  continue  therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any 
office  of  profit  tinder  thefe  ftates  or  any  of  them,  fhall, 
after  the  conclufion  of  the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  an-^ 
nually  for  the  term  of  feven  years,  if  they  live  io  long, 
one  half  of  the  prefent  pay  of  fuch  officers ;  provided 
that  no  general  officer  of  the  caValry,  artillery  or  infantry, 
Ihall  be  entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one  half  part 
of  the  pay  of  a  colonel  of  fuch  corps ;  and  provided  that 
4  this 
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this  refolution  fhall  not  extend  to  any  officer,  unlefs  hcj^^J^ 
(hall  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  an4  ihall  ac- 
tually refide  within  fome  one  of  the  United  Swtes.'* 

All  later  proceedings  of  congrefs  muft  be  deferred  tiJI 
another  opportunity. 

On  April  the  twenty-fifth,  the  Maflachufetts  aflem- 
bly  fent  a  letter  to  congrefs  giving  the .  reafons  why  they  j 
refrained  from  paffingtlie  regulating  a£t,  viz.  their  ap-  : 
prehenfions  that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  execution, 
and  that  it  would  be  attended  with  the  moft  fatal  confe- 
quences.  They  have  pafled  an  a£l  for  prefcribing  and 
cftabliftiing  an  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance.  Perlbns 
refufing  it,  .are  to  be  fent  off  by  order  of  council,  within 
forty  days  after  fuch  refufal,  to  fonne  port  in  the  domi- 
nions of  the  king  of  Great  Britain. 

The  declaration  of  independence  made  it  neceffary  for 
the  South  Carolinians  to  new  model  their  temporary 
form  of  government.  The  inhabitants,  inftead  of  choof- 
ing  delegates  to  meet  in  convention  for  that  bufinefs, 
intruded  their  reprefentatives  with  it ;  and  the  eledtions 
in  every  part  of  the  ftate  were  conduced  on  the  idea, 
that  the  members  chofen,  over  and  above  the  ordinary 
powers  of  Icgiflators,  Ihould  have  that  of  framing  a  ne\^^ 
conftitution.  Thus  authorized,  in  January  1777,  they 
entered  upon  the  bufinefs^  They  did  not  proceed  to 
give  a  final  fanftion  to  their  deliberations ;  but  the  model 
they  had  agreed  to  was  printed  in  the  fdrm  of  a  bill, 
and  fubmitted  to  the  examination  of  the  people  at  large 
for  the  fpace  of  a  year.  Such  was  the  prevailing  apr. 
probatttin,' that  when  it  came  before  the  legiflature,  the^, 
general  ■  alCimbly  and  Icgiflative-council  proceeded   iff  ^ 

*  Q  3  M¥^k 


%B  THE     HIS  TO  R  Y     OF     T  H  B     -, 

I7j«,  March  1778,  to  give  it  a  final-fanftion  ia  the  form  of.^a 
J4W  i  and  prefented  it  to  prefident  Rutledge  for  his  af- 
fent..  He  refufed  pafling  it,  and  gave  his  rcafons  in  ^ 
ipeech  addreffed  to  both  houfes.  He  urged  the  oaiii  he 
had  taken  to  prefide  according  to  the  conftitution  agreed 
to  by  the  reprefentatives  in  1776  ;  that  the  bill  offered 
to  hinn  annihilated  one  branch  of  the  legiflature,  and 
transferred  the  right  of  eledling  another  branch  from  the 
general  aflembly  to  the  people,  and  that  nothing  ap- 
peared clearer  to  him  than  that  they  had  not  lawful  power 
fo  to  do.  He  obferyed,  that  th.e  good  of  the  people 
"being  the  end  of  governnnent,  that  is  the  befl:  forro 
under  which  they  are  happieft  j  and  that  they  are  the 
fitteft  judges  of  what  will  be  moft  produdive  of  their 
happinefs.  He  furmifed  that  "  The  people  preferred  .^i 
compounded  or  mixed  governnaent  to  a  fimple  demo- 
cracy, or  one  verging  toward  it,  perhaps  becaufe,  how-, 
ever  unexceptionable  democratic  power  may  appe^  aj 
the  firft  view,  its  effefts  have  been  fquncj  arbitrary,  fe- 
yere.s^nd  deftruftive..  ^^  Certain  it  is/'  faid  he,  "  that  fyf- 
terns  which^  in  theory  have  be^n  much  admired,  on 
trial  have  not  fucceeHed  j  and  that  proj^(3:s  and  e?cperi-» 
iiicnts  relative  to  government  ar^  of  all  fchemes  the 
nioft  dangerous  and  fataL^  He  concluded  liis  address 
with  refigning  the  office  of  prefident  and  commander 
in  chief  ^nto  ?heir  hands^  and  re.que{ling  them  to  acn. 
cept  if  and  ele6:  fome  perfon  in  his  Head.  A  majority. 
9f  their  fu^tages  were  in^  favor  of  the  honorable  Arthuf 
^Middteton  J  but  he  had  his  difficulties  as.  to  petfliBg  th^ 
Ijjyil,  and  declined  the  office*    The  honora^l(s'^|UwUns 

Lpwo^.  y^  fpQp.  .after  fkftedi  ?nd  on  tbp  19th-  of 
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March  ^aVe  his  aflfeftt  t6  the  bill  containing  the  new  *?7*« 
cdnftittition  *. 

Sdrtle  weeks  before  this  law  was  pafled,  the  Randolph 
frigate  of  36  guns  and  J05  men,  commanded  by  capt. 
jfeiddie,  failed  oh  a  cruife  from  Charleftown.     The  Yar-r 
friotith  of  ^4  guns  difcovered  her  and  five  other  veflels, 
in  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  March,  and  came  up  with 
her  by  nihe  o'clock  at  night.     Capt.  Vincent  haUed  her 
to  hoiffi  colours,  or  he  would  fire  into  her,  on  which 
flie  hoifted  American,  and  immediately  gave  the  Yar- 
rtiouth  her  brdadfide,  which  was  returned,  and  in  about 
i,  quarter  of  ah  hour  fhe  blew  up.    Four  men  were  faved 
lipon  a  piece  of  her  wreck,  and  fubfifted  for  five  days' 
upon  nothing  more  than  rain  water,  which  they  fucked, 
frorh  a  piece  of  blanket  they  had  picked  up.     On  the- 
f^fth,  the  Yarmouth  being  in  chace  of  a  Ihip,  happily, 
difcovered  them  wavihg ;    the   captain  -humanely  fuf- 
l^ended  the  chace,  hauled  up  to  the  wreck,  got  a  boat 
out,  and  brought  them  on  board  f.     Three  days  before  ' 
this,  the  Alfred  frigate  of  2.0  nine  pounders  was  taken 
by  the  Ariadne  and  Ceres.     The  Americans  have  alio 
lofl  the  Virginia  frigate. 

The  crew  of  an  American  privateer,  in  the  night  of  the. 
ayth  of  January,  took  die  fort  of  New  Providence,  being  ^ 
joined  by  a  number  of  Americans  in  the  place.  They  con* 
tinued  two  days  in  poflfefTioh  of  it,  during  which  time  they.  , 
made  themfelyes  matters  ofa  Chip  of  1 6  guns,  that  was  re- 
pairing fome  damage  fuflained  by  running  on  a  reef  of  rocks. 
They likewifc  pofTelfed themfelyes  of  fiveprizes that  hacl . 
been  fent  in  by  a  letter  of  iparque.     The  letter  of  marque 

*  Dr.  Rarofay'9  Hiftpiy,^  TpJ.  i,  :p*  i>9^^t3Bw        ♦  Captain  Vitt4 
gent's  fetter  of  March  the  17th.    Remembrancer,  vol,  \u  p.  ^3* 

*    *        '  G  4  return* 


>, 
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* 77 8- returned,  prepared  to  attack,  and  got  very  near  the 
privateer,  when  (he  cut  her  cables  and  failed  off,  having 
about  half  an^hour  before  fent  away  the  fhip  and  three 
of  the  prizes,  and  fet  fire  to  the  other  two.  - 

Captain  James  Willing,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,    arrived  with  a  detachment  of  men  from  fcH*t 
Pitt  at  the  Natches,  a  Britlfh  fettlenrient  in  Weft  FIq- 
rid^,  on  the  evening  of  the  1 9th  of  February ;  and  the 
next  morning  early  fent  out  fundry  parties,  who  almofl 
atsOne  and  the  fame  time  made  the  inhabitants  prifoners 
of  war  on  their  parole.     The  colours  of  the  United 
States  being  hoifted,  and  the  country  taken  poffeflion 
of  in  their  name,  the  inhabitants  fearing  the  confifcation 
of  their  property,  waited  on  capt.  Willing  to  propofe 
terms  of  accommodation,  to  which  he.  readily  agreed. 
They  are  not  fo^  take  arms  againft  the  United  States^ 
or  to  aflift  their  enenfties  j  but^e  to  obferve.a  ftridt  neu- 
trality.    During  fuch  neutrality,   their  perfons,  flaves, 
and  other  property,  of  what  kind  foevcr,  are  to  remain 
fafe  and  unmolefted ;  but  the  property  of  all  public  of- 
ficers of  the  Britifh  crown  is  excepted,  as  alfo  the  pro- 
perty of  all  Britifh,  who  are  not  refidents  in  the  diflrid:. 
The  agreement  was  figned  by  the  delegates  from  the 
people  and  their  aflbciates,  on  the  one  part  ^  and  by  the 
captain  on  the  other,  the  21ft  of  February. 
"  Since  the  earlieft  return  of  Spring,  a  fucceflion  of  de- 
tachments from  .gen.  Howe's  army  have  ranged  the  coun- 
try for  many  miles  round  Philadelphia  and  in  the  Jer- 
feys,  chiefly  to  open  the  communication  for  bringing 
in  fupplies,  and  to  colleft  forage.      They  have  been 
pretty  fuccefsful.     But  col.  Hand,    in  anfwer  to  col. 
Mawhood,  charged  his  troops  not  only  with  denying 

quarter^ 
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/quarter,  but  butchering  the  Americans  who  furrendered  '^7^* 
prifbners,  and  bayonetting,  on  the  21ft  of  March,  in  the 
rnoft  cruel  manner,  in  cold  blood,  men  wh0  were  takers 
by  furprife,  when  they  neither  could  npr  did  attempt  tQ 
make  any  refiftance,  and  fome  of  whom  were  not  fight-r 
ing  men.  The  fuccefsful  furprife  of  a  party  of  Ame- 
ricans,,  confifting  of  fome,  hundreds,  polled  about  feven-» 

'  teen  miles  from  the  city,  took  place  on  the  4th  of  May, 
On  the  7th,  the  fecond  battalion  of  Britilh  light  infantry, 
in  flat  boats,  attended  by  three  gallies  and  other  armed 
boats,  proceeded  up  ^  the  Delaware,  in  order  to  deftroy: 
all  the  American  fliips  and  vefTels  lying  in  the  river 
between  Philadelphia  and  Trenton.  They  landed  the 
next  rnorning;  advanced^  toward  Bordentown;  drove 
the  Americans  that  oppofed  themj  entered  the  town, 
and  burnt  four  {lore-houfes,  containing  provifions,  to- 
bacco, fome  military  (lores  and  camp  equipage.  The 
country  being,  alarmed,  and  a  ftrong  body  collefted,  the 
battalion  croflcd  to  the  Pennfylvania  Ihore.  The  next  ^^ 
day  they  refumed  their  operations,  and  at  fun-fet  embark-^ 
ed  and.  returned  to  Philadelphia.  While  upon  the  ex- 
pedition, they  burnt  two  frigates,  one  of  32  guns,  the. 
other  of  28, — nine  large  Ihips — three  privateer  floops 
of  16  guns  each — three  of  10 — twenty-three  brigs,  with, 
a  number  of  floops  and  fcl^ooners.  Two  of  the  fliips ' 
were  loaded  with  tobacco,  rum  and  military  fl:ores. 

Thus  ends,  mofl:  probably,  the  hifl:ory  of  gen.  Howe^s  ( 
fuccefles  in  North  America  5  for  Sir  Henry  Clinton  ar-   ■■ 
rived  at  Philadelphia  on  the  8  th  of  May,  to  fucceed  the 
former,  who  will  foon  return  to  Great  Britain. 

The  Britifli  officers,  to  exprefs  their  efteem  for  Sir 
y/illiam  Howe^  prepared  a  magnificent  entertainment, 

witl^ 
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'77^*  with  which  tx)  gtace  his  departure  for  Great  Britain.  *ft 
confifted  of  a  variety  of  parts,  on  land  and  water;  was 
called  the  IVtifchianza ;  and  was  given  on  Monday  the 

,g^  1 8th  of  May.  It  was  indeed  magnificent,  began  at  fouf 
in  the  afternoon,  and  concluded  at  four  the  next  rfidfn- 
iflg.  There  was  a  grand  and  beautiful  exhlbititjti  of  fifd 
works ;  toward  the  conclufion  of  which,  a  triurrrphaf 
arch,  speared  gloriotlfly  illuminated,  with  Fanne  blow- 
ing from  her  trumpet  in  letters  of  light — ^^  Thy  laureH. 
lliall  never  fade."  This  predi61:ion  would  be  more  likely 
to  receive  a  fulfilnrtent,  had  the  military  atchievements 
erf"  the  general  been  more  anfwerable  to  the  force  he  has' 
coitirhanded  againft  the  Aitiericans.  The  American' 
officers  planned  a  different  entertainment  for  him ;  which" 
had  proved  fatal  to  thcmfelvcs,  but  for  the  overfight  of* 
one  Britilh  general. 

The  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  with  a  fele6l  corps  of 
;  about  2500  men,  rank  and  file,  crofled  the  Schuylkill, 
;  and  procieeded  to  take  poft  at  Barron-hi!l,  about  twelve 
miles  in  front  of  thd  arniy  it  Valley-forge.  He  planted 
his  piquets  and  videttes,-attd  fent  out  patroles  on  all  the 
roads  by  which  it  was  probable  the  enemy  wotld  ap- 
proach him.  About  tWo  miles  on  hh  left  was  White- 
X  raarfh,  wh€i'e  a  number  of  roads  fot*m  a  jtihAioh.  The ' 
marquis  ihtriifted  the  guard  of  theSfe  roads  to  fome  mi- 
litia, whom  he  ordered  there,  but  who  nfever  \?vent.  A 
qu^er  inferring  from  the  marquis's  directing  him  to 
provide  lodgings  for  the  night,  that  he  intended  rcr- 
maining  there,  lent  information  of  it  to  the  enemy,  who  - 
by  their  fpies  having  obtained  intelligence  of  rfie  mstt- 
quis's  fituation,  formed  an  inftantaneous  defign  of  fur- 
prifing  him.    For  that  purpofei  on  ^  the  night  of  May 

the 


A  MX  XICAN      Vi  ZV  Q  U  U  T  I^  N.  -yt 

.the  igdv,  gen.  Grant  marched  owt  of  Philadelphia  with  trt^ 
foil  7000  men,  and  a  numbo-  of  cannon*    By  taking 
the  Franckfort  road,  and  croffing  the  coiifitry  through 
the  old  York  road  and  White-marlh,  the  next  morning  20, 
he  entered  the  road  on  which  the  marquis  was,  about . 
two  miles  id  his  rear,  at  Plyowuth  meeting-houfe.  Frongi 
thi9  place  to  Matfon's-ford  on  the  Schuylkill  is  about 
one  mile  and  a  quarter,  the  only  ford  by  which  thfc 
inarqui$  could  cffe6t  a  retreat,    and  about  two  milc$ 
from  Barron-hill  church.    Other  troc^s  were  advarttirig 
to  take  the  marquis  ii;i  front,  anid  coj-operaie  with  gem 
Grant ;   who  inftead  of  haftening  to  and  fecuring  tbj 
ford,  marched  down  toward  the  marquis  on  the  main 
road,  by  which  mean  the  latter  gained  intelligence  of 
the  other's  being  in  his  re^.     The  marquis  happily  by 
an  inftant  decifion  retreated  by  the  road  leading  from 
Barron-hill  church  to  Matfon's-ford,  and  had  nearly  ef- 
feded  his  retreat  over  the  Schuylkill  befoire  the  enemy 
were  fenfible  of  their  error.     They  then  doubled  their 
pace  to  come  up  with  his  rear  j  but  his  retreat  ^as  lb 
hanjifome  and  timely,  that  the  troops  were  all  crofTed 
and  formed  before  they  could  come  near  the  ford  in 
force.  His  whole  lofs  was  no  more  than  nine  men.  The 
Americaa  army  ha^  «arfy  inform^tk)ii  of  th^  nciatqijisy 
di^ige/,  aad  were  ii>  great  anxiety  abo«t  him-  jTh«y 
heg9^  &tn^  fome  of  their  heayidt  artillefy,   hoping' 
t\lS^%  die  wiod  being:  fatr^  die  Hoam^  wouM  be  conveyedb 
to  the  en^ny  m  foch  ^  manner  ist^  tp  excite  mtflakeor 
appreh^enfiont;  vAikh  they  think  W0s  the  cafe,  afc  thfft 
eAemy<  after  tjbe  marquis  had  ^  ctoShiy  niade  a  precipi^  > 
tdXt  TMT^  *j^ek .  to  PhUaddphia>  fecmingly  under  a»      .  - 
fi^0henfi0«  that  ifaey  ftould  be  ptirfucd^nd  ^ttaekei: 
.   :  by 
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«77^*  by  the  whole  army.  *  Had  gen.  Grant  marched  down 
at  once  to  Matfon's-ford,  and  fecured  it,  the  marquis 
with  his  feleft  corps,  muft  have  furrendcred  or  been  cut 
.  ,    to  pieces.     Their  lofs  would  have  obliged  the  reft  of 
.    the  American  army  to  have  made  an  hafty  flight,  in  a 
.   tnoft  diftrefling  fituation,  the  chief  of  them  being  with- 
out fhoes  and  ftockings,  and  otherwife  badly  provided. 
The  orderly  manner  in  which  the  Americans  retreated,' 
and  which  contributed  much  to  their  efcaping,  is  to  be 
^fcfibed  to  the  improvements  made  in  their  difcipline, 
owing  greatly  to  the  baron  de  Steuben,  the  infpeftor 
general. 


I,    E    T    T    E    R      III- 

#  -  .  - 

RoHerdamy  June  lOy  1778. 
Friend  Gordon^ 

YO  U  will  not  be  furprifed  at  feeing  from  whence 
this  is  dated;  nor  be  at  a  lofs  to  account  for  my 
removal.    The  prefent  refidence  will  be  more  favorable 
to  general  intelligence  than  Great  Britain,  as  it  affords 
an  opportunity  of  vifiting  and  hearing  from  Paris^  with-'" 
out  danger.     My  laft  year's  letter  clofed  with  the  ac- 
count of  capt.  Cunningham's  having  taken  the'  packet 
I J77.  for  Holland,  inthe  beginning  of  May  1777:    The  cap-' 
tain  and .  his>  crew  were  committed,  ttf  pHfon  for  IbfiiQ  *• 
\-.     *  irregur 
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irregularities;  and  to  favc  appearance?  were  continued  i777* 
there  for  a  Ihort  time  by  the  French  j  but  were  fpeedily 
releafed  from  their  mock  confinement,  and  permitted 
to  purchafe  and  fit  out  a  much  ftronger  veflel,  avoW-** 
cdly  to  infeft  the  Britifh  commerce.  •  Mr.  Hodge,  whom 
you  know,  was  committed  alfo  to  the  Baftile,  at  the  re-- 
queft  of  lord  Stormont,  for  having  adled  publicly  as-  • 
C^unningham's  agent,  in  fitting  out  the  privateer  that" 
took  the  Prince  of  Orange  packet.     While  in  the  Baf- ' 
tile  he  was  treated  with  the  utmoft  politenefs  and  civi-- 
lity  J  and  entertained  jn  the  moft  elegant  manner.     But 
the  American  commiffioners  being  diffatisfied  with  his  * 
confinement,  and  expreffing  themfelvcs  in  ftrong  terms ' 
upon  the  fubjeft,  he  was  releafed,  that  the  harmony  be-^ 
tween  the  French  and  Americans  might  not  fuffer  an 
interruption. 

Upon  fome  reports  tending  to  difcourage  the  French 
commerce  with  the  Americans,  Mr.  de  Sartine;  mini- - 
fter  of  the  marine,  aflured  the  feveral  chambers  of  com- ' 
merce  by  a  public  inftrument,  figned  the  4th  of  July  July 
1777,  and  in  direft  contravention  to  all  the  Britilh  na-     ^* 
vigation  laws,  that. the  king  was  determined  to  afford 
the  fulleft  proteftion  ta  their  commerce,  and  would  re- 
claim all  Ihips  taken  under  that  pretext.  •  Still  the  po- 
licy of  Verfailles  prevented  France's  being-  hurried  into 
a  rupture.     She  determined  to  rifk  no  decifive  ftep,  till 
the  iflue  of  the  American  campaign  was  known,  her 
failors  were  returned  from  the  Newfoundland  fifhery, 
and  her  naval  equipments  were  completed.     Therefore 
when  thfe  Britifh  miniftry  made  heavy  complaints,  at- 
tended with  menaces,  on  account  •  of  the  many  prizes  • 
carried  into  the  French  ports  by  the  American  priva-f 

teers. 
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{777*tecrs,  and  there  difpofcd  of,  as  alfo  of  the  countenance' 
and  protedion  given  to  the  faid  privateers,  (he  granted 
Iprd  Stormont  an.  prder  for  all  of  them  to  dippart  imme- 
diately. 

;  The  news  ,of  gen.  Burgoyne's  fucccls  at  Tycondc- 
roga  and  advance  toward  Albany,  excited  the  great^ 
/  triiimph  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration;  The  promifing 
,  profped  of  the  northern  expedition's  anfwering  fully  the 
wifhes  of  miniftry,  enabled  them  to  prefs  France  harder 
than  ever ;  and  dilated  to  the  latter  greater  pliablencfi 
and  complaifance,  Exprefs  orders  were  fent  to  Nantz, 
a^  all  the  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  forbidding,  the 
admittance  of  any  American  privateers,  xinlcfi  they  en- 
tered in  order  to  refit,  or  were  driven  in  by:  fltrefi  of 
weather  or  want  of  provifions^  and  in  either  of  tbcfc 

*  cafes  they  were  to  be  gone  as  foon  as  poflible.  **  Not-* 
withftanding  all  this  parade,  privateers  come  in,^  -tarry 
jand  take  military  ftwcs ;  and  their  prizes  are  publicly 
fold,  but  as  formerly  praftifed  after  fimilar  complaints, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  people  who  goofFia 
boats  to  buy  them  i  and  are  then  brought  in  and  un- 
Ipaded.  Lord.  Stormont  hears  of  it,,  flies  to  court,  com- 
plains and  threatens  afrelh:  the  court  .ftorms  at  and 
threatens  its  officers;  the  oiHcers  make  their  excufes; 

/and  the  affair  is  foon  huiOhed  up,  or  terminates  in  a  tedi^ 
ous  cpntroverfy,  by  which  the  wiihed-for  time  is  gainqd*" 
Before  the  fubje<£t  pf  fcipping  is  dropped,  let  it  be  noted 
that  the  king's  cruifers  have  taken  feveral . American^vcf* 
fels  and  privateers,  and  retaken  fome  of  their .  prizes ; 
and  will  be  likely  fix>n  to  check  the  progrefs  of  Ame- 
rican fuccefs  in  naval  operations  on  the  European  coaib. 
•  -.         ,  -     :  .  «:Jfty 
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By  thebegimning  of  November,  advices  were  received  ^777* 
pf  the  Bennington  aftion,  the  failure  of  St.  Leger's  ex- 
pedition againft  Fort  Stanwix,  and  Burgoyne's  firft  en- 
gagement. Thefe  advices  overthrew,  in  a  great  mea-? 
fuj-e,  the  fang),rmje  expeftations  that  had  been  formed  of 
ijpeedily  reducing  the  colonies ;  and  were  a,  bad  prelude 
to  the  meeting  of  parliament,  which  toqk  place  the.  aoth  •^*^^* 
pf  November.  The  royal  fpeech  wasi  in  the  ufual  tope, 
but  raendoned  an  -augmentation  of  the  naval  force,  coh- 
fidering  that  the  armaments  in  the  ports  of  France  and 
Spain  continued.  It  concluded  with  a  refolurion  of  pur- 
ftiing  the  meafures  in  which  adminiftration  was  engaged. 
When  the  addrefs  of  ti-^e  commons  was  before  the 
houfe,  the  niarquis  of  Granby  propofed  an  amendment, 
and  that  his  ni;ijefly  Ihould  be  requefted  to  adopt  mea- 
fures for  accommodating  the  differences  with  America, 
and  that  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities  Ihould  be  recommend- 
ed. It  was  ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  oppofuion  on 
the  following  grounds,  that  thi^ee  years  war,  at  an  im- 
menfe  expence,  with  55,000  land  forces^  and  100  ifhips 
Qf  war,  had  only  left  the  nation  in  nearly  the  fame  fitua- 
tion  as  when  it  began*  They  had  loft  Bofton,  and  had 
gained  New  York  :  and  every  hope  of  obtaining  a  re-, 
venue  froni  America  had  been  long  over.  The  country 
gendemen  were  unufually  blank :  they  faw  not  only  an 
end  to  all  their  expeftations  of  ah  American  revenue; 
but  found  themfelyes  faddled,  with  the  burden  of  a  war, 
infinitely  more  ruinous  than  any  other  m  which  the  na- 
tion had  ever  been  involved.  Some  of  the  minifterial 
party  however,  threw  out  hints  for  their  confolation,  that 
America  when  fubdued  would  be  taxed,  Mr.. Hartley 
men.tioned  in  the  debate,  that  there  was  one  ray  <^  hope.  1 
'      a  •  left 


96  T  H  E   H  t  s  *r  o  A  y   d  F   T  ri  E 

,-^i  left  to  the  Britifh,  if  they  had  wifdom  to  fcizc  the  dp-' 
I  portunity  of  opening  a  treaty  with  the  Americans,  while^ 
/  thefe  were  difcontented  with  the  cool  and  dilatory  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  France.     After  all  that  could 
be  advanced  by  oppofition,  the  amend nnent  was  rejeftcd 
by  a  majority  of  243  againft  86.     The  earl  of  Chatham 
moived  for  an  amendment  in  the  houfe  of  lords.     He 
was   for  bringing  about  an  accommodation  with  the 
Americans  by  a  treaty,  and  refted  the  ftrefs  of  his  argu- 
ment upon  this  point,  that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  was 
upon  the  eve  of  breaking  with  us.     His  motion  was  re- 
^    jefted  by  97  to  28. 

When  the  news  of  the  Saratoga  convention  reached 
France,  and  was  communicated  to  the  court  of  Verfailles 
by  the  American  commiffioners,  the  latter  were  armoft 
inftantly  received  arid  publicly  treated  in  that  charafter. 
The  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army  convinced  the  French, 
that  the  American  oppofition  to  Great  Britain,  was  not 
owing  to  a  faftion,  a  few  leading  men  that  had  gotten 
into  power,  but  that  the  body  of  the  people  muft  be  en- 
gaged, and  that  they  were  numerous,  or  that  they  could 
not  have  made  fuch  an  effort  as  not  only  to  have  flopped 
a  conquering  army,  but  to  have  captivated  it.  It  was 
therefore  determined  by  a  majority  of  the  French  court, 
to  take  the  Americans  by  the  hand,  and  to  acknowledge 
their  independence.  They  knew  that  Great  Britain 
could  not  fubdue,  though  they  might  diftrefs  France ; 
and  that  if  the  United  States  would  perfevere,  thefe  muft 
at  length  eftablifh  their  independence  in  connexion  with 
France,  though  they  might  be  reduced  to  greater  diffi- 
culties th^n  they  had  already  felt.  The  marqilis  de  la 
Fayette's  correfpondence  with  his  family  and  friends,  un- 
doubtedly 
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doubtedly  proved  influential  in  procuring  the  determina- 1777. 
tion.  His  letters  were  eagerly  fought  after ;  and  coun- 
terafted  thofe  prejudices  that  were  raifed  by  feveral 
Frenchmen,  who  returned  from  America  in  difguft.  His 
fentiments  were  imbibed  from  their  being  frequently 
confirmed  by  events.  The  American  caufe  being  now 
popular  in  his  native  country,  and  the  French  court 
having  adopted  it,  they  cannot  longer  refent  the  early 
part  he  took  in  it,  notwithftanding  the  ofFenge  given  at 
tlie  moment  by  his  difobedience  and  departure. 

Such  is  the  prefent  ftatc  of  the  conteft  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  Americans,  that  it  will  more  than  ever 
fuffice  to  give  you  a  few  occafional  hints  upon  the  par-  " 
liamcntary  debates  refpefting  it.  In  one  that  took  place 
on  the  2d  of  December,  a  federal  commercial  union 
was  talked  of  by  fome,  as  the  only  hope  left  with  regard 
to  America  J  but  reprobated  by  miniftry.  Mr.  Fox 
moved  for  laymg  certain  papers  before  the  commons : 
while  the  matter  was  debating,  intelligence  was  received, 
that  a  fimilar  motion  had  been  complied  with  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  by  the  lords  in  adminiftration  agreeing 
to  it;,  and  yet  fuch  was  the  influence  of  the  minifliry  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  that  Mr.  Fox's  niotipn  was,  in 
a  manner  which  in  other  feafons  would  have  been  deemed 
incredible,  rejeded  upon  a  divifion  of  178  to  89, 

The  fucceeding  day  was  marked  by  the  difclofure  of  P«^- 
the  melancholy  catafl:rophe  of  Burgoyne's  expedition—- 
a  difclofure,  which  excited  no  lefs  grief  and  aftonifhment 
in  both  houfcs,  than  difmay  on  the  fide  of  the  miniftersj 
who  were  bitterly  reproached  upon. the  occafion.  Th» 
bufinels  relating  to  the  pecuniary  fupplies  being  finifhed, 
and  litde  fhort  of  nine  millions  voted  for  the  ferviceof 

Vol.  III.  H  the 
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^777.  the  enfuing  year,  by  the  loth  of  December,  an  adjourn- 

^^y  ment  to  the  loth  of  January,  was  that  day  naoved  for 
On  the  fide  of  miniftry,  and  after  confiderabk  debates 
carried  in  both  houfes. 

12.  Two  days  after,  the  American  commiflioners  at  Paris, 
finding  all  attempts  to  eftablifti  a  cartel  with  lord  Stor- 
fnont  ineffedual,  Q-anfmitted  a  letter  to  lord  North, 
douched  in  ftrong  terms  of  complaint,  on  the  lubjed  of 
the  rigorous  treatment  exercifed  toward  the  American 
prifoners*  It  contained  a  particular  charge,  which  has 
Hot  been  publicly  refuted,  that  a  number  of  them  were 
in  a  ftate  of  bondage,  on  the  coafts  of  Africa  and  in 
die  Eaft  Indies,  being  compelled  to  fubmit  to  that  con- 
dition, under  the  menaces  of  an  immediate  and  igno- 
minious death* 

16.  On  the  1 6th,  Mr.  Gerard  delivered  to  the  American. 
Commiflioners  the  preliminaries  of  a  treafty  between 
France  and  America.  The  fame  conveyance  that  brought 
an  account  of  the  Saratoga  convention  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  and  the  letter  to  Dr-  Fothergill,  brought  aUb  a 
letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper  of  Bofton  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, in  which  was  mentioned  the  opinion  given  in  the 
one  to  Dr.  Fothergill :  before  this  laft  was  fcnt  ta 'Eng- 
land, care  was  taken  to  open  and  procure  a  copy  of  it 
for  the  cofiimiflioners.  Dr.  Cooper's  letter,  ^as  long 
and  full,  contained  much  information,  and  urged  that 
France  fhould  ftep  forward  at  once  m  the  ca«fe  of  Ame- 
rica, or  that  her  opportunity  of  gaining  a  coniie&ioj^ 
,  with  the  United  States  might  be  loft.  Dr^  Franklia 
commiRi^ted  it  to  the  French  minifter,  on  whom  it 
had  a  ^pd  efle£br  A  number  of  eireuxnftsmces,  m>t 
publicly  known,  came  at  the  &mt  time  to  ^e  know* 

^       '  lodge 
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ledge  of  the  doftor :  they  were  well  adapted  to  quicken  ^^7? • 
the  court  of  France,  and  he  improved  them  to  the  pur- 
pofe  of  fhowing  the  importance  and  neceffity  of  her 

-taking  an  open  and  decifive  part.     The  miniftry  how-  ' 
ever,  were  for  keeping  that  part  private  when  taken,  as 
long  as  convenient  to  their  own  nation,  and  fubfervient 

\to  the  general  good  of  both  countries. 

December  the  24th,  there  was  a  meeting  of  merchants  14« 
at  the  King's  Arms  tavern  in  Cornhill,  for  the  purpofe 
of  railing  a  fum  of  money  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  of  the 
American  prifoners.     A  petition  from  feveral  of  thefe 
at  Portfmouth  prifon,  fent,  the   ift  of  the  month,  to 

certain  lords  and  others,  was  read.  The  petition  fets 
forth,  that  admiralty  was  petitioned  the  laft  year  in  be- 
half of  certain  fick  prifoners,  and  the  petition  difre-  * 
garded  ;-*-that  they  were  about  one  hundred  and  forty, 
in  want  of  warm  clothifig  ais  well  as  of  almoft  every 
comfort,  many  without  flioes  and  ftdckings  i — that  they 
were  under  a  man,  as  overfeer,  void  of  all  humanity, 

;who  detains  every  charitable  fupply  fent  by  humane 
neighbours,  denies  them  the  common  fupplies  of  milk, 
and  allows  them  neither  candle  nor  fire  in  that  cold 
feafon  ;•— that  their  \diole  allowance  is  bnly  eight  ounces 
of  meat  each  man  per  day,  including  the  bone,  and 

.  beer  that  is  very  fmall  indeed  ;-^and  that  captains  and 

.  other  officers  are  penned  up  altogether  like  cattle,  with 

.the  common  failors,  and  with  their  own  fervants.     Lord 

'  Abingdon  had  taken  up  the  matter  in  the  houfc  of  peers, 
and  moved  for  accounts  relative  to  their  treatment.     No 

•  relief  however  was  obtained  by  his  effort  in  parliament; 

'  the  merchants-  therefore  engaged  in  the  bufinefs,  and  by 
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1777*  the  29th,  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty- fix  pounds  Ci% 

Ihillings  and  fix-pence  was  fubfcribed, 
.1778-     On  Saturday,  January  the  3d,  five  gendemen  attcnde4 

Tori 

i  '  on  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  who  expreffed  their  ap- 
prolwion  of  the  humane  motives  of  the  fubfcribers, 
and  promifcd  official  countenance  to  the  application  of 
the  money,  and  to  lay  the  committee  under  no  otha: 
reftraints  than  what  were  neceflary  for  the  good  order 
and  fafe  euftody  of  the  prifoners.  Lord  Sandwich,  at 
the  time,  in  the  handfomeft  manner,  direfted  the  conv- 
miflioners  of  fick  and  hurt  to  give  immediate  orders  to 
the  furveyor  to  eredt  a  temporary  building,  where  the 
prifoners  might  have  the  benefit  of  a  fire  in  the  approach- 
ing inclement  feafon. 

9.  I  The  committee  advertised,  that  the  town  fubfcrip- 
tions,  (independent  of  the  country)  amounting  to  up- 
ward of  three  thoufand  feven  hundred  pounds^  being 
fully  adequate  for  the  prefent  to  the  end  propofed,  the 
fubfcription  was  therefore  clofed.  Subfcriptrons-  had 
been  opened^  at  Briftol,  Nottingham^  in  Yorklhire  and 
other  places.  The  whole  fum^  by  February  the  17th. 
amounted  to  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  arid  forty-feven 
pounds  fifteen  fhillingSy  including,  what  had  been  fent 
from  the  country^ 

During  the  recefs  of  parliariient,  meafnrcs  were  pur- 
fued  by  th€  miniftry  and  their  friends  for  obtaining  a 
body  of  new  troops  by  a  voluntary  fupply  from  the  peo- 
ple. The  towns  of  Manchefter  and  Liverpoole  were 
leaders  in  this  bufinefs ;  engaged  in  it  with  the  greateft 
fervor ;  and  immediately  fent  to  court  an  offer  to  raife 
each  a  regiment  of  1000  men*  In  other  places^  pul^c 
.  meetings  of  towns,  counties  and  great  corporate  bodies, 

were 
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vrere  encouraged,  at  which  refolutions  were  propofed  for  ^37^* 
the  general  levying  of  men  for  the  fervice.     Much  arti-   / 
ficc  was  praftifed  to  draw  the  city  of  London  into  the 
like  meafure ;  and  the  minifterial  party,  with  the  chief 
magiftrate  at  their  head  (who  might  have  received  in- 
ftruftion  and  encouragement  from  his  fuperiors)  expe6ted 
to  have  ^fFedled  it;  but  to  their  aftonifhment  found 
themfelves  defertcd  by  the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  had     ; 
hitherto  regularly  obeyed  all  their  mandates  refpefting     \ 
eledlions  to  city  offices — Such  was  the  effeft  of  the  ori- 
ginal averfion  to  the  American  war,  and  fuch  the  difgbft 
toward  miniftry  on  the  late  unfavorable  events.     But  the 
chief  magiftrate  would  not  defift:  he  luddenly  called  i 
court  on  this  bufinefs;  when  they  rnet  it  was  foftened   i6* 
dbwn  to  a  propofal  for  the  city  to  give  a  bounty  for  the 
raifing  of  men  for  the  land  and  fea  fervice.     Warm  de- 
bates enfued,  and  the  motion  was  thrown  out  by  a  very 
great  majority  of  the  common  council.     Then  followed 
a  -  refolution  condemning  in  ftrong  terms,  the  giving  of 
any  countenance  to,  or  being  in  any  manner  inftrumen- 
tal  in   the  further  continuance  of  the  prefent  ruinous 
and  deftriiftive  war.     The  difappointed  perfons  however 
opened  a  fubfcription,    "  to  fupport   the  authority  of  ^ 
Great  Britain  over  her  rebellious  colonies  in  America  i'*^-- 
the  ftile  proving  offenfive,  it  was  changed  for  the  fup---^ 
port  of  king  and  government :    as  they  were  monitij ' 
men  and  liberal,  20,000 1.  was  foon  fubfcribed,  '    • 

;  A  fimilar  attempt  was  made  in  Briftol,  and  the  cvtht^  -j 
was  fimilar.     But  a  number  of  names  to  large  fuiti's  bf  '' 
money  appeared  in  a  private  fubfcription,  which  riyirllcd  .^ 
15  the  amount  that  at  London.     Neither  of  thefe  fub- 
fcriptiQm  haye  been  found  to  .produi?e  any  great  ^ffeft. 

H  3  The 
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'77^»  The  minifterial  meafure  fuccceded  no  better  in  the  coun-i ' 
ties.     A  ftrong  government  intereft  was  foiled  in  Nor- 
;   folk ;  and  the  attempt  produced  a  petition  of  uncom- 
;    mon  force  and  energy  from  the  freeholders  of  the  county 
to  parliament  againft  the  American  war. 

The  meafure  of  raifing  new  regiments  was  adopted 
in  Scotland  with  the  greateft  avidity.      The  cities  of 
j  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,   railed  a  regiment  of  looo 
[  men  each  -,  and  were  indulged  like  Manchefter  and  Li-^ 
.    verpoole,  with  the  nomination  of  officers.     Several  in-  ^ 
dividuals^  undertook  and  performed  the  raifing  of  regi- 
ments in  the  Highlands.     The  conditions  were  gene-  ^ 
rally  the  fame,  and  very  advantageous  to  both  the  raifers  • 
-    and  officers.     Several  independent  companies,  amount- 
•    ing  to  about  a  regiment  in  point  of  number,  were  raifed  ' 
in  Wales ;  but  the  battalions,  except  thofe  of  Manchef- 
ter and  Liverpoole,  were  all  formed  in  Scotland, 
f        When  the  raeafures  of  raifing  men  and  money  came 
'    to  be  debated,  a  great  law  lord  pronounced  the  meafure 
I     of  raifing  troops,  without  the  confent  and  during  the 
fitting  of  parliamc;nt,  to  be  abfolutely  illegal,  unconfti- 
tutional,  and  a  high  violation  of  the  fundamental  privi- 
leges of  parliament ;  and  declared  that  the  committees ' 
at  the  London  Tavern  and  at  Briftol,  who  conduced 
the  fubfcriptions  in  thefe  cities,  had  adled  a  daringly  il- 
legal and  truly  alarming  part,  having  affumed  a  legifla- 
tive  power,  and  adted  in  that  capacity,  in  which,  ac*^. 
cording  to  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  esprds 
meaning  of  the  bill,  of  rights,  parliament  only  were  cm* 
powered  to  afl* 

The  queftion  of  benevolences  and  free  gifts  did  not 
undergo  le£r  (|ifcuiIion^  no0  their  bek^  brou^t  iot<> 
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praftice  incur  Icfs  cenfure,  than  the  doftrine  of  raifing  ?j77^ 
forces  without  the  participation  of  parliament.  They 
were  declared  to  have  been  illegal  at  all  times,  and  in 
all  the  ftages  of  the  conftitution.  It  was  obferved,  thai  1 
the  prcfent  meafure  overthrew  the  only  colourable  argu-  | 
ment  ever  brought  to  juftify  the  conduft  of  parliament 
in  endeavouring  to  tax  the  colonics.  It  h^d  been  held 
out,  "  That  if  the  colonies,  how  that  they  are  growi} 
powerful  and  opulent,  fhould  give  free  grants,  to  the 
crown,  as  they  have  hitherto  cuftomarily  done  upon  xt^ 
quifition,  the  crown  may  beconie  independent  on  par- 
liament for  fupplies."  This,  it  was  faid,  became  the 
conftant  ^ry  of  minifters  to  amufe  and  deceive  the  peor 
pie,  and  th^  cloak  to  hide^  their  worft  defigns, 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  treaties  between  France  Feb. 
and  the  United  States  werip  figned.     The  alliance  be-r     ^ 
fween  thefe  two  powers  had  not  been  concluded  much 
more  than  eigl)t  and  forty  hours  beforp  it  was  known  by 
the  Britifti  rniniftry. 

Mr.  Fox,  in  a  debat:e  five  days  after,  made  it  appear  ^^ 
from  different  calculations,  that  the  number  qf  men  loft 
to  the  army,  in  killed^  difabled,  deferted,  and  from  Va^ 
rious  other  caufes,  fince  the  commencement  of  hof^ilj^^ 
ties,  amounted  to  about  twenty  thoufand^ 

The  duke  of  Richmond  in  a  committee  of  the  houf^ 
of  lords  fta^ed>  ^ut  the  fame  time,  the  following  fadts 
r-rThat  fince  the  comnaencem^nt  of  hoftilities,  the 
iiurnber  of  yeffels  belonging  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
taken  by  American  fliips  of  war  and  priyateers,  amountr 
,cd  to  fcven  hundred  and  thirty-three ; .  fqrty^feven  of 
-wrhich  had  been  relcafed,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-j  -  ' 
fjyco.  retakai :~TJmt .  the  ,li)f3.  Qf.ihc  icuxi^ining.  .fivse 

Jrl  4  hui^* 
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X  778.  hundred  and  fifty-nine  appeared  fronn  the  examination 
of  nnerchants  to  have  been  worth  at  leaft  two  millions 
and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds : — That  of  two  hun- 
dred fhips  employed  every  year  in  the  African  trade, 
before  the  prefent  troubles,  whofe  value  upon  an  ave- 
rage was  nine  thoufand  pounds  each,  only  forty  remained 
in  that  branch  of  trade,  which  was  therefore  diminifhed 
one  million  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  an- 
nually :-— and  That  the  number  of  American  fhips  of 
war  and  privateers,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-three,  carrying  two  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
'fifty-fix  guns,  and  about  fourteen  thoufand  feamen.  Lord 
"Sandwich,  on  the  other  fide,  ftated  the  number  of  Ame- 
rican prizes  that  had  been  taken  at  nine  hundred  and 
four,  which  he  eftimated  at  two  thoufand  pounds  each, 
making  altogether  one  million  eight  hundred  and  eight 
thoufand  pounds ;  to  which  he  added  the  value  of  the 
fifheries,  from  which  the  Americans  were  excluded,  and 
then  fixed  the  damage  they  had  fuftained  at  two  millions 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Upon  another  occafion 
the  duke  ftated  the  extraordinary  war-expences  of  each 
of  the  four  laft  years  feparately ;  and  the  \vhole  being 
afcertained,  as  near  as  could  be  poflibly  done  for  the 
prefent,  amounted  to,thegrofs  fum  of  twenty-three  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  ninety-four  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  ninety-two  pounds.  He  Ihowed  alfo  that  was  a 
pacification  to  take  place,  no  lefs  than  nine  millions  more 
would  be  requifite  to  bring  all  matters  relating  to  thq 
war  to  a  final  fetdement. 

^«^^7j      Jl.ord  North  introduced  his  conciliatory  propofitions. 

'     His  plan  was  to  enable  the  crown  to  appoint  commii^ 

fioners  to  treat  with  thp  cobnies  concerning  the  means 

of 
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of  putting  an  end  to  the  prefent  conteft  between  them  1778^ 
and  Great  Britain.  Five  perfons  were  to  be  inverted 
with  ample  powers  ;  and  authorized  to  treat  with  con-  | 
grefs  as  a  lawful  aflembly,  reprefenting  America — with 
any  of  the  provincial  affcmblies — and  with  any  indivi- 
duals. They  were  to  be  empowered  to  order  a  fufpen- 
lion  of  arms ;  to  fufpend  the  operation  of  laws ;  and  to 
grant  pardons,  immunities  and  rewards.  The  title  of 
Independent  States  might  be  allowed  till  the  treaty  had' 
beei^  ratified  by  the  king  and  parliament.  The  com- 
miflioners  were  to  negotiate,  upon  a  re-union  of  the  em- 
pire, for  a  reafbnable  contribution  to  its  common  exi- 
gencies J  but  this  demand  was  not  to  be  infifted  on,  and 
to  be  given  up  rather  than  not  terminate  the  quarrel. 
His  lordfhip  faid  in  his  fpeech,  that  Sir  W.  Howe  had 
been,  in  the  late  aftions  and  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
campaign,  not  only  in  ,the  goodnefs  of  troops,  and  in 
all  manner  of  fupplies,  but  alfo  in  point  of  numbers, 
much  fuperior  to  the  American  army  which  oppofed  him 
in  the  field :  that  gen.  Burgoyne  had  been  in  numbers^ 
until  the  affair  at  Bennington,  near  twice  as  ftrong  as 
the  army  of  the  enemy :  that  he  promifed  a  great  army 
fhould  be  fent  out ;  and  that  a  great  army  had  accord- 
ingly been  fent  out,  to  the  amount  of  60,000  men  and 
upward.  The  fpeech  was  Ibng,  able  and  eloquent,  and 
kept  him  up  two  full  hours.  A  dull  melancholy  filence 
for  fomc  time  fucceeded.  It  was  heard  with  profound^ 
attention ;  but  without  a  fingle  mark  of  approbation, 
Aftonifhment,  dejeftion  and  fear,  over  clouded  the  whole 
aflembly.  .  It  was  conjeftured,  that  fome  powerful  mo- 
tive had  induced  miniftry  to  adopt  fuch  an  alteration  of 
|neafqr?s.  The  idea  wa&  confirmed  by  the  pofitive  3,U 
.       .  ^  fertion 
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,^>yg,fertion  of  Mr.  Fox,  that  a  treaty  had  been  figned  at 

Paris,  between  the  colonies  and  France,  by  which  fhe 

recognifed  their  independence.     Some  of  the  country 

/  gentlemen  being  piqued  at  lord  North's  having  faid^ 

/  riiat  "  they  had  not  been  mifled  or  deceived,"  rofe  with 

'    /    great  warmth,  and  afferted  with  indignation,  that  they 

/     had  been  grofsly  deceived  and  mifled  by  the  uniform 

j     language  of  government  for  three  years  paft.     In  gene- 

i      ral  the  party  declared,   that  as  the  point  of  taxation, 

which  could  be  the  only  rational  ground  of  the  war,  was 

now  given  up,  peace  fliould  be  procured  by  any  mean^ 

and  in  the  Ipeediefl:  manner/' 

His  lordfhip  fhould  have  early  attended  to  the  hint^ 
contained  in  the  letter  to  Dr.  Fothergill,  which  the  docr^ 
tor  got  tranfcribcd  and  fent  him,  but  the  minifter  though! 
the  dodor's  correfpondent  too  fanguine.  The  intimart 
tion  that  a  foreign  power  might  interfere,  fhould  have 
produced  a  determination  to  treat  immediately— a  mef- 
fage  to  the  American  commiflioners  affuring  them  of  it 
~and  the  introduftion,  if  poflible  the  faffing  of  the 
conciliatory  bills,  before  the  delivery  qf  the  prelimina^ 
ries  to  the  commiflioners  on  the  i6th  of  December: 

Mar. 

2.      whereas  they  were  not  pafled  till  the  2d  of  March. 

The  day  before  the  conciliatory  propofitions  were  in^ 
troduced,  a  panicular  incident  happened  in  the  houfe  of 
lords.  After  the  Saratoga  convention,  gen.  Gates  wrote 
a  very  pathetic  and  interefling  letter  to  the  earl  of  Tha- 
net,  with  whom  he  had  formerly  lived  upon  a  footing 
of  great  intimacy.  It  related  chiefly  to  the  fituation  o£ 
affairs  between  Great  Britain  and  America.  He  la** 
mented  the  misfortunes  that  had  befallen  his  native  coun* 
try,  and  the  danger  to  which,  it  wa^.expofed^  and  .then 
•  •  5         "  ^  '  ft?te(\ 
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ftated  the  neceflity  of  fpeedily  applying  the  only  remedy  ^77^ 
renmaining,  for  the  cure  of  the  many  evils  that  afflifted- 
or  threatened  Great  Britain.  This  remedy  he  declared 
to  be  an  acknowledgment  of  American  independence, 
which  he  faid  the  United  States  never  would  part  with,  , 
"  A  wife  minifter,"  he  added,  "  by  refcinding  the  re- 
folutions  paffed  to  fupport  that  fyftem  which  no  power 
on  earth  can  eftablifh,  will  endeavour  to  preferve  fo 
much  of  the  empire  in  profperity  and  honor,  as  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  and  the  mal-adminiftration  of 
thofe  who  ruled  before  him,  have  left  to  his  govern- 
ments The  United  States  of  America  are  willing  to 
be  the  friends,  but  never  will  fubmit  to  be  the  flaves  of 
the  parent  country.  They  are  by  confanguinity,  by  Ian-* 
guage,  and  by  the  afFeftion  which  naturally  fprings  from- 
thefe,  more  attached  to  England  than  to  any  other  coun- 
try  under  the  fun.  Therefore  fpurn  not  the  blefling' 
which  yet  remains ;  inftaritly  withdraw  your  fleets  and* 
armies ;  cultivate  the  commerce  and  friendfhip  of  Ame-» 
Wca.  Thus,  and  thus  only,  can  England  hope  to  be 
great  and  happy.  Seek  that  in  a  commercial  alliance  t 
feek  it  ere  it  be  too  late ;  for  there  only  you  muft  expert 
to  find  it."  The  earl  of  Thanet  produced  this  letter- 
m  the  houfe  j  and  after  fome  controverfy  it  was  read  ;- 
and  the  duke  of  Richmond  moved  that  it  (hould  lie 
upon  the  table.  The  motion  was  rejeAed  after  a  warrw  * 
debate,  to  the  concern  of  feveral,  who  flattered  them- 
fclves  that  the  letter  might  have  aflTorded  an  opening  to 
z.  favorable  accommodation. 

The  French  ambaflador  delivered  a  refcript  to  lord   U* 
Weymouth,  in  which  he  informed  the  court  of  London, 
^at  the  kiiYg  had  figned  a  treaty  of  friendihip  and  com^ 

merce 
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177^-  mexce  with  the  United  States  of  America.  The  know- 
kdgc  of  this'tranfaftion  was  communicated  under  the 
parade  of  cultivating  the  good  underftanding  fubfifting 
between  France  and  Great  Britain ;  and  was  accompa*- 
nied  with  a  declaration,  that  the  contrafting  parties  have 
paid  great  attention  not  to  ftipulate  any  exclufive  ad- 
vantages in  favor  of  France ;  and  that  the  United  States 
have  referved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  every  nation 
whatever,  upon  the  fame  footing  of  equality  and  red- 
jprocity.  The  refcript  concludes  with  an  intimation, 
that  the  French  king  being /determined  to  proteft  cfffec- 
tually  the  lawful  commerce  of  his  fubjefts,  and  to  main- 
tain the  dignity  of  his  flag  had,  in  confequence,  taken 
eventual  meafures  for  thefe  purpofes,  in  concert  with 
the  United  States  of  America.  No  fooner  was  the  ac- 
count conveyed  to  the  French  court,  of  the  immediate 
effedts  which  the  delivery  of  the  refcript  feemed  to  have 
produced  in  London,  than  orders  were  iflued  for  the 
fcizure  of  all  the  Britifh  veflels  in  any  of  the  French 
ports.  The  example  was  followed  by  a  fimilar  order  in 
Qreat  Britain.  But  there  were  few  fhips  in  the  ports 
of  eithen  The  French  are  flill  for  preferving  certain 
appearances,  and  therefore  the  king's  ordinance,  afford- 
ing new  and  extraordinary  advantages  to  the  captors  of 
prizes,  although  figned  on  the  28  th  of  March,  is  kept 
dormant,  without  publication  or  effeft. 
I^ar.  The  reception  of  this  refcript  was  notified  by  the  mi- 
IV  nifler  to  the  houfe  of  commons  on  the  17th.  The  no- 
tice was  accompanied  with  a  meflage  from  the  king^ 
intimating  that  he  fhould  be  under  the  neceflity  of  rc-^ 
fenting  fo  unprovoked  and  fo  unjuft  an  aggrefllon  on  the 
honor  of  his  crpwn  and  the  efleaiial  interefts  of  hi§  king-^ 

dom, 
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dom,  and  expreffing  his  firm  confidence  on  the  zealous  ty^g; 
and  afFeftionate  fuppoit  of  his  faithful  people.  An  ad- 
drefs  was  moved  for  in  anfwcr  to  it,  to  aflure  the  king 
of  the  readinefs  of  his  people  to  ftand  by  him  in  affert- 
ing  the  dignity  of  his  crown,  and  the  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, and  to  fubmit  with  cheerfulncfs  and  fpirit  to  the 
expences  that  would  be  requifite  for  this  neceffary  pur- 
pofe ;  and  was  carried  after  a  long  debate.  In  the  houfe 
of  l(^ds,  the  debates  upon  the  like  occafion  were  at- 
tended with  an  acrimony  of  language,  and  a  freedom  of 
thought,  that  feemed  to  fcorn  all  reftraint.  In  the  courfe 
of  them  it  was  faid  in  fubftance — "  The  treatment  wc 
have  received  from  France  is  mortifying ;  but  if  we  arc  \ 
wife,  we  fhall  fupprefs  our  refentment  at  the  prefent 
hour,  and  referve  it  for  a  more  convenient  opportunity. 
In  the  continual  viciffitude  of  political  events  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  we  need  not  wait  long  for  a  fa- 
vorable occafion  of  returning  the  blow  given  us  by  France 
•in  the  prefent  inftance.  Nor  let  us  forget,  that  we  have 
ourfelves,  on  former  occafions,  afted  a  part  fimilar  to 
that  of  which  we  now  fo  grievoufly  complain.  When 
liie  Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  Spain,  England  befriended  them  in  the 
Tame  manner  France  does  now  the  United  States  of 
America.  When  France  was  torn  by  civil  diflenfions, 
we  made  it  our  bufinefs  to  interfere,  and  to  efpoufc  the 
caufe  of  one  of  the  parties.  The  frequency  of  the  prac- 
'  tice  has  rendered  it  a  common  rule  of  European  po- 
'  iitics.  Every  nation  is  watchful  of  what  paffes  among 
its  neighbours,  to  the  well  known  intent  of  profiting  by 
•  their  divifions.  It  was  by  a  ftridt  and  cojtiftant  obfervance 
of  this  maxim, .  that  fomc  of  the.  grcateft  princes  and 

minifters 
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^*77^*  minifters  had  made  fo  fplendid  ^  figure.     Queen  Elizd* 
beth  in  England,  and  cardinal  Richlieu  in  France,  had 
ruled  with  fo  mudi  profperity,  and  rifen  to  fuch  fame, 
by  never  lofing  fight  of  it.     The  fafeft  way  ot  revenge 
ing  ourfelves,  will  be  by  following  their  example/*   .  The 
queftion  for  an  addrefs  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  nearly 
three  to  one. 
Mar.      A  public  audience  and  reception .  was  gi^n  to  the 
*'•  /  American  commiflTioners,  MeflTrs.  Franklin,  Deane  and 
'  Lee,  by  the  French  monarch.     They  were  introduced 
by  Monf.  Vergennes,  and  received  by  the  king  with  the 
nfual  formalities  and  ceremonials*      This  ftriking  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  plenipotentiaries  from  the  United 
'  States,  muft  have  mortified  the  miniftry  and  crown  of 
Xjreat  Britain;  and  may  be  pronounced  the  pcditical 
phenomenon  of  Europe.     The  day  before  it  was  exhi- 
bited, the  French  ambaflfador,  in  confequence  of  orders 
to  quit  London,  fet  out  for  Paris. 

An  inquiry  into  the  fl:ate  of  the  nation  had  been  pro- 

•   pofed  fome  time  back,  and  continued  with  unabated  aC- 

fiduity  in  both  boufes.     In  the  houfe  of  peers,  the  duk« 

of  Richmond,  its  principal  conduftor,  brought  all  mat- 

ters  relating  to  it  into  a  clear  and  perlpicuous  orrange- 

April  urgent.     He  at  length,  on  the  7th  of  April,  put  an  end 

If*      to  that  intricate  and  laborious  fervice,  by  qne  of  the 

moft  refolute  and  animated  Ipeeches  ever  pronounced 

in  that  aflembly.     He  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  the  king, 

in  which  a  rcprefentation  of  the  ftate  of  his  donainions 

•was  given,  and  the  condud  of  die  minifters  feyerely 

cenfured,  and  his  majefty  urged  to  put  an  end  to  that 

fyftem,  which  had  prevailed  in  his  court  and  admini- 

ftration.    Heinfifted  upon  it>  as  he  had  repeatedly  done 

on 
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on  former  occafions,  that  the  only  meafure  of  fafety  was  i  fi9* 
to  recall  the  Britilh  forces  from  the  colonies,  and  to 
ccHiciude  an  accommodation  with  them  upon  the  moft    ! 
advantageous  termS  that  coidd  be  obtained.     He  would 
even  agree  to  their  independence.     Oppofition  was  not 
however  unanimous.     The  earl  of  Chatham  refilled  it 
with  a  ftrength  of  determination,  and  a  vehemence  of  | 
fpeech,  that  were  peculiar.     The  earl  of  Shelburne  cm- 
braced  fimilar  fentiments.     They  jointly  protefted  againft   \ 
any  meafure  that  tended  to  the  difmemberment  of  the 
empirefj  and  to  the  acknowledgment  of  American  inde-    ' 
pendence.     The  latter  emphatically  ftiled  it  the  "  fetting    : 
for  ever  of  the  Britifh  fun."     All  dangers  and  all  trials    j 
were  to  be  encountered  fooner  than  to  fubmit  to  fuch  a 
difmemberment.      Great  Britain  was  in  poffeffion  of 
ample  rcfources  to  prevent  fuch  a  difafter.     The  num- 
bers and  fpirit  of  her  people,  their  riches  and  their  ftrength 
were  greater  than  her  foes  fufpefted,  and  even  than  ftie 
herfelf  could  well  afcertain  till  they  had  been  juftly  tried. 
During  the  debate  of  the  day,  the  earl  of  Chatham, 
while  engaged  in  his  eager  fpeech  againft  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  American  independence,  was  feized  with 
that  fainting  which  was  the  prelude  to  his  death  on  the 
eleventh  of  May,  in  the  feyentieth  year  of  his  age.  .  He 
has  left  behind  him  the  charafter  of  one  of  the  greateft 
orators  and  ftatefmen,  that  this  or  any  other  country  has 
ever  prodyced  :  with  the  fineft  opportunities  in  his  hands 
of  acquiring  an  ample  fortune,  he  left  his  family  defti- 
tute  of  all  fuitable  provifion.     The  houfe  of  commons 
however,  to  teftify  their  gratitude  to  him  for  his  impor- 
tant and  eminent  public  fervices,  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment 
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■J??^*  ment  of  his  debts,  and  fettled  an  honorable  income  upon 
his  pofterity. 

The  duke  of  ^.ichmond's  propofed  addrefs  was  re- 
jedted  by  a  great  majority.  But  a  proteft  was  figned 
upon  the  occafion  by  twenty  peers,  wherein  they  con- 
demned, with  the  utmoft  freedom  and  afperity  of  lan- 
guage, the  defign  to  perfift  in  the  meaiures  carried  on 
in  the  colonies. 

April'  A  French  fquadron,  which  had  for  feveral  months 
been  equipping  at  Toulon,  failed  from  that  port  under 
the  command  of  count  d'Eftaing.  It  confifted  of  twelve 
ftiips  of  the  line,  and  four  frigates  of  fuperior  fize.  Mr. 
Silas  Deane,  and  Mr.  Gerard,  who  has  been  appointed 
the  French  minifter  to  congrefs,  were  on  board.     On 

May  the  4th  of  May  authentic  intelligence  of  its  failing  ar- 
.  rived  at  St.  James's.  Some  of  the  minifters  happening 
to  be  out  of  town,  the  cabinet  could  not  meet  till  the 
fixth ',  when  orders  and  inftrudlions  were  inftantly  dif- 
patched  to  Portfmoudi ;  and  on  the  next  day  all  hands 
were  employed  in  preparing  for  the  immediate  failing  of 
a  powerful  fquadron.  On  Friday  the  8th  the  wind 
changed  to  the  weft,  and  it  was  not  till  the  20th,  that 
admirals  Byron  and  Hyde  Parker  failed  from  Portfmouth 
with  twelve  Ihips  of  the  line :  but  the  Britifh  minifters 
not  knowing  whither  count  d'Eftaing's  fquadron  was  def- 

,  tined,  nor  that  Deane  and  Gerard  were  on  board,  they 
fent  an  exprefs  to  ftop  their  final  failing  till  further  or- 
ders, fo  that  they  put  into  Plymouth.  At  length  being 
relieved  from  their  doubts  by  the  5th  of  Junci  they 
determined  to  fend  admiral  Byron  to  America,  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  give  him  the  command  on  that  ftation, 
by  fending  with  him,  that  leave  to  return  which  lord 

Howe 
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Howe  had  defired ;  and  on  the  9th  the  admiral  ^Icd  '77** 
from  Plymouth.     Lord  Howe  had  been  deceived  into 
his  command;  had  been  deceived  while  in  the  exercife 
of  it ;  and  being  tired  and  difgufted,  had  required  per- 
miflion  to  refign  *. 

General  Burgoyne  landed  at  Portfmouth.  On  his  |« Jt 
arrival  at  London,  he  foon  difcovered,  that  he  was  no 
longer  an  objeft  of  court  favor.  He  was  refufed  ad- 
miffion  to  the  royal  prefence ;  and  from  thence  experi-*  i 
enced  all  thofe  marks  of  being  in  difgrace,  which  are 
fo  well  underftood,  and  fo  quickly  perceived  by  the  re- 
tainers and  followers  of  courts. 

Sir  George  Saville  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  i|p 
for  the  repeal  of  certain  penalties  and  difabilities  pro- 
vided  in  an  aft  of  the  loth  and  nth  of  William  III. 
entitled  an  aft  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  popery. 
He  propofed  that  a  fufficient  teft  might  be  formed,  by 
which  the  papifts  Ihould  bind  themfelves  to  the  fupport 
of  the  civil  government  by  law  eftablifhed.  The  mo- 
tion was  received  with  univerfal  approbation.  A  biU 
was  brought  in  and  carried  through  both  houfes  with 
uncommon  unanimity;  miniftry  and  oppofition  vied 
with  each  other  in  aftivicy  to  forward  it ;  the  firft  confi- 
dered  it  as  a  prelude  to  the  employing  of  papifts  in  the 
fleets  and  armies:  that  refpeftable  body,  who  called 
themfelves  old  whigSy  took  the  lead  avowedly  in  fupport 
of  it ;  and  the  bench  of  bilhops  co-operated  heartily  with 
the  other  promoters  of  it :  it  was  paffed  without  a  fingle  ^, 
negative,  and  received  the  royal  aflcnt  on  the  27th  of  • 
May.  By  this  aft  the  elaufe  in  the  aft  of  William  IIL 
for  profecuting  of  popifh  bifhops,  priefts  or  jefuits,  is 

*  Lord  Howe  in  the  houfe  of  commcms* 

Voi.»  III.  I  repealed i 
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.  IK^i  repcajcd ;  alfo  that  for  fubjpfting  papifts  keeping  fchooU 
/  fpir  the  education  of  youtli  to  perpetual  imprifonment  j 
;   ^d  that  likewife,  which  difables  papifts  from  inherit- 
1    ing  lands  by  defccnt,  and  gijes  to  the  next  of  kin  (be- 
'  ^'^g  proteftants)  a  right  to  inherit  fuch  lands;  befidc 
^ .  -  that  which  difables  papifts  from  purchafin^  manors,  lands 
or  hereditaments,  in  England  or  Wales  j  but  the  a6t 
I    leaves  all  lands  in  poffeflion  juft  as  they  were,  and  all 
c^ufes  in  .litigation,  as  if  it  had  never  been  made ;  and 
the  benefits  arifing  from  it,  reft  on  the  condition  of 
taking  a  certain  prefcribed  oath  of  allegiance  within  fix 
months  of  its  pafling  into  a  law. 
l^y,      Sir  William  Meredith  obferved  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mens,  that  the  Britifh  minifters  had  early  and  complete 
Intelligence  of  the  French  preparations  q,t  Toulon.     He. 
faidi  that  on  the  3d  of  January  they  had  notice  of  th? 
cquipnncnt;  on  the  8tji  of  February  they  had  advice  of 
the  number  of  fhips  that  was  to  compofe  the  fquadron ; 
and  on  the  28  th  of  the  fame  month  that  the  crews  werf: 
all  completed  5  and  that  they  had  early  information  of 
count  d'Eftaing's  arrival,  and  of  the  day  op  which  hQ 
intended  to  fail,    He  moved,    among  other  matters, 
tbat  it  did  not  appear  to  the  houfe,  that  any  orders  were 
fent  until  the  29th  of  April,  for  any  fleet  of  pbfervadon^ 
to  attend  the  motions  of  that  from  Toulon :  but  the 
ft|)fngth  of  miniftry  was  too  great  to  adniit  of  its  being 
carried. 
June       On  the  3d  of  Jtine  a  period  was  put  to  the  feffioii,  of 
parl^m^nt ;  and  on  the  9th,  the  carl  of  Chatham's  re- 
mains were,  honorably  interred  in  Weftminfter  Abbey 
sf.  the  public  expence  |  at  which  alfo,  a  magpificerjt  mo- 
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hument  has  been  ordered  to  be  erefted  in  the  fame  place  17754 
to  his  remembrance. 

.  Warlike  preparations  are  going  forward  in  every  part 
of  Great  Britain  j  but  the  French  have  undoubtedly  the 
Hart,  and  are  in  the  greater  forwardnds.  Admiral  Kep- 
pel  failed  from  St.  Helenas  on  a  Gruife  off  Ufhant,  with  ifi 
twenty  fhips  of  the  line ;  but  not  in  that  excellent  order, 
nor  fo  well  manned,  as  the  critical  fuiiation  of  affairs 
between  the  two  nations  appears  to  require^ 

What  could  iiot  be  mentioned  in  the  order  of  tipiei 
muft  now  be  i:elated,  that  capt.  Jones^  of  the  Ranger 
privateer  frdm  Portfmouth  -  in  New  If  amplhire  (iktej 
toward  the  eiid  of  Aprilj  landed  in  the  night,  at  White-  ^ 
haven  in  Cumberland^  a  party  of  30  men,  and  fet  fire 
to  one  of  the  (hips  in  the  harbour :  by  the  exertion  of 
the  inhabitants  the  flames  were  extinguiftied  befpre  they 
had  reached  the  rigging;  He  afterward  landed  fome 
men  cfn  the  weftern  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  plundered 
the  hpufe  of  lord  Selkirk,  near  Kirkubright,  of  pj^te, 
jewels  and  other  valuable  articles.  He  is  a  Scotchman 
'by  fcirthi  and  is  faid  to  have  lived  formerly  with  his 
lordihipi 

Ypu  msty  expeft  from  Oie  the  e^rlieft  intelligence  of 
thofe  inr^ortant  tranf^aions,  that  arc  .about  W  wi^* 
m^nee  in  this  quarter  of  the  woirWi 
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Rotterdam^  Aug.  15,  1778. 
<    Friend  G. 

TH  E  French,  to  perplex  the  councils  of  the  Britifli 
.y/«.  court,  affembled  a  multitude  of  regiments  from 

all  p^rts  of  the  kingdom,  and  marched  them  down  to 
the  fea  fide,  where  they  formed  large  encanripments  op- 
pofite  to  the  Ihores  of  Great  Britain.  Thefe  manoeuvres 
occafioned  the  calling  out  and  embodying  of  the  militia 
of  England  upon  the  rifmg  of  parliament.  The  militia 
being  joined  by  the  regular  forces,  camps  were  formed 
in  different  places:  but  the  nation  trufted. moft.  to  the 
navy. 

My  laft  clofed  with  the  account  of  admiral  KeppeV% 
having  failed.     He  was  defervedly  in  the  highefi  cfteem 
with  his  own  profeffion,  as  well  as  the  public.     It  was 
extremely  proper  therefore  that  he  fhould  be  appomted 
to  command  that  fleet,  to  wJiich  was  committed  the  de- 
fence of  the  ifland,   the  proteftion  of  the  homeward 
bound  trade,  and  the  prefervation  of  the  dignity  of  tlie 
Britilh  flag  in  the  adjoining  feas.     On  his  arrival  at 
Portfmouth  toward  the  end  of  March,  he  found  matters 
very  dilFerent  from  the  opinion  that  had  been  generally 
circulated,  and  from  what  he  himfelf  had  been  led  to 
cxpefb.     Inftead  of  a  ftrong  and  well  appointed  fleet,  he 
difcovered  to  his  aflonifliment,  that  there  were  only  fix 
fail  ofthe  line  in  any  degree  of  condition  for  imme- 
diate 
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diate  fervicci  even.thefe  on  his  reviewing  them,  with  a  i^'j^. 
feannan's  eye,  gave  him  no  peculiar  pleafure.     The  pau-  | 
city  and  condition  of  both  men  and  fhips  was^.  not  more  I 

i 

alarming,  than  the  deficiency  of  all  kinds  of  naval  ftores  was  ; 
lamentable ;  but  the  admiral  afted  with  fuch  prudence  ; 
and  caution,  as  to  prevent  that  increafe  of  the  public 
alarm,  that  a  difplay  of  thefe  circumftances  muft  have 
occafioned.     He  urged  his  private  applications  to  the  ' 
admiralty,  with  fuch  affiduity  and  efFeft,  that  a  new  fpirit 
and  unufual  degree  of  vigor  were  fuddenly  feen  to  per- 
vade the  naval  department  ^  and  fugh  induftry  was  ufed, 
that  befide  difpatching  the  twelve  Ihjps  for  America  un- 
der Byron,  he  was  enabled  to  take  the  feas  with  a  fleet 
of  twenty  fail  of  the  line,  at  the  time  already  mentioned. 
He  had  fcarcely  arrived  at  his  ftation  in  the  Bay  of  9 if- 
cay,  when  two  French  frigates,  with  two  fmaller.  veffels, 
appeared  in  fight,  and  were  evidently  taking  a  furvey 
of  the  fleet.     War  had  not  been  declared,  nor  rcprifals 
ordered :  but  it  was  neccflary  to  ftop  thefe  frigates,  as 
well  to  obtain  intelligence,  as  to  prevent  its  being  con- 
veyed.    A  general  fignal  for  chafing  was  made:  a  fhip  June 
of  the  line  got  at  length  along  fide  of  the  Licprne  of  '7* 
32  guns  J  on  her  firing  a  gun,  the  Frenchman  flood  to 
her  and  was  brought  into  the  fleet.     Mean  while,  the 
other  French  frigate,  La  Belle  Poule^  of  twenty-fix  heavy 
twelve  pounders,  befide  feveral  others  of  lighter  metal,  ' 
with  a  fchooner  of  ten  guns  in  company,  were  clofely  ; 
purfued  by  the  Arethuja  frigate  of  only  twenty-eight  fix  ; 
pounders,  and  the  Alert  cutter,  till  out  of  fight  of  the,  '■ 
fleet.     The  Arethufa  , getting  up  with  her  chafe,  capt. 
^arjhall  requefted  the  French  officer,  lieutenant  Cbadeau 
4e  la  Clockeleri^j ,  to  hring  ^o,  and  acquainted  hin[i  with 

I  3  '  the 
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iyi7^.  the  ordc/s  for  conducing  hirh  to  the  admiral.'    A  to'tii- 
pliance  being  refufed,  the  icaptain  fired  a  fhot  actofs  the 
Belle  Ppule,  which  Ihe  inftantly  returned^  by  pouring 
her  whole  broadfide  into  the  Arethufa.     A  defperate  en- 
gagement  enfued  with  unufual  warmth  and  ai^imofit/ 
for  aboye  two  hours,  each  fide  vying  with  the  utmbfl: 
fiegrec  of  national  emulation  to  obtain  the  palrh  of  vic-^ 
tory,  in  this  firft  aftion  and  opening  of  a  new  war.     The 
Belle  Poule  had  the  fijperiority  not  only  in  height  of 
metal,  but  in  number  of  men.     The  Arethufa  was  (o 
fhattered,   that  fhe  became  almoft  unmanageable,    as 
there  was  little  wind.     The  captain  was  obliged  to  a<3: 
with  the  more  caution,  as  he  was  upon  the  French  coaft, 
^nd  clofe^on  Ihore  at  midnight.     The  Belle  Poulc  hav.^ 
ing  her  head  in  with  the  Und,  and  meeting  with  no  fur- 
rier interruption  fi-om  thfe  Arethufa,  embraced  the  op- 
portunity of  ftanding  into  a  fmall  bay.     During  the  fore 
jpart  of  this  a£tion,  this  engagement  was  no  lefs  warpn  be- 
tween the  Alert  cutter  and  French  fchooner.    Their  force 
was  about  equal.    The  conteft  was  well  fupported  for  up- 
ward of  an  hour^  when  the  fchooner  was  compelled  to 
ftrike,  Next  morning  an  unexpefted  nioyement  made  by 
the  Licorne,  occ^fipned  one  of  the  convoy  to  fire  a  (hot 
^crofs  hprway,  as  a  fignal  for  keeping  her  coiirfe,  wheii 
to  the  aftonifhmeht  of  adrpir^l  Keppel  anci  the  whole 
lleet,  fhe  fuddenly  poured  her  whole  broad-fide,  accom- 
panied with  i  general  difcharge  of  muflcetry^  into  the 
America  pf  74  guns,  at  the  inftant  lord  Longford  her 
^  commander  was  {landing  upon  the' gunwale,  an^  talking 
in  terms  of  the  utmoft  politenefs  tp  tl^e  French  captain^ 
I'he  frigate-  inftantly  ftrppk  her  colours,  as  fobh  as  Ihe 
^;^  ^ifcharged  htr  fire,    t)nly  four  of  the  Amcrita's 
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people  were  wounded.     Notwithftanding  the  proroci- '77^ 
tion,  lord  Longford  had  fuch  connmand  of  his  tenmper 
as  not  to  return  a  fingle  fhot.     Another  French  frigate 
falling  in  with  the  fleet,  was  detained  fay  the  admiral 
under  the  plea  of  hollility,  conamitted  by  the  Licoraej 
but  feveral  French  merchanjtmen  v^ere-fufFered  to  paiS 
through   the  fleet  unmolefted.     The  captwe  of   th^ 
French  frigates  afforded  the  admiral  a  fource  of  the  mdl 
critical  and  alarming  inforni^tion.     He  was  r>ow  withift 
fight  of  Ufliant,   when  he  difcoyered  to  his  affonifh^ 
ment,  that  the  French  fleet  in  Breft  ro^d  and  Breft 
water  amounted  to  32  ihips  of  the  line,  befide  10  or  1% 
frigates,  while  his  own  force  confifted  only  of  20  iDf  thfe 
former,  and  three  of  the  latter.     The  odd$  b^itwcfen  thfe 
two  fleets  was  fo  vaft,  that  he  coul(J  not  juftify  rlfldhg 
an  aftion,  which  might  prove  fatal  to  the  kingdom.   But 
it  gave   him  the  greateft  unfestfinefs,   to  fimd  Hmlfclf 
obliged  to  turn  his  back  on  France.     The  French  n^ 
foonef  dej^f  mined  to  takp  a  decided  part  with  the  Amcf  1 
ric^ns,  than  they  afliduoufly  applied  thenhftlves  to  th4^ 
getting  of  t;heir  navy  into  the  utmqft  forwardnefs  foi* 
aftual  fervice ;  and  had  proceeded  with  fuch  profouh4 
fecrecy,  that  the  ftrength  of  it  haid»  not  tr^hfpired  fo  ai 
to  reach  the  Britifli  minifti^  who  appear  to  have  htci\ 
yranting  in  procuring  gqod  and  early  intelligence ;  which, 
was  a  matter  of -fo  much  importance  iri  the  eftimation  6F 
the  French,  that  they  yfecj  eyeiy  mean  for  obtmhihg  it» 
Xhe  Breft  fleet  lay  reacjy  for  failing;  and  was  only  de- 
tained till  the  deftittatiqn  of  adrniralByrpri's  force  com|4 
be  afcertained  at  Paris. 

On  the  return  of  the  Britifli  fleet  to  Portfmouth,  ^hfe  June 
jldnr*irars  condud^  w^s  branded  with  the  mpffio^Obribtii  ^7* 

I  4  tem\s. 
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*77^»  terms,  and  afcribed  to  the  mod  difgraccful  motives-j  and 
/   his  general  charafter  treated  with  the  moft  indecent 
I     fcurrility,  in  thofe  publications  which  he  confidered  as 
'     under  the  immediate  direftion  of  the  minifters.     He 
bore  all  with  wonderful  temper  >  made  no  complaints ; 
preflfed  forward  the  preparations  for  his  return  to  fea, 
I      without  noife  or  parade  5  and  fubmitted  to  all  the  un- 
merited reproach  thrown  upon  him,  without  being  pro- 
j      voked  to  a  juftification,  which,  by  the  narration  of  the 
/aft,  muft  have  criminated .  the  firft  lord  of  the  admi- 
ralty.    The  feafonable  arrival  of  the  two   firft  of  the 
Britifli  Weft  India  fleets,    and  of  the  Levant  trade, 
brought  in  a  fupply  of  feamen,  at  the  moft  critical  pe- 
riod in  which  they  could  have  been  wanted.     By  this 
mean  and  the  exertions  eveiy  where  ufed  by  the  admi- 
July  ralfy,  Keppel  was  enabled  to  put  again  to  fea,  on  the  9th 
*•  '    of  July,  with  24  ihips  of  the  line,  and  was  joined  on 
the  way  by  fix  more :  he  had  alfo  an  addition  of  one 
frigate  and  twp  fire  fhips.     Mean  while  the  French  king 
made  ufe  of  the  engagement  with  the  Belle  Poule  and 
the  taking  of  the  p;her  frigates,  as  the  oftenfible  ground 
for  iffuing  out  orders  for  a  reprifal  on  Britifli  fliips,  and 
the  ordinance  figned  the  28th  pf  March>  was  immedi- 
;^tely  pubJiflied.     Similar  meaflires  were  pgrfyed  in  Great 
Britain,  when  the  account  of  theft  tranfaftions  was  re- 
j  ceivedr    Thus  nothing  of  w^r  wa§  wanting  between  the 
;  Jfwp  najtbns  excepting  the  formality  o(  the  declaration* 

Tjie  force  and  deftination  gf  admjral  Byron  being  at 

Jpngth  made  certajn  fo  the  French  miniflry,  orders  were 

fenp  to  the  Breft  fleet  to  proceed  tp  fea.     They  inftantly 

ivtighe^  anphor^  and  failed  the  d^y  preceding  the  de- 

'      pvfurc^of  the  Britifli  fleet  from  Portfmouth,     Xhey 

pmpymed 
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Amounted  to  32  fliips  of  the  line  and  a  clpud  of  frigates,  *77^» 
and  were  divided  into  three  fquadrons,  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  the  count  D*Orvilliers,  who  was  aC- 
fifted  in  his  own  particular  divifion,  by  admiral  the  count 
de  Guichen.  The  fecond  was  commanded  by  the  count 
DuchafFault,  aflifted  by  Monfieur  de  Rochechovart  ^  and 
the  third  by  the  duke  of  Chartres,  a  prince  of  the  blood, 
feconded  by  admiral  the  count  de  Grafle.  The  duke 
\yas  fcnt  on  board  by  the  court  to  animate  the  fleet, 
and  to  intimate  the  greatriefs  of  the  objefts  pfopofed, 
and  how  much  reliance  was  placed  on  the  courage  and 
exertions  of  the  officers  and  feamen.  The  Britilh  fleet 
was  alfo  thrown  into  three  divifions,  the  Van  being  com- 
manded by  Sir  Robert  Harland,  and  the  rear  by  Sir 
Hugh  Palliler.  The  commander  in  chief,  with  the 
centre  divifion,  was  aflifted  by  the  voluntary  fervices  of 
admiral  Campbell,  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  who 
from  ancient  friendfhip  and  a  long  participation  of  danger 
and  fervice,  condefcended  to  aft  as  firft  captaih  in  Kep- 
pel's  own  ftiip  the  Viftory.  The  two  fleets  qame  in 
light  of  each  other  on  the  23d  in  the  afternoon.  From  jj. 
the  movements  of  the  French  admiral,  it  was  inferred 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  incrcafe  of  Keppel's 
fl:rength :  but  confidered  his  fleet  as  being  in  number 
the  fame  as  when  on  its  ftauon  before  Brcft.  He  appeared 
difpofed  to  bring  on  an  immediate  aftion:  but  when  the 
fleets  approached  fo  hear,  as  to  difcover  each  other's 
force,  he  apparently  relinquiflied  that  determination, 
and  continued  afterward  to  evade,  with  great  caution 
and  knowledge  in  his  jprofeflion,  all  thofe  endeavours 
which  were  ufed  on  the  other  fide  to  bring  on  an  en- 
gagement.    Through  a  frefli  gale,  and  a  change  of  wind 

•  * 
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177*-  ift  tht  flight,  the  French  gained  the  weather  g^  bf 
which  th^y  had  the  advantage,  either  of  bringing  it  oi 
or  of  totally  avoiding  it.  But  two  of  their  line  of  batdt 
Ihips  fell  confiderably  to  the  leeward,  and  were  lb  cfffec- 
tually  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet,  that  they  init 
never  able  to  rejoin  it  during  the  remainder  df  the  cruifc 
This  put  the  hoftile  fleets  on  an  equality  in'  poiiit  of 
number,  with  refpcft  to  line  of  battle  {hips.  The  ftri- 
tifh  fleet  continued  conftandy  to  beat  up  againft  dift 
wind  in  purfuit  of  tl  e  French,  who  declined  coming  to 
a  general  engagement,  as  they  daily  expedled  a  ftroiig 
reinforcement^  jand  hoped  to  intercept  the  cdmmcrcuS 
fleets,  that,  while  making  for  the  Britifli  ports,  wotild 
have  to  pafs  through'  the  track  in  which  their  nuixierbu$ 
frigates  were  ftationed.  Admiral  Keppel  penefrated 
thfeip  motives,  and  labored  to  bring  them  to  a(9:ion; 
and  as  the  preferving  of  a  regular  line  of  battle  with  any 
hope  of  it  was  evidendy  imprafticable,  the  fignal  fof 
July  chacing  to  windward  was  kept  conftandy  flying.     Some 

^-^^  fudden  fhifts  of  wind,  together  with  an  unexpe6led  an4 
unintentional  effeft  produced  by  an  evolution  on.  the 
French  fide,  being  all  improved  by  the  moft  mafterly 
efforts  on  the  pthcr,  brought  the  two  fleets  fo  clofe  that 
they  could  not  part  without  an  aftion.  But  the  Ffsnch 
endeavoured  to  evade  its  confequences  as  much  as  pof- 
fible ;  .and  by  fuddenly  putting  about  on  the  contrary 
tack,  altered  the  courfe  of  the  fhips  in  each  fleet,  fo 
that  they  could  engage  only  as  they  paffed,  inftead  of 
lying  fide  to  fide,  and  thereby  malcln^  an  effedlual  im- 
prcflion. 

The  French  beg^n,  by  f^rjng  at  a  great  diftance  oq 
the  headmoft  of  Sir  Robert  Harland's  dlvifion  as  the 

ihip^ 
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§  Ihips  led  up,  but  nbt  a  (hot  was  returned  till  they  were  177** 

:2  near  the  enemy.     Th^  example  was  followed,  or  a  flmi- 

f  tei*  conduft  purfued  by  the  fleet  in  general^  as  fall  as  each 

a:  Aip  could  dofe  up  with  the  French  ^  and  iiotwithftarid- 

T  ing  their  haying  been  necelfarily  extended  by  the  chke, 

c  fhey  were  all  foon  in  batde.    As  the  fleets  pafled  eac!| 

z  .Other  Very  clofc  on  the  oppofite  tacks,  the  i:ann6hadc 

t    vras  heavy,   and  the  eflfeft  confiderable.     The  aftioiji 

Rafted  about  tjiree  hours.     As  the  French  in  their  ufu'at 

way,  direfted  their  fire  principally  againft  the  rigging, 

ftveral  of  the  Britilh  fliips  fuflfered  corifiderably  in  theil^ 

inafls,   yards  and, fails.     The  Britilh  fire,    Which  wji$ 

principally  levelled  at  the  hulls  pf  the  ene'my,  was  not 

deficient  in  its  efieft  of  another  kind,  the  defl:ru£lion  oF 

the  feamen.     The  aftiort  being  over  for  the  preftht,  a^^ 

miral  Keppel  hauled  down  the  fign,al  for  battle,  till  the 

Ihips  could  recover  their  jflations,  of  gtt  near  enough 

jto  fupport  each  other  on  the  renewal  of  the  aftiori*     To 

pall  them  together  for  thdt  purpofe,  he  jmmediatiely 

made  the  fignal  to  form  the  line  of  battle  a-h^ad,  which 

was  cdrifidered  as  commanding  the  tnoft  prompt  obe- 

diehce.     Admiral  Pallifer  was  at  thi$  moment  in  his 

V  ... 

proper  Itation;  but  quitted  it,  and  pafling  Keppel  t6 
iee^yard  on  the  contrary  tack,  while  the  latter  was  ad- 
vancing to  the  enemy,  never  came  into  the  line  during 
the  reft  of  the  day.  Pallifer  bgihg  totdly  out  of  thfe 
line,  other  {hip§  far  aftern,  and  five  difabled  in  thtit 
rigging,  at  a^  great  diftance  to  leeW^rd,  the  Britilh  ad- 
miral, about  three  o'clbck  in  the  afternqori,  copld  not 
jtoUeft  above  twelve  fhips  to  renew  t^e  engagement.. 
The  French  obierving  the  expofed  fituation  of  the  Bri- 
tilh fhips,  which  had  fallen  to  leeward  to  repair  their 

damages. 
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177^' damages,   edged  away  with   an  evident  intention  of 
cutting  them  off  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet.     Admiral 
Keppel  inftantly  difcerned  their  defign  and  the  danger  of 
the  Ihips,  and  fuddenly  wore  and  flood  athwart  the  van 
of  the  enemy,  in  a  diagonal  line,  for  their  protedtion. 
He  alfo  difpatched  orders  to  Sir  Robert  Harland  to  form 
his  divifion  at  a  diftance  aflern  of  the  Viftory,  to  cover 
the  rear  and  keep  the  enemy  in  check,  till  Pallifer  fliould, 
in  obedience  to  the  fignal,  come  with  his  divifion  into 
his  proper  flatioi;i.     The  proteftion  qf  the  difabled  ftiips 
being  accompliihed,  and  the  French  continuing  to  form 
their  line,  ranging  up  to  leeward  parallel  to  the  centre 
divifion,  it  became  the  admiral's  immediate  objedt  to 
.form  his  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  in'  order  to  bear  down 
upon  them  and  renew  the  battle.     Seeing  Pallifer  ftill  to 
windward,  he  fent  capt.  Windfor  of  the  Fox  frigate, 
with  exprefs  orders  to  him  to  bear  down  into  his  wake ; 
and  to  tell  him,  that  he  only  waited  for  him  and  his 
divifion  to  renew  the  attack.     This  order  not  producing 
the  defired  effeft,  the  admiral  threw  out  the  fignal  for 
all  fliips  to  come  into  their  ftations  %  and  again  at  feven 
o'clock,  being  wearied  out  with  fruitlefs  expeftation,  he 
made  the  fignal  for  each,  particular  fliip  of  Pallifer*s  di- 
vifion to  come  into  her  ftation  in  the  line ;  but  before 
they  had  complied  with  this  fignal,  night  put  an  end  to 
all  further  operations.     From  a  motive  of  delicacy,  no 
fignal  was  particularly  thrown  out  to  the  Formida,ble, 
Sir  Hugh  Pallifer's  own  ftiip. 

The  French  could  have  renewed  the  a6tion  during 
every  hour  of  the  afternoon,  with  apparent  advantages, 
which  from  the  fituation  of  affairs  could  not  poffibly 
have  efcaped  their  obfervation.    Their  condudt  the  fol- 

2  '  lowing 
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lowing  night  indicated  their  indifpofition  to  a  renewal  of  «77*» 

k.     Three  of  their  bed  failing  vefTels  were  ftationed  at 

proper  diftances  with  lights  to  divert  the  attention  of  the 

Britifli  fleet,  and  to  induce  a  belief  that  their  whole  line 

ftiU  kept  its  pofition.     During  this  deception  the  reft  of 

the  fleet  withdrew  in  the  moft  filent  manner,  without  lights 

or  other  fignals  than  the  throwing  up  of  fome  rockets  \ 

and  made  the  beft  of  their  way  to  Breft,  where  they 

arrived  the  next  evening.     By  day  light  the  French  fleet 

had  got  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  the  Britifli  admiral  con- 

eluded,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  profpeft  of  coming  up 

with  them,  and  that  neither  a  general  nor  partial  pur- 

fuit  could  anfwer  any  beneficial  purpofe.     He  therefore 

left  only  a  proper  force  to  proteft  the  homeward  bound 

trade,  and  then  made  the  beft  of  hi3  way  to  Plymouth, 

as  being  the  neareft  port,  in  order  to  put  the  fleet  into 

a  proper  condition  to  return  in  queft  of  the  enemy. 

It  was  obferved'oh  the  day  of  aftion  with  equal  fur- 
prife  and  regret,  and  by  fome  of  the  braveft  and  moft 
experienced  Britifli  ofiicers,  that  die  French  worked  and 
manoeuvred  their  fliips,  with  a  degree  of  feamen-like 
addrefs  and  dexterity,  which  they  never  before  perceived. 
The  event  of  the  day,  and  the  confequent  efcape  of  the 
French  fleet  were  to  admiral  Keppel  intolerably  grievous'. 
By  his  confummate  flcill,  and  the  moft  inceflant  in- 
duftry,  he  had  gained  after  four  days  purfuit  of  the 
enemy,  one  of  the  faireft  opportunities  of  doing  the 
moft  fignal  fervice  to  his  country,  in  the  moft  critical 
exigency,  and  of  raifing  his  own  name  to  the  lummit 
of  naval  renown.  He  hoped  to  have  made  the  27th  of 
July,  «  a  proud  day  to  Great  Britain.**  All  thef? 
mighty  advantages  and  gtorious  rewards  were  unaci 

countabl/ 
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i73?t  Gountably  ravilhed  from  him,  when  tfiey  appcarecj  within 
'  *  bis  gralp.  In  Plymouth,  tjic  failure  (rf"  a  complete 
yiftory  was  attributed  to  Sir  Hugh  PaUifer  j  whofe  noii- 
compliance  with  the  admiral's  fignals  has  been  afcribecj 
by  many  to  the  difabled  condition  of  fome  of  the  fhipa 
in  his  divifion. . 

.  The  admiral,  with  wonderful  temper,  and  no  lels 
prudence,  accominodated  his  condudt  to  the  necelTity 
of  his  fituation,  and  made  the  public  fccurity  and  inte- 
refts  the  only  objeiis  of  his  direction.  He  advanced  no 
charge  againft  Pallifer.  Hi^  public  ktter  was  fhojtjf 
general,  and  barren  of  information.-  |t  ftated  faiSts  fa 
far  as  it  went,  threw  no  blame  upon  any  body,  and 
commended  the  bravery  of  the  officers  in  general,-  and 
of  Sir  Robert  Harland  and  Sir  Hugh  P^ifer  in  parti- 
cular. But  this  approbation  is  to  be  applied  only. to  the 
particular  cifcumftances  and  immediate  time  of  the  ac- 
tion :  the  fubfequent  tranfadions  of  the  aft^rnoon>  were 
in  general  thrown  into  the  fhadej  and  the  Caufes  that 
prevented  a  renewal  of  the  engagement  left  in  fueh  pb- 
fcurity,  as  has  drawn  no  fmall  Ihare  o(  cenfure  uppa 
Keppel  himfelf*  -    .   - 

The  French  fleet  teturned  tO  Sreft  confiderably  da* 
inagcd  in  their  hulls  j  but  glorying  in  an  aftion^  wh6rein 
they  had  engaged  an  equal  cumber  of  Britifh  Qiip^i 
without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  veffel,  as  ^though  they  ha(i 
gained  a  vidory.  It  will  be  fome  time  before  they  are 
fully  repaired,  through  a  fcarcity  of  the  neceffery  means; 
.  -  The  An^ericajns  hav(s  many  friends  in  Holland,  whpf 
Viftfee  ready- tpaffift  them  when  an  opportunity  pifers  j 
jbiut  not  a  k.  mode  de  Paris.  *  They  have  not  fjie  famp' 
.     iltdwements  with  the  French  V6  venture  oft  ft  war  wdth 

^     ■     •    iritainV 
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Britain,  in  favor  of  the  independence  of  your  United  *77<* 
States.    Dutch  policy  will  keep  tbena  from  it^  that  they 
m^y  enjoy  the  fweets  of  a  neutrality  while  others  are    , 
fighting.    They  niay  fupply  you  with  a  Ipan  >  but  they 
will  not  draw  the  fword  in  your  behalf.     Nothing  will 
bring  them  to  thi$,  unlefs  Britain  fhould  add  to  their 
long  catalogue  of  politic^  errors^  that  of  con)pelling    ! 
them  to  it.  ^ 


L   £   T   T   E   R      V, 

Roxhurfy  Nov.  12,  177 8^ 

Lieutenant  colonel  Ethan  Allen  was  at  length  ex?^ 
changed;  and  congrefs  granted  him  a  brevet  com- May 
miffion  of  colonel,  in  reward  of  his  fortitude  and  zeal  ia  '^* 
the  caufe  of  his  country. 

General  Sullivan  being  fent  to  command  at  Provi- 
dence, gen.  Pigot  who  was  at  Newport,  inferred  that 
there  was  a  defign  of  attacking  Rhode  Ifland  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered :  the  latter  therefore  concluded 
upon  an  expedition  that  might  delay  or  fruftrate.  the 
event.  Lieut,  coL  Campbell,  with  about  fcx)  Britilh 
and  Heflians,  was  fent  off  in  the  night  of  the  a^ttlii  pailed 
up  the  river^  and  landed  from  the  Ihips,  tepders^  apdr 
boats,  before  day,  between  Warren  and  Poppafc^uafh- . 
point    At  day  light  they  inarched  ia  twali^e^  ojoe^  i;« 

i  •  for"" 
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J77^»  for  Warren,  and  the  other  for  the  head  of  Kickcmuct 
riv^,  where  they  deftroyed  about  feventy  flat-bottomed 
boats,  and  fet  fire  to  one  of  the  flate  gallies,  which  was 
extinguiflied  without  doing  much  injury.  They  burnt 
alfo  a  quantity  of  pitch,  tar,  plank,  &c.  They  then 
fired,  the  meeting-houfe  at  Warren,  and  feven  dwelling- 
houfes ;  and  retreated  toward  Briftol,  where  their  fhips 
and  boats  had  fallen  down  to  receive  them.  In  Briftd 
they  burnt  two  and  twenty  houfes,  and  through  miftake 
the  church  inftead  of  the  meeting  houfe.  The  deftruc- 
tion  of  houfes  and  places  of  worfhip  was  afterward  attri- 
buted chiefly  to  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiers,  who 
treated  both  friends  and  foes  with  cruelty,  plundering 
houfes  and  robbing  women  of  their  flioe-buckles,  gold 
rings,  and  handkerchiefs.  They  carried  ofi^  with  them 
a  fl:ate  galley.  A  few  days  after,  a  party  of  1 50  men 
were  fent  fi-om  Newport  to  burn  the  faw-mills  and  con- 
tiguous houfes  at  Tiverton.  They  fired  an  old  mill  and 
old  houfe  nigh  the  place  of  landing ;  and  then  pro- 
ceeded for  the  town  to  execute  the  bufinefs  they  were 
fent  upon:  but  the  bridge  leading  to  it  being  defended 
by  five  and  twenty ,  men,  they  could  not  crofs  though 
they  attempted  it  repeatedly.  The  advancing  feafon 
will  clofe  thefe  fmall  excurfions  by  bringing  forward  more 
capital  operations :  and  for  the  counter-afting  of  which, 
the  Americans  muft  depend  much  upon  fiipplies  from 

May  Prance.     This  reminds  me,  that  on  the  28th,  a  French 

*  50  gun  Ihip  with  350  men,  a  brig  and  a  fchdoner, 
bringing  arms  and  dry  goods,  arrived  in  James  river 
Virginia,  from  Rochfbrt.  Congrefs  the  next  day,  to 
comnjemorate  the  agreeable  ^vent  which  hais  taken  place 

•  -^  bfitvtrcen"  Frairec  and  the  United  States,-  refolved  that  a* 

^  '  '^  new 
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new  continental  frigate,  built  in  the  Maflachuletts,  and  tf|lii» 
lately  launched,  fhould  be  callcdi  the  A^iance.    Withia 
three  weeks  after,  the  command  of  her  was  bcftow?4 
upon  capt.  Peter  Landais. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  Trident  arrived  in  the  \ 

Delaware  with  the  earl  of  Carlifle,  Mr.  Eden  and  gov. 
Johnftone,  three  of  the  commiffioners  for  reftoring  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  America.  On  the  9th  Sir  June 
Henry  Clinton  informed  gen.  Walhington  of  their  being  ?* 
at  Philadelphia,  and  reqxiefted  a  paflport  for  do6tor  Fcr-. 
.gufbn,  their  fecretary,  with  a  letter  from  them  to  con- 
grefs.  The  general  declined  granting  a  paflport,  which 
was  unanimoufly  approved  by  congrels.  The  refufal 
made  it  neceflary  to  forward  the  letter,  with  the  afts,  a 
copy  of  their  commiffion  and  other  papers  by  the  com*. 
mo;i  intercourfe.  They  were  received  by  an  exprefs 
from  Walhington  on  the  i3th»  and  the  letter  was  read 
till  fome  offenfive  language  againft  his  moft  chriftiaa 
majefly  offered,  on  which  the  further  reading  of  it  waf 
liifpended  till  the  i6th;  when  the  reading  of  that  and 
the  other  papers  was  finiflied. .,  They  were  referred  to  a 
committee,  who  drew  up  a  letter  to-  be  fent  by  the  prc-^ 
fident  in  anfwer  to  the  letter  and  papers  from  the  conv 
miflioners,  which  was  unanimoufly  agreed  toi  by  the  de- 
legates on  the  17  th,  ^d  was  ^  follow$*— "  I  have  re- 
ceived the  letter  from  your  excellencies  of  the  ^%h  in* 
ftant,  with  the  enclofures,  4ind  laid  them  .fecfore  cont? 
grefs.  Nothing  but  an  earnefi  delire  to  ipare  the  fur-i 
ther  effufion  of  human  blood  could  have  induced  them 
to  read  a  paper  containing  expreffions  fo  difrelpedbful  to 
his  moft  Chriftian  majefty,  the  good  and  greaf  ally  of 
thefe  ftates,  or  to  confidcr  propofitions  fo  derogatory  to 

Vol.  III.  K  the 
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^fi^  the  honor  of  an  independent  nation.-^The  a6ls  of  the 
Britifti  parliamenr,  the  comnniflion  from  your  fovereign, 
and  your  letter,  fuppofe  the  people  of  thefe  ftatcs  to  be 
fubjefts  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  are  founded 
on  the  idea  of  dependence,  which  is  utterly  inadmiflible. 
•^I  am  further  direfted  td  inform  your  excelkncies, 
diat  congrefs  are  inclined  to  peace,  notwithft^nding  the 
unjuft  claims  from  which  this  war  originated,  and  the 
favage  manner  in  which  it  hath  been  condufted.  They 
tvill  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration 
^f  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconliftent 
^ith  treaties  already  fubfifting,  when  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  Ihall  demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  that 
purpofe.  The  only  folid  proof  of  this  difpofition  will  be 
an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  theft 
-ftates,  ot-  tht  withdrawing  his  fleets  and  armies.^ 
have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellencies  moft  obedient 
and  humble  fervant."  Before  this  letter  could  be  re- 
ceived by  the  commifTioners,  a  movement  took  pkce  at 
Philadelphia,  which  muft  have  completely  fruftrated  afl 
negotiation,  had  the  fame  been  even  in  a  train  anlWer- 
.  ing  ■  to  the  wiflhes  of  the  Britifh  agents ;  for  it  indicated 
an  apprehenfion  of  great  danger  to  the  royal  forces 
Ihould'  they  continue  in  the  city. 
'  Mr.  Eden  brought  with  him  fecret  orders  for  the 
Ipeedy  evacuation  of  Philadeldhia :  they  were  fo  iefcret 
as  not  to  be  made  known  either  to  himfelf  6r  gov.  John- 
.ftone.  Wheriier  the  earl  t>f  Garlifle  met  with  the  like 
treatment  is  not  yet  afccrteined.  It  has  been  publicly 
^aflerted,  that  the  orders  were  dated  exa6Hy  three  weeks 
before  the  commiffioners  failed  from  Engknd,  which 
carries  the  date  back  to  the  laft  of  March,     Oft  their 

deli- 
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deliveiy.  Sir  Henry  CliMon  Unmcdiatdy  applied  him-.^  »77,^» 
felt  to^  thfe  putting  of  th«n.ir>ta-^ecutiGfi.  'By  the  1 8th  J^^ 
every  thing  being  ready^  die  Britiih  vpiy  evacuatecj  th*      *■ 
city,  at  three  o'clock  ia  Ae  nioroiiig.     They  proceeded 
to  Gk)udeftcr,Point,thnee.nutes  down  the  river,  and 
before  tea  fhc  whole  had  paflcd  in  i^f^ty  acrofs  the  De- 
laware into  New  Jerfey.    At;  .tea  they  b^ga«  .lie^  marc|i 
to  HaddwfteW,   which  they  reached  th^  fana<  d^j^. 
Yoiir  curiofljy  may  make  you  defirpu3 .  <?f  knowing  igL 
what  condition  the  Britilh  teft  Philadelphia*  An  American 
3bn  of  tiberty,  who  y ifitad  it  the  beginning  of  Jujy,  wrote 
to  his  fnend*-^"  The  yf^iok  north  fide  of  the  city,  kp- 
&rc  yoo  enter,  is  a  proniifcuous  kms  of  ruin.     Upon 
getting  into  the  city,  I  wa$  furpr ifed  Co  find  it  had  iut- 
&red  ib  iittlc.    I  queftioa  whethej:  k  would  have  ftne4 
i>cttcr,  bad  tnir  own  troops:  been  in  pofleflion  pf  it^  that 
is,  as  to  .t)jc  buiidings.'*    The  neceflaiy  preparations 
ibr  its  cvacuart:ion  could  not  be  canceafcd  in)iji  gc». 
Walhingtan ;  amd  when  the  appearance  of  their  intend- 
ang  to  march  riwni^  Jcrfey  became  feriofu$,  fee  detail- 
ed gen.rMaxwdil's  brigade,  in  conjunftion  with  J^i^.mi- 
litia  of  ^  that  Aate,  to  ^impede,  the  progrefs  of  the  rpyal 
troops,  i)  ^  to  .give  the  American  ara?ytime  to  <:ome 
up  with  tbem,  and  take  advantage  of  any' fevorable  cir- 
cumftanccs  that  might  offer.     Some  timie  before,  gen. 
JL.ec  having  been  exchanged,  had  joinpd  the  army  at 
Valley  FtH^gc.    The  evening  preceding  the  evacuation, 
tbc  prifflriplcs  of  the  operations  proper  to  be  adopted  wckc 
taken  up  and  foHy  difoufied  by  his  excellency^  and  the  ge- 
neral officers,  when  it  appeared  to  be  the  common  fea- 
timent,  "liiat  it  woiuld'  be  h%hly  criminal  to  hazard  a 
general  afiion  with  tbc  enemy  at  prefent,  ai$  by  it  th©y 

K  2  might 
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1778.  might  loft  every  advantage  which  a  three  years  war, 

combined  with  many  fortunate  circumftances,  had  given 

to  America.     The  next  day  his  excellency  after  obferv- 

ing,  "  near  1 1  ,oco  men  would  be  able  to  march  off  the 

ground  in  a  condition  for  fervice,"  propofed  in  writing 

"a  fet  of  queries  to  the  feveral  general  officC'r^  in  order  to 

4earn  the  particular  opinion  of  each,  as  to  "  what  is  to 

be  done  ?"  which  was  to  be  returned  on  paper,     'f  he 

anfwers  were- in  common  the  fame  with  the  prevailing 

fentiment  of  the  council  on  the  preceding  day.     Gen. 

Mifflin  was  not  of  the  number  confulted.     He  would 

"have  gloried  in  being  prefent  to  have  taken  an  aftivc 

part  upon  this  occafion ;  but  by  fome  fecret  manceuvres 

was  thro^-n  at  a  diftance.     He  defired  and  obtained  leave 

iof  cohgrefs,  on  the  14th  of  May,  to  join  the  army,  and 

repaired  to  Valley  Forge.     Some  of  the  general  officers 

were  difgufted  at  the  thought  of  his  returning  to  his  comf 

mand,  now  the  campaign  was.  opening,  to  Iharc  in  the 

honors  it  might  yield,  when  he  had  not  fhared  with  therti 

in  the  peculiar  diftrefles  of  their  winter  quarters.     When 

their  fentiments  came  tor  be  known  to  certain  members 

of  congrefs,  meafures  were  taken  tP  produce  and  perfeft 

•the  foUowng  motion  on  June -the  nth,  "That  gen. 

Wafhington  be  direfted  to  order  an  inquiry  to  be  made 

into  the  conduft  of  major  gen.  Mifflin,  late  quarter- 

mafter  general,  and  the  other  officers  who  afted  under 

him  in  that  department ;  and  if  it  Ihall  appear  'that  the 

extraordinary  deficiencies  thereof,   and  the  confequcnt 

diftreffes  of  the  army,  were  chargeable  to  the  mifconduft 

of  the  quarter-mafter  general,  or  any  of  the  faid  officers, 

that  a  court  martial  be  held  on  the  delinquents/'  When 

this  inquiry  was  ordered  to  be  made^  he  was  with  the 

army. 
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army,  and  in  a  fair  way  of  obtaining  a  jiift  proportion  ^77^ 
of  his  countrymen's  confidence.     He  clearly  faw  the 
meaning  of  the  flxoke:  but  the  order  made  ifneceflary. 
for  him  to  obtain  leave  of  abfence  for  fome  weeks,  ta 
coUedt  materials  for  his  juftification. 

When  intelligence  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  havihg  eva-^ 
cuated  Philadelphia  and  marched  to  Haddbhfield,  reach-  . 
ed  the  American  head  quarters;  the  next  meafure  to  be 
taken  by  gen.  W^afhington  was  appaftnt.  Gen.  Greene^ 
by  his  conduft  and  indulVry,  as  quarter-mafter  general,*  I 
had  eiFeded  fuch  a  happy  change  in  the  line  of  his  de- 
partment, as  enabled  his  excellency  with  great  facility  i 
to  move  with  the  whole  army  and  baggage  from  Valley 
Forge  in  purlliit  of  the  enemy.  The  troops  proceededi 
to,  and  croffed  the  Delaware  at  Corriel's  ferry  j  when  a 
iiele£b  corps  of  600  men  were  immediately  detached  un- 
der col.  Morgan  to  reinforce  gen.  Maxwell.  The  flow 
advance  of  Sir  Henry  led  his  excellency  to  lulpeA,  that 
he  had  a  deflgn  of  bringing  on  a  general  aftion,  could 
he  draw  the  Americans  into  the  lower  country.  This 
confideration,  and  a  defire  of  refrefhing  the  troops  after 
the  fatigues  they  had  endured  from  rainy  and  exceflive 
hot  weather,  determined  the  American  general  to  hak 
about  five  miles  from  Princeton.  While  there  he  ftated  !"«« 
to  the  general  officers  the  following  fa6ts— "  The  ene-  ^^ 
my*s  force  is  between  9  and  10,000  rank  and  file — the 
American  army  on  the  ground  is  10,684  rank  and  file^ 
befide  the  advanced  brigade  under  gen.  Maxwell  of 
about  1200,  and  about  1200  militia' -—on-which. he  pro^ 
pofed  the  -queftion,  *^  Will  it  be  advifabte  to  hazard  a 
general  adion  ?"  The  arifwcr  wasr-.^^  Not  adviftble;^  but 
a  detachment  of  1590  to  be  immediately  fent  to'aft  as 
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r7jS.occ^n  may  fervc,  on  the  enemy's  left  flank  and  rear, 
in  conjunftion  with  the  other  continental  troops  and  mi-) 
litia  already  hanging  about  them,  and  the  main  body 
tt>  preferve  a  relative  pofition,  to  ad  as  circumftanccs 
may  require — Lee,  Stirling,  Greene,  Fayette,  Steuben> 
Poor,  Paterfon,  Woodford,  Scott,  Portail,  Knox."'  The 
detachment  was  ihimediately  made  under  gen.  Scott. 
The  fame  day  Sir  Henry,  concluding  that  gen.  Wafhing- 
ton,  who  had  alway  hitherto  avoided  a  general  a6tion. 
Would  not  now  give  into  it  againft  eVery  diftatc  of  po- 
licy, iand  that  the  American  views  were  direftcd  againft 
his  baggage^  in  which  pzrt  he  was  indeed  vidnerable, 
determined  to  take  the  right  hand  road  leading  to  Sandy 
Hook,  inftead  of  making  for  the  Rariton,  where  he  iuf- 
pefted  gen.  Gates  with  the  northern  army  mi^t  join 
that  under  gen.  Wafhingtpn.     Gates  arrived  ;at  Fiihkill 
about  the  middk  of  May  to  take  the  command  in  that 
quarter.     The  troops  under  him  were  fo .  few,  that  he 
could  not  anlwtr  for  th^  defence  of  die  pafs'  throu^  the 
highlands  with  which  he  was  intrufted^  and  was  per-r 
fuaded,  that  if  the  eneitiy  made  ^  fudden  and  determined 
pufti  to  carry  it,  the  militia  would  not  come  in  time  to 
fave  it.     On  the  17  th  of  June  draughts  arrived,  and 
militia  Were  houf ly  expected  j  after  mentionir^  this  in 
a  letter  to  congrefs,  he  exclaims—*^  Thank  hoiven  for 
thie  precious  time  the  enemy  have  fo  fooMihly  loft !"  He 
had  ho  idea  of  marching  for  the  Rariton :  but  his  ca- 
Valry,  and  a  confiderable  body  of  infantry,  wiais  at  this 
period  fo  pofted,  as  to  ^ve  dae  .alarm  of  an  attack  upon 
Nfew  York :  and  'he  pi'C^ofed  tfioving  the  main  body  of 
his  dftnf  CO  White  Plains,.uid:  caking'  a  i^ong.  .camp 
kn  t)»t  <ftdtghbdT3rl»tod,  to  kktf^  vsp.  the  altrmi  which 

■      -*  was 
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was  highly  approved  of  by  gen.  Wafliington,  and  pra-.i778. 
cured  his  thanks.  On  th^  Q.sth  his  excellency  naoved /^"^ 
his  army  to  Kingfton.  Upon  receiving  intelligence  that. 
Sir  Henry  was  p«*ofecuting  his  route  toward  Monnriouth, 
court^houfe,  he  difpatched  looo  feleft  men  under  bri-» 
gadier  gen. -Wayne,-  anil  fent  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
to  takethexommand  of  the  whole  advanced  corps,  with 
orders  to  feize  the  firft  fair  opportunity  of  attacking  th? 
enemy's  rear.  Gen.  Lee  declined  the  command,  as  h« 
was  againft  attacjking,  on  which  it  was  offered  to  thf 
marquis,  who  accepted  it  with  pleafure.  In  the  even-r 
ing  of  the  fame  day,  the  whole  army  marched  from 
JCingfton,  intending  to  preferve  ^  proper  diftance  fof 
fupporting  the  advanced  corps,  and.  arrived  at  Cranberry 
early  the  next  rnorning.  The  intenfe  heat  pf  the  wear  26# 
iJber,  and  a  heavy  ftofm  coming  on,  made  it  impofTiblp 
to  refyme  the  march  that  day  without  great  injury  to  the 
troops.  The  advanced  corps  being  in  confequence  hereof 
too  remote  from  the  main  body,  and  too  far  upon  the 
right  to  be  fupported,  the  marquis  had  prders  k^t  him 
tQ  file  oflf  by  his  left  toward  Englilh-tpwn,  which  he  ex- 
ecuted early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th.  Sir  Henry 
being  fenfible  of  the  approach  of  the  American  army, 
changed  the  difppfition  of  his  troops,  and  placed  in  the 
rear  what  were  deemed  the  beft,  confifting  of  all  the 
grenadiers,  light  infantry,  and  chaffeurs  of  the  line ;  at 
jthe  fame  time  gen.  Knypbaufen  was  requeftcd  to  take 
-the  baggage  of  i^e  whple  army  under  the  charge  of  his; 
divifion,  which  made  the  firft  q^upcin.  Under  the  Jiead 
of  baggage  was  comprifed,  nof  -only  al}  the  y^heel  carri- 
aiges  of  evqry  d^partipent,  b>it  alfo  the  bat-horfeswa  ' 
train  whicbi^  Wirivfjcwwaty- adflai.^c^' ^VS  Pf  .<>W  .fw^e 
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»77^  fer  carriages,  extended  near  twelve  miles.  The  altera- 
tion made  by  Sir  Henry  laid  gen,  Walhington  under 
the  neceflity  of  increafin^  the  number  of  the  advanced' 
corps.     His  excellency  embraced  this  opportunity  of 

1    gratifying  gen.  Lee,  with  the  confent  of  the  marquis. 

j    Lee  obferving  that  his  having  declined  the  command  of 

'     the  advanced  corps  had  leflcned  him  in  the  opinion  of 
officers   and    foldiers,   wilhed   to  be  appointed  afreJh. 

;  Wafhington  would  not  confent  to  remove  the  marquis  i 
but  a  reinforcement  being  wanted,  he  detached  Lee 
with  two  brigades,  to  join  the  marquis  at  Englifh^town, 
and  of  c0urfe  to  take  upon  him  the  command  of  the  • 
whdc.  The  main  body  marched  the  fame  day,  and 
encamped  within  three  miles  of  that  place.  Morgan't 
corps  was  left  hovering  on  Sir  Henry's  right  flank,  and 
the  Jcrfey  militia,  amounting  to  about  700,  under  gen; 
Didcinfon,  on  his  left.  The  royal  army  was  ftrongly 
encamped  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Monmouth  court- 
houfe,  Where  they  halted  till  the  morning  of  the  28th, 
Whew  once  arrived  at  the  heights  of  Middle-town,  about 
twelve  miles  in  advance,  there  would  have  been  no  pof. 
fibility  of  attempting  any  thing  againft  them  with  a 
profpeft  of  fuccefs,  the  American  general  therefore  de- 
termined to  attack  their  rear  the  moment  they  moved 
from  their  prefent  ground,  and  communicated  his  inten* 
tion  to  Lee,  who  was  ordered  to  make  the  neceflary  diC- 
pofition,  and  to  keep  his  troops  in  readincfs  for  the 
fhorteft  notice;  The  like  was  done  with  rcfpcft  to  the 
troops  under  his  own  immediate  command.  . 
,  General  Knyphaufen  moved  at  day  break :  Sir  Henry 

28.     that  he  might  not  prefs  upon  bim>  did  not-»  follow  till 
near  eight  o'clock^  with  the  other  dlvifion, « conipo^d.of 

the 
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Ae  3d,  4th,  and  5th  brigades  of  Britifb,  two  battalions  177^ 
of  Britifh  grenadiers,  the  HelTian  grmadiers,  a  battalion, 
of  Ught  infantry,  the  guards,  and  the  i6th  regiment  o£ 
fight  dragoons,  a  body  of  troops  not  eafily  to  be  equalled* 
About  one  o'clock  in  the  nmorning,  gen.  J^ee  received 
a  letter  from  gen.  Walhington,  and  in  purfuance  of  the 
direftions  it  contained,  wrote  to  gen.  Dickinfon  to  fele£k 
fome  hundreds  of  his  beft  men,  and  detach  them  as  nigh 
to  the  Britifti  rear  as  he  could.  Thefe  troops  were  to 
a6t  as  a  corps  of  obfervation,  and  to  forward  the  earlicft 
intelligence  refpeding  the  enemy.  He  alfo  ordered  col# 
Morgan  to  advance  with  the  men  under  his  command 
lb  near  as  to  attack  them  on  their  firft  movement :  but 
it  was  left  to  him  how  to  aft,  only  he  was  to  take  care 
and  not  expofe  his  troops,  in  that  manner  as  to  dis- 
able him  from  afting  in  conjunftion  with  Lee  ftiould 
there  be  a  neceffity  for  it.  Orders  were  likewife  fent  to 
Grayfon,  as  the  commanding  officer  of  the  two  brigades 
(of  Scott  and  Varnum,)  confifting  of  about  6oo.men,  to 
get  them  inftantly  in  readinefs  to  march.  By.  day  light 
they  entered  Englifti-town  j  but  it  was  not  till  -betjvecn 
five  and  fix  that  they  marched  from  thence  toward  Mon* ' 
mouth  court- houfe,  having  been  detained  for  want  of 
guides.  Nearly  at  the  fame  tirnc,  Lee  gave  orders  to 
the  feveral  detachments  and  Maxwell's  brigade,  to  pre* 
pare  for  marching  immediately,  leaving  their  packs  bc^ 
hind  under  proper  guard :  they  followed  the  two  juft 
mentioned  brigades  about  feven  o'clock.  About  five 
Dickinfon  fent.an  exprefs  to  gen.' Walhington,  inform- 
ing that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had  tegan  tbeir.marcb. 
His  excellency  inftantly  put  the  aniiy  in  motion,  and 
fent  orders  m  Ji^ectpTHioyq  cwi  gqd.^Wack,  tbemj^Lxittl^s 

there 
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i77ji.  there  Ihould  be  very  powerful  reajons  to  the  contrary  ^  ? 
and  acquainted  him,  that  he  was  marching  to  fupport 
him,  and  for  doing  it  with  the  greater  expedition  and 
convenience,  Ihould  make  the  men  difencumber  them- 
fclves  of  their  packs  and  blankets.  The  exceptive  claufc 
in  the  orders  rendered  them  difcretionary :  they  mani- 
fefted  the  earneft  defire  of  the  commander  in  chief,  that 
v\  important  blow  might  be  ftruck  which  the  enemy 
Ihould  feel ;  bpt  Lee  could  not  confider  them  as  re- 
quiring him  to  rifk  a  general  engagement,  in  difcft  re-r 
pugnancy  to  the  fpirit  of  thofe  councils  of  war  that  ha4 
been  repeatedly  held  upon  the  fubjeft.  While  LjCc  wa$ 
IKivaficing  with  his  columnj  he  fent  forward  an  aid  Gj 
^d^r  Grayibii  to  pufh  on  as  fall  as  poffibl^  and  ttftcjf 
the  enemy.  Befpre  the  aid  overtook  him,  he  had  pa^4 
JFreebold  meeting-houfe  with  the  two  brigades,  Th^ 
^  delivered  Lee*§  orders  s  but  gave  it  as  his  opinion, 
j^t  Ornyfon  h^  better  not  move  on>  for  that :  he  ha$i 
b^en  informed,  that  the  main  body  of  die  enejaiy  was 
near  Monmouth  eourt-houfe*  and  was  thought  to  be 
marching  to  attack  them,  of  which  circurhftanee  Ke  fupr 
pofed  Lee  was  ignorant.  The  aid  on  his  return  feU  in 
?i?ith  Dickinfon,  who  gave  him  the  lame  information, 
and  charged  him  with  a  meflage  to  Lee.  Lee  conform^ 
JtA  to  it  on  its  delivery,  and  gave  orders  for  pc^ng  twp 
militia  r^ments  upon  a  hill  for  the  fecuring  of  a  paiv 
ticiikir  road,  and  then  puflied  forward  over  ^  morais  ;€)r 
ravine,  by  the  bridge  or  caufeway,  to  a  jieight  wher^e 
Dickinfon  was  with  a.  few  militia.  During  his  ft^y  op 
Jthis  hei^t,  intelligence  of  the  mod  contradictory  natufls 
was  continually  brought  him.  Some  aflerted»  .that  the 
•  *  Gcaesid  WafiiiBgcoi^  ktter  of  July  i»  177^9  ^ocongte^.. 

I  enemy 
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enemy  had  moved  oflf  with  precipitation,  and  that  1%  nj^ 
was  only  a  covering  party  which  remained  j  mhers  ay^-*    .  / 
red,  that  the  main  force  wa$  ftill  on  the  groundj.  ^4     .' 
filing  off  in  columns  to  the  Tight  and  kft^ — one  wh^ 
the  enerny's  troops  were  turning  the  flanks  of  th?  Aixic*    / 
ricans — at  another,  pufhing  in  front.    Thefe  ppppfiise 
reports  occafioned  Varnxim^s  brigadie  and  part  of  ScQft'Si 
and  col.  Durgce's  brigade  of  Lee's  column,  tQ  pafe  gu4 
repafe  the  bridge  over  the  morafs  fevcral  tjmes,  ^  it 
was  univerfally  agreed  tg  be  by  no  means,  w^rantaitdj 
to  rifle  an  aftion,  with,  a  ravine  i^  the  rear,  pveyr  which 
there  was  only  one  good.paflage.    While  thefe  march-* 
ings  and  counter-marching?  took  plaf  e,  the  marquis  do 
la  Fayette  arriyed  at  the  head  of  the  main  body  ci*  Lee's 
trooJ>s  5  when  the  general,  having  reconnoitred  a  wopd^ 
into  which  it  had  been  repprted  a  battalion  or  two  jqj[ 
the .  enemy  had  thrown  themielves,  and  being  fatisfi^4 
that  it  was  groundlefs,  determined  to  march  on,  and  al^  ,  . 
certain  with  his  own  eyes>  the  npmber,  order  and  dif* 
pofttion  of  the  enemy,  and  thw  to  conduct  hijufel^^acj, 
CQrdingly,     His  whole  comman4  ^ounted^  to  abojjj 
4000  men,  exclulive  of  Morgan's  corps  and  the  Jerfey  ^ 
tnilitia  j  and  confiftcd  c^  gen.  Scptt'a  detachment^  ^n» 
Wayne's,  gen.  MaJcwclFs  brigad^^  gen.  Varnum's,  gen, 
Scott'sj  «tod  cd.  Jackion's  regi^iientt    When  they  had. 
nearly  pafTed  tlu*ough  the  wopd*,  .with  which  die  couor  ^ 
try  abounds,  and  were  arrived  ^  a  point  facpig.th^ 
Court-houie,  9nd  on  the  edge  of  a  pl^in  aboitf:  thr^ 
miles  in  length  and  ont;  in  bt:eadth,  they  werp  formedj 
but  within  the  fkirt  <jf  thei  wopd,  «hat  Uv?  enemy  xoi^ 
oot:  di&over  them.    H^^  they  xeimkifd  W!hile.g6ni^ 

right 
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i77^»  right  and  rode  forward  to  reconnoitre.     From  the  ob-' 
fcrvations  Lee  nnade,  and  the  intelligence  he  obtained,. 
he  concluded  that  the  forces  he  faw  were  no  other  than 
the  enemy's  covering  party,  and  entertained  hopes  of 
an  interval  between  them  and  the  main  body,  fuliicienc 
to  afford  him  the  opportunity  of  cutting  them  off.  That 
he  might  perfeft  this  bufinefs,  Wayne  was  appointed  to 
command  yck)  men,  to  whom  were  attached  two  pieces 
I  of  artillery.     Wayne  was  to  attack  the  covering  party 
I  in  the  rear,  funtly  fo  as  to  halt  them,  but  not  with  vigor 
1  left  that  fhould  occafion  their  retreating  with  celerity  ui 
the  main  body,  or  drawing  from  it  fo  powerful  a  rein- 
forcement as  to  defeat  the  principal  defign.     Mean  time 
Lee  was  to  endeavour,  by  a  fhort  road  leading  to  the 
left,  to  gain  the  front  of  the  party.     While  marching 
on  this  road,  one  of  gen.  Wafhington's  fuite  came*  tip 
to  procure  intelligence.    Lee  with  a  fixed  firm  tone  of 
voice  and  countenance  which  fu^efted  confidence  of 
fuccefs,  defired  him  to  inform  his  excellency,  that  the 
enemy  did  not  appear  well  to  underftand  the  roads ;  that 
the  route  he  was  on  cut  off  two  miles  j  that  the  rear  of 
the  enemy  was  comjJofed  of  1500  or  aooo ;  that- he  ex^ 
pe^ed  to  fall  in  with  them,  and  had  great  cert^nty  of 
cutting  them  ofF-j  and  that  gen.  Wayne  and  ieol.  Butler 
were  amiifing  them  with  a  few  loofe  (hot  while  h$  w^s 
performing  the  route.  Wayne's  command  was  advanced 
to  the  right  and  drawn  up.     The  enemy  s^peared  jtift 
in  the  edge  of  a  wood  upon  an  eminence  with  their  Hghc 
dragoons.     A  few  of  the  Arnerican  light  horfemen  were 
advancfed  upon  the  right,   at-  a  very  confiderablc  diC- 
tdnte.    Oneof  Lee*sJaids  de  camp  obferved  the  queen's 
hf^t  drj^godttS'^artdi})g  M  thougMheyivi^ant  to  chai^ 
-    ■'  thcfe 
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thcfe"  American  light-horfecnen,  who  had  no  officer  of '77* 
eminence  to  head  them;  he  therefore  rode  up  to. and 
advifed  them  to  let  the  Britilh  dragoons  come,  as. neat 
as  could  be  done  with  fafety,  and  then  .to  retreat  off  txf 
where  gen.  Wayne  wais,  ai)d  let;him  receive  them.  The 
Britiih  horfe  purfiied  till  they  cam^  nf  ar  the  ^ncral^  when 
receiving  a  fire  from  col.  Butler's,  regiment  ppfted  on 
jhc  flkirt  of  a  wood^  tiiey  wheelcd.an^  gallopped  off  in 
great  hafte  to  their  :0wn  body ;  as  they  were  retiring 
the  two  pieces  of  artillery  ifirpd .  a  ftw  (hot  at  them. 
•Wayne  then  advanced,  and  encouraged  his  men  to  folr 
loK^.on,  and  charge  the  enemy  with  bayonets.  .  Tjie  aJji 
ixxlc  back  to  Lee,  who  immediatdy  ient  him  forward 
to  Wayne,  with,  orders  that  he  fhould  only  feign  ai)  atr 
tack,  and  not  pu(h  on  too  precipitately,  as  that  would 
/ubvert  his  plan,  and  difappoint  his  intentions,  Lieut^ 
coL  Ofwald,  who.  comnmnded  the  artillery,  fuppofed 
that  the  enemy  were  retreating,  and  ib  paflfed  the  morafs 
in  front  over  a  cauTe way  ii>to  a  grain  field,  and  began  to 
.•cannonade.  This  happened  after  ten  o'clock.  About  the 
fame  time  a  part  of  Lee's  troops  iffued  out  of  a  wood,  on 
the  left  of  and  .about  a  mile  below  the  Court-hpufe,  in 
fmall  columns>  and  in  an  oblique  direction  with  refpeft 
•,to  the  royal  forces,  rather  toward  their  right  and, within 
cannon  fhot.  Thefe  were  drawn  up  ready  to  face  the 
Americans,  with  their  right  near  a  wood ;  and  their  left 
on  open  ground  covered  by  their  cavab-y  and  forming 
an  obtufe  angle  with  the  Court-houfe.  The  cavahy  filed 
off  to  the  left,  as  if  with  defign  to  attempt  fomethicg 
on  the  right  of  Lee's  troops,  which  o^cafioned  an  order 
to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  wheel  his  column  by  his 
rightj  and  to  gain  and  attack  the  enemy's  left  flaijk. 

Lee. 
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•77^  Lee  havihg  alio  ordered  to  die  right  ihc  three  rpgimcats 
in  WayAift-s  detachment,  Weffon^s,  Stewart's  end  Living-* 
fton%  rode  towiird  Ofwald^s  artillery  and  recbnnoitrcd 
die  enert^>  who  fepjleared  •  in  foil  view  marching  back 
ag^n  toward  the  Cotitt-hcnife)  und  in  greater  numbers 
than  was  exped:ed>  fo  that  Lee  iajd, /he  bdieved  he  was 
miftaken  in  thtir  fti-cfrigth.  r     ' 

Let  tft  now  advert  to  thenfianceftiwes:  of  Sir  Hemy 
ClintonL  S6ori  after  he  had  begun  ^di  Us  ccddmn  to 
follow  geri.  KnyphaDfen,  retonnoitrihg  parties  of  the 
Jtrfiy  fmlitia  appeared  on  his  left  flank.  Thb  qpctt's 
wiigers  fell  in^  wiA,  arid  difperfed  fome  detacbmcntt 
tofiong  the  woodfe  iji  die  famt  cjoartcr.  His  rear  gnasd 
having  defcehded  from  the  heights  above  Freehold  incd 
the  plam,  fome  Atneriean  crdumns  appeared  lilgewife 
defcending  into  it,  ani  begatt  the  cannonade  on  his  rcar^ 
^ich.was  returned  by  a  fwpcrior  ifire;  At  diia  inftanti 
intelligence  wte  thought  to  Sir  Henry,  riiat  Ac  enemy 
wefe  difcovcrcd  riiirchihg  in  force  on  both  his  flanks. 
He  conjedured,  tl*a*  the  objeft  of -tte  An^oicans  was 
die  baggage,  which  at  that  jun6ture  wasengagcd  in  defiles 
that  continued  for  miles.  He  conceived  that  the  only 
means  of  panrying  the  apprehended  Wow  was  by  facing 
■fibo«t,  attacking  the  corps  whkh  harafled  his  i«ar, , 
and  preffing  it  fo  hard,  as  to  oblige  the  decachments  to 
return  from  Ms  flanks  to  its  alTiftance.  Thinking  that 
the  meafure  might  poffibly  draw  oh  a  general  aftiQn,  he 
Tent '.for  a  brigade  of  Britifh,  and  the  17th  light  dra- 
goons ?rom  KnyphaJufeh^s  divifion,  and  at  the  ^une  time 
•gave  •direftions,'th«  on  their  arrival  they  ftiouki  take  a 
/    pbfition  Tor  covering  his  right  flank.    He'  dien  made  a 

diQ)ofit]00 
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dilpofition  and'  idrahccd  ih  a  diftftiohtov^ard  the*  n^C »  jT?^* 

of  die  Americans.    ' 

•  •  • 

This  happened' white  L«  ^6  trcOnhoimrtg,  The 
American  cobrinA  to  thfe  left  of  hitn  tindei*  g^ft.  Sc6tt, 
quitted  the  w6od,  -  eroflfed  a  morafe,  atidfottrtfcd  in  thft 
plain  field  about  iihtindred  yird^  in  frbnt  of  Maxwell- 
who  ^xpeded  an  •opiporttlnity  to  fofm  his  brigarde,  by 
Scott^  moving  td  the  right  as  there  wlas  a  vatahcy  te^. 
tween  die  latter  arid  the  troops  wtth  Lee.  Thefe  were 
at  that  moment  lYioving  to  the  right,  artd  every'  ftiSp 
thty  gained  came  neater  to  the  tdyal  forces,  who  wefft 
aifo  pulhing  tor  the  right  of  the  Americans.  Lee's  dif- 
cttti'ment  led  him  immediately  to  fend  off  one  of  his 
ai^s;  with  ordei-s'  to  Scott,  whom  hefuppofed  to  be  M 
the  Ivood  on  the  other  fide  of  the  morafs,  to  halt  his 
coiumn  in  the  v^ood,  and  contintie  there  till  Farther 
brdefs :  that  there  might  be  no  pofiible  mifconception, 
^hbther  aid  was  fpeedily  difpatched  with  fimilar  orders. 
Befofe  thefe  colild  be  delivered,  Scott  had  miftakeh  the 
movemerits  oh  his  right  for  a  retreat ;  and  apprehended 
d^figev  to  his  6wfi  column  in  'cafe  df  its  femaining  where 
ht  was;  notwkhft^ndi*ng  hi^  detachment,  and  Maxweffs 
brigade  with  the  'Other  trobps  to  the' left  made  foil  twb- 
thirds  of  Lee's  Wht)le  tbmmaftd,  and  thotigh  the  enemy 
appeared  to  bend  their  courfe  from  the  left  to  the  right 
of  the  Americans.  Under  ftich  ippreherifion,  Scott  re- 
croffed  the  mor^fe,  re-entered  the  wood,  andiretreatc'd^ 
Maxwell  and  the  cfthers  did  the  like  of  Courfe.  When 
the  firft  aid  reached  'that  part  of  the  wood, to  which  he 
had  been  direfted,  and  found  that  Scott  hid  matched 
off  the  ground,  he  rode  back :  w^hile  returning,  he  lYtet 
the  .fecond  aid,  and  acquainted  hhn  widx  what  had  takeii 

place : 
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i77^* place:  upon  their  coming  to  Lee,  and  communicating, 
their  information,  the  general  difcovered  much  furprifc, 
.  and  exprefled  his  difapprobation  of  Scott's  condud  in 
flrong  terjDS;  but  immediately  upon  the  intelligence, 
direfted  a  light  horfe  officer  to  carry  orders  to  the  mar- 
quis  de  la  Fayette  to  retreat  to  the  Court-houfe.  A  ge- 
neral retreat  now  commenced  on  the  right,  till  the  troops 
reached  Freehold  and  a  neighbouring  wood.  When 
thefe  were  quitteil,  the  Britifti  purfucd  as  far  as  the  vil- 
lage, where  they  halted.  Mean  while  the  Americans 
inarched. on  and  pafled  the  nextmorafs  in  front  of  Carr's 
houfe,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  village.  The  retreats 
and  advances  which  took  place  were  attended  with  can- 
Bonadings  on  each  fide.  The  halt  of  the  BritiCb,  on 
account  of  the  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  their 
having  fufFered  feverdy  fi:oix\  fatigue,  admitted  of  the 
Americans  halting  alio  for  a  confiderable  fpace,  which 
heat  and  fatigue  had  rendered  equally  neccflary  for 
them.  But  upon  the  advance  of  the  Britifli  from  Free- 
hold, and  Lee's  difceming  that  the  pofidon  he  at  firft 
meant  to  occupy  with  the  defign  of  receiving  the  enemy 
and  baffling  their  attack,  was  not  fuitable ;  the  whole  of 
of  his  command,  Scott,  Maxwell,  and  the  others  hav- 
ing now  joined  the  corps  which  before  formed  the  right, 
were  ordered  to  retreat  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Carr's 
houfe  toward  a  wood  and  eminence  behind  the  morals 
they  had  croffed  in  the  morning,  which  had  been  pointed 
put  to  him  as  a  defirable  and  proper  fpot.  Before  they 
had  wholly  left  the  ground  about  Carr's  houfe,  the  Bri- 
tifti cavalry  made  a  fudden  and  rapid  charge  upon  fomc 
parties  of  the  American  horfe,  who  were  in  the  rear  re- 
connoitring.    It  was  expected  they  would  have  attempted 

a  charge 
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a  charge  on  .the  whole  rear,  but  they  did  not  venturei'77?^. 
vpon  it.. 

Soon  after  Lee  with  his  columns  ifiued  out  of  the 
woods  below  the  Court-houfe  into  the  plain,  gen.  Walh-. 
ington  was  advancing  with  the  main  body  of  the  army 
between  Englilh-town  and  Freehold  meeting.  Expeft-' 
ixig  from  the  information  brought  him,  that  the  van  of 
l^ee's  command  and  the  rear  of  the  Britifh  would  ere 
long  engage,  he  ordered  the  right  wing  under:  gen*: 
Greene  to  go  to  the  right  to  prevent  the .  enemy's  turn-', 
ing  his  right  flank;  and  then  prepared  to  follow  with 
the  left  wing  direfUy  in  Lee's  rear  to  fupport  him.' 
While  this  difpofition  was  making,  he  •  learned,  to  his; 
great  furprife,  from  a  countryman,  that  the  continental . 
troops  were  retreating.  Though  the  account  was  con- 
firnied  by  two  or  three  perfons  whom  he  met  on  the 
road,  after  moving  a  few  pates  forward,  yet  he  appeared 
to  difcredit  it,  having  .not  heard  any  firing  except  a  few 
cannon  a  confiderable  time  before*  He  rode  on,  and 
between  Freehold  meeting  and  the  morafs,  which  he  had 
juft  crofled,  met  the  retreating  troops  marching  toward 
the  fame,  as  Lee  meant  that  they  (hould  re-pafi  it,  and 
then  occupy  the  ground  behind  it,  where  he  propofed 
makmg  a  Hand  againft  the  enemy.  Wafliington  was 
exceedingly  alarmed  at  finding  the  advanced  corps  faU^> 
ing  back  upon  the  main  body,  without  the  lelaft  notice 
given  him.  He  defired  one  of  the  retreating  colonels 
to  march  his  men  oyer  the  morafs,  halt  them  on  the 
eminence,  and  refrefh  them.  Seeing  Lee  at  the  head 
of  the  next  column,  he  rode  up  to  ,him  with  a  degree 
of  aftonifhment  and  indignation,  and  propofed  certain 
queftions  that .  implied  cenlure.    Lee  felt  it,  and  an^ 

Vol.  III.  L  fwercd 
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« 77  9*  fwered  with  warmth  and  unfuitable  language.  Ha^d  and 
\  irritating  words  pafled  between  them  for  a  ihort  ipac^ 
;  when  Wafhington  rode  on  toward  the  reanof  the  retreat- 
ing troops.  He  had  not  gone  many.yards  before,  h&sna 
his  fecretary,  who  told  him  that  the  Britifk  army  m^e 
within  fifteen  minutes  march  of  that  place,  which  was 
the  firft  intelligence  he  received  of  their  puihing  6n,fo 
brifkly.  He  remained  there  till  the  extreme  rearof  the 
retreating  troops  got  up,  when  looking  abovty  ai>d  judg- 
ing the  ground  to  be  an  advantageous  fpot^  for  giving 
the  enemy  the  firlt  check,  he  ordered  coL  Stewart'^s  aad 
lieut.  col.  Ramfay's  battalions  to  form,  and=  incline  to 
their  left,  that  they  might  be  under  cover  of  a  comer 
of  woods,  and  not  be  expofed  to  the  enemy's  eannoO' 
in  front.  Lee  having  been  told  by  one  of  his  aids,  that 
Wafhington  had  taken  the  command,  anfwercd,  **  Then 
I  have  nothing  further  to  do  s"  turned  his  horie^  and 
rode  after  his  excellency  in  front.  Wafhington  on  his 
coming  up  afked,  "  Will  you  command  on  this  ground 
or  not  ?  If  you  will,  I  will  return  to  the  main-body,  and 
have  them  formed  upon  the  next  height."  Lee  teplicd, 
*f  It  is  equal  with  me  where  I  command."  Wafhing- 
ton then  told  him,  "I  expedt  you  will  take  proper  mea- 
fures  for  checking  the  enemy."  Lee  faid,  "  Your  or- 
ders fhall  be  obeyed,  and  I  will  not  be  the  firfl-to  leave 
the  field."  Wafhington  then  rode  to  the  main  amay, 
which  was  formed  with  the  utmoft  expedition  on  the 
eminence  with  the  morafs  in  front.  Immediately  upon 
his  riding  off,  a  warm  cannonade  commenced  between  the 
Britifh  and  the  American  artillery  on  the  right  of  Stew- 
art and  Raipfay ;  between  whom  and  the  advanced 
troops  of  the  Britifh  army  a  heavy  fire  began  ibon  after 

in 
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in  the  fkirt  of  the  woods  biefbre  mentiohcd. .  The  Britifti  1 77!. 
prcfled  onclofe,  their  light  hoffe  charged  upon  the  right 
of  the  Americans,  and  the  latter  were  obliged  to  give 
way  in  fuch  hafte,  that  the  Britifh  horfe  and  infantry 
came  out  of  the  wood  fecmingly  mixed  with  them. 
The  adtion  then  commenced  between  the  Britilh  and 
col.  Livingftoh*s  rcgimcnti  together  with  Varnum's 
brigade^  which  had  been  drawn  up  by  Lee's  order,  and 
Uned  the  fence  that  ftretched  acrofs  the  open  field  in 
Sroht  of  die  bridge  over  the  morals,  with  the  view  of 
covering  the  retreat  of  the  artillery,  and  the  troops  ad- 
vanced with  them.  The  artillery  had  timely  retired  to 
die  rear  of  the  fence,  and  from  an  eminence  difcharged 
fcveral  grapes  of  (hot  at  the  Britifh,  engaged  with  Li* 
vingfton's  and  Vamum*s  troops;  thefe  were  fbon  broken 
by  a  charge  of  the  former  and  retired.  The  artillery 
were  then  ordered  off.  Priof  to  die  commencement  of 
die  laft  aftion,  Lee  fent  orders  to '  col.  Ogden,  who  had 
drawn  up  in  the  wood  neareft  the  bridge,  to  defend  that 
poft  to  the  laft  extremity,  thereby  to  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  whole  over  the  bridge.  Lee  was  one  of  the  laft  that  ; 
remained  on  the  field,  and  brought  off  the  rear  of  the  / 
retreating  troops.  Upon  his  addrefling  gen.  Waftiington  \  /> 
after  paffing  the  morafs  with — "  Sir,  here  are  my  troops, 
how  is  it  your  plealure  that  I  (hould  difpofe  of  them  ?" 
—he  was  orderedto  arrange  them  in  the  rear  of  Englifti-  •    •  ^ 

town.  ^'-    'J7 

The  check  the  Britifh  received,  gave  rime  to  make 
a  diQx)fition  of  the  left  wing  and  fecond  line  of  the  main 
afmy  in  the  wood,  and  on  dte  eminence  to  which  Lee 
had  been  ^  directed  and  was  retreating.'  On  this  wei-e 
placed  fotne  batteries  of  cannon  by  lord  Stirlingj  who 

L  2  com- 
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1778.  commanded  the  left  wing,  which  played  upon  the  Britifli 
with  great  effeft,  and  feconded  by  parties  of  infantry, 
''.    detached  to  oppofe  them,  eflfeftually  put  a  Hop  to  thrir 
/     advance.     Gen.  Greene,  who  had  early  filed  oflF  to  the 
;     right,   on  intelligence  of  the  retreat  of  the  advanced 
corps,  marched  up,  and  took  a  very  advantageous  po- 
fition  on  the  right  of  Stirling.     The  Britifh  finding  them- 
felves  warmly  oppofed  in  front,  attempted '  to  turn  the 
American  left  flank,   but  were  repulfed.  ^'  TheyaUb 
made  a  movement  to  the  American  right  wiSth  as  litde 
fuccefs,  Greene  having  advanced  a  body  of  troops  with 
artillery  to  a  commanding  piece  of  ground,  which  not 
only  difappointed  their  defign,  but  feverely  enfiladed 
thofe  in  the  front  of  the  left  wing.     In  addition  .to  this, 
Wayne  advanced  with  a  body  of  troops,  and  kept  op"  fo 
fevere  and  well  directed  a  fire,  that  the  Britifh  w^ 
fbon  compelled  to  give  way.     They  retired  and  todc 
the  pofition  about  Carr's  houfe,  which  Lee  had  before 
occupied.     Here'  their  flanks  were  fecured  by  thick 
woods  and  moraflTes,    while  their  front  cpuld  be  ap- 
-  proached  only  through   a  narrow  pafs.     Wafhington 
however  refolved  to  attack  them  j  and  for  that  purpofe 
ordered  gen.  Poor  with  his  own  and  the  Carolina  bri- 
gade, to  move  round  upon  their  right ;  and  gen.  Wood- 
ford to  their  left;  and  the  artillery  to  gall  them  in  front: 
.  but  they  were  prevented  getting  within  reach  before 
dark.     They  remained  upon  the  ground,  which  thsy  had 
been  direfted  to  occupy,  during  the  night,  with  an  in- 
.  tention  to  begin  the  attack  early  the  next  morning;  and 
die  main  body  continued  lying  upon  their  arms  in  the 
field  of  aftion,  to  be  in  readinefs  for  fupporting  them. 
During  the  aftion,  Wafliington  animated  his  forces  by 

..  his 
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his  gallant  example  J  and  by  cxpofing  his  perfonto  every  '77^» 
danger  common  to  the  meaneft  foldier,  taught  them  to   ! 
hold  nothing  too  dear  for  the  good  of  their  country,   j 
At  night  he  laid  down,  and  fepofed  himfelf  in  his  cloak   i 
under  a  tree,  in  hope,  as  may  be  fuppofed,  of  a  general  ! 
adtion  the  enfuing  day ;  for  it  appears  from  feveral  cir-   ' 
cumftances,  that  he  was  all  along  rather  defirous  of  that 
event,  notwithftanding  the  prevailing  contrary  opinion 
of  the  general  officers  whom  he  confulted.     In  the  mean 
time  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  troops  were  employed  in  re- 
moving their  wounded ;  and  about  twelve  o'clock  *  at 
night  they  marched  away  in  fuch  filence,  that  though 
Poor  lay  extremely  near  them,  their  rietreat  was  effefted 
without  his  knowledge.     They  left  behind  them  four 
officers  and  about  forty  privates,  whofe  wounds  were. 
too  dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 

The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  diftance  Sir  Henry 
had  gained  by  marching  in  the  night,  and  the  fatigue  of  the 
Americans,  made  a  ptjrfuit  on  the  part  of  gen.  Walhing^ 
ton  impra(9Lic^ble  and  fruitlefs.     It  would  only  have  been 

« 

•  In  the  London  Gazette  extraordinary^  Aug.  24,  1778,  Sir  Henry  .  • 
Clinton  is  reprefented  as  writing  in  his  official  letter — "  Having  re-r 
pofed  the  troops  till  ten  at  night,  to  avoid  the  excellive  heat  of  the 
day,  I  took  advantage  pf  the  moon-light  to  rejoin  lieut.  gen.  Knyphau* 
fen/*  Poor  Will's  Almandck|  ppinted  at  Philadelphia .  for  Jofeph 
Cruklhank,  tells  th^  public,  that  the  new  moop  was  on  June  24th,  at 
ten  in  the  iporning,  and  that  on  the  28th  of  June  it  fet  59  minutes 
after  ten  at  night.  Sir  Henry  could  have  had  little  advantage  from 
the  light  of  a  moon  but  four  days  old,  and  that  was  to  fet  in  an  hour's 
time,  had  he  marched  off  his  troops  precifely  at  ten ;  but  if  at  about 
twelve,  as  g^.  Wafhii^gtoQ  writes,  ^nd  which  is  mpft  likely  to  h^v^ 
beep  the  cafe,  the  moon-light  below  the  horizon  poul4  not  hav^  been  '  ^ 
of  any  advantage;  "^ 

{  fatal 
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»778.  fatal  to  numbers  of  the  men,  fevcral  of  if^om  died  on 
the  day  of  action  through  the  exccflivc  heat;  for  Farcn- 
hcit's  thermometer  was  at  96  degrees  in  the  Jcrfcys,  and 
is  faid  to  have  been  1 1 2  at  Philadelphia.  •  It  was  a  deep 
fandy  country  through  which  they  marched^  almoft 
'  deftitute  of  water  5  but  had  there  been  a  plenty,  many 
more  would  probably  have  periflied  by  unguarded  drink- 
ing to  allay  their  thirft ;  fome  were  loft  in  that  way.  Sir 
Henry,  without  having  been  joined  by  the  brigade  of 
Britifh  and  the  17th  light  dragoons  from  Knyphaufen's 
divifion,  fecured  by  his  manoeuvres  the  arrival  of  the 
,  royal  army  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sandy  Hook  on  the 
30.  30th  of  June,  without  the  lofs  of  either  the  covering 
party  or  the  baggage:  but  not  without  a  confiderable 
diminution  of  troops ;  for  by  a  moderate  calculation, 
from  the  evacuation  of  Philadelphia  down  to  that  day, 
about  eight  hundred  dcferted,  a  great  number  of  whom 
were  Heffians.  By  the  returns  of  the  officers  who  had 
the  charge  of  the  burying  parties,  they  left  245  non- 
commiffioned  and  privates  on  the  field  and  4  officers. 
There  were  alfo  befide  thefe,  feveral  frefti  graves  and 
burying  holes  found  near  the  field>  in  which  they  had 
put  their  dead,  before  they  quitted  it  *.  Fifiyrnine  of 
their  foldiers  perifhed  without  receiving  a  wound,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  feveral  of  the  Americans,  merely 
through  fatigue  and  heat.  The  lofs  of  lieut,  col.  Monck- 
ton,  who  was  (lain,  was  much  lamented  by  the  Britifh.  Up- 
v/ard  of  a  hundred  were  made  prifoners,  including  die 
officers  and  privates  left  upon  the  field.  On  the.  part. of 
the  Americans,  lieut.  col,  Bonner  and  major  Dickinfon, 
officers  of  diftinguifhed'  merit,  were  (lain;    befide  fix 

•  General  Wa(hington*s  letters. 
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odiCTS  df  inferior  rank>  and  6i  non-commiflioned  and^1(7*^ 
privites;    The  wounded  were  24  officers  and  136  non-  ) 
commifik)ried  and  privates.    The  milling  amounted  to 
130,  but  many  of  them^  having  only  dropped  thi-ough 
fktiguei  foon  joined  the  army.     Gen.  Wafliington  com- 
mended the  zeal  and  bravery  of  the  officers  in  genera)^ 
T*ut  particularized  Wayne  as  deferving  fecial  commen- 
dation.    The  behaviour  of  the  troops  in  general,  after 
rccovei-ing  from  the  firft  furprife  occafioned  by  the  retreat 
of  die  advanced  corps,  was  mentioned  as  what  could 
not  be  forpaffed.    The  public  acknowledgments  of  con- 
grefs  were  very  flattering  to  the  army,  and  particularly 
fo  to  the  general  and  his  officers.     The  general  having 
dedihed  all  further  purfiiit,  detached  only  fbme  li^t 
troops  to  attend  the  motions  of  the  royal  forces,  and  ^ 
drew  off  the  main  body  of  his  army  to  the  borders  of 
die  North  river.  , 

The  general,  on  his  fecond  interview  with  Lee  upon 
the  day  of  aftion,   intimated  by  his  re-inftating  and 
leaving  him  in  the  command  of  the  advanced  corps, 
that  he  meant  to  pafs  by  what  had  happened,  without  . 
further  notice :  but  the  latter  could  not  brook  the  ex-  j 
preffions  ufed  by  the  former  at  their  firft  meeting,  and  j 
therefore  wrote  him  two  paffionate  letters,  which  occa*  i 
iioned  his  being  put  under  an  arreft,  and  brought  to  : 
trial  four  days  after  the  adtion,  on  the  following  charges 
exhibited  againft  him  by  his  excellency— i  ft,  For  dif^  ; 
obecHence  of  orders,  in  not  attacking  the  enemy  on  the 
a  8th  of  June,    agreeable   to  repeated  iirftruftions  :— 
adly.  For  milbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  fame 
day,  by:  making  an  utmeteffary^   dybrdin^  and  jhameful 
retreat  i^^^y^  For  difrefpeft  (y>  the  commander  in 

L  4  chiefj 
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« 773-  chief,  in  two  letters  dated  the  ift  of  July  and  the  a8& 
of  June.  The  letter  dated  the  ift  of  July,  was  &>  dated 
through  miftake,  being  written  on  the  28th  of  June. 
On  the  1 2th  of  Auguft,  the  court  martial,  at  which 
lord  Stirling  prefided,  found  hitn  guilty  upon  every 
charge,  and  fentenced  him  to  be  fufpended  from  any 
command  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  for  the  term  of  twelve  months.  The  terms 
of  die  fecond  charge  were  foftened  down,  as  he  was 
only  found  guilty  of  mifbehaviour  before  the  enemy  by 
making  an  unneceffary,  and  in  fome  few  inftances,  a 
diforderly  retreat.  Many  were  difpleafed  with  the  con- 
duft  of  the  court  martial  -,  and  thought  he  ought  not 
to  have  been  found  guilty,  except  upon  the  laft  chai^ 
They  argued— "It  appears  from  Wafhington's  own  letter 
and  other  cireumftances,  that  it  was  fubmitted  to  Lee's 
judgment  whether  to  attack,  in  what  manner  and  when; 
There  was  manifeft  proof  of  Lee's  intending  to  attack 
in  hope  of  cutting  off  the  enemy's  covering  party :  but 
he  altered  his  opinion  as  to  the  promifing  prolpeft  he 
had  of  doing  it,  on  his  coming  into  the  plain,  recon- 
noitring the  enemy,  and  concluding  that  they  were  more 
numerous  than  before  fuppofed:  and  upon  finding  Scott 
had  quitted  the  point  of  wood  where  he  meant  to  order 
•him  to  remain,  he  judged  an  immediate  retreat  necef- 
fary.  The  detachment  with  which  Lee  was,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  one  third  of  his  whole  command,  Scott's 
column,  Maxwell's  brigade  and  the  other  troops  to  his 
left  being  full  two  thirds.  When  he  begai^  u>  retire, 
the  main  body  was  more  than  fix  miles  diftant,  though 
advancing..  The- enemy's  force  was  readercdi  the  more 
formidable  by  their  great  Superiority  in  cavahyj  fi^hich 

was 
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was  thought  to  be  between  four  and  five  hundred.'  The^77^»' 
ground  being  open  was  by  no  means  advantageous  to' 
the  Americans,  as  the  Britifh  cavalry  Could  have  turned' 
their  flank.  Would  then  an  immediate  attack  under 
thefe  circumftances,  though  it  might  have  diftrefled  the 
enemy*s  rear  at  the  firft  onfet,  have  been  advifable,  as^ 
it  might  probably  have  involved  a  general  adion  before' 
the  detachment  could  have  received  fupport?  Did  not 
prudence  didate  falling  back  and  taking  a  new  pofition, 
rather  than  hazarding  an  adion  in  the  plain  ?  If  Lee's 
judgment  determined  for  the  aifirmative,  how  could  he 
be  declared  guilty  of  difobeying  orders  ?  The  circum- 
ftances already  noted  are  in  favor  of  the  retreat's  being 
neceflary  in  the  firft  inftance :  and  when  commenced, 
the  profecution  of  it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  till  ar  good 
pofition  could  be  taken  for  making  an  effectual  ftand 
againft  the  enemy,  to  which  pofition  Lee  was  marching 
when  met  by  Wafliington.  The  ftrenuous  efforts  of  the 
Britifli  after  the  main  army  was  drawn  up  in  that  pofi^- 
tion,  before  they  retired  three  miles  •  from  the  fcene  of 
action,  tend  alfo  to  juftify  the  comnniencement  of  the 
retreat.  No  mention  fhould  have  been  made  of  its 
being  in  a  few  inflances  diforderly,  unlefe  fuch  inftances 
were  really  chargeable  to  Lee's  mifconduft  -,  whereas  of^ 
thefe  few  it  is  certain,  that  fome  were  owing  to  fatigue 
and  the  enormous  heat  of  the  weather.  The  very  fen- 
tence  of  the  court  martial  is  in  favor  of  Lee's  innocence 
as  to  the  mo  firft  charges,  for  a  year's  fufpenfion  fi-om 
command  is  in  no  wife  proportioned  to  his  crimes  if 
guilty."— Several  are  of  opinion  hi  wduld  not  have  been 

condemned,  oi>  thefe  two,  h^d  it  not  been  for  his  dif^ 

.     «        ■  ■  ■     ■       ■ 

rcfpeftfial  conduft  toward  Wafliington.     On  the  other 

hand. 
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i77^*  hand,  feme  have  fiirmifed,  that  his  manoeuvres  wa« 
owing  either  to  treachery  or  want  of  courage ;  but  they 
who  have  the  opportunity  of  knowing  him  niioftj  will 
be  furthcft  from  fuch  apprehenfions  *. 

No  fooner  had  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  army 
evacuated  Philadelphia,  than  lord  Howe  prepared  to  iail 
with  the  fleet  for  New  York.  Repeated  calms  reialxkd 
bis  pafiage  down  the  Delaware,  fo  that  he  could  m>t  quit! 
the  river  till  the  evening  of  June  the  aSth  i  however  te 
anchored  off  Sandy  Hook  the  next  day,  followed  b^  the 
tranfports.  The  fucceeding  day  Sir  Henry  arrived,  0ai  , 
the  artillery,  baggage,  and  part. of. die  troops  wSere.rcr 
j^ly  fnovcd  from  the  main,  as  the  weiather  permitted  ^  ibfi 
i»  reft  of  the  army  paflcd,  on  the  5  th  of  Jufyy  over  a 
bridge  of  boats  acrofs  a  narrow  channel  to  Sandy  Hook^ 
They  were  afterward  carried  up  to  New  York,    On  the 

• 

yth,  lord  Howe  received  advice  that  the  Toulon  Iqua- 
dron  was  arrived  on  the  coaft  of  Virginiai  Count 
d'Eftaing  anchored  at  night  on  the  8th  at  the  entnmci 
of  the  Delaware,  afber  being  87  days  at  fea;  C^  that 
day  the  count  wrote  to  congrels:  on  the  receipt  of  his 
letter,  they,  fent  word  to  gen.  Wa(hington>  that. it  was 
their  defirc  he  would  co-operate  with  the  count,  in  thi 
execution  of  fuch  ofFenfive  operations  as  they  fliould 
mutually  approve.  The  fame  day  the  congrefs  refolVedi 
that  a  fuitable  houfe  fhould  be  provided  for  Mohlieur 
Gerard,  and  chofe  a  committee  of  five  to  wait  on  him 
vpon  his  arrival,  and  condud  him  to  his  lodgings.  The 
*"  .  ■ 

*  In  compiling  fey^ral  of  the  preceding  pages«  lecourfehas beeo 
tad  to  the  public  letters  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and  gen»  Waftingtbni 
various  private  lettehaod  information^  and  t6  ^n',  tjctfs  tkMi    ^ 
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next  morning  d'Eftaing  weighed  and  failed  toward  the  »77** 
Hook^  and  in  the  evening  of  the  nth  anchored  with-  iu 
out  it.  Had  not  bad  weather  and  unexpeftcd  impedi- 
ments prevented,  the  eount  ihiift  have  furprifed  Howef*s 
fleet  in  the  Delaware,  as  the  latter  would  not  have  ha4 
time  to  efcape  after  being  apprized  of  his  danger.  The 
deftru(9ion  of  the  fleet  muft  have  been  the  cdnfequenCc 
of  fuch  flirprifal  5  and  that  muft  have  occafioned  the  in- 
evitable lofs  of  the  royal  army,  -^ich  would  have  been 
fb  encloied  by  the  French  fquadron  on  the  one  fide,  and 
0kQ  American  forces  on  the  other>  that  the  Saratoga 
cataftrophe  muft  have  been  repeated*  This  fatal  ftroke 
woukl  have  been  of  an  amount  and  magnitude  (with 
refpe£):  to  both  the  marine  and  land  fervice,  and  the 
confequences  hanging  upon  it)  not  ^eafily  to  be  con^^ 
ceived.  The  prevention  of  it,  by  the  various  hindfit- 
ances  that  d'Eftaing  met  with  on  his  voyage,  ou^  to 
be  confidered  by  Great  Britain  as  a  fignally  pnmdcntiaji 
deliverance. 

Lord  Howe's  fleet  confifted  only  of  fix  64  gun  fhips^ 
three  of  50,  and  two  of  40,  with  fome  fingates  and 
floops.  Count  d'Eftaing  had  twelve  fliips  of  the  line ; 
feveral  of  which  were  of  great  force  and  weight  of 
metal,  one  carrying  90,  another  80,  and  fix  74  guns 
each ;  he  had  befide  prefent  with  him,  three  of  the  four 
large  ftout  frigates,  that  had  attended  him  on  his  voy- 
age. He  anchored  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  about  four  miles 
without  the  Hook ;  and  American  pilots  of  the  firft 
abilities,  provided  for  the  purpofe,  went  on  board  the 
fleet:  among  them  were  perfons  whofe  circumftances 
placed  them  above  the  rank  of  common  pilots.  I^ord 
Howe  had  the  advantage  of  poffeflSng  the  harbour  formed 

^7 
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jj'jg.by  Sandy  Hook  J  the  entrance  of  which*  is  covered  by. 
a  barj  apd  fronn  whence  the  inlet  pafles  to  New  York. 
As  it  could  not  be  known  whether  the  French  would 
not  attempt  paffing  in  force  over  the  bar,  it  was  neccf- 
fary  that  the  Britilh  fhould  be  prepared  to  oppofe  them. 
On  thi?  occafion,  a  fpirit  difplayed  itfelf  not  only  in  the 
fleet  and  army,  but  through  every  order  and  denomina- 
tion of  feamen,  that  is  not  often  equalled.     The  crews 
of  the  tranfports  haftened  with  eagernefi  to  the  fleet,, 
that  it  might  be  completely  manned :  mafters  and  mates 
folicited  employment^  and  took  their  ftations  at  the  guns: 
with  the  common  failors :  the  light  infantry,  grenadiers, 
apd  even  wounded  officers  fo  contended  to  ferve  as  ma-- 
fines  on  board  the  men  of  war,  that  the  point  of  honor: 
was  obliged  to  be  decided  by  lot.     In  a  word,  the  pa-; 
triotifilo,  zeal,  bravery  and  magnanimity  which  appeared, 
^t;  this  juncture,  was  a  credit  even  to  Great  Britain. 
It  muft  however  be  acknowledged,  that  the  popularity 
of  lord  Howe,  and  the  confidence  founded  on  his  abi- 
lities; contributed  not  a  little  to  thefe  exertions.     But 
the  American  pilots  declaring  it  impoffible  to  carry  the 
large  Ihips  of  d'Eftaing's  fquadron  over  the  bar  into 
the  Hook,  on  account  of  their  draught  of  water,  and 
l^ly  gen.  Walhington  prefling  him  to  fail  tp  Newport,  he 
-*•     left  the  Hqok  after  eleven  days  tarriance,  and  in  a  few 
hours  was  out  of  fight.     Nothing  could  be  more  pro-; 
vidi^^itial.     While  he  remained,   about  twenty  fail  of. 
veffcls  bound  to  New  York  fell  into  his  pofleffipn  i  they- 
wjqF& chiefly  prizes,  taken  from  the  Annericans  j  but  had 
he^ayed  a  fevv  .days -longer,  admiral  Byron's  fleet  muft. 
harWj;  fallen ;  ;a  defencelcfs.,  prey^  into  Ji.is  hands.v    T^iat- 
fquadion  had  met  with.unuCaal  bad  w^^therj*  and  being. 

fcparated 
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fepariated*  in  dieFercrit  ftorrris,  and  lingering  through  a  x77i* 
tedious  pafiage,  arrived,  fcattered>  broken,  fickly^tdif- 
matted,  or  otherwife  damaged,  in  various  degrees  of : 
diftrefs,  upon  dificrent  and  remote  parts  of  the- American 
.coafti  Between  the  departurcr^  of  d'Eftaing'and  the 
.30th  of  July,  the  Renown  of  50  guns  from  the  Weft  3<^ 
.Indies,  the  Raifo6able  andC'^nturion  of  64  and 50 from 
.Halifax,  and  the  Cornwall  of  74  guns,  all  arrived  fii^ly 
.at  Sandy  Hook.  By  his  fpeedy.  departure  a  number  of  ' 
.provifion  Ihips  from  Cork  cfcaped  alfo,  togettwrfwith 
4iieir  convoy.  They  went  up  Ae  Delaware  within  fifty 
miles  of  Philadelphia- after  lord  Howe  had  quitted  the, 
jiyer,  not  haying  obtained  any  information  of  what  had 
^happened...  The.Bfitifh  miniftry  had  ncglefted  coun- 
xermanding  their  deftination,  though  orders  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  Philadelphia  had  been  fent  off  fo  early,  as  to 
Jiave  admitted  of  their  receiving  frefh  direftions  where 
•to  have  fteered  before  failing.  Great  rejoicings  were 
4nade  at  New  York  upon  their  lafe  arrival,  efpecially  as 
-prbvifions  were  much  wanted  by  both  the  fleet  and 
army. 

As  the  bar  prevented  all  .attempts  on  the  part  of 
d'Eftaing  againft*  Howe's  fleet  within  the  Hook,  a  plan 
was  concerted  for  attacking  Rhode  Ifland  j  and  gen. 
•Sullivan,  who  commanded,  at  Providence,  was  ertriployed 
in  aflTembling  an  additional  body  of.  New  England  mili- 
tia. Such  was  the  eagernefs  of  people  to  co-operate  widi 
their  new  allies,  and  their  confidence  of  fucceeding  and 
reaping  laurels,  that  fome  thoufands  of  volunteers,  genr 
tlemen  and  others  from  Bofton,  Sale/xi,  Newbury  Port, 
■Portfmouth,  &c.  engaged  in  the  fcrvice.  When 
d'Eftabg  was  arrived^pflf  point  Judith  on  the  :29th,  the 

pilots 
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»77^  pilots  who  were  to  have  facilitated  his  entrance  into  Ne*^- 
port)  were  wanting,  which  occafiohed  a  delsjr.    But  on 

Aog.  the  m<Htiing  of  Auguft  the  5th,  his  operation^  coiw- 

^*  menced,  when  the  Britifh  let  fire  to  the  Or^^us,  Jbar^, 
Juno  and  Cerberus  frigates,  and  fevend  otha*  vefleb  at 
the  appearance  of  two  of  his  fleet  Handing  in  near  Pru^ 
dcncc  ifland  to  attack  them.  The  Flora  and  Falcoh 
were  funk  afterward.  The  next  day  the  American  troops 
marched  from  Providence  to  Tiverton  under  the  cortii. 
mand  of  gen.  Greene,  who  had  been  difpatched  by  gem 
Wafhington  from  the  main  army  to  aflifl:  in  the  expe(&- 
tion.  Mis  excellency  alfb  fent  on  the  marquis  de  It 
l^ayette  at  the  head  of  two  thoufarid  trobpSj  who  by  a 
rapid  march  joined  the  militia  in  feafon.  '  Gen.  Sullivan's 
firft  letter  to  the  count  infc^ined  him,  that  he  was  not 
ready  to  ad,  and  defired  that  the  attack  mi^t  be  fui^ 
pended.  It  was  agreed  between  them  that  they  fhould 
land  their  forces  at  Portfmouth  on  the  tenth  in  the  mom- 

g  ing.  On  the  eighth  the  French  fleet  went  up  the  mid*. 
die  paflage  leading  into  Newport  harbour,  when  the  Bri- 
tifh  batteries  began  a  fevere  cannonade^  which  was  re-« 
turned  with  great  warmth. 

The  royal  troops  on  the  ifland,  having  been  juft  re* 
inforced  with  five  batt^ions,  were  about  6000  under  the 
command  of  Sir  Robert  Pigot,  who  took  every  poKfiUe 
meafure  of  defence.  The  force  under  gen.  Stillivan 
was  compofed  of  about  10,000  men.  Upon  hk  receiv- 
ing intelligence  early  on  the  ninth,  that  the  enemy  hid 
evacuated  their  works  at  the  north  end  of- the  ifland,  and 
retreated  within  their  lines  about  three  miles  from  New"- 
port,  regardlefs  of  the  agreement  witii'  d'Eftaihg^*  Kc 
concluded  (as  it  appeared  to  him  bcfl:-)  to  puft"  over 

9  with- 
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Without  k>ig  of  time.     The  army  ^as  immediately  put  '.77* 
in  motion ;  abewat  eight  o^clbck  the  right  wing,  untdcr 
gen,  Greefic,  began  to  crofs  ftom  Tiverton,  and  the  reft 
of  the  American^  fi^owed  in  ordct.    The  MaflSichufetts 
•militia  were  attended  by  Mt;  Hancock  as  their  major 
'jgetieral.     About  two  in  the  afternoon  a  fleet  cbnfifting 
of'  near  aj  ftil  was-  difcoVered  ftartding  in  for  Newport, 
which  came  to  ofP'  point  Judith  for  the  night.     Lord 
Howe  had  determined  to  attempt  the  prefervation  of  tlie 
iiland ;  but  notwitliftahding  all  his  exertions  could'  not 
reach  fight  of  it>  till  the  day  after  the  French  fleet  had 
^it^ed  the .  harbour.     Though  his  own  exceedbd  the 
other  in  point  of  number,  yet  -  it  was  far  inferior  with 
pefpfeft  to  cfifeftive  force  and  weight  of  metal.     He  had 
one  (hip  of  74  guns-^feven  of  64 — five  of  50— fix  from 
44  to  32— ^and  twelve  fmaller  veflels,  including  fire  (hips 
and  bomb  ketches.    Whenhefirfl:  appeared,  the  gar- 
rifon  were  much  elated,  but  upon  learning  that  he  brought 
no  provifion,  of  which  they  were  nearly  exhaufted,  they 
were  equally  dcjefted.    A  fudden  change  of  wind  fa-* 
voring  the  count,  he  ftood  out  to  fea  with  all  his  fqua- 
dron,  about  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning.  They  were  iq« 
feverely  cannonaded  as  they  pafled  by  the  batteries,  but 
received  no  material  damage.    Howe  deeming  the  wea^ 
ther  gage  too  great  an  advantage  to  be  added  to  the 
fuperior  force  of  the  count,  contended  for  that  objcft 
with  all  the  Ikill  of  an  experienced  feaman ;  while  the  • 
count  was  as  eager  to  preferve  it.     This  contefl:  pre- 
vented an  engagement  on  that  day ;  but  the  wind  on  the 
foltowing  fl:ill  continuing  adverfe  to  the  defign  of  Howe*, 
he  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  prefent  circumftances, 
and  -await  the  approach  of  the  count,    A  flrong  gale 

which 
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'77^*  which  increafed  to  a  violent  tempell>  and  continued  for 
near  48  hours^  put  by  the  engagement.  Two  of  d)6 
French  ihips  were  difniafledj  and  others  much  damaged. 
The  Languedoc  of  90  guns,  d'£ilaing*s  oWn  fhip,  loft 
her  rudder  and  all  her  m^fts ;  and  was  met  in  that  con« 
dition  on  the  evening  of  the  I3thaJbJ^the  Renown  of  50 
guns.  Capt.  Dawfon  bore  down  without  hoifting  co« 
lours.  The  count  ordered  capt.  Caleb  Gardner^  who 
was  on  board  as  a  pilot,  to  hail  him,  that '  he  might 
know  what  fhip  it  was.  Dawfon  made  no  ^uiiwer^  but 
ran  with  a  full  fail  and  fair  wind  till  he  was  under  .die 
ftern  of  the  Languedoc,  then  hoiiled  Englifh  colour^ 
fired  in  great  and  fmall  fhot,  and  mufketry,  and  failed 
off.  The  Languedoc  upon  that  fired  two  chace  guns 
after  him,  when  he  never  attempted  to  approach  her 
more.  The  fame  evening  the  Prefton  of  50  guns,  com- 
modore Hotham,  fell  in  with  the  Tonant  of  80  guns, 
with  only  her  main-maft  ftanding,  and  attacked  her  with 
fpirit,  but  night  put  an  end  to  the  engagement.  The 
junftion  of  fix  fail  of  the  French  fquadron,  prevented 

I 

^ug^  all  further  attempts  upon  their  two  difabled  fhips,  by  the 
^^*  Renown  and  Preflon  the  next  morning.  On  the  i6th, 
the  Ifis  of  50  guns,  capt.  Raynor,  was  chaced  by  the 
Caefar,  capt.  Bougainville,  a  French  74  gun.  Neither 
had  fuffered  in  the  tempeft.  A  clofe  and  defperate  en- 
gagement was  maintained  on  both  fides,  with  the  greateft 
obftinacy,  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  within  piflol  fhot 
The  Caefar  at  length  put  before  the  wind  and  failed  off, 
the  captain  having  lofl  his  arm,  the  lieutenant  his.Ieg,  a 
number  of  men  being  killed  and  wounded,  and  the  fhip 
confiderably  damaged.    The  Ifis  had  fuffered  fb  in  her 
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mafts  and  rigging,  that  fhe  could  not  attempt  a  pur-  '77^* 
fuit. 

The  troops  under  gen.  Sullivan  now  deniand  our  at* 
tention.  When  they  had  landed,  they  poflefled  them- 
felves  of  the  heights  near  the  north  end  of  the  ifland. 
They  fufFered  no  lefs  than  the  fhips  by  the  tempeft. 
The  wind  blew  moft  violently,  attended  with  a  flood  of 
rain  through  the  whole  day  of  the  1 2th,  and  increafed 
fo  at  night,  that  not  a  marquee  or  tent  could  (land  :  fe- 
veral  df  the  foldiers  perifhed  by  the  feverity  of  the  ftorm, 
many  horfes  died,  the  greateft  part  of  the  ammunition 
delivered  to  the  troops  was  damaged,  and  the  condition 
of  the  army  was  deplorable.  On  the  14th,  the  ftorm 
was  over,  and  the  weather  clear  and  fine.  The  garrifbn 
having  enjoyed  better  accommodations  and  greater  fe- 
ctirity  than  the  Americans,  Sir  Robert  Pigot  had  a 
fair  opportunity  of  attacking  the  latter  while  difpirited 
and  worn  down  by  the  painful  fcenes  from  which  they 
had  juft  emerged.  Gen.  Greene  and  fome  Britifli  offi-^ 
cers  are  of  opinion,  that  a  bold  and  vigorous  onfet  under 
thefe  circumftances  would  have  been  highly  proper  and 
fuccefsful.  But  as  nothing  of  this  kind  happened,  the 
day  was  fpent  by  the  Americans  in  drying  their  clothes, 
&c.  and  getting  in  order  for  an  advance.  The  next 
morning  they  marched  at  fix  o'clock,  and  took  poft 
about  two  miles  from  the  Britifh  lines.  By  the  20th  a«» 
they  had  opened  two  four ''  gun  batteries ;  but  their 
approaches  were  flow.  About  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon  the  French  fleet  was  difcovered  ftanding  for  New- 
port. At  feven  gen.  Greene  and  the  marquis  dc  la  Fayette 
went  on  board  the  Languedoc,  to  confult  upon  'mea- 
sures proper  to  be  purfucd  for  the  fucccfs  of  the  expc- 
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»:77?'dition  in  which,  they  were  engaged.     They  urged  d'Ef- 
taing  to  return  with  his  fleet  into  Newport  harbour.   He 
was  apparendy  inclined  to  a  compliance :  but  all  the  cap- 
tains and  principal  officers  on  board  were  rather  un- 
friendly to  him.    He  being  a  land  officer,'  they  thought 
it  an  afiront  to  their  underflandings,  and  a  piece  of  in* 
juftice  done  to  their  merits  and  fervices  to  have  hiin  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  over  their  heads.  They  therefore 
croflTed  him  in  every  mqafure,  tjiat  looked  like  ^giving 
him  any  kind  of  reputation,  in  order  if  poflible  tQ  bring 
him  intQ  diigrace.    His  inftrudions  from  the  court  of 
France  were  to  go  to  Bofton,  if  the  fleet  met  with  any. 
misfortune,  or  if  there  appeared  a  fuperior  Britilh  flee|: 
upon  the  coaft.    The  count  had  met  with  a  misfortune, 
the  Casfar  which  had  fl:eered  for  Bofton  was  mifling,  an^ 
a  fuperior  Britifh  fleet  was  expefted.    AH  the  offiicers 
infifted  upoj^  his  following  the  inftrudigns^  and  entered 
into  a  formal  proteft  againft  prpfecuting  the  expedition, 
any  further.    About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  of  the  Q,x&f,. 
Greene  and.  the  marquis  returned,  and  made  a  report  of 
what  bad  pafled.    The  next  day  letters  went  pn.  board, 
from  gens.  Sullivan  and  Hancock;   as  alio  a  proteft 
dated — Camp  before  Newport,  Aug.  22,  1778— and 
figikd  by  John  Sullivan,   N.  Greene,  John  Hancock, 
J.  Glover,  I^zek.  Cornell,  Wni.  Whipple,  John  Tyler, 
SolomoA  Loveii,  Jon.  FitconeK    They  protefted  in  a 
folemn  manner  a.gaiiA  the.  count's  taking  the  fleet  to  . 
Bofton,  as  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  France,  cojjttary . 
to  the  intention  of  his  n^oft  Chriftian  Qiajefly  ai)d  the 
intereft  of  his  nation,,  and  deftrudiye  in  the  higheft  de*. 
gcee  to  th^  welfare  of  the  United  States  of  Aiperica,, 
and  bighl];4njuriouji  to  the  allianci^  formc4.  bot^ii  the  . 
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50  nations*  One  of  tile  reafons  aflSghcd  for  the  protxStijTi^ 
tSj  that  the  army  and  (lores  coUefted  for  the  rcduc- 
nt  of  the  ifland  would  be  liable  to  be  loft,  by  an  opi» 
rtunity's  being  given  to  the  enemy  to  cut  ofF  the 
mmunication  with  the  main,  and  totally  to  prcvcttt 
*  retreat  of  the  army.  The  beft  apology  rfiat  can  bfe 
ide  for  this  proteft  is,  that  it  was  defigned  as*a  fineflfe 
induce  the  captairis  of  the  French  fleet  to  confcnt  to 
returning  into  the  harbour  of  Newport^  ftut  it  had 
t  this  efFeft,  and  met  with  a  fpirited  arifwcir  frorti  tht 
ant,  who  failed  on  the  fame  day  for  Boftxin:-  Sullivaft 
s  ib  chagrined  at  the  departure  of  the  llecti  that  con- 
ry  to  all  found  policy,  he  gave  out  itv  geheral  ordeft 
the  a4th— "  The  general  cannot  help  lamehtif%  die  ■ 
Iden  and  unexpedted  departure  of  the  French  fleetf,  ; 
he  finds  it  has  a  tendency  to  difcout^ge  fonnie  who 
.ced  great  dependence  upon  the  alTiftance  of  it,  thou^ 
can  by  no  means  fuppofe  the  army  6f  any  part  of  it 
iangered  by  this  movement.  He  yetbc^s  the  event 
1  prove  America  able  to  procure  that  by  her  own 
ns,  which  her  allies  refufe  to  aflift  in  obtaining."  Two 
fs  after,  in  new  orders,  he  endeavoured  to  fmooth 
'  the  refledtion  contained  in  it,  by  declaring  he  meant 
c  to  infinuate  that  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet 
s  owing  to  a  fixt  determination  not  to  aflift  in  the  en- 
prife,  and  would  npt  wifli  to  give  the  leaft  colour  to 
yenerous  and  illiberal  minds  to  make  fuch  unfair 
erpretationfi*  Count  d'Eftaing,  when  arrived  in  Bof- 
I  port,  wfote  to  congrcfs  on  the  26th,  and  in  his  ie^ 
mentioned— the  embarraflTments  of  the  king's  Iqua-- 
m  as  well  on  account  of  water  as  provifions,  how^ 
hopes  were  deceived  with  regard  totheife^two  articles^- 
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177?*  which  were  growing  more  and  n^ore  important — that  k 
was  necefiary  for  him  to  confine  all  his  attention  to  the 
^refervation  of  the  fqu-dron,  and  reftoring  it  to  a  con- 
dition to  aft— that  he  was  no  longer  at  liberty  to  (k- 
pend  on  deceitful  expeftations  of  watering  and  getting 
provifions.  He  juftified  his  repairing  to  Boilon  from  the 
iituation  of  his  fhips,  the  advices  of  a  fquadron  from 
Europe,  the  ignorance  of  what  was  become  of  lord 
Howe's  fleet^  and  the  advantage  that  his  lordfhip  would 
have  had  for  attacking  him  had  he  returned  into.  New- 
port*    He  alfo  expreffed  his  difpleafure  at  the  proteft. 

It  appears  unreafonable  to  cenfure  the  count  for  re- 
pairing to  Bofton,  when  all  his  officers  infilled  fb  upon 
the  meafure  j  though  had  he  returned  into  Newport, 
the  garrifon  would  moft  probably  have  capitulated  befoit 
Howe  could  have  fuccoured  them.  Upon  the  fleet's 
failing  for  Bofton,  it  was  faid — "  There  never  was  a 
profpeft  fo  favorable,  blafted  by  fuch  a  fhameful  defcr- 
tion."  A  univerfal  clamor  prevailed  againft  the  French 
nation :  and  letters  were  fent  to  Bofton  containing  tbc 
moft  bitter  inveftives,  tencJing  to  prejudice  the  inhabi- 
tants againft  d'Eftaing  and  all  his  officers,  to  counteraft 
which  the  cooler  and  more  judicious  part  of  the  com- 
munity employed  their  good  fervices.  Between  two  and 
three  thoufand  volunteers  returned  in  the  eourfe  of  24 
hours,  and  others  continued  to  go  off,  and  even  many 
of  the  militia,  fo  that  in  three  days  Sullivan*s  army  was 
greatly  decreafed :  it  was  foon  little  more  in  number 
than  that  of  the  enemy.  An  attempt  to  garry  their  works 
by  ftorm,  would  have  been  too  hazardous,  had  all  the 
volunteers  and  militia  remained,  for  the  bulk  of  the 
troops  had  never  been  in  aftion :  the  neceffity  of  a  re- 
treat 
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treat  was  therefore  apparent  (as  foon  as  there  was  a  cer-  ^77^<* 
tainty  of  the  French  fleet's  being  gone)  though  in  the 
morning  of  the  23d  the  Americans  had  opened  batteries 
confifting  in  the  whole  of  1 7  pieces  of  heavy  artillery, 
2  ten  inch  mortars  and  three  five  and  a  half  howitzers. 
Greene  was  againft  retreating  haftily,  left  the  appearance 
of  timidity  and  inferiority  fliould  bring  out  the  enemy 
upon  them :  but  he  and  Glover  prepared  for  an  expe«; 
ditious  retreat,  in  cafe  Clinton  (hould  arrive  with  a  re-  ' 
inforcement,  that  fo  no  damage  might  enfue  from  the 
delay.     By  the  26th  all  the  fpare  heavy  artillery  and  bag- 
gage was  fent  off  the  ifland  5  and  on  the  28th  at  night, 
between  nine  and  ten  o'clock,  the  army  begah  to  move 
to  the  north  end.     It  had  been  that  day  refolved  in  a 
council  of  war,  to  remove  thither,  fortify  the  camp,  fe- ' 
cure  a  communication^with  the  main, "  and  hold'  the  * 
ground,  till  it  could  be  known  whether  the  French  fleet* 
would  foon  return  to  their  aflTiftance.     The* marquis  de^ 
la  Fayette  by  requeft  of  the  general  officers,  fet  off  fof  * 
Bofton  to  requeft  their  fpeedy  return.     The  count  tdould^ 
not  confcnt  to  the  return  of  the  fleet,  but  hiidfc  a  fpirited'  * 
oflfer  of  leading  the  troops  under  his  conlniand  from 
Bofton,  and  of  co-operating  againft  Rhodc^Ifland.     The 
mdrch  of  Sullivan's -army  was  condu6fect  with- great  or^  •' 
der  and  regularity,  and  the  troops  arrived  on  ttieir  grbund  * 
about  three  in  the  morning,  with  all  the  baggajge,  ftbres,  * 
&c.     About  feven,  they  were  alarmed  by  a'  brifk  fife'^g, 
of  muflcetry  In  their  front,  between"  their  advanced  corps' 
of  infantry  and  the  enemy,  who  had  pufhed  out  after  ' 
them  upon  difcovering  the  retreat.  •  Sullivan  afked  the  * 
opinion  of  the  generals  upon  the  occafion,*  and  Greene  ' 
advifed  to  .ni^rch  and  meet  them,  for  he  truly  fuppofed  ' 
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'77^;  that  they  were  come  out  in  fmall  detachments  whkjl 
might  be  cut  to  pieces  j  and  further  apprehended,  that 
by  advancing  in  force  upon  the  weftern  road,  they  might 
poflibly  head  that  part  of  the  enemy  which  marched 
down  upon  the  eaftern,  and  fo  unexpe&cdly  poflefs 
themfelves  of  Newport.  Had  this  meafure  been  ad<^- 
cd,  the  Americans  would  probably  have  gained  very 
great  advantages,  as  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  on 
the  weftern  road  confiftcd  only  of  the  Heffian  chaffeurs 
and  the  Anipa^h  regiments  of  Voit  and  Seaboth  under 
gen,  Lofsberg,  On  the  eaft  road  was  gen.  Smith  widi 
the  asd  and  43d  regiments,  and  the  flank  companies  of 
the  jSth  ^d  54th.  To  the  latter  were  c^pofed  coL 
Henry  B.  Livingfton  and  his  light  troops ;  to  the  former 
lieut.  col.  Laurens  with  his.  The  enemy's  fuperiority 
in  numbers  obliged  each  to  give  way,  but  a  retreiadng 
fire  was  kept  up  with  the  greateft  order.  The  advanced 
corps  being  reinforced,  they  gave  the  enemy  a  check, 
naade  a  gaHantrefiftance,  and  at  length  repulfed  them* 
But  the  Britilh  commander  fending  reinforcjeoients  to 
both  Lofsbffrg  ^d  Smidi,  the  Americans  were  obliged 
to  retire  ni^  to  the  front  line  of  the  main  army,  which 
was  drawn  up  in  order  of  batde.  The  Briti0i  advanced 
very  near  to  the  American  left,  but  were  repuUed  by 
Giover,  and  retired  to  Quaker-hill.  The  royal  troops 
foon  avaikd  themfelves  of  two  heights  on  Sullivan's 
righ; ;  wh^re  they  placed  fevcral  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
began  abovt  nine  o'clock,  a  fevere  cannonade  on  a  re- 
doubt, an,  advanci^d  poft  pn  his  right,  which,  wa«  return- 
ed with  double  fqrce.  Skirmilhing  continued  badroen 
'  the  advanced  parties  until  near  ten  -,  when  two  Bntiflt 
flqop^  of  war  and  otheir  armpd  velTels,  harvii^  gmtdhk 
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fight  flank  and  began  a  fire,  their  aflbciates  on  land  '77^? 
bent  their  force  that  way,  endeavoured  to  turn  Sullivan's 
right  under  cover  of  the  Ihips,  and  to  take  his  advanced 
redoubt ;    which  brought  on  a  warm  and  brilk  fire  of 
mulketry  between  the  contending  parties,  that, was  kept 
tip  by  each  fide's  throwing  in  reinforcennents,   till  the 
a6tion  becanne  in'  fome  degree  general,  .and  near  iloo 
Americans  were 'engaged.     The  laft  ofthefe  t^  were 
fent  forward,  got  up  juft  in  time  to  prevent  the  fucceft' 
of  the  enemy,  who  were  making  their  third  effort  t^ 
take,  the  redoubt :  but  they  were  broken,  and  retreated 
to  the  heights  in  great  cbnfufion,  leaving  on  the  fidd 
many  of  their  killed  and  wounded.    After  the  retreat^  ..    , 
the  field  of  battle  could  not  be  approached  by  pither 
party,  Without  being  expofed  to  the  cannon  of  the  othe? 
army.    The  heat  of  the  aftion  was  from  two  tiH  near 
three  o'clock  m  the  afternoon.     The  firing  of  artillery    . 
'  continued  through  the  day';  the  muflatry  with  internuf- 
fion  fix  hours.    The  Americans  make  their  lofs  in  killed 
30,  in  wounded  132,  and  in  miffing  44.    "The  BritiHi 
account  rriakes  their  killed  38,  wounded  210,  ^d  milir 
fihg  12.  '  <j en.  Greene  in  a  letter  to  the  commander  irx 
thief  faid,'  "  Our  trciops  behaved  with  great  fpirit,  and 
the  brigade  of  militia  under  gen.  Eovell,  advanced  with 
great  refolution,  and  in  good  order,  and  ftood  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  with  great  firmnefs.    Lieut,  col.  Living- 
tlon,  c6l.  Ja'ckfon,  and  col.  H.  B,  Livingftoh,  did  them- 
felves  great  honor,  in  the  tranfaftions  of  the  day,  but  it 
is  hot  in  my  power  to  do  juftice  to  coL  Laurens,  who 
afted  both  the  genef al  and  partizan*     His  command  ctf 
regular  troops  was  fmall,  but  he  did  every  thing  poffiblb 
to  be  done  by  their  numbers.'*    The  bri|;ade  yftd^r  gen, 
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i778.Lovcll  belonged  to  the  Maflachufetts.  Greene  who 
commanded  in  the  attack  did  himfelf  the  higheft  honor 
by  the  judgment  and  bravery  he  exhibited.  He  attend- 
ed ftriftly  to  the  adion  the  whole  time,  watching  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  where  to  throw  in  the  ne- 
ceflary  reinforcements.  Gen.  Sullivan  the  next  morn- 
ing received  advice,  that  lord  Howe  had  again  failed, 
that  a  fleet  was  off  Block  Ifland,  and  that  d'Eftaihg 
could  not  come  fp  fppn  as  he  expefted,  on  which  it  was 
concluded  tp  evacuate  Rhode  Ifland.  The  fentries  of 
both  armies  being  withjn  400  yards  of  each  other,  the 
.  greateft  attention  was  requifite.  To  cover  the  defign 
|0b  pf  retreating,  a  number  of  tents  were  bfought  forward, 
and  pitched  in  fight  of  the  enemy,  and  the  whqie  army 
employed  in  fortifying  the  camp.  At  the  iame  time 
the  heavy  bs^gage  and  fl:ores  were  falling  back  .and  Crof- 
fing  through  the  bay.  At  dark  the  tents  were-  ftruck, 
the  light  baggage  and  troops  pafled  down,  and  by  twelve 
o'clock  the  main  army  had  crofled.  It  was  about  that 
time  when. the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  arrived  from  Bof- 
ton»  He.yas  mofl:  fenfibly  mortified  that  he  was  not  in 
.the  aftion.  That  he  might  not  be  out  of,  the  w^y  in 
cafe  qf  pne,  he  had  rpde  from  the  ifland  to  Boflion, 
near  yp  miles  difl:ant,  in  feven  hours,  and  returned  in 
fix  and  a  half.  He  got  back  tifne  epough  to  bring  off 
the  picquets, .  and  other  parties,  that  covered  the  retreat 
.of  the  army,  which  he  did  in.  excellent  .order :  not  k 
rnan  w^s  left  behind,  nor  the  fmallefl:  article  loft.  Thfe 
honor  arifing  frpm  {p  good  a  i^treat,  though  great,  did 
not  compenfate  for  the  fore  difappointmenc  gen.  Sulliv 
van  met  with,,  when  in  full  expeftation  of  taking  New- 
port.   The  place  muft  have  fallen  had  not  cpunt  d'Ef- 

taing 
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nung  left  the  harbour;  or  had  he  returned  after  chafing X77^' 
lord  Howe  to  a  confiderable  diftance.     The  glory  of 
yanquilhing  a  Britifh  fquadron,  and  of  obtaining  a  tri-  . 
umph  over  a  firft  rate  naval  officer,  and  a  country  againft 
which  he  had  a  perfonal  aniniofity  (though  in  profpeft 
only)  tempted  hinn  as  may  be  thought,  into  a  fituation 
that  proved  the  ruin  of  the  principal  objeft  in  view,  when 
he  fteered  from  before  Sandy  Hook  for  Newport,  and 
agreed  upon  a  co-operation  with  Sullivan's  army.     The 
fleet  off  Block  Ifland  was  bound  for  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
had  on  board  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  about  4000  troops. 
Sir  Henry  hoped  to  have  effefted  a  landing,  fo  as  to 
have  made  Sullivan's  retreat  very  precarious,  but  the 
latter  was  completed  the  night  before  his  arrival.     The  Sept. 
day"  after.  Lord  -Howe,  who  had  changed  his  courfe     *• 
upon  hearing  that  d'Eftaing  had  left  Rhode  Ifland,  ar- 
rived off  the  entrance  of  Bofton  port  in  the  evening. 
Upon  obferving  the  pofition  of  the  French  fleet,  and 
^deeming  every  attenript  againft  them  ineligible,  he  left 
the  Bofton  coaft  the  next  morning :  but  his  appearance 
in  and  ftanding  up  the  bay  to  the  entrance  of  the  port, 
Ipread  a  prodigious  alarm.    Sir  Henry  being  difappoint- 
ed,  returned  for  New  York ;  but  ofF  New  London  left 
the  fleet,  with  direftions  to  gen.  Grey  to  proceed  to  Bed- 
ford and  the  neighbourhood,  where  feveral  American 
privateers  reforted,  and  a  number  of  captured  flilps  lay. 
They  reached  the  place  of  deftination  on  the  fifth  of    5, 
Septembers  the  troops  were  immediately  landed,  and 
between  fix  in  the  evening  and  twelve  the  following  day, 
deftroyed  about  70  fail  of  fliipping,  befide  a  number 
of  fmall  craft.     They  alfo  burnt  the  magazines,  wharfs, 
ftorcsj,  warehoufes,  veflils  pa  the  flocks,  all  the  dwelling 

houfe^ 
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»77*»  TioxiTes  at  M'Pherfon's  wharf,  and  the  principal  part  of 
the  hbufcs  at  the  head  of  the  river,  together  With  the 
mills  and  fomc  houfes  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river.  Bed- 
ford, or  as  it  is  frequently  called  Dartniouth,  lufFered 
to  the  amount  of  near  ao,oool.  fterling  in  ratable  pro- 
perty, viz.  buildings.  The  other  articles  deftroyed  were 
worth  a  much  more  confidcrable  fum.  The  troops 
proceeded  from  thence  to  Martha's  Vineyard,  where 
they  deftroyed  a  few  veffels,  and  made  a  requifitioh  of 
the  militia  arms,  the  public  money,  300  oxen,  and 
10,000  fheep,  which  was  complied  with.  The  lafl:  contri- 
bution was  a  moft  defirable  one,  and  afforded  a  grate- 
ful repaft  to  thoufands  upon  being  lafely  conveyed  to 
New  York. 

Here  let  me  clofe  our  account  of  military  operations, 
with  an  extrad  from  gen.  Wafhington^s  letter  of  Au- 
girft  the  20th,  and  then  attend  to  the  negotiations  of 
'  the  Britifli  commiffioners  and  the  a6ts  of  congrels.  His 
excellency  thus  expreflcd  himfelf — "  It  is  not  a  litdc 
pfeafing,  nor  kfs  wonderful  to  contemplate,  that  after 
two  years  manoeuvring  and  undergoinjg  the  ftrangeft 
viciffitudes,  that  perhaps  ever  attended  any  one  coifteft 
fince  riie  creation,  both  armies  are  brought  back  to  the 
very  point  they  fet  out  from,  and  that  what  was  the 
offending  party  in  the  beginning,  is  now  reduced '  td 
the  ufe  of  the  fpade  and  pick-axe  for  defence.  The, 
hand  of  Providence  has  been  fo  confpicuous  in  all  this^^ 
that  he  muft  be  worfe  than  an  infidel  that  lacks  faidi,. 
and  more  than  wicked  that  has  not  gratitude  enough  to" 
acknowledge  his  obligations." 

Governor  Johnftone,   meaning  to  avail  himfelf  of 
former  connexions,  endeavoured  to  commence  or  ^tieW: 

apri* 
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a  jM"ivate  corrd^ondencc,  with  feveral  tnembers  of  con-  ^77^ 
grefs,  and  other  pedbns  of  confidcration.  In  his  letttlrs 
to  them  he  ufed  a  freedom  with  the  authority  under 
which  he  afted,  not  cuftonmry  with  thofe  intrufted  fwdi 
delegated  power,  and  afforded  fuch  a  degree  of  appro^ 
baticMi  to  the  conduft  of  the  Americans  in  the  paft  re- 
fiftance  which  they  had  made, ,  as  is  feldom  granted  by 
negotiators  to  their  opponents.  In  a  letter  to  Jo{<^ 
Reed  efqj  of  April  the  nth,  he  faid— "  The  m^iwho 
can  be  inftrumental  in  bringing  us  all  to  aft  once  nwi* 
in  harmony,  and  to  unite  together  the  various  powers 
which  this  conteft  has  drawn  forth,  will  deferve  more 
from  the  king  and  people,  from  patriotifm,  humanhy 
and  all  the  tender  ties  that  are  affcfted  by  the  quarnd 
and  reconciliation,  than  ever  was  yet  beftowed  on  hunfian 
kind."  On  the  i6th  of  June  he  wrote  to  Robert  Mor^ 
I1&  efq;-— "  I  believe  the  men  who  have  conduftcd  the 
affairs  of  America  uncapable  of  being  influenced  by  im^ 
proper  motives  j  but  in  all  fuch  ^ranfaftions  there  is  rilk^ 
and  I  think  that  whoever  ventures  fhould  be  fecurcd  §  , 
at  the  fame  time,  diat  honor  and  emolument  ftiould  na* 
turally  follow  the  fortune  of  thofe  who  have  fleered  the 
veflcl  in  the  ftorm,  and  brought  her  fafely  to  port.  I 
think  Wafhington  and  the  prefident  have  a  right  to 
every  fevor  that  grateful  nations  can  beftow,  if  they  could 
once  more  unite  our  interefl,  and  fpare  the  miferies  and  t„„^' 

*  June 

dei^flarions  of  war."  On  Sunday  the  2ift  of  June,  2u 
Mr*  Reed  received  a  writtjcn  meffage  from  |V[rs.  Fergu- 
fon,  expreffing  a  defire  to  fee  him  on  bulinefs,  whicte 
could  not  be  committed  to  writmg.  'On  his  attending 
ia  the  evenii^  agreeaUe  to  her  aj^xnntment,  after fbme 
previous  converiatioDy  iht  enlai^ed  upon  the  great  ta« 

lents 
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'77''  lents  and  amiable  qualities  of  gov.  Johnftone,  and  added, 
that  in  fevcral  converfations  with  her,  he  had  expreffed 
the  moft  favorable  fentiments  of  Mr.  Reed  ;*  that  it 
was  particularly  wifhed  to  engage  his  intereft  to  pro- 
mote the  objefts  of  the  Britifh  commiffioners,  viz.  'a 
re-union  of  the  two  countries,    if  confident  with  his 
principles  and  judgment ;  and  that  in  fuch  cafe  it  could 
not  be  deemed  unbecoming  or  improper  in  the  Britifli 
government  to  take  a  favorable  notice  of  luch  conduft; 
and  that  in  this  inftance  Mr.  Reed  might  have  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  and  any  office  in  the  colonies  in 
his  majefly's  gift.     Mr.  Reed  finding  an  anfwer  was  ex- 
I    pedted,  replied — "  /  am  not  worth  purcbqfingy  but  Jucb 
!    as  I  am  the  king  of  Great  Britain  is  not  rich  enough  to  do 
it"    However  right  the  principles  might  be,  on  which 
I  .     this  infinuaring  fcheme  of  conciliation  was  adopted,  its 
9.      cfie&s  were  untoward.     On  the  9th  of  Jiily,  congrefs 
ordered—"  That  all  letters  received  by  members  of 
congrefs  from  any  of  the  Briufti  commiffioners  or  their 
agents,  or  from  any  fubjeft  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
of  a  public  nature,  be  laid  before  congrefs."     The  above 
letters  being  communicated,  and  Mr.  Reed  making  a 
Aug.  declaration  of  what  has  been  above  related,  .  congrefs 
'»•     refolved  that  the  (ame  ^^  cannot  but  be  confidered  as 
I  direft  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  congrefs— rThat 
/    as   congrefs  feel,   fo  they  ought  to .  demonfb^tc,  the 
highefl:  and  mofl:  pointed  indignation  againfl  fuch  daring 
and  atrocious  attempts  to  corrupt  their  integrity-— And 
that  it  is  incompatible  with  the.  honor  of  congrefs  to. 
'  hold  any  manner  of  correfpondence  or  intercourfc  with 
the  faid  George  Johnftone  cfq;  efpeciaiiy ;  to  iiegotiatei 
with  hini  upon  affairs  in  which  the  caule  .of  iiberty  is ; 
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concerned."    Their  proceedings  in  this  bufinefs  wcrc»77** 
expreffed  in  the  form  of  a  declaration,  a  copy  of  which 
was  ordered  to  be  figned  by  the  prefidcnt  and  fent  by 
a  flag  to  the  commiflioners  at  New  York.    This  decla-      \ 
cation  drew  out  an  exceeding  angry  and  vehement  one       ; 
from  the  gentlenfen  in  queftioii,  in  which  the  immediate        ' 
operations  of  paffion  were .  rather  too  apparent.    The 
tone  of  his  publication  accorded  but  badly  with  the  high 
and  flattering  eulogiums  which  he  had  fo. lately  bellowed 
on  the  Americans,  in  tbofe  very  letters  which  were  the 
fubjeft  of  the  prefent  contefl:.     It  was  dated  the  26th  ^^ 
of  Auguft,  and  tranfmitted  to  congrefs:  together  with 
a  declaration  of  the  fame  date  from  lord  Carlifle,  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  and  Mr.  Eden,  which  went  to  a  .total        j 
and  folemn  difavowal,  fo  far  as  related  to  the  prefent       { 
fubjeft,  of  their  having  had  any  knowledge,  diredtly  or        « 
indiredly,  of  thofe  matters  fpecified  by  congrefs.     The       ! 
declarations  were   accompanied  by  a  requifition  from 
the  three  laft  named  commiflioners  relpefting  the  troops 
lately  ferving  under  gen.  Burgoyne,  in  which  they  offered 
to  ratify  the  convention,  and  required  permiflTion  for  the  ^^^^ 
embarkation  of  the  troops.      But   congrefs  refolved,    4» 
^*  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention,  which  may 
be  tendered  in  confequence  of  powers,  which  only  reach 
that  c^fe  by  conflruftion  and  implication,  or  which  miay 
fubgeft  whatever  is  tranfafted  relative  to  it  to  the  future 
approbation  or  difapprobation  of  the  parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  congrefs." 

When  all  hope  of  further  negotiation  with  congreft 
was  at  an  end,  the  commiflioners  direfted  their  future 
publications  in  the  manner  of  appeals  to  the  people  at  '• 
large ;  whereby  they  feemingly  realised  the  charge  re* 

'2  peatcdly 
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'77^-pcatcdIy  made,  that  their  only  objea  was,  under  the  in- 
fidious  appearance  of  conciliation,  to  excite  either  a  fe- 
paration  among  the  colonies,  or  the  people  to  tumults 
againft  their  relpeftive  governments.     Congrefs  not  only 
permitted,  but  forwarded  the  republilhment  of  all  mat- 
ters upon  the  fubjedtj  while  diflfercnt  American  writers 
undertook  to  obviate  the  efiefb,  which  the  publications 
iffiied  by  the  commiffioners  might  have  upon  the  body 
of  the  people.    The  ftmngeft  argument   which  the 
Americans  advanced  upon  the  occafion  was,  that  they 
had  already  concluded  a  iblemn  treaty  with  Frafice-  for 
the  eftablilhment  and  on  the  footing  of  their  indepen^ 
dence ;  that  ftiould  they  break  their  faith  with  France, 
they  would  forfeit  their  credit  with  all  foreign  nations, 
be  cdnfidered  as  faithlefs  and  infamous,  and  fot  ever- 
more be  cut  off  from  even  the  hope  of  foreign  fuccour  j 
and  that  at  the  fame  time  they  fliould  be  thrown  on  the- 
mercy  of  thofe,  who  had  already  puriued'  every  mea?-* 
fure  of  fraud,  force,  cruelty  and  deceit,  for  their  de- 
flrudion ;  as  neither  the  king,  the  minifters,  nor  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Britain,  would  be  under  the  necefEty  of 
ratifying  any  one  condition  which  they  agreed  upon  witJi 
"^ .   the  qommiflioners  5  or,  if  they  even  found  it  neceflkry 
to  ratify  them  for  prefent  purpofes,  it  would  be  only  to 
call  a  new  parliament  and  .then  to  undo  the  whole* 

The  appeals,  of  the  xrommifTioners  to  the  people  prov*- 

ing  ineffedual,   they  changed  their  conduft  and  dc- 

"      nounced  hoftility  and  deffaiiftion,  in  their  moft  tertific- 

Qg^  forms,  to  thofe  who  had  rejeded  conciliation  and  fiieiid- 

3«      ihip.    They  publUhed  a  fignal  valediftory  manifirflo  and 

proclamation ;  and  therein  warned  the  people  of  the  total 

and  material  change  which  was  to  take  place  in  the 

future 
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future  conduft  of  hoftilities,  ftiDuld  they  ftill  perfeverc  x77ti 
in  their  obftinacy ;  and  more  efpeciaUy  as  that  was  fai4 
to  be  founded  upon  the  pretended  alliance  with  France. 
The  Americans  were  virtually  threatened  with  all  the 
extremes  of  war,  and  to  have  their  country  defolated* 
Be  it  noted  that  *^  The  conceffions  made  in  the  mani- 
fcfiio  and  proclamation  by  the  commiflioners,  contain  ^ 
renunciation  of  every  principle  upon  which  the  king*$ 
nunifters  have  pretended  to  juflrify  the  foundation,  or 
the  purfuit  of  any  one  objeft  of  the  war.    Thus  the  irre- 
trievable difgrace  of  having  waged  a  cruel  war  for  ua- 
juflifiable  and  deftrudbive  ends,  is  fixed  upon  Britain,  l^ 
a  public  avowal  upon  principle,  that  the  terms  offered 
by  America  in  1774,  before  the  war,  ought  to  have  been 
accepted  as  foundations  of  peace,  from  their  own  in- 
trinfic  equity  and  qierit,  as  being  more  beneficial  to  the 
mother  country  and  more  fafe  to  all  parties  *."     Several 
packages  of  manifeftos,    which  enclofed    a    number 
tranflated  into  the  German  language,  and  one  printed  oa 
vellum  and  figned  by  lord  Carlifle,  Sir  Henry  Clintoa 
and  Williai;n  Eden  efq;  were  made,  up  in  order  to  he 
^ent  wjth  flags  to  congrefs  and  the  particular  ftates  in  the 
union.     Congrefs  upon  being  informed  of  it,  declared:  '^* 
that  the  agents  employed  to  diftribute  the  faid  papers; 
were  not  entitled  to  proteftion  from  a  flag,  while  engaged, 
in  the  profecution  of  fuch  nefarious  purpofes;  and  rc-» 
commended  it  to  the  feveral  ftates  to  fecure  and  kcqjj . 
th^m  in  clofe  cuftody,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  print  the 
manifeftos  in.  the  newspapers,  to  convince  the  pi^ople     = . 
of  the  infidious  defigns  of  the  commiffipners. .  They^  39. 
alfo  publiflied  a  manifefto  on  their  part,  in  which  t^iey.,  t 

♦  Hartlc/r 

com- 
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1778.  compkined  bitterly  of  the  mode  praftifedby  the  Britilh 
in  carrying  on  the  war,  of  the  treatment  their  fbldiers 

■  and  Tailors  had  met  with,  and  of  their  meanly  aflailing 
the  reprefentatives  of  America  with  bribes,  with  deceit, 

'  and  the  fervility  of  adulation.  After  other  charges,  ex- 
prefled  in  the  fevereft  language,  they  concluded  with 
folemnly  declaring — ^'  If  our  enemies  prefume  to  exe- 
cute their  threats,  or  perfift  in  their  prefent  career  of 
barbarity,  we  will  take  fuch  exemplary  vengeance  as 
fhall  deter  others  from  a  like  conduft.  We. appeal  to 
that  God  who  fearcheth  the  hearts  of  men,  foif"  the  rec-» 
titude  of  our  intentions ;  and  in  his  holy  prefence  dc-' 
clare,  that  as  we  are  not  moved  by  any  light  and  hafty 
fuggeftions  of  anger  or  revenge,  fo,  through  every  pof- 
fible  change  of  fortune,  we  will  adhere  to  this  our  de-' 
termination." 

The  commiflion  has  been  attended  with  the  Angular' 
circurriftance  of  a  letter  from  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  to 
the  earl  of  Carlifle,  challenging  that  nobleman,  asfirft 
commiflioner,  to  the  field,  there  to  anfwcr  in  his  own 
perfon,  and  in  fingle  combat,  for  fome  harlh  refledHon 
on  the  conduft  of  the  French  court  and  nation,  which 
appeared  in  thofe  public  inftruments, '  that  he  and  his 
brethren  had  ifiued  in  their  political  capacity.  The  in- 
experience and  heat  of  youth  hurried  him  into  this  im- 
propriety againft  the  advice  of  his  warmefl:  American 
friends,  who  forefaw  that  his  challenge  would  of  neccflity 
be  flighted. 

The  other  proceedings  of  congrefs,  which  have  been 
pafled  over,  while  the  negotiation  has  been  confidercd, 
are  now  to  be  related. 

Congrefs 
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Congrefs  being  convinced  by  experience^  that  the  tt^  itjl, 
gulation  of  prices  was  an  evil,  and  increafed  inftead  of 
leffenmg  the  difficulties  it  was  meant  to  cure,  rccom-* 
mended  in  the  beginning  of  June,  to  the  feveral  legifla^ 
tures  that  had  adopted  the  mctfure,  the  lu^nfion  or 
repeal  of  their  laws  for  that  purpofe*  The  comrriiflary 
general,  col.  Wadfworth,  had  no  hope  of  feeding  the 
army,  while  the  regulating  afts  prevailed.  Before  the 
recommendation  it  was  fupplied  by  a  violation  of  the 
a<5ls,  or  by  contrafts  made  ere  they  took  place.  Con-  ^^^ 
greis  adjourned  to  meet  the  Thurfday  following  at  the  ftate- 
houfe  in  Philadelphia.  When  a  fufficient  number  of  ftates  ,• . 
were  reprefented,  they  had  before  them  a  packet  of  letters  7, 
which  had  paffed  between  gen.  Heath  and  gen.  Phillips^ 
confequcnt  to  the  death  of  lieut.  Richard  Brown  of  the 
aift  Britifh  regiment  belonging  to  the  convention  troops 
at  Cambridge.  He  determined  upon  pafling  xht  line; 
on  the  17th  of  June  (in  a  chaife,  between  two  women 
of  eafy  virtue)  contrary  to  general  orders.  The  fentry 
upon  flopping  him  was  treated  with  contempt.  The 
lieutenant  would  go  on  without  affigning  any  realbn, 
though  repeatedly  ordered  to  flop,  on  which  the  fentiy 
fliot  him  through  the  head  at  Profpeft  hill.  The  laniP 
guage  of  Phillips's  letter  upon  the  occafion  was  fb  of* 
fcnfive,  that  Heath  confined  him  to  his  quarters,  undct 
a  guards  and  infilled  on  his  figning  a  new  parole. 
Thcfe  meafures  produced  other  letter^  pro  and  coru 
The  whole  were  fubmitted  to  the  infpcftion  of  congccfe, 
who  approved  of  Heath's  condudt 

.    They  had  before  them  a  paper  from  Mr.  Gerard,    g^ 
wherein  he  thanked  them  for  the  quick  difpatch  with 
which  they  had  provided  for  the  firft  wants  of  the  French 
.    Vol.  III.  N  fquadrQ^jf 
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^77  8-  fquadrdn  i  it  was  accompanied  with  a  memorandum  of  rfxc 
provifions  that  would  be  further  wanted.  Congrefi 
i  meaning  to  procure  it  upon  the  eafieft  terms,  appointed 
a  committee  to  make  the  purchafes ;  but  Mr.  Chafe, 
one  of  the  Maryland  delegates,  improved  the  knowledge 
his  feat  fccured  him,  for  direfting  in  feafon  a  private 
'  acquaintance  to  buy;  and  thereby  counterafted  the  com- 
mittee fo  efFe6tually,  that  they  could  not  anfwer  the  end 
of  their  appointment.  It  is  no  Extravagant  conjefture, 
that  Mr.  Chafe  fliared  in  the  profits  made  by  his  com*- 

» 

munications. 
Aug.  The  honorable  fieur  Gerard  was  introduced  to  an 
audience  by  two  members  of  congrefs  appointed  for  the 
purpofe,  and  being  feated  in  his  chair,  his  fecretary  de- 
livered to  the  prefident  a  letter  from  his  moft  chriftian 
majefly,  informing  his  very  dear  great  frmds  and  allies^ 
that  he  had  nominated  the  fieur  Gerard,  tq  refidc  among 
them  in  the  quality  of  minifter  plenipotentiary.  The 
minifter  was,  after  the  reading  of  it,  announced  to  the 
houfe ;  whereupon  he  arofe  and  addrcffed  congreis  in  a 
Ipeech,  which  when  finilhed  in  the  French  language, 
lyas  delivered  by  his  fecretary  to  the  prefident;  to  which 
the  latter  returned  Bn  anfwer  in  Englifti.  A  profufion 
cff  compliments  pafled  upon  the  occafion,  in  the  hear-* 
k)g  and  prefence  of  a  numerous  audience  \  for  the  vice- 
prefident,  the  fupreme  executive  council,  the  Ipeaker 
and  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  were  invited  to  be  there  j 
afid  each  member  of  congrefs  had  the  liberty  of  giving 
two  tickets  for  the  admittance  ,of  other  perfons.  An 
^,  entertainment  given  by  congrefs  to  the  fieur  Gerard, 
clofed  the  novel,  important,  and  joyful  tranlkftions  of 
thf  day.  9    :  '   .   .    • 

V  ■   .  -  '  Cofl|gi:e& 


Cott^efs  refolved  tiporr  an  af)|)lication  to  Sit  HTcnty  if^^z 
Clinton  fo^  pafljports  to  Amdricin  vcffek  to  tranfport  pro-  ^^P^* 
vifions  and  fuel  to  fioftori  fbr  the  ufe  of  the  conVcntionr 
troops;   and  that  if  fifch  paftports  wire  not  granted 
within  three  days  after  application,  or  meafures  adopted 
by  him  for  fupplying  them  4)y  the  5th  of  Odlober,  the/ 
Would  deem  themfelves  juftifiable  in  removing  the  fard 
troops  to  fuch  parts  of  the  United  States  as  they  can 
be  beft  fubfifted  in.     The  applications  to  Sir  Henry 
having  had  no  efFeft,   they  refolved  oh  the  i6th  of 
Oftober,  that  the  neceffary  fteps  fhould  be  taken  for 
removing,  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  the  convention  pri-/ 
foners  to  Charlotte-ville,  in  Albemarle  county,  Virginia. 

Congrefs  proceeded  to  the  elcftion  of  a  minifter  ple-»  lA*  \ 
jiipoteritiary  to  the  court  of  iFrance,  and  the  ballots  being  I 
taken,  Doftor  Benjamin  Franklin  was  eledked.  In  their  ' 
inftruftions  to  him  on  the  l6th  of  Oftober,  he  i/^as  di-4 
refted  to  obtain,  if  poflible,  the  French  king's  confenc 
toT  expunging  from  the  treaty  of  commerce  the  iitiv 
and  lath  articles,  as  inconfiftenf  with  that  equality  and 
reciprocity  which  form  the  beft  fecurity  for  perpetuating 
the  whole.  The  marquiif  de  la  Fayette  had  enti^red  into 
arrangements  with  congrefs  for  GO-ope}f ating  with  tho 
court  of  France  in  an  expedition  ajgainft  Canada ;  thef 
plan  of  which  the  doftor  Was  alfo  to  lay  before  the  mi- 
nifter. It  was  propofed  that  4  or  5000  French  troops 
fhould  be  fent  to  affift  in  the  bufinefs.  The  marquis*^ 
attachment  to  the  American  caufe  and  thirft  for  glory, 
would  naturally  engage  him  *  in  fuch  a  projeft  (wherein 
he  would  be  likely  to  hold  \  confiderable  command) 
with  the  utmoft  purity  of  intention.  But:  how  far  Mr. 
Gerard  might  artfully  infinuate  the  firft  idea  into  his? 

N  a  mind. 
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1778,  mind,  in  expe£btion  of  introdudng  a  larger  body  of 
French  troops  into  Canada  for  diftant  political  purpofcs; 
to  which  the  marquis  was  a  total  ftranger,  'cannot  be 
eafily  afcertained.  The  do6tor  was  to  inculcate  the  cer- 
tainty of  ruining  the  Britift  fifliery  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  and  confequendy  the  Britifh  marine  by 
rediucing  Halifax  and  Quebec.  The  importance  of  llich 
rcduftion  to  France  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  America  on 
the  other,  was  ftated. 

The  following  obfervadons  on  the  finances  of  Ame- 
rica were  likewife  to  be  communicated  to  the  French 
minifter. 

.  *'  At  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it  was  obvious 
that  the  permanent  revenues  and  refources  of  Great 
Britain  muft  eventually  overbalance  the  fudden  and  im- 
petuous Tallies  of  men  contending  for  freedom  on  the 
ipur  of  the  occafion,  without  regular  difcipline,  deter- 
minate plan,  or  permanent  means  of  defence.— America 
havmg  never  been  much  taxed,  nor  for  a  condnued 
length  of  time,  being  without  fixed  government,  and 
contending  againft  what  was  once  the  lawful  authority, 

,,  had  no  fundi  to  fiipport  the  war;  and  the  conteft  being 
'4  vipon  the  y^^^pic^lkm  of  taxadon,  the  levying  of  im- 

:  p0fts,  unlefs  from  the  laft  necctfity,  wouki  have  been 
madnefs. — To  borrow  from  individuals  without  any 
vifible  means  of  repaying  dicm,  while  diQ  lofs  was  cer- 
^^in  from  ill  fuccefs,  wa§  vifionary.— A  meafure  there- 
fpre  which  had  been  early  adopted,  and  thence  became 
.familiar  to  the  people,  was  purfued :  this  was  the  iffuing 
of  paper  notes  rcprefcnting  fpecie,  for  the  redemption 
of  which  the  public  faith  was  pledged.--*As  thefe  were 
to  circulate  from  hand  to  hand,  there  was  no  great  indi- 
vidual 
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vidua!  riifcunlefs  frqn\halding  them  too  long,  andno«77** 
man  refilled  to  receive  them  for  one  commodity,  while 
they  would  purchafe  every  6thcK**-This  general  credit 
however  did  not  laft  long.  It  menaped  fo  deeply  the 
views  of  our  enemies,  wUl  had  built  their  hopes  on  the 
defeat  of  our  refources,  that  i^ey  and  their  partizans 
tifed  every  effort  to  impeach  its  value.  Their  fuccefs 
in  one  inftance  of  this  kind,  alway  made  room  for  ano- 
ther, becaule  he  who  could  not  relieve  his  wants  with 
our  paper,  would  not  part  with  his  property  to  procure 
it.— To  remedy  this  evil,  the  ftates  as  loon  as  formed  \ 
into  any  Ihape  of  legiflature,  enafted  laws  to  make  the  v 
continental  paper  a  lawful  tender,  and  indeed  to  deter-  ! 
mine  its  value,  fiwng  it  by  penalties  at  the  fum  of  fpecie  I 
cxpreffcd  on  the  face  of  it.  Thefe  laws  produced  mo- 
nopoly throughout.— The  monopoly  of  commodities, 
the  interruption  of  commerce,  and  the  fucceffes  of  the 
enemy,  produced  a  depreciation :  the  laws  devifed  to 
remedy  this  evil,  either  increafed  or  were  followed  by  an 
increafe  of  it. — This  demanded  more  pl^Wtiful  emiffions, 
thereby  increafing  the  circulating  medium  to  fuch  a  de* 
gi-ee  as  hot  only  to  exclude  all  others^,  but  ftimilh  a  fuper- 
abundant  quantity  to'incrfeafe  ^the  di^pitJOiatioh.— The 
feveral  ftates,  inftead  of  Idyirig  tac^cs  tor  defray  their  owo 
private  expences,  foUowed'the  examplt  of  congrefs,  and 
iflued  notes  of  different  denominations  and  forms. 
Therefore  to  counterfeit  became  eafier,  and  the  enemy 
did  not  negleft  to  avail  themfelves  of  this  great  though 
bafe  advantage,  and  hence  arofe  a  further  depreciation. 
—Calling  the  hufbandman  frequently  to  arms,  who  had 
indeed  loft  the  incitements  to  induftry  from  the  cheap^ 
nefs  of  the  neceffaries  of  life -in  the  b^inning,  compared 

N  J  with 
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.I7?S'  with  other  articles  which  took  a  more  rapid  rife,  loon  r^ 
duced  that  abundance  which  preceded  the  war ;  this 
added  to  the  greater  confumption,  together  with  the 
ravaged  and  fubfiftence  of  the  enemy,  at  length  pointed 
the  depreciation  to  the  mc^s  of  fupporp.-^The  UTues 
from  this  moment  became  enormous,  J^nd  confcquently 
increafed  the  difeafe  from  which  they  arofe,  and  which 
muft  foon  have  become  fatal,  had  not  the  fuccefles  of 
America,  and  the  alliance  with  France,  kept  it  from 
finking  entirely.  The  certainty  of  its  redemption  being 
pow  evident,  yve  only  fuffer  from  the  qusMitity,-^Thi$ 
however  not  only  impairs  the  value  fimply  in  it&lf^  but 
as  it  calls  for  continued  large  emifllons^  io  the  certainty 
th^t  every  thing  will  be  dearer  than  it  is,,  renders  every 
thing  dearer  than  it  otherwif^  wquld  Ije  j  apd  TW  verf» 
could  we  poiTibly  abforb  a  part  of.  the  inundation  which 
overwhelms  us,  every  thing  would  be  cheaper  from  the 
certainty-  that  it  would  become  cheaper.— -The  money 
can  be  abforbed  but  three  ways.r--The  firft  is  by  taxatioDi 
which  cannot  .f each  the  evil  while  the  war  continues  j 
becaufe  the  emiffions  muft  continue,  to  fupply  what  h 
ncceflaiy  over  and  above  even  the  nominal  produce  of 
jaxes  i  and  the  taxes  cannot  be  very  productive,  by  rea^ 
.  (on  of  the  pofleflion  of  part  and  ravag^ment  of  otl^ 
parts  of  the  country  by  the  enemy ;  and  alfo  from  th^ 
/  weaHnefs  of  governments  yet  in  their  infancy,  and  not 
arrived  to  that  power,  method  and  firmnefs,  which  arc 
the  portion  of  elder  ftates.'«^The  fecond  method  is  by. 
'  borrowing,  and  is  not  efficient,  becaufe  no  intereft  can 
tempt;  men  to  lend  paper  now,  which  paid  together  with 
(hat  intereft  in  paper  a  year  hence,  will  not  probably  b^ 

worth  half  9S  roych  4$  the  principal  fum  h  at  grefcnt  ^ 

and 
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and  whenever  tte  cafe  iball  alter,  then  in  proportion  to  '^7^ 
the  depreciation  will  be  the  lofs  of  the  pubHc  in  whae 
t;hey  borrow,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  enormous  burdens 
for  which  they  muft  pay  intereft  in  ^cie,  or  what  is 
equal  to  it,  if  fo  much  as.jybat  hath  been  emitted  couldi 
be  bc^-rowed,  as  to  render  the  remainder  equaUy  valu« 
abk  with  filver.-**The  laft  method  is  by  very  confider*.. 
able  loans  or  fubfidies  in.  Europe,  and  is  the  only  mode 
at  once  equal  to  the  effect  defired,  and  free  from  the 
forgoing  exceptions ;  for  if  fuch  a  fum  is  drawn  for,  di 
the  advanced  exchange?  as  by  taking  up  the  greateii 
|Mrt  of  our  pap^r  to  reduce  the  exchange  to  par,  the 
paper  then  remaining  ^will  be  fully  appreoia^,  and  th^ 
£ura  doe  will  not  nominally,  and  therefore  in  the  evene 
not  a£lually  .exceed  its  real  v^e.-^But  to  this  modd 
there  are  objeftions :  i«  fubfidies  by  any  nieans  equal  to 
our  neceffities  can  hardly  bc^  expefted,  while  our  allies," 
being  engaged  in  a  wai?,  will  want  all  the  money  they 
earn  procure ;  and  2.  loans  cannot  probably  be  obtained 
without  good  guarantee,  or  other  fecurity  which  Ame-^ 
rica  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  procure  or  give. — But 
until  our  finances  can  be  in  a  better  fituation,  the  Wa^e 
cannot  poffibly  be  profeeuted  with  vigor ;  and  the  efforts 
made,  feeble  as  they  nouft  be,  will  be  attended  with  an 
oppreffive  weight  of  expence,  rendering  ftill  more  weak 
the  confederated  ftates.— This  will  appear  from  the 
foregoing  obfervations,  and  alfo  from  hence,  that  the 
prefent,  and  in  all  probability  the  future  feat  of  the  warj 
(that  is,  the  middle  ftates)  is  fo  exhaufted,  that  unlefs  ly^ 
the  ftrenuous  voluntary  exertions  of  the  inhabitants,  no 
great  number  of  men  can  poffibly  be  fubfifted;  and 

N  4  fiich 
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'77^*  fuch  exertions  cannot  be  expefted  without  the  temptatioh 
of  money  more  valued  than  ours  is  at  prcfent." 

Ffvc  days  before  the  date  of  the  inftniftions  above  related, 
con^efs  upon  the  application  of  the  marquis  dela  Eayettc 
granted  him  leave  to  return  to  France,  and  dire£i:ed  the 
preCdent  to  wtite  him  a  letter  of  thanks  few  chat  difin-- 
tcrefted  zeal  which  led  him  to  America,  and  for  the  fer- 
yices  he  had  rendered  to  the -United  Sutes  by  the  exer- 
tion of  his  courage  and  abilities  on  many  fignal  occa-^ 
fions.  They  alfo  ordered  Dr.  Franklin  to  caufc  an  ele- 
gant fword,  with  proper  devices,  to  be  made  and  pre- 
fented  to  him  in  the  name  of  the  United  States :  and 
crowned  the  whole  with  a  letter  recommending  him-  to 
his  mod  chriftian  majefty.  The  marquis  took  Jeave  of 
congrefe  by  letter  of  the  :z6th  of  Oftober.  •  The  .next 
0ay  when  it  was  received,  a  letter  from  the  marquis  was 
fead,  giving  an  account  of  the  brave  conduft  of  capt, 
Tonzar,  in  taJking  poflTeflion  of  a  piece  of  artillery  from 
tfhe  enemy,  in  which  aftion  he  loft  his  right  arm;  where- 
Vipon  cpngrcfs  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of  Heut.  col. 
in  tl>e  fervice  of  the  United  States,  by  breyet,  and  ap- 
pointed him  a  penfion  for  life  of  thirty  dollars  per  month. 
.    Let  us  refume  our  narration  of  military  operations. 

So  early  as  the  8th  of  February,  gen.  Schtiyler  wrot« 
to  congrefs — "  There  is  too  much  reafon  to  believe,  that 
an  expedition  will  be  formed  (by  the  Indians)  againft  the 
weftern  frontiers  of  this  ftate.  (New  York)  Virginia  and 
Pennfylvania/'  The  next  month  he  informed  tbcn>— »«  A 
number  of  Mohawks,  and  many  of  the  Onondagoes, 
Cayygas,  and  Senecas  will  commence  hoftilities  againft  us 
^  foon  a3  th^y  can  i  it  would  be  pri^dent  therefore  early  to 
tdkt  meafures  to  carry  the  war  into  their  cpuntryi  itwould 

require 
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require  no  greater  body  of  troops  todeflxoy  their  towns  ^7^ 
than  to  proteft  the  frontier  inhabitants/'  No  efFeftual  mea- 
fares  being  taken  to  reprefs  the  hoftile  fpirit  of  the  Indians, 
numbers  joined  the  tory  refugees,  and  with  thefe  com- 
menced their  horrid  depredations  and  hoftilities  upon 
the  back  fettlers,  being  headed  by  col.  Butler  and  Brandt, 
an  half  blooded  Indian,  of  (tefperate  courage,  ferocious 
and  cruel  beyond  example.  Their  expeditions  were 
carried  on  to  great  advantage,  by  the  cxz£k  knowledge  '■ 
which  the  refugees  pdffeflfed  of  every  objeft  of  their  en- 
tcrprife,  and  the  immediate  intelligence  they  received 
from  their  friends  on  the  fpot.  The  weight  of  their 
hoftilities  fell  upon  the  fine,  new  and  flourilhing  fettle- 
mcnt  of  Wyoming,  fituated  on  die  eaftern  branch  of 
the  Sufquehanna,  in  a  mod  beautiful  country  and  de- 
Bghtful  climate.  It  was  fettled  and  cultivated  withgrejtt 
ardor  by  a  number  of  people  from  Connedfcicut,  which 
claims  the  territory  as  included  in  its  original  grant 
from  Charles  IL  The  fettlement  confifted  of  eight 
town  Ihips,  each  five  miles  fquare,  beautifully  placed  on 
each  fide  of  the  river.  It  had  increafed  fo  by  a  rajpid 
population,  that  the  fettlers  fent  a  thoufand  men  to  ferve 
in  the  continental  army.  To  provide  againft  the  dan- 
gers of  their  remote  fituation,  four,  forts  were  con- 
ftrufted  to  cover  them  fi-om  the  irruptions  of  the  Indi- 
ans. But  it  was  their  unhappinefs,  to  have  a  confider- 
able  mixture  of  royalifts  among  them  -,  and  the  two 
parties  were  aftuated  by  fcntiments  of  the  moft  violent 
animofity,  which  was  not  confined  to  particular  families 
or  places  5  but  creeping  within  the  roofs  and  to  the 
hearths  and  floors  where  it  was  leaft  to  be  expcfted,, 
ferved  equally  to  poilbii  the  fiJurces  of  domeftic  fccurity 

and 
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^^'  r ..    f  '■'  'rf.    'CTtT.  :.-.ir;  .".^r:   c^n  cu^^ca  uE     ic- 

a<; '/,»./:  V/*-  ^^,.  "/  <;r^rir.y  vh^  f.i'T,  and  cttcs  srnnsi 
»r»  ^/\yf:  "f,  -ivr  -T  i^^irr  ^A  z-r^Ar  IrxlM  and  ocher  jmex* 
f»?^.  trjfu  /-.%,  Ar.  '*r»jj:ual  number  of  ftrangers  had 
c/yrrH5  Hrf/zfii;  tJ-kTrfi  •jndcr  various  prctesccs,  whnlic  be- 
havi^»ir  bf/'.arr.i^,  f/>  fiifp^cirAJS,  that  upon  being  okioi  iii> 
7kw\  ¥7Mi\i\ti\^  fi:rh  evicienfie  appeared  agunft  ferenl 
rrf  rhf rn,  </f  th^ir  a^.fir)(5  in  concert  with  the  enemv^  oo 
a  fcfif rfi^  for  fl»c  cleftriidtion  of  the  fettlemcnts,  tluc 
afv^iir  rwriify  wcrr  Cf!nr  off  to  Conncfticut  to  be  there 
irnprifonrd  and  frini  Un  tficir  lives,  while  the  remainder 
wrrr  mjif llnl,  'I  hf  Tr  meafurcs  excited  the  rage  of  the 
»*irir*  jn  j/rnflral  tri  the  mod  extreme  degree;  and  the 
tiircMfi;  formerly  ilrnoMMfXil  af^ainft  the  fcttlers,  were  now 
rrnrwnl  with  \\yyj^y^\^A  ympjcancc. 

A()  tlir  time  iipproarlini  (or  the  &ial  cataftrophe^  ^t 
Imltrtn»  praiMilinl  imnrual  rrcjuhcry.  For  fcveral  weeks 
prcvin\in  to  the  intciuJrcl  attack,  they  repeatedly  fent 
imall  |iartir»  t«)  the  rctilcmcnr,  charged  with  the  ftxongeft 
j)n»fcinun»  of  li iciuilhip.  Thclc  paitlcs,  bcfide  attempt- 
ing 


Ing  to  lull  the  people  in  fectirity,  infwered  the  purpofes  «77f» 
of  communicatirig  with  their  fHeiid$>  and  of  obferving 
the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs.  The  fcttlers  however  were 
not  infenfible  to  the  danger.  They  had  taken  the  alarm, 
and  col.  Zebulon  Buder  had  feveral  times  written  letters 
to  congrefs  and  gen.  Wafhingtoh,  acquainting  them  with 
the  danger  the  fettlement:  was  in,  and  requefting  affift- 
ances  but  the  letters  were  never  received,  having  been 
intercepted  by  the  Fenhfylvania  tories.  A  little  before 
the  inaUi  attack,  fome  fmall  parties  made  fuddcn  im^ 
00ns,  and  committed  feveral  robberies  an4  murders  i 
$ad  froim  igncM-ante  or  a  contempt  of  all  ties  whatever^ 
ma0acred  the  wifejaad  five  cluldren  of  one  of  the  par« 
fims  &nt  for  trial  ta  Cohnefticut  in  their  own  caufe. 
.  'At  length,  in  the  beginning  of  July,  the  enemy  fijd-i  Nr 
denly  appeared^  ill  ^  force  on  the  Sufquehanoa,  he»U 
^  jby  col.  John  Butler,  a  Conne£dcut  tory,  and  coufin 
to  cdL  Zeb.  Butler,  the  fecond  in  command  in  tht  fet-» 
tiement.  Ht  waid  affifted  by  nK)ft  of  thofe  leader^ 
who  had  rendered  themfelve^  terrible  in  the  pre&M 
frontier  war.  Their  force  was  about'  1600  nacn,  near  a 
fourth  Indians,  led  hf  dieir  own  chiefs :  the  others  were  • 
fo  difguiied  and  punted  as  not  to  be  diftinguiihed  from 
the  Indians,  excepting  their  ofiicers,  who  being  dreffed 
in  regimental^,  carried  the  appearance  of  regulars.  One 
of  the  fmaller  forts,  garrifoned  chiefly  by  tories,  was 
given  up  or  r^er  betrayed.  Anodier  was  taken  by 
ftorm,  and  all  but  the  women  and  children  maflacred  in 
the  moft  inhuman  nnamier. 

:  Colonel  ZeK  Buder;  leaving  a  finall  number  to  guard    h 
{on  Wilkefborough,  croffed  the  river  with  about  400 
men^  and  marched  into  Kingfton  fort^  whither  the  wo* 

men> 
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«77^*  men,  children  and  defencelefs  of  all  forte  crowded  for 
proteftion.  He  fufFcred  himfelf  to  be  enticed  by  his 
coufin  to  abandon  the  fortrefs.  He  agreed  to  march 
out,  and  hold  a  conference  with  the  enemy  in  the  open 
field  (at  fo  great  a  diftance  from  the  fort,  as  to  (hut  out 
all  poffibility  of  proteftion  from  it)  upon  their  with- 
drawing according  to  their  own  propofal,  in  order  to  the 
holding  of  a  parley  for  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty.  He 
at  the  fame  time  marched  out  about  400  men  well  arm- 
ed, being  nearly  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  garriibn,  to 
guard  his  peribn  to  the  place  of  parley,  fuch  was  his 
diftruft  of  the  enemy's  defigns. .  On  his  arrival  he  found 
nobody  to  treat  with,  and  yet  advanced  toward  the  foot 
of  the  mountain,  where  at  a  diftance  he  faw  a  flag^  the 
holders  of  which,  feefningly  afraid  of  treachery  on  his 
fide,  reared  as  he  advanced;  whilftjhc,  endeavouring 
to  remove  this  pretended  ill-imprefflon,  purfqed  dife  flajg, 
fill  his  party  was  thoroughly  enclofed,  when  he  was  fud- 
dcnly  freed  from  his  delufion,  by  finding  it  attacked  at 
once  on  every  fide.  He  and  his  men,  notwitbftanding 
the  furprifc  and  danger,  fought  with  refolution  and 
bravery,  and  kept  up  fo  continual  and  heavy  a  fire  for 
three  quarters  of  an  hour,  that  they  feemed  to  gain  a 
marlccd  fuperiority.  In  this  critical  moment,  ^  foldier 
through  a  fudden  impulfe  of  fear,  or  premeditated  trea- 
chery, cried  out  aloud-— *5  the  colonel  has  ordered  a  re- 
tt-eat."  The  fate  of  the  party  was  now  it  once  deter- 
mined. In  the  ftate  of  confufion  that  enfoed,  an  unre- 
fifted  flaughter  commenced,  while  the  enemy  broke  in 
on  all  fides  without  obftrudibn.  CoL  Zeb.  Buder,  and 
about  fcventy  of  his  inen  efcaped ;  the  latter  got  acrofs 
the  river  to  fort  W  ilkelborough,  the  colonel  made  his 
■     \       .    '  way 
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way  to  fort  Kingfton  5  which  was  invefted  the  next  day  j77^ 
on  the  land  fide.  The  enemy,  to  fadden  the  drooping'"^ 
Ipirits  of  the  weak  remaining  garrifon,  font  in  for  their 
contemplation  the  bloody  fcalps  of  a  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-fix of  their  late  friends  and  cpmrades.  They  kept 
up  a  continual  fire  upon  the  fort  the  whole  day.  In 
the  evening  the  colonel  quitted  the  fort  and  went  down 
the  river  with  his  family.  He  is  thought  to  be  the  only 
officer  that  efcaped. 

Colonel, Nathan  Dennifon,  who  fucceeded  to  the  conA-v' 
mandj  feeing  the  impofiibility  of  an  effedtual  defence, , 
went  with  a  fiag  to  coL  John  Buder,  to  know  what  terms: 
he  would  grant  on  a  fiirrender :  to  which  aj^lication  \ 
Buder  anfwered  with  more  dian  favage  phlegm  in  two  j 
fliort  words— /i&^  batehet^     Dennifon  having  dcfende4  : 
the  fort,  till  mofl:  of  the  garrifon  were  killed  or  difabled^  \ 
was  compelled  to  furrender  at  difcretion.    Some  of  the 
unhappy  perfons  in  the  fort  were  carried  away  alive ; 
but  the  barbarous  conquerors,   to  fave  the  trouble  of 
murder  in  detail,  fliut  up  the  reft  promifcuoufly  in  the 
houfes  and  barracks ;  which  having  fet  on  fire,  they  en^ 
joyed  the  favage  pleafure  of  beholding  the  whole  con- 
fumed  in  one  general  blaze. 

.  They  then  crofled  the  river  to  the  only  remaining  fort, 
Wilkefborough,  which  in  hopes  of  mercy  furrendered 
without  demanding  any  conditions.  .  They  found  about 
feventy  continental  foldiers,  who  had  been  engaged  merely 
&r  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  whom  they  butchered  with 
every  circumftance  of  horrid  cruelty.  The  remainder, 
of  the  men,  with  the  women  and  children,  were  fliut  up 
as  before  in  the  houfes,  which  being  ^fet  on  fine;  they 
pcrifhed  altogether  in  the  fiames. 

Age- 
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*77^i     A  general  fcene  of  dcvaftation  was  now  Iprcad  through 

fall  the  townfhips.    Fire,  fword,  and  the  other  different; 

;  inftruments  of  deflxuftion  alternately  triumphed.     The 

fetdenients  of  the  tories  alone  generally  efcaped,   and 

appeared  as  iflands  in  the  nnidft  of  the  furrounding  ruin. 

The  mercilefs  ravagers  having  deftroyed  the  main  ob- 

jefts  of  their  cruelty,  direfted  their  animofity  to  every 

part  of  living  nature  belonging  to  them  j  (hot  and  de- 

.  ftroyed  fome  of  their  cattle,  and  cut  out  the  tongues  of 

others,  leaving  them  ftill  alive  to  prolong  their  agonies. 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  more  fihgular  circum- 
ftances  of  the  barbarity  praftifed  in  the  attack  upon 
Wyoming.  Capt.  Bedlock,  who  had  been  taken  pri- 
foner,  being  fltipped  naked,  had  his  body  ftuck  full  of 
i|>lihters  of  pine  knots  *,  and  then  a  heap  of  pine  knots 
pUcd  around  him  j  the  whole  was  then  fet  on  fire,  and 
his  two  companions,  capts.  Ranfon  and  Durgee,  throwa 
alive  into  the  flames  and  held  down  ^ith  pitchforks* 
The  returned  tories,  who  had  at  different  times  aban- 
doned the  fettlement  in  order  to  join  in  thofe  favagc  ex- 
peditions, were  the  moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  cruelty  i 
in  this  they  refembled  the  tories  that  joined  the  Bridfh 
forces.  One  of  thefe  Wyoming  tories,  whofe  mother 
had  married  a  fecond  hufbahd,  butchered  with  his  own 
hands,  both  her,  his  father-in-law,  his  -■  own  lifters  and 
their  infant  children.  Another,  who  during  his  abfencc 
had  lent  home  feveral  threats  againft  the  life  of  his  fa- 
Acr,  now  not  only  realized  them  in  perfon,  but  was  him- 
SdS^  with  his  own  hands,  the  exterminator  of  his  whole 

^       ^FixHC  knots  are  fo  replete  with  turpentine,  that  they  are  fiicfand. 
u&d  tt  night  to  illuminate  the  room ;  and  lighted  fplinters  are  often 
,     dtnied  about  in  the  houfes  of  the  Carolina  planters  in^ad  of  candies* 

•  family. 
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family,  mother,  brothers  and  lifters,  and  mingled  their  ^^^*^ 
blood  in  one  common  carnage,  with  that  of  the  ancient 
hufband  and  father.  The.  broken  parts  and  fcattered 
relics  of  families,  confifting  nroftly  of  women  and  chi^ 
dren,  who  had  efcaped  to  the  woods  during  the  diffe- 
rent fccnes  .of  this  devaftation,  fuffered  little  lefs  than- 
their  friends,  who  had  periftied  in  the  ruin  of  their  houfes. 
Difperfed  and  wandeiing  in  the  forefts,  as  chance  and- 
fear  diredted,  without  provifion  or  covering,  they  had  t 
long  trad  of  country  to  traverfe,  and  many  without  doubt> 
periihed  in  the  woods.  But  whatever  diftreffes  and  cru* 
cities  have  been  experienced .  by  the  Wyoming  fetdcrs,' 
the  Britifti  caufe,  fo  far  from  being  ferved  by  them,  w 
much  injured,  through  the  bitter  and  lafting  refentmenc 
they  fix  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans. 

Some  expeditions  were  undertaken  on  the  (Aher  fide 
by  the  Americans.  Col.  Clarke's  through  the  Indian* 
country,  which  comn^nccd  laft  ftimmer,  is  worthy  of  par- 
ticular obfervation  from  the  fucccfsful  fpirit  of  enterprile^ 
courage  and  prudence,  with  which  it  was  conducted. 

The  colonel  left  Virginia  with  a  fmall  party  of  betwcciji' 
1  and  300  men.  fTh^  objed  in  view  was  the  reduftioa 
of  the  French  fettlemients  planted  by  the  Canadians  on 
the  Upper  Miffiffippi,  in  the  lUinois  country ;  and  at 
ia  vaft  a  diftance^  that  they  were  obliged  to  traverfe  no 
leis  than  about  1200  miks  of  an  uncultivated  and  un- 
inhabited wildemefs.  "Much  of  the  mifchief  which  had 
&llen  upon  t^  fouthem  and  middle  ftates,  from  the 
incurfions  of  the  Indians,  had  been  attributed  to  the  gov 
vempr  of  thofe  fettlements,  who  befide  ading  as  an 
agent  for  die  Briftifh  govet nment,  and  pajiing  large  rc^ 
wards  ibr  fcalps,  iod.becn  indefatigable  in  attempting.^ 

excite 


^ . « 
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*???•  excite  the  Ohio  and  Mifliffippi  Indians  to"undertake  ex- 
peditions againft  the  frontiers.  This  conduit  was  the 
motive  to  the  prefent  enterprife.  .The  party^  after  a 
long  courfe  down  the  Monongahela,  and  a  voyage  on 
the  Ohio,  arrived  at  the  great  falls  of  the  latter,  within 
about  60  miles  of  its  mouth,  where  they  hid  their  boat^, 
and  bent  their  courfe  by  land  to  the  northward.  In  this 
ftage  of  the  expedition,  after  confuming  all  the  provi* 
^n  they  had  been  able  to  carry  opt  thejr  backs,  they  en- 
dured a  hard  march  of  two  days  without  any  fuftenancc. 
,  They  therefore,  when  arrived  in  this  hungry  ftate,  about 
qiidnight,  at  the  town  of  Kaflcafkias,  were  unanimoufly 
determined  to  take  it  or  periih  in  the  attempt. 

The  town  contained  about  250  houfes,  and  was  fuf-^ 
ficiently  fortiBed.  to  have  withftood  a  much  flionger  ene«» 
my;  but  diilance  having  forbidden  all  idea  of  danger 
^mong  the  inhabitants,  of  courfe  iuperfeded  all  precau« 
tioa  againft  furprife.  Both  town  and  fort  were  taken 
without  noife  or  oppofition,  before  the  people  were  well 
awake,  and  the  Inhabitants  were  fb  efFeAually  fecured, 
tjbat  not  a  pcrfon  efcaped  to  alarm  the  neighbouring  fet* 
tlcments.  The  governor,  Philip  Rotheblave,  warfenc 
to  Virginia,  with  all  the  written  inftru£tiona  he  had  re^ 
ceived  from  Quebec,  Detroit,  and  MichiUimackinack, 
6>^  fetdng  on  the  Indians,  and  paying  them  great  re- 
wards for  the  fcalps  of  the  Americans.  The  inhabitants 
were  required  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  fort  became  the  head  quarters  of  the 
id&ors. 

A  finall  detachment  pufh^d  forward  from  t^is  place 
on  horfeback,  and  furprifed  and  took  with  as  little  dif* 
ieukyibiee  odier  French  towAS,  lying  from  fifteen  to 

about 
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about  levcnty  miks  further  up  the  Mifliflippi.     The  in-  1778, 
habitants  in  them  and  the  neighbouring  country  made 
no  difficulty  of  transferring  their  allegiance,  which  they 
would  reafonably  conclude  could  not  be  refufed  with 
fafety,  as  they  might  naturally  imagine  the  enemy  was  in 
force,  being  in  the  heart  of  the  country :  the  dangerous 
fituation  of  this  fmall  corps  in  the  inner  part  of  the  In- 
dian territory,  at  the  back  of  fome  of  the  moft  cruel  and 
hoftile  tribes,  in  the  track  of  many  others,  and  more  or 
lefs  in  the  way  of  all,  was  converted  to  peculiar  advan- 
tage, by  the  extraordinary  activity  and  unwearied  fpirit 
of  the  commander.     He  direfted  and  timed  his  attacks 
with  fuch  judgment,  and  executed  them  with  fuch  filence 
and  difpatch,  that  the  Indians  found  their  own  mode  of 
war  effeftually  turned  upon  them.     Surprifed  in  thein 
inmoft  retreats,  and  moft  fequeftered  receffes,  at  tbofc. 
times  and  feafons,  when  they  were  fcarcely  lefs  difpofed 
for  aftion,  than  unprepared  for  defence,    they  experi- 
enced in  their  own  wigwams  and  families,  that  pnex-. 
pedted  flaughter  and  deftruftion,  which  they  had  fo  fre-: 
quently  carried  home  to  others.     Upon  this  they  grew 
cautious  and  timiS ;  and  the  continual  danger  to  which 
their  families  were  cxpofed,  damped  the  ardor  of  their 
warriors  for  hoftile  expeditions. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton,  on  the  return  of  the  troops  from 
die  Bedford  expedition,  determined  upon  another  to  Egg 
harbour,  on  the  Jerfey  coaft,  where  the  Americans  had 
a  number  of  privateers  and  prizes,  and  fome  confider- 
able  fait  works.  To  draw  away  the  attention  of  th» 
Americans,  and  to  procure  at  the  fame  time  forage  an4 
frdh  provlfions  for  the  army,  lord  Gornwaljis  advanceil 
iftto  J^ey  w:ch  a  ftrong  body  of  troops,  nh^k  gw* 
iroL.  IIL  O  Knyp- 
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1 778*  Knyphaufen  advancing  with  another  divifion  of  the  ar- 
my, took  a  pofition  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  North  Rivery 
^  by  which  only  the  two  divifions  were  feparated ;  fo  tliat 
by  means  of  their  boats  they  could  unite  their  whole 
force  on  either  fide  of  it,  within  twenty-four  hours* 
Lieut,  col.  Baylor's  regiment  of  light  horfc,  with  fome  mi- 
litia, were  detached  to  watch  and  interrupt  the  foragers. 
I'he  colonel,  it  is  to  be  feared,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
under  gen^  Wynd's  command,  went  with  his  men  into 
the  mouth  of  the  Britifh,  and  there  lay  in  a  ftate  of  tm-. 
foldiery  fecurity,  which  induced  lord  Cornwallis  to  form 
a  plan  for  furprifing  the  whole.  Gen.  Grey,  with  the 
light  infantry  and  fome  other  troops,  advanced  by  night 
on  thp  left  to  furprifc  the  enemy  on  that  fide,  and  a  de- 
tachment was  made  from  Knyphaufen's  corps  on  the 
right,  which  having  pafTed  the  North  River,  intended 
fo  to  halve  cnclofed  the  whole  American  force  employed 
in-  watching  them,  as  that  few  or  none  of  them  ^ould 
have  efcaped.-  Some  deferters  from  the  cokima  on-  the 
right  prevented  the  completion  of  the  fcheme.  Thefc 
.  having  at  the  mofl;  critical  moment  roufed  the  militia 
who  lay  at  New  Taapan  under  gen.  Wynd,  afibrded 
them  the  opportunity  of  efcaping.  But  Grey  conduced 
his  divifion  with  fuch  filence  and  order,  that  they  not 
^  ^  only  cur  ofF  a  fergcant^s  patrol  ©f  twelve  men  without 
27.  noife,  but  completely  furrounded  Old  Taapan  without 
any  difcovery,  and  ferprifed  B  aylor's  horfe  afleep  and  naked 
in  the  barns  where  they  lay..  A  fevere  execution  took 
place,  and  numbers  were  dilpitched  with  the  bayonet* 
The  men  being  fo  completely  furprifed,  ;uid  incapable 
of  refiftanc*;  the  refufal  of  quarter  when  implored,  has 
led  congrefs  to  deem  the  execution  a  m?£ktrc,  a&er  re^ 
r  - ,    *  -  ceiving 
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deiving  the  bed  information  upon  oath,  that  they  could  t'j'ju 
obtain  concerning  it.  Of  about  a  dozen  wounded  foU 
diers  whd  appeared  to  give  evidence,  three  had  received 
from  nine  to  eleven  ftabs  ^ach,  of  bayonets,  in  the  breaftj 
back  and  trunk  of  the  body,  befide  feveral  wounds  in 
other  parts.  Two  others  had  received,  the  one  five,  and 
the  other  fix  ftabs  in  the  body*  However  the  admira- 
tion of  fome,  who  reafon  from  the  nature  of  the  weapon 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  ufed, .  may  be  excited  at 
thefe  men  being  able  in  about  three  weeks  time  to 
give  their  teftimony,  as  dfo  being  feemingly  in  a  fair 
way  of  recovery ;  yet  the  pofitive  evidence  given  upon 
oath  before  gov^,  Livingfton,  whofe  penetration  would 
have  detedted,  and  whofe  integrity  would  have  difcarded 
a  falie  wimefs,  will  be  credited  by  impardal  perfons. 
Baylor  himfelf  was  wounded,  but  not  dangeroufly  j  he 
loft  in  killed,  wounded  and  taken,  67  privates  out  of 
104,  befide  70  horfes.  It  is  faid,  that  Grey  ordered  no 
quarter  to  be  given,  and  that  the  charges  were  drawn, 
and  the  flints  taken  out  j  but  that  one  of  the  light  in- 
fantry captains  ventured  to  difobey  the  order,  and  gave 
quarter  to  the  whole  fourth  troop,  which  ferves  to  ac- 
count for  the  nuit)bef  of  prifbners  taken  and  carried  to 
New  York,  viz.  39  privates,  befide  a  captain,  two  fu- 
baltems,  a  volunteer,  and  the  furgeon's  mate. 

Captain  Fergufon  of  the  70th  regiment,  with  about 
300  land  forces,  were  detached  on  the  expedition  to  Lit- 
tle Egg  harbour,  under  a  proper  convoy.  They  arrived 
off  the  bar  on  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  Odober.  The  0^» 
An;iericans  had  obtained  fome  intelligence  df  the  defign,  ^* 
and  had  fuddenly  fent  out  to  fea,  fuch  of  their  priva- 
teers a$  were  in  any  degree  c^  readinefs,  to  efcape  the 
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f'ijiji,  impcnciing  darigcr.  The  larger  of  the  remaining  vet 
fels,  chiefly  pirizes,  were  hauled  up  the  river  to  CheC* 
hut-neck  about  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth.  Th« 
fmallcr  privateers  and  craft  of  different  fizes,  were  f  ar- 
fied  ftill  further  up  into  the  country.  *  The  detachment 
proceeded  to  Chefnut-neck,  burnt  the  veflfels  found 
there,  and  deftroyed  the  fettlements,  ftorehoufes  and 
*vorks  of  every  fort,  to  prevent  all  privateers  being  fitted 
out  from  thence  for  the  future.  On  their  return  they 
made  excurfiohs  into  the  neighbouring  country,  deftroy- 
ed feme  confiderable  fait  works,  as  well  as  the  houies 
and  fettlements  of  feveral  perfons,  who  had  taken  a  con- 
fpicubufly  aftive  part  on  the  fide  of  America,  or  had 
feeen  concerned  in  the  fitting  out  of  privateers. 

When  the  troops  had  rejoined  the  fquadron>  a  French 
captain  with  fome  privates,  who  had  defbrted  firom  count 
Fulafki's  legion,  gave  fuch  an  Account  of  the  careleis 
^manner  in  which  three  troops  of  horfe  and  as  many  com- 
panies of  infantry  were  cantoned,  at  only  a  few  miles 
diftance,  that  die  commanding,  officers  by  fea  and  land 
concluded  on  an  expedition  to  beat  up  their  quarters. 
They  had  the  advantage  of  convening  thetroofs  by  wa- 
ter to  "within  a  finall  diftance  of  their  deftination  i  the  de- 
ftrters  alfo  informed  them  of  an  un-guarded  bridge,  the 
pofTeffion  of  which  would  fove  in,  cafe  ef  neceffity,  cf- 
^^  feftuaHy  to  cover  their  retreat  back  to  the  vcflfels.  Two 
15. '  hundred  and  fifty  nten  were  emba^kcd,  who  afoer  rowing 
tien  miles,  landed  long  before  day  light  within  a  mile  of  fchc 
bridge,  which  they  fecwed  5  and  leaving  a  guard  in  pof- 
fefllon  of  it,  the  remain^  ;puA^  cm  and  completely 
furprifed  Puiafki*s  light  irtfantry,  and  deftroyed  about 
50  of  dient^  among  whom  wof  tbp  bavoA  de  Btft  and 
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lieutenant  de  la  Borderie.  The  attack  being  in  the  night;^  »T?*? 
little  quarter  could  be  given;  more  would  probably  have 
been  granted,  had  not  the  deferters  falfely  reported,  that, 
Pulafki  had  iffued  public,  orders  forbidding  his  corps  to 
grant  any  quarter  to  the  Britifh  troops.  The  flaughtci 
would  nc^  have  ended  fo  foon,  if  Pulaiki  had  not  on  the 
firft  alarnri  haftened  with  his  cavalry  to  fiipport  the  in* 
fentry,  which  then  kept  a  good  countenance.  The  Bri- 
tifh not  long  after  made  a  haily  retreat, .  and  returned  to 
their  boats. 

Let  me  pafe  from  hence  to  relate  a  difagreeable  dif-/ 
turbance  that  happened  in  Charleftown,  South  Carolina,; 
on  the  night  of  September  the  6th.  By  fomc  means  a  ^^' 
quarrel  commenced  on  ihore  betueen  the  American  and 
French  failors,  when  the  former  made  ufe  of  indecent| 
illiberal,  and  national  rcfle&ions  againft  the  Utter,  which 
provoked  refentment.  T^e  parties  fpon  proceeded  to 
open  hc^ilities,  when  the  French  were  ,driven  from  th^ 
town,  and  betook  themfelves  to  their  fhipping,  whence 
they  fired  with  cannon  ^nd  fraall  arips,  which  was  re- 
turned by  the  Americans  froqi  the  adjoining  wh^s  and 
ihore.  ^Several  lives  were  loft,  and  many  were  wound- 
ed. The  inhabitants  were  much  alarmed,  and  the  mi- 
litia were  obliged  to  be  imder  arms  a  great  part  of  the 
night.  Proper  meafures  were  afterward  taken  to  prer 
vent  a  repetition  of  die  like  difbrders  j  and  both  the  pre- 
fident  and  afTembly  exprefled  their  deep  concern^  that 
the  flighteft  animofijties  0iould  prevail  between  any  citi- 
zen of  America,  and  the  fobje^ts  of  their  iUuftrious  and 
good  ally. 

In  the  evening  of  the  8th,  there  was  a  violent  affray     t« 
at  Bofton  between  cmain  unknowh  perfons  and  a  num- 

O  3  ber 


198  THE     HISTORyOFTHI 

^77**bcr  of  French.  It  is  faid,  though  not  proved,  to  have 
been  begun  by  fcamen  captured  in  Britifh  veffels,  and 
fome  of  Burgoyne*s  army,  who  had  inlifted  in  privateers 
juft  ready  to  fail.  A  body  of  thefe  fellows, '  we  have 
been  told,  demanded  bread  of  the  French  bakers  cm- 

■  ■  >        •  *  ■ 

ployed  for  thefupplying  of  the  count  d'Eftaing's  fleet;  and 
being  refufed,  fell  upon  and  beat  them  in  a  mod:  out- 
rageous manner.    Two  of  the  count's  officers  attempt- 
Sept.  '^S  ^^  comppfe  the  fray  were  wounded,  the  chevalier 
15.    de  Saint  Say veur  fo  badly,  that  he  died  on  the  15th; 
and  Ae  next  day  the  Maflachufetts  houfe  of  aflcmbly 
refolved  to  ereft  a  monumental  ftone  to  his  memory. 
None  of  the  offending  perfons  having  been  difcovered, 
notwithftanding  the  reward  that  was  offered,  it  may  be 
feared  that  Americans  were  concerned  in  thcf  riot ;  vMit 
political  prudence  charged  it  upon  others,  that  lefs  um- 
brage might  be  taken  at  the  event.     The  coi|nt  was 
much  grieved  at  what  had  happened  5  but  had  too  much 
•  calmnefs  and  good  fenfe  to  charge  it  upon  the  body  of  the 
inhabitants,  who  were  no  lefs  concerned  at  it  than  him- 
ifelf s  fo  that  it  created  no  difienfions  between  them. 
On  the  aad,  the  general  court  received  the  compliments 
of  the  count  and  his  officers ;  all  of  whom  were  invited 
^5.    to  dine,  three  days  after,  at  a  public  dinnpr.     The  fleet 
had  been  6)  far  repaired,  and  fo  well  fecured  by  formid- 
able works  on  George's  iOand,  in  which  the  count  had 
mounted  near  a  hundred  heavy  qannqn,  that  they  could 
with  the  utmofl  propriety  be  abfent  upon  the  occafion. 
For  the  greater  fecurity,  the  general  court,  under  an 
ppprchcnfion  that  the  Britifh  fleet  and  army  might  move 
tl    northward  with  a  view  of  deflroyirig  the  count's 
j    1  irpo&Ifiog  themfelves  of  BoAon^  had  reiblved 
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ofi  the  19th  to  raife  a  third  of  the  militia.     Three  days  »77^ 
before  this  refolve,  admiral  Byron  arrived  at  New  York 
from  Hallifax.     His  fquadron  had  fuffered  fo  in  their 
voyage  from  Britain,  that  it  was  a  full  month  before  he 
could  fail  again,   in  order  to  obferve  d'Eftaing's  mo- 
tions.    The  count  lay  at  eafe  and  in  fafety ;  and  on  the 
:26th  of  O6lober,  entertained  a  large  company  of  gen- 
riemen  and  ladies,  whom  he  had  invited  to  dine  with- 
him  on  board  the  Languedoc.     The  entertainment  was 
highly  elegant.      A  full  length  picture  of  gen.  Walh- 
ington,  prefented  to  the  count  by  Mr.  Hancoek,  wa$ 
placed  ift  the  centre  of  the  upper  fide  of  the  room,  and 
the  frame  of  it  was  covered  with  laurels.     The  count' 
having  made  this  public  return  for  the  perfbnal  civilities, 
he  had  received  from  numbers,  fecur^d  himfelf  from 
ail  liablenefs  to  detention  by  points  of  honor :  from  a 
threatened  detention  of  another  nature,   he  had  beeii  . 
happily  relieved  in  feafon.     It  was  generally  expeded 
from  the  fcarcenefs  of  provifions  of  all  forts  at  Boflon 
and  the  neighbourhood,  that  he  would  have  encountered 
great  difficulties,  if  not  aftual  diftrefs.     The  impradti^ 
eability  of  vidualling  his  fleet  at  that  port  was  dreaded, 
even  the  fubfifting  of  it  was  doubted.     But  he  was  freed 
from  thefe  apprehenfions  by  a  fingular  fortune.     The 
New  England  cruifers  took  fuch  a  number  of  provifion 
veflels  on  their  way  from  Europe  to  JsTew  York,  as  not 
only  fupplied  the  wants  of  the  French,  but  furniflied  an 
overplus  fufficient  to  reduce  the  rates  of  the  markets  at 
Bofton.     This  feafonable  fupply  occafioned  great  tri^ 
umph  among  the  inhabitants.    The  count  being  in  hops  q^ 
of  failing  within  a  few  days,  publifhed  a  declaration  .to  28, 
jbc  fpread  ampng  the  F^nch  Canadians^  an4  addrefled 
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i77S*them  In  the  name  of  their  ancient  matter  the  French  king. 
The  defign  of  it  was  to  recall  their  aflfeftion  to  the  an- 
cient government,  and  to  revive  all  the  national  attach- 
ments of  that  people,  thereby  to  prepare  them  for  an 
invafion  cither  from  France  or  America,  and  to  raife 
their  expe^lation  of  no  diftant  change  of  mafters.  Adm» 
Byron  having  repaired  his  fleet,  appeared  oflf  Boilon 
bay  5  but  had  not  cruifed  there  long  before  he  was  over- 
taken by  a  violent  ftorm,  in  which  the  fhips  again  fuf- 
fered  fo  much,  that  they  were  glad  to  get  into  flielter  at 
Rhode  Ifland.  The  Somerfet  of  64  guns  not  being  able 
to  clear  Cape  Codd,  run  aftiore  and  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Bay-men,  who  faved  her  guns,  and  many  valu- 
able articles.  When  the  ftorm  ended,  the  wind  fettled 
in  the  north-weft,  and  blew  fair  for  carrying  the  French 
fleet  to  the  Weft  Indies;  Count  d'Eftaing  feized  die 
Noy.  opportunity,  and  failed  from  Bofton  with  his  Ihips,  tho- 
3»  Foughly  repaired,  clean  and. well  viftuailed,  and  with 
his  forces  in  full  health  and  vigor. 

The  behaviour  of  the  French  officers  and  failors,  the 
whole  time  that  thfeir  fleet  lay  in  port,  was  remarkably 
good,  far  beyond  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  before, 
when  feveral  men. of  war  were  prefent.  The  count 
made  a  point  of  alway  lying  on  board  at  night.  The 
officers  conduced  with  the  greateft  regularity  and  dc* 
corum ;  but  noticed  a  certain  coolnefe  in  the  gentlemen 
and  ladies  toward  them,  which  was  imputed  to  the.  want 
of  fo.cordial  an  affeftion  for  France  as  what  they  had 
once  entertained  for  Great  Britain,  and  had  not.  wholly 
laid  aficje  5  but  it  was  greatly  owing  to  the  fuccelsleis 
expedition  againft  Rhode  Ifland,  and  to  what  had  been 
related  concerning  them  refpefting  that  afiair.     The 
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common  failors  were  peaceably^  inclined  j  aod  engaged  ^77^ 
in  no  quarrels/  excepting  what  has  been  related,  and 
one  at  night  of  Oftober  the  5th,  in  no  wife  hiaterial  j 
and  in  neither  of  thefe  do  they  appear  to  have  been  the 
aggreflbrs.  They  neither  abufed,  nor  injured  the  towns- 
people; nor  made  themfelves  a  nuifance  by  their  ex*- 
cedes  and  diforderly  condud.  An  opportunity  at  length 
offers  for  mentioning  fome  detached  articles. 
-  The  Raleigh  frigate,  capt.  John  Barry,  failed  froi» 
Bofton  the  25th  erf  September,  and  was  taken  on  the 
a  9th,  after  bravely  engaging  for  fome  time,  and  thea 
being  run  on  an  ifland  with  a  view  to  efc^e  falling  into 
the  hands  of  two  Britiih  men  of  war.  •  ^ 

The  Pigot  Britifti  fchooner  of  eight  twelve  pounders, 
and  forty-five  men,  lying  near  Rowland's  ferry  on  thsk 
eaftern  fide  of  Rhode  Ifland,  a  plan  was  laid  for  taking 
her.  Major  Talbot,  with  a  number  of  troops  failed^a- 
the  a  5th  of  October  from  Providence  on  board  aimall 
vefTeL  It  was  not  till  the  aSth^  at  night,  <hatte  raa- 
down  through  Howland's  ferry  j  when  drifting  ^er  thaj: 
under  bare  poles,  for  fear  that  the  fort  on  Rhoae  lilalid 
Ihould  fire  upon  him  and  alaf  m  the  Pigot,  he  paiTed  on 
undifcovered  -,  and  at  half  paft  ox\p  in  the  motnlng  of 
the  29th  got  fight  of  the  fchoonen  When  but  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  her,  fhehwledHimj  and  receiving 
no  fatisfadory  anfwer,  her  marines  fked  ufpon  him  froQl 
her  quarter  deck.  He  referved  his  fire  till  he  had  itin 
his  jibb  boom  through  her  fore  (hrouds,  when  he  &ed 
fome  cannon  and  threw  in  fuch  a  volley  of  mufketry, 
loaded  with  bullets  and  buckihot,  that  the  men  on  deck 
immediately  ran  below  begging  for  quarters,  tad  thejr 
ihat  weic  below  never  made  their  appearance  on  deck. 

The 
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1778,  The  cohfequcnce  was,  Ms  men  ran  out  upon  the  jibb 
boom  and  boarded  her,  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  The 
captain  of  the  Pigot  behaved  with  the  greatcft  rcfolution, 
atnd  defended  his  veflel  in  his  Ihirt  and  drawers  for  fomc 
time,  without  a  fingle  foul  of  his  crew  to  affift  him. 
Major  Talbot's  gunnel  was  eight  feet  lower  than  the 
nettings  of '  the  fchooner.  He  carried  her  off  with  him, 
and  ran  to  Stonington.  Gopgrefs,  as  a  reward. of  his 
merit,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  a  fpirit  of  enter- 
prife,  hate  prefcntedhim  with  the  commiffion  of  lieute- 
nant colonel 

The  Maffachufctts  general  court  paffed  an  aft  in  their 
firft  feflion  to  prevent  the  return  to  this  ftate  of  certain 
pcrfons  therein  named,    and  others  who  have  left  the 
ftate,   or  either  of  the  United  States,  and  joined  the 
Britifh.    There  are  above  300  named  in  it.     In  cafe 
they  return  they  are  to  be  taken  up  and  fecured,  till  they 
can  be  tranfported  to  fome  place  within  the  ^ntiih  do- 
minions,  or  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  Britilh   forces. 
Should  they  return  after  tranfportation,  without  liberty 
firit  obtained  from  the  general  court,  they  are  to  fuffer 
death.     Among  the  perfons  thus  interdifted,  it  4s  to  be 
luppofed  there  are  many  whofe  greateft  crime  is  that  of 
having  left  the  country,  and  preferred  Britain  for  their 
place  of  refidence,  that  fo  they  might  be  exempted  from 
.  Ac-  ravages  and  terrors  of  war. 
j       The  ftate  of  Virginia  has  pafled  an  aft  for  fequeftcring 
I  *  Britifh  property,  and  enabling  thofe  indebted  to  Britifh 
\    fubjefts  to  pay  off  fuch  debts  by  placing  the  money  for 
j    t^e  diicharge  of  the  fame  in  the  loan  office  of  the  com-* 
I    monwealdi. 

« 
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General  Gates  arrived  at  Bofton,  having  been  direftcd  ni^* 
forthwith  to  repair  thither  and  tajke  the  comnrfemd  of  die     c^ 
continental  forces  in  the  eaftern  diflxift. 

The  prefent  narrative  of  American  matters  Ihall  clofc 
with  part  of  a  letter*,  written  from  Philadelphia  the  27th 
of  Auguft,  by  a  gentleman  of  eminence  to  gov.  Houfton 
of  Georgia-—"  Were  I  to  unfold  to  you.  Sir,  the  fccnes 
of  venality,  peculation  and  fraud,' which  I  have  difco^ ..  : 
vered,  the  difclofore  would  aftonifh  you :  nor  would  you,  .  ^ 
Sir,  be  lefs  aftoniftied  were  I,  by  a  detail  which  the  oc^ 
cafion  would  require,  to  prove  to  you,  that  he  muft  be 
a  pitiful  rogue  who,  when  detc£ted-orfulpe6ted,  meets 
not  with  powerful  advocates  among  thofe,  who^  in  liie 
prefent  corrupt  time,  ought  to  exert  all  their  powers  ill 
defence  and  llipport  of  thefe  friend-plundered,  much 
injured,  and,  I  was  alnioll  going  to  fay,  finking  ftatesj 
Don*t  apprehend.  Sir,  that  I  colour  too  high,  or  that 
any  part  of  thefe  iritirnations  are  the  efFe6t  of  rafli  judg- 
ment or  defpondency :  I  am  warranted  to  fay  they  ars 
hot :  my  opinion,  my  fentiments,  are  fupported  every 
day  by  the  declaration  of  individuals :  the  difficulty  lies 
in  bringing  men  colleftively  to  attack  with  vigor  a  proper 

objeft." 

«...  .  • 

*  This  was  a  private  letter;  but  was  af^rward  publUhed  in  Kiving* 
ton's  Royal  Gazette,  as  written  by  the  prefident  of  congrefs,  Heniy 
Laurens  efq.  It  was  known  by  fe^ral  to  contaiii  a  fbrong  maik  of 
nuthenticity— the  truth. 
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LETTER      VJ. 

Roxhufyy  April  14,  1779. 

g-7^g,nnHE  l^rtfimt  letter  A^aU  begin  with  an  expedition 
*    through  the  remote  and  upper  parts  of  Pennfyl- 

u  *  vtuiit/on  the  ift  of  Odobcr  under  cd.  WHliam  Butler, 
It  was4ireifted  not  only  again(t  the  Indians^  but  fcveral 
eon&ieil»ble  fettlemebts  belonging  to  the  tories^  become 
prttic^larly  obhokious  from  the  vioidice  of  their  paft 
kOftiJiuefi.  The  party,  which  confifted  of  a  Pennfyl- 
Tfenia  rdginvent,  covered  by  riftemen  and  ringetfti  took 
Its  departure  from  Sdbiohaf  iei  and  having  g;aihed  the  head 
ef  the  Delaware,  mftrched  down  the  riter  for  two  daysi 
from  whence  tiH'ning  oflT  to  th^  right,  they  ftruck  acrofs 
die  niovntains  to  the  Suiquehanna,  which  was  the  fcene 
of  a&ibn.  They  tot^ly  burnt  and  deftroyed,  both  the 
Indian  caftles  and  villages  in  that  quarter,  and  ^e  other 
Settlements  3  but  die  inhabitants,  both  tories  and  Indians, 
efcaped.  The  deftrudion  was  extended  for  fevef  al  miles 
on  both  fides  the  Sufquehanna.  The  difficulties,^  diftrefles 
arid  dangers  which  the  party  encountered,  required  no 
^all  ihare  of  that  fortitude  and  hardihefs  of  body  and 
mind,  which  can  fcarcely  be  acquired  by  ^y  oonfider- 

^       able  number  of  men  without  long  habitude,  under  cer- 
tain marked   circumftances  of  fltuation.     They  were 
obliged  to  carry  fix  days  provifion  on  their  backs ;  and 
dius  loaded,   continually  to  wade  through  rivers  and 
(j  fcarcely  paflkble  without  any  encumbrance  to 

men 
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men  vinufed  to  fuch  fervicc.  In  thcfe  circunnftanccs,  tTffc  ^ 
after  the  toil  of  a  hard  ttiBrchy  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
dure chilly  nights  aiKl  heavy  rains,  Without  any  mean  for 
keeping  even  their  arms  dry.  But  thefe  were  ftnaH 
matters  compared  with  Ae  danger  awaiting  their  return,  ^ 
and  which  they  hardly  efeaped.  This  was  the  luddcn 
rifmgs  of  the  creeks  and  the  Sufquehanna,  occafioned 
by  continual  heavy  rains,  white  they  M^ere  ftill  in  the 
enemy's  country^  and,  with  their  provifions  nearly  «-  '  , 
pended.  The  laft  circumftancc  rendered  their  cafe-  dcf- 
perate,  &  that  thoughi  on  any  other  occafion,  tht  oro&r 
ing  of  the  Su^uehanna,  when  fo  high,  would  )\ave  beea 
deiemed  imprad:icaUe>  it  was  fuccefsfuUy  attempted  hf 
mounting  the  men  on  horfes,  which;  in  ibme  places  were 
obliged  to  fwim;  and  thus  all  the  troops  were  ^felf 
tranrport?ed,  an4  by  cr<^ing  the  mountains  evaded  two 
other  dangerous,  places.  They  returned  to  SchQhawc 
on  the  1 6th,  ^or  having,,  with  the.  gneat«ft  fartitudt^  16. 
furmounted  every  difficulty,  and  were,  by  oidcr  df  d^ 
colonel,  complimented  with  the  firing  of  thirteen  rounds 
of  cannon,  and  a  feu  de  joiew 

Mr.  govemeur  Morris  having  acquainted  cdngre:&,  tMt 
he  had  received  application  from  a  perfon  in  New  York, 
to  know  whether  he  may,  widi  fafety  to  hi^  periba  and 
property,  continue  in  diat  city  iippn  the  evacuadoa 
thereof;  and  having  furthc^r  informed  them,  tliat  ^ 
faid  peribn  is  in  a.  .capacity  to  give  u&iul  inteliigenCQy 
and  probably  will  do  it,  if  he  receivse  aflurances  that  'ft 
wiU  be  recommended  to  the  ftaie  of  New  York  to  afford 
him  prote^op,  they  rdblved,  that  the  faid  G.  Moni«  ^- 
be  empowered  to  give  him  fuch  aiiiratices,  on  conditioa 
that*  h$.  flatall  give  in^^UigciMQ  «f  wbaiev«r  m^  ^me  a»    , 

his 
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*n^*  his  knowledge  relating  to  tfae  numbers,  movements  and 
^  defigns  of  the  enemy.    Henry  Laurens  efq;   having 

oa*  filled  the  ftation  of  prefident  for  one  year  on  the  31ft 

3'*  }  of  Odober,  made  his  refignation  of  the  prefidency,  left 
;  any  example  taken  from  his  continuance  might  here- 
I  after  become  inconvenient.    He  was  replaced  by  a  una- 
nimous vote. 

Accounts  have  been  received,  that  eommodpre  Evans^ 
being  diipatched  by  adm.  Montague,  arrived  on  the 
.14th  of  Septembei*  in  St.  Peter's  road,  and  fcnt  to  the 
governor  of  the  fmall  iflands  of  Stt  Pierre  and  Mique- 
lon,  acquainting  him  that  the  French  had  committed 
hoftilities  in  America,  and  that  therefore  he  demanded 
a  furrender  of  the  iflands :  which  was  complied  with,  as 
there  was  no  force  to  make  an  effeftual  refiftance. 
The  governor  and  his  fuite,  and  the  principal  inhabi- 
tants, women  and  children,  amounting  to  932,  were 
embarked  on  board  the  vefleb  found  at  St.  Pierre's,  and 
fent  to  France. 

The  French  alliance  has  proved  the  occafion  of  the 
Britifh  minifby's  having  ordered  away  a  confiderable 
port  of  their  force  fh>m  New  York.    The  feme  day  that 

Not*  count  d'Eftaing  failed  from  Bofton,  commodortc  Hothan^ 
^  with  two  64  gun  fliips,  and  three  of  50,  befi^e  frigates 
and  a  bomb  ketch,  having  under  convoy  tranfports  con- 
taining 5000  Britiifa  troops,  commanded  by  gen.  Grants 
left  Sandy  Hook  and  fteered  for  the  Weft  Indies,  whi* 
ther  the  count  went. 

.  The  chevalier  de  Maduit  du  PlefSs,  lieut.  coL  ci 
artillery  in  the  continental  army,  having  eicprefled  an 
aj^rehenfion  that  the  war  is  near  a  conclufion  in  this 

5«      country,  and  a  defire  of  returning  to  France  ca  ofiei^ 
".  3  his 
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Jiis  fervice  t6  his  prince,  congi^efs  ordered  that  a  written  *7l^t 
teftimonial  of  the  high  fenfe  they  entertained  of  his  zeal, 
bravery  and  good  conduft,  Ihould  be  given  him.  The 
committee  upon,  the  bufinefs,  had  refolved  that  a  brevet 
commiflion  of  colonel  fhould  be  granted  him,  which 
the  congrefs  negatived  two  days  before,  as  it  was  high 
time  to  ceafe  lavifhing  away  promotions  on  foreigners^ 
The  ambition  of  the  natives  of  France  and  of  foreigners  ia 
common  was  unbounded  j  and  the  lingular  inftances  of  rank 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  them,  in  too  many  in- 
ftances, occafioned  general  diflatisfaftion  and  complaint. 
Fewer  promotions  in  the  foreign  line  would  have  been 
produdive  of  more  harmony  among  the  continental 
officers.  It  is  certain,  that  the  arxny  has  a  full  propor- 
tion of  foreign  officers  in  their  councils. 

.  Some  hundreds  of  Indians,  a  large  number  of  tories,  n, 
and  about  50  regulars,  all  under  col.  Butler,  entered 
.Cherry-Valley  within  New  York  ftate,  by  an  old  Indian 
path,  which  col.  Alden,  who  commanded  the  American 
troops  there  ftationed  had  neglefted.  The  colonel  was 
Ihot  in  attempting  to  reach  the  fort,  called  after  him 

• 

Alden :  on  which  the  enemy  commenced  a  heavy  fire 
that  lafted  more  than  three  hours,  when  they  withdrew, 
having  no  further  hope  of  carrying  it.  The  next  day 
they  left  the  place  after  having  killed,  fcalped,  and  bar- 
baroufly  murdered  -312  inhabitants,  chiefly  women  and 
children,  befide  col.  AJden  and  ten  foldiers.  They  took 
prifoners  the  lieut.  colonel,  two  or  three  other  officers, 
13  privates,  and  a  number  of  inhabitants.  The  greateft 
inhumanities  were  praftifed  on  moft  of  the  dead. 

John  Roberts  and  Abraham  Carlifle,  of  the  quaker  22 
ferfuafion,  were  executed  at  Philadelphia^  being  con^^ 

vifted 
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1778.  viftcd  of  high  treafon  againft  the  commonwealth  of  Peniw  ,j 
fylvania.  The  unaccountable  operations  of  the  war 
have  been  the  occafion  of  a  woful  miflake  in  the  general 
politics  of  that  denomination.  Encouraged  by  the  rea- 
fonable  profpeft,  that  coercive  meafures  properly^planned 
wd  conducted  would  prove  fuccefsful,  the  body  of  the 
American  quakers  have  fided  with  the  miniftry,  in  hope 
^f  eftabliftiing  their  civil  power  in  the  ftate.  They 
have  difowned  feveral  worthy  members  for  being  a6tive 
in  the  caufe  of  their  country  j  but  not  qthers  for  6p- 
pofing  it.  Inftead  of  maintaining  a  ftrid  neutraUty  in 
^e  prdent  conteil,  their  partiality  has  been  fuch,  that 
^  Britiih  officers  have  extolled  their  alacrity  as  Ipies^ 
guides  and  informers.  They  have  fuppreflcd  letters  of 
Dr.  Fothergill  upon  the  impropriety  of  their  condudi^ 
and  becaufe  they  were  written  decidedly  in  &vor  of 
liberty.  Let  it  be  remembered  however,  that  there  are 
fnany  deferving  individuals  among  them,  befide  gens. 
Greene  and  Mifflin,  who  by  a  uniform  fteady  perfe- 
verance  in  meafures  friendly  to  the  American  caufe,  have 
juftly  conciliated  the  efteem  of  their  countrymen. 

Nor^  General  Waftiington  gave  orders  that  no  fmall  parties 
^'^•:  ihould  by  any  mean  be  permitted  to  go  upon  Long 
Ifland.  Under  pretence  of  procurbg  intelligence,  they 
became  mere  plundering  parties,  and  carried  off  clothes, 
linen^  ribbons,  cafes  of  knives  and  forks,  wine  ^afies, 
and  whatever  they  could  lay  their  hwds  upon,  which 
diey  brought  back  and  fold  publicly,  making  at  th( 
Came  time  a  diflindion  in  the  fale  between  hard  mfmef 
and  paper.  They  pretended  that  the  articles  ipem  ^ 
property  of  tories,  new-leyy  officers,  &g.  which,  if  true, 
their  opnduft  was  unpardonable,  as  it  wafi  00c  libft  iiiifia#i 

of 
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of  their  incurfionsi    Their  rapacity  made  no  diTcrimi-*  *77*» 
riatign  between  the  inhabitantSi  many  of  whom>  although 
pbliged  to  remain  on  the  iQandj  were  well  affe&ed  to 
tiie  American  caufei  - 

The  plan  for  reducing  Canada  was  tranfmitted  by 
congrefs  to  gen*  Wafhington,  with  a  requeftj  that  he 
would  make  obfervadons  upon  it..  -He  communicated 
the  fame  to  them  in  a  letter  of  November  1 1  th  5  which 
being  referred  to  a  committee,  they  reported- on  tihc  5th 
pf  December,  that  .the  reafons  aflSgncd  by  the  general 
againil  the  expedition  to  Canada  appeared  to ,  be  well 
founded,   and .  to  merit  the ,  approbation .  of.  congrds. 
After  that,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
'  commander  in  chief  on  the  operations  of  the  next  .cam*- j^ . 
paign :  he  therefore  repsured  to  Philadelphia  on  .the  22d«  zzp 
After  the  conference  the  committee  reported,  «  That 
the  plan  propofed  by  congrefs  for  the  emancipation  of 
Canada^  in  co-operation  ynxh  an  armament  fit>m  Fraac^ 
was  the  principali.fubje£t  of  the  conference :-— That  im- 
preffed.  with  the  ftrong  fenfe  of  the  injury  and  difgrace 
which  muil  attend  an  infra£bion  of  the  propofed.  ilipula* 
tion  on  the  part  of  thefe  dates,  your  committee  have 
taken  a  general  review  ^  of  our  finances,  of  the  circum-* 
ftances  of  the  army,  of  the  magazines^  &c.  &c*— That 
upon  the  moft  mature^  deliberation^  your  comnyttee 
cannot  find  room  for  a,  well-grounded  prdlimption,  that 
thefe  ilates  will  he  aide  tp  perform  tb^.  part  of  the  proN 
pofed  ftipulation  :~-That  nothing  1q&  dian  the  hig^udt    ' 
probability  of  fuccefs  could  juftify^  congrefs  in  making 
the  propofiiionr-^^Your  convnittee  are  therefore  pf  opt* 
oion,  that,  the  negotiatio&in  quef)ioQ  A)ould  be  fleforred 
till  circumftinces  ihaU  xemier .  the  M-tC^IKr^ti^^ 
.Vol.  UL  P  ftatea   ' 
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'77^- ftates  more  certain,  prafticable  and  efFeftual :— That  tfe 
.     minifter  of  thefe  ftates  at  the  court  >of  Verfailles,  the* 
minifter  of  France  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  marquis  de  la. 
Fayette,  be  refpe6tivel)r  informed,  that  the  operations  of 
the  next  campaign  muft  depend  upon  fuch  a  variety  of 
contingencies,  that  time  alone  can  mature  and  point  out 
che  plaa  which  ought  to  bepurfued:— That  congrefs 
therefore  cannot  decide  on  th6  prafticability  of  their  co- 
operating the  next  campaign-  in  an  enterprife  for  the^ 
emancipation  of  Canada/''    The  report  was  accepted^ 
tnd  the  Canada  expedition  laid  affde  after  a  full  confide- 
ration  of  all  circumftances.     But  it  is  to  •  be  fuppofedy 
iJiat  there  were  circumftances  befide  what  appear  in  the 
report,  which  wrought  ftrongly  in  the  minds  of  ibme 
flirewd  members  of  congrefs.     Such  might  dread  die 
introduftion  of  a  large  body  of  French  troops  into  Ca*» 
nada,  and  the  putting  of  them  into  the  poflfeffion  of  the 
capital  of  that  province,  attached  to  them  by  thcties  of 
blood,  habits,  manners,  language,  religion^and  former  con^^ 
neftion  of  government.     They  might  argue— ^*  France 
tinder  the  idea  of  5000  troops,,  may  introduce  twice  the 
number,^  and  having  entered  Qjiebec,  may  declare  aa 
intention  of  holding  Canada  as  a  pledge  and  fui^ty  for 
die  debts  due  from  the  United  States.     Canada  would 
be  a  folid  acquifition  to-Frajice  on  all  accounts;  and  no 
nation  is  to^  be  trufted  further  than  it  is  bound  by  its- 
ihtereft;.    Canada  would  be  too  jfreat  a  temptation  to  bcr 
refitted  by  on^y  power  aftuated  by  the  common  nuxims 
of  national  policy-     France  with  that  in  -her  pofieflion, 
may  have  it  in  her  power  to  give  laws  ta  the  United 
States :  thefe  will  have  lefs  to  fear  from  iti  rmmwi%. 
in  the  hands-of  tjic  Britifh."    The  committee  ildD^obed 
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to  their  report  a  draught  of  a  letter  to  the  marquis  de  Ja  i?*?^^ 
Fayette,  which  was  alfo  accepted.     Gen.  Wafltington  I>ec» 
forwarded  it  to  Bofton,  where  the  marquis  lay  waiting  *^* 
for  the  determination  of  congrefs.     It  was  accompanied 
tvith  one  from  the  general,  exprefling  a  concern  for  his- 
having  been  fo  delayed.     Upon  the  receipt  of  tlieni;>.  the 
fnarquis  embarked  on  board  the  Alliance  frigate,  Jan.  7, 

1779- 
The  campaign  in  the  northern  ftates  having  yielded 

no  advantage  to  the  Britifh,  and  the  winter  being  the 
proper  feafon  for  fouthern  expeditions.  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
concluded  upon  turning  his  arms  againft  Georgia.     He 
might  propofe  to  himfelf  the  reduftion  of  all  the  fouth- 
ern ftates,  and  be  ftrongly  inclined  to  it,  by  reafon  that 
thefe  ftates  produced  the  moft  valuable  commodities  in 
the  European  market,  and  carried  on  a  confidcrable  ex- 
port trade,  which  feemed  little  otherwife  afFeded  by  the 
war,  than  as  it  fufFered  by  the  Britilh  cruifers :  befide, 
their  rice  was  devoted  to  the  fervice  of  his  enemies,  while 
it  was  wanted  for  the  fupport  of  his  fovereign's  fleet  and    ; 
army  in  America*     A  plan  of  operation  was  concerted 
with  gen*  Prevoftj  who  commanded  in  Eaft  Florida:; 
and  it  was  intended,  that  Georgia  (hould  be  invaded 
both  on  the  north  and  fouth  fide  at  the  fame  time. 

While  the  preparations  for  this  conjund  expeditioji 
were  carrying  on,  two  armed  bodies,  confifting  of  regu- 
lars and  refugees,  made  a  fudden  and  rapid  incurfion 
into  Georgia  from  Eaft-Florida.     One  of  them  came  in      \ 
boats  through  the   inland  navigation,   and  the  qther       \ 
marched  over  land  by  the  way  of  the  river  Alatamaha.        1 
The  firft  demanded  the  furrender  of  Suribury ;  but  oa 
receiving  from  lieut.  col.  Mackiptofh  the  laconic  refufol 

P  2  •''^om$ 


THE     HISTORY      Of      THE 

^•"^comt  and  take  //—-they  left  the  place*  The  latter  pur- 
fued  their  march  toward  Savannah.  Qen.  Screveny  with 
about  a  hundred  militia,  repeatedly  (kirmifhed  with  the 
party  in  their  advance  through  the  country.  In  one  of 
thefe  engagements  he  received  a  wound  from  a  mufl<:et 
ball,  and  fell  from  his  horfe,  when  feveral  of  ihe  Britifh 
came  up  and  difcharged  their  pieces  at  him.  He  died 
of  his  wounds  much  regretted  for  his  private  virtues, 
and  public  exertions  in  behalf  of  his  country.  The  in- 
vaders purfued  their  march  till  within  three  miles  of 
Ogeechee  ferry,  where  Mr.  Savage  with  his  own  flaves, 
had  erefted  a  breaft  work  to  prevent  their  pafling.  Col. 
Elbert,  with  about  200  continentals,  took  poft  in  the 
works,  and  prepared  to  difpute  the  paffage  of  the  river. 
Thefe  obftacles,  together  with  information  that  the  other 
party  had  failed  in  their  defign  upon  Sunbury,  deter- 
mined them  to  retreat  without  attempting  to  crofs.  On 
their  return,  they  laid  wafte  the  country  for  miles,  burnt 
St.  John's  church,  a  number  of  houfes,  and  all  the  rice 
amd  other  grain  within  their  reach,  and  alfo  carried  off 
-ail  the  negroes,  horfes,  catde  and  plate^  they  could  re- 
move either  by  land  or  water.  When  this.defolating 
mode  of  carrying  on  war  was  complained  of  by  the 
American  officer  to  the  Britifh,  the  latter  pofitively  dif- 
;  claimed  any  order  or  even  approbation  of  fuch  proceed- 
ings, but  mentioned  that  the  people  under  the  immc- 
fdiate  ownmand  of  the  former  had  given  a  precedent. 
'The  party  rage  which  wrought  on  eaqh  fide,  led  both 
•into  thofe  cruelties,  at  which.humanity.  fhudders. 
.  The  expedition  againft  Georgia  .wa$: ;  cpmoutted  to 
col.  Campbell,  who  had  been  taken  in  Bofton.b^  after 
gen.  Howe  had  evacuated  the  town*  "  Tfee  fprce  apw 

%   .  pointed 
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pointed  to  aft  unckr  him,  confided  of  the  7  ill  regiment  «77^^ 
of  footy  two  battalions  of  Hpflkns,  four  of  provincials, 
and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  artillery.     The  tranlports 
with  die  troops,  amounting  to  full  2560,.  failed  fromj^Q^^ 
Sandy  Hook,  being  ^feorted  by  a  fm^U  fquadron  under  *?• 
commodore  Hyde  Parker,     The  fleet  arrived  at  the  iflc 
of  Tybee  near  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah ;  and  fix  days  Pec. 
after,  the  troops  effefted  a  landing.     From  the  landing*  ^^* 
place  a  narrow  caufeway  of  fix  hundred  yards  in  length, 
with  a  ditch  on  each  fide,  led  through  a  rice  fwamp.. 
This  caufeway,  had  it  been  in  a  proper  ftate  of  defence, 
might  have  efFeftually  refifted  a  vaft  fuperiority  of  force; 
but  the  fmall  party  under  capt.  Smith,  which  was  pofted 
at  it  to  impede  the  paflage  of  the  Bririfli,  was  too  in* 
confiderable  to  check  their  progrefs.     They  puftied  on 
with  fuch  vigor,  that  the  Americans  were  almoft  inftantly 
difperfed.     The  continental  army,  on  which  the  defence 
of  Georgia  chiefly  refted,  had  lately  returned  from  a 
fruitlefs  fummer's  expedition  againfl:  Eaft  Florida,  in 
which  they   had  lufFered  fo  great  a  dimunition,    that 
joined  with  thofe  prefent  of  the  ftate  militia,  the  whole 
made  but  about  820  men.     Gen.  Robert  Howe,  who- 
commanded  the  Americans,  had  taken  his  ftation  on  the 
main  road  between  the  landing»place  and   Savannah, 
with  the  river  on  his  left,  and  a  fwamp  in  fi-ont,  extend- . 
ing  beyond  his  right  flank.     The  Britilh  advanced  till 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  American  army,  when 
Campbell  manoeuvred  fo  as  to  xrherifli  an  opinion,  that 
he  meant  to  attack  their   left.     For  that  purpofe  he 
ordered  the  firft  battalion  of  the  71ft  to  form  on  the 
right  of  the  rq^,  thereby  to  imprefs  a  full  idea  of  his 
djefigning  to  extend  Jiis  front  in  that  cjuarter.    At  the 

f  3  fame 
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fjjS.  i^c  time  a  confiderable  part  of  the  royal  army  was 
detached  to  crofs  the  fwamp  lb  high  up  as  to  get  in  the 
near  of  the  Americans.     Chance  had  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  Campbell  a  negro,  who  l^new  a  private  path 
through  the  fwamp,  by  which  he  promifed  to  Ipad  thp 
troops  without  obfervation  or  difficulty.     At  length  the 
Britilh  commander,  prefuming  that  the  detachment  hacj 
got  eflfeftually  round  upon  the  rear  of  fhe  Apiericans, 
lud4enly  advanced,  and  Howe  ordered  an  immediate 
retreat.     A  few  miRutes  delay  would  haye  made  it  im- 
poffible,  and  it  was  then  only  prafticable  in  the  face^ 
and  Under  the  fire  of  that  part  of  th,e  Britifh  army 
which  h^d  effefted  its  pafTage  through  the  fwamp.     A 
fmall  body  of  about  a  hundred  Georgia  militia  had  been 
previoufly  pofted  in  the  rear  of  the  barracks  near  Savan- 
jiah,  which  made  fome  oppofition  to  the  Britifh  as  they 
were  ifTuing  from  the  fwamp,  but  was  fopn  compelled 
to    retreat,    and    its    commander    col.   Walton  was 
wounded  and  taken  prifoner.     The  Americans  retreatecj 
with  precipitation  and  in  diforder.     The  Britifh  purlued 
with  fpirit  and  rapidity.     No  viftory  was  ever  more 
complete.     Thirty-eight  officers,    and  415   iidn-com- 
miffioned  and  privates,  48  pieces  of  cannon,  23  mor^ 
tars,   the  fort  with    its    ammunition   and   florej,    the 
ihipping  in  the  river,   a  large  quantity  of  provifions, 
with  the  capital  of  Georgia,  were  all  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the  conquerors.     The 
Britifh  purfued  the  Americans  through  the  town  of  Sa- 
vannah.    In  the  impetuofity  of  the  purfuit,  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  who  had   not    been    in   the  adtion,  were 
bayonetted  in  the  ftreets,  &veral  were  killed  or  wounded 
in  their  flighty  and  a.  lai^  numbei^  finding  their  cfczpt 
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impra6HcabIe  without  fwimmrng  a  deep  watery  fwamp,  i^^g. 
^yere  obliged  to  fue  for  quarters.  The  Americans  faved 
tliree  field  pieces  out  of  four  j  but  many  loft  their  arms. 
That  part  of  tlie  army  which  ^fcaped  retreated  up  the 
Oliver  Savannah  to  Zubly^s  ferry,  and  crofled  over  into 
South  Carolina  *• 

No  place  in  fimilar  circumftances  fufFered  lels  by  de- 
predation, than  Savannah  did  upon  this  occafion.     A 
ftrong  circumftantial  teftimony,  that  thofe  enormities  fb 
frequently  attributed  to  the  Hcentioufnefs  of  the  foldiers, 
fhould  with  much  more  juftice  be  diarged  to  the  inde- 
fcnfible  conduft  of  their  fuperiors ;  whether  by  a  pre- 
vious relaxation  of  difcipline,  an  immediate  participation 
in  the  guilt,  or  a  ho  lefs  culpable  fufferance  of  the  enor- 
4rnity.     About  the  time  that  the  embarkation  took  place 
at  New  York,  gen.  Prevoft  marched  from  Eaft  Florida 
into  the  fouthern  parts  of  Georgia.     The  royal  troops,  in 
traverfing  the  defert  that  feparates  the  one  from  the  other, 
were  obliged  to  live  for  feveral  days  on  oyfters.     After 
encountering  many  difficulties,  they  heard  of  col.  Camp- 
bell's  arrival  and  fuccefs.     They  at  length  appeared  be- 
fore and  furrounded  the  town  and  fort  of  Sunbury.    The 
^arrifon  confifting  of  about  200  men,  made  a  Ihow  of 
defence,  and  gave  the  general  the  trouble  of  opening 
trenches  ;  but  all  hope  of  relief  being  cut  ofiF  by  the  fall 
jof  the  capital,  they  furrendered  at  difcretion^     The  ge- 
neral marched  to  Savannah>.  and  took  the  command  of 
the  combined  forces  from  New  York  and  St.  Auguf- 
tine,  and  confequcntly  of  Georgia.     Previous  to  his  ar- 
rival, a  proclamation  had  been  iflfued  to  encour<ige  the 

^  Dr.  Rarafay's  Hiftory  pf  the  "Revolution  m  Soiuh  Carolina,  vol, 
i,  p.  i-^6* 

P  4  inha* 


9>l6  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

*77^*  inhabitants  to  come  in,  and  fubnnit  to  the  conquerors, 
with  promifcs  of  proteftion  on  condition,  that  *^  with 
their  arnns  they  would  fupport  royal  governnncnt."  Num- 
bers lubmitted,  but  the  determined  republicans  fled  up 
into  the  weftern  parts  of  the  country,  or  into  South  Ca- 
rolina. 

The  attention  of  eongrefe  and  the  public  has  been 
rnuch  engaged  about  Mr.  Silas  Deane  fince  his  return  from 
France.  You  will  recoUeft  what  has  been  written  relative 
to  his  recall — p.  38.  Congrefs  in  Auguft  defired  him^ 
to  give  from  his  memory,  a  general  account  of  his  whole 
trahfadions  in  France,  from  the  time  of  his  firft  arrival, 
as  well  as  a  particular  ftate  of  the  funds  of  congrefs, 
and  the  commercial  tranfaftions  in  Europe,  clpecially 
with  Mr.  Beaumarchais.  They  appear  not  to  have  been 
thoroughly  fatisfied ;  and  to  have  had  apprehenfions  left 
there  had  been  a  mifapplication  of  the  public  money. 
Mr.  Deane  feems  not  to  have  relifhed  his  fituation  5  but 
to  have  been  defirqus  of  changing  it  by  returning  to 
France,  or  exciting  a  general  refentment  againft  con^ 
grefs.  ,  He.  had.  not  yet  accounted  for  his  expenditure  of 
public  money ;  and  had  carefully  left  his  papers  and 
vouchers  behind  him,  though  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
d'Eftaing's  fleet  to  procure  them  a  fafe  tranlportation  to 
America^  On  the  30th  of  November  he  addrefled  a 
Jctter  to  congrefs,  fignifying  his  intentions  of  returning 
to  France,  and  preflfing  to  have  his  afiairs  brought  to 
fome  conclufion.  December  the  1  ft  congrefs  refolved, 
f*  that  after  to-morrow  they  will  meet  two  hours  at  leaft 
each  evening,  Saturdays  excepted,  beginning  at  fixo*clock, 
pntil  the  prefent  ftate  of  their  foreign  affairs  be  fully  con- 
fidcrcd."  On  the  fourth  Mr.  Deane  wrote  again  to  them 
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acquainting  them  of  his  having  received  their  notifica-  ?77*» 
tion  of  the  refolve,  and  expreffed  his  thanks ;  and  yet  -.       { 
on  the  day  following  he  publiftied  in  the  news  papers,     ^,    ! 
An  addrejs  to  the  free  and  virtuous  citizens  of  America^ 
dated  N  ovember,  but  without  any  day  of  the  month* 
The  addrefs  threw  the  public  into  a  conyullion,   and  J 

made  them  jealoufly  uneafy :  for  it  expreflcd  a  neceflity  \ 
of  appealing  to  them,  and  communicating  that  infor-  \ 
mation  againft  which  their  reprefentatives  had  fhut  their  \ 
ears ; — declared  or  infinuatcd  that  their  public  fervants, 
Meflrs.  Arthur  and  William  Lee,  were  deficient  in  abi-  * 
lities,  application  and  fidelity,  and  were  univerfally  difc 
guftful  to  the  French  nation  j-^intimated  a  defiign  to 
lead  them  into  a  breach  of  their  national  faith  and  honor* 
folemnly  pledged  to  their  ally  s— -refledted  upon  the  in- 
tegrity of  fome  leading  members  in  congrefsj — and 
ftrongly  hinted  at  further  important  information  to  be 
brought  forward  if  there  fhould  be  occafion.  Mr.  Deane 
by  pgblifhing  his  addrefs  on  the  Saturday,  fecured  the 
advantage  of  the  Sunday  for  its  being  more  univerfally 
read  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood,  while  frcih  from  the  : 
prefs,  than  it  would  otherwife  have  been.  In  the  morn- 
ing qf  the  day  when  it  appeared,  and  before  congrefs 
(4s  miift  be  fuppofed)  were  acquainted  with  its  contents^ 
they  affigned  Monday  evening  for  hearing  him,  and  or- 
dered his  being  notified  to  attend.  The  intervening 
fpace  gave  the  members  an  opportunity  of  perufinjg  it, 
Jo  that  when  they  met  on  Monday  evening  at  fix  o'clock, 
they  refolved,  "  That  Silas  Deane  efq;  report  to  con- 
grefs in  writings  as  foon  as  may  be,  his  agency  of  their 
affairs  in  Europe,  together  with  any  intelligence  relpedt- 
;ng  thpir  fpreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper  :r?- 

That 
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f77l[»  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any  thing 
tp'  commur^c^c  to  congrefe  in  the  intecim,  of  immediate 
pnportame^  he  fhall  be  heard  to-morrow  evening  at  fix 
.  Oiclock^**  Mr.  Deane  attending  was  called  in,  and  the 
foregoing  refolutigns  were  read.  Thus  were  the  ears  of 
xrongrefe  opened  to  him :  but  their  good  dilpofition  was 
not  improved  for  the  communication  of  that  wondrous 
information  which  he  had  threatened  to  giv€  in  his  ad- 
drefi.  The  condudt  of  Mr.  Deane  in  his  addrefs  to 
the  public,  was  the  fubjeft  of  debate  in  congrels  s  many 
BBcmbers  were  for  having  no  more  concern  with  him  at 
fcefent,  but  for  leaving  him  to  the  public  as  he  had  ap- 
pealed to  them,  till  he  had  done  with  them  and  they  with 
\am.  They  judged  th^t  the  honor  of  congrefs  bound 
Aem  to  this  mcdiire :  but  others  apprehended  that  dif- 
contents  would*  arife  from  a  fuppofed  inattention,  and 
were  therefore  inclined  to  a  diflfercHt  line  of  condu6t. 
Thia  divifion  of  fentinrvent  on  what  might  be  fuppofed 
'  ttie  honor  of  the  houfe,  occafioned  Mr.  Laurens,  who 
p^^  adhered  to  the  former  opinion,  to  refign  die  chair,  on 
9*  the*  9di  of  ©ecemben  The  next  day  John  Jay  efqj 
was  elefted  prefident. 

Such  was  the  clamor  r^idly  raifed,  and  the  tortur^c 
occafioned  through  the  Unijted  States,  by  Mr.  Deane^s 
publication,  that  Mr.  Payne,  under  the  former  fign^ure 
of  Common^  Senfe^  endeavoured  to  allay  them  in  an  ad- 
drcfe  to  him.  This  led  on  to  forther  publications  pro- 
and  con^  in  which  Mr.  Payne  made  a  confpicuous  figure, 
and  had  great  advantage,  from  being  fecretary  to  the 
committee  of  congrels  for  foreign  affairs.  They  have 
brought  to  light  Teveral  important  fecrets,  and-  particur 
tarly  the  following-^The  commiflioners,  Mcflrs.  Frank- 
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lin,  Arthur  Lee  and  D-eane,  in  their  joint  letter  of  Febru-  ^^^t^ 
ary  i6,  1778,  fay^  "  We  hear  Mr.  Beaumarchais  has 
fent  over  a  perfon  to  demand  a  large  fum  of  money  of 
you  on  account  of  arms,  ammunition,  &c.  We  think 
it  will  be  bed  for  you  to  leave  that  matter  tp  be  fettled 
here  (in  France)  as  there  is  a  mixture  of  public  and  pri- 
vate which  you  cannot  fo  well  develop."  [Though  Mr^ 
Deane  was  privy  to  Mr.  Francey's  coming,  and  had  even 
by  letter  recommended  the  bufinefs  he  came  upon,  yef 
in  this  joint  letter  he  appears  to  know  no  more  of  the 
matter  than  the  other  two.]— In  the  fpring  of  1776, 
a  fubfcription  was  raifed.  in  France  to  fend  a  prefent  to 
America  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in 
money,  arms  and  ammunition.  All  that  the  fuppliers 
wanted  to  know  was,  through  Ivhat  channel  it  (hould  be 
remitted,  and  Mr.  Beaumarchais  was  fixed  upon  as  thdr 
agent,  [If  this  fubfcription  had  not  the  pecuniary  fup- 
port,  it  undoubtedly  had  the  countenance,  of  tbe  crown, 
jfor  the  defpotic  police  of  France  would  otherwife  have 
immediately  cruflied  it.]  Mr.  Beaumarchais  appears  to 
have  been  employed  by  the  fubfcribers^  to  offer  the  fop- 
plies  purchafed  by  their  money  as  a  prefent  to  America, 
and  a  contraft  was  made  for  the  freightage  of  them : 
^ey  were  fent  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine  and  Mercury, 
two  years  ago. — The  duplicates  of  the  difpatches  of  Oc- 
tober 6  and  7,  I777,  which  fhould  Have  arrived  by  capt. 
Folger,  but  who  had  received  blank  papers  in  their 
ftead,  were  brought  over  with  the  treaty  of  alliance  by 
Mr.  Simeon  Deane.  Thefe  ftiow,  that  had  the  difpatches 
arrived  fafely,  congrefs  would  have  had  a  clew  to  guide 
them,  in  fettling  with  Mr.  Francey  as  Mr.  Beaumar^ 
ch^is'  agents  and  have  efcaped  paying  for^  th^  preient** 
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'77^'Bcfide  the  general  information  communicated  by  the 
three  commiffioners  in  their  joint  letter  of  Oftober  tha 
7  th,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  in  his  fingle  one  of  the  preced- 
ing day,  gave  a  circumftantial  account  in  what  manner 
the  prefent  was  firft  offered,  and  declared — "  That  for 
the  money  and  military  ftores  already  given,  no  remit- 
tance will  f ver  be  required,"  The  duplicates  arrived 
a  month  too  late,  congrefs  haying  on  the  8  th  of  April 
fettled  the  bufinefs  on  which  Mn  Francey  was  fent.-^- 
While  the  packets  for  congrefs  and  coL  R.  H.  Lee  con- 
taining the  before-mentioned  two  letters  were  filled  up 
with  blank  white  paper,  a  large  handfome  packet  di- 
r/efted  to  Mr,  Hancock,  prefident  when  the  difpatches 
were  written,  befide  one  to  Mr.  Robert  Morris,  and 
another  to  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  brother  Barnaby,  came  in 
perfed  fafety  by  capt.  Folger. 

.  Many  are  now  very  fufpicious,  that  the  parties  who 
poffeffed  themfelyes  of  tfie  miffing  dispatches,  had  a 
knowledge  of  their  contents ;  '^nd  that  Mr,  Deane  is  ca- 
pable of  informing  the  public  who  they  were,  and  what 
advantages  they  were  to  enjoy  from  Mr.  Franc^y's  fuc- 
cefs  through  the  lofs  pf  the  difpatphes  and  the  no^-ar-r 
rival  of  the  duplicates  in  feafon.  The  public  at  large, 
and  t}ieir  reprefentatives  in  congrefs,  were  much  divided 
by  the  publications  relating  to  Mr.  Deane.  The  army 
in  general  fided  with  him.  Their  attachment  was  in- 
creafed  by  his  declaring — ^^  I  am  fully  confident,  that 
every  intrigue  and  cabal  formed  againft  our  illuftrious 
commander  in  chief,  will  prove  as  inefFeftual  as  thofb 
againft  Dr.  Franklin."  This  declaration  brought  for- 
ijard  to  public  view,  part  of  Mr.  Deane's  letter  to  the 
fc^Tipign  conimittee,  dated  Pari?,  December  (5,  in^rrr 
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*'  I  fubmit  the  thought  to  you,  whether  if  you  could*  i-y^ft 
engage  a  great  general  of  the  higheft  charafter  in  Eu- 
rope, fuch  for  inftance  as  prince  Ferdinand,  or  M  (arftial) 
B(roglio),  or  others  of  equal  rank'ta  take  the  lead 
of  your  armies,  fuch  a  ftep  would  not  be  ^  politic,  as  it 
would  give  a  charafter  and  credit  to  your  military, 
and  ftrike  perhaps  a  greater  terror  into  our  enemies. 
I  only  fugged  the  thoughts,  and  leave  you  to  confer  with 
baron  (Kalbe)  on  the  fubjedt  at  large/' 

Mr.  Gerard  was  fo  alarmed  at  the  publications  of  Mn  1779. 
Payne,  that  he  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs  upon"^?^* 
the  oGcafion,  .by  which  they  were  led  into  the.  confide- 
ration  of  them.  Various  motions  were  .made  refpefting 
the  fecretary ;  among  the  reft  one  for  hearing  him  the 
next  day,  which  being  negatived,  and  the  negative  com-^ 
municated  to  him,  he  wrote  on  the  8th  a  letter  to  con- 
grefs, by  which  he  refigned  his  office  of  fecretary  to  the 
committee  of  foreign  affairs.  Two  days  after,  the  French 
minifter  fent  a  fccond  memorial;  and  on  the  12th  con- 
grefs "  refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  prefident  be  dir 
refted  to  affure  the  faid  minifter,  that  the  congrefs  do 
fully,  in  the  cleareft  and  moft  explicit  manner,  difavow 
the  publications  referred  to  in  the  faid  memorials;  and 
as  they  afe  convinced  by  indifputable  evidence,  that 
the  fupplies  fhipped  in  the  Amphitrite,  Seine  and  Mer- 
cury, were  not  a  prefent,  and  that  his  nfioft  Chriftian 
majefty,  the  great  and  generous  ally  of  thefc  United 
States,  did  not  preface  his  alliance  with  any  fupplies 
\vhatever  fent  to  America,  fo  they  have  not  authomcd 
the  writer  of  the  faid  publications  to  make  any  fuch  aC- 
fertions  as  are  contained  therein,  but  on  the  contrary  do 
highly  difapprove  of  the  feme."      They  were  Jjidccd 
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*?75*  convinced,  b^  the  indilputablc  evidence  of  Having  heel? 
charged  with,  and  drawn  in  to  make  themfelves  debtor^ 
for  the  fupplies^  that  they  were  not  a  prefent :  but  had 
the  difpatches  been  received,  or  the  duplicates  in  timey 
ib  that  they-  could  have  known  that  they  wer6  original^ 
intended  for  a  prefent,  and  that  no  remittance  for  then! 
tvouldever  be  requked,-  that  invincible  evidence  would 
have  been  wanting.     Had  theif  generous  ally  really  pre^ 
faced  his  alliance  with  any  fupplies,  it  would  have  been 
tindoubtedly  in  fijch  a  guarded  way,  as  to  have  admit- 
ted of  a  negative,  whenever  the  fame  became  politically 
^       neceffary*    For  the  further  fatisfaftion  of  Mr.  Gerard, 
14/  the  congrefs  "  refolved  unanimoufly.  That  as  neither 
France  or  thefe  United  States  may  of  right,  fo  thefe 
United  States  will  not  conclude  either  truce  or  peace 
with  the  common  enemy,  without  the  formal  confcnt  of 
tfieir  ally  firft  obtained,  and  that  any  matters  or  things^ 
which  may  be  infinuated  or  afferted  to  the  contrary 
thereof,   tend  to  the  injury  and  difhonol*  of  the  faid 
ftatcs." 

Inftead^of  proceeding  further  in  the  account  of  con-  ^ 
grefliooal  a£ts  and  refolves,  let  me  here  relate  certain  ar-« 
tides  of  intelligence  that  have  been  ncceffarily  omitted. 

The  confederation  has  been  ratified  by  all  the  ftate* 
excepting  Maryland*  On  the  5  th  of  December  con-' 
grefs  refolved,  "  That  the  fentence  of  the  general  court 
martial  upon  general  Lee  be  carried  into  execution-'^ 
AU  but  New  York  and  the  Delaware  counties  were  re-* 
prefented.  Four  voted  in  the  affirmative,  two  in  the  nc- 
gatif^;  the  other  five  were  not  fufficiently  united  to  vote 
chher  ^mf.  It  is  probable,  that  a  regard  to  gen.  Wafli- 
iiigeop^  and  an  apprehenfion  that  if  the  fentence  wav 

not 
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t\ot  confirmed  he  might  refign,  prodiic^d  a  cowfirma-  KM^ 
tion.  But  the  genmne  patriotifm  of  die  commander  .J 
in  chief,  wotild  have  prevented  his  declining  to  ferve 
his  country,  while  his  exertions  were  acceptable,  had  the 
relblve  been  different.  In  thai  cafe,  no  ccufure  ccftjld 
have  fallen  upon  him,  it  wovrid  have  been  only  dcclar*- 
ing,  that  upon  a  clofe  attention  to  the  evidence  contained 
in  the  trial,  with  a  cc^y  of  which  every  member  was*  fiar-* 
nilhed,  congrefs  thought  the  court  martial  miftaken. 

Wednefday  the  jothof  December  was  bbfervedbyordet^ 
of  congrels  as  a  thankfgiving  day.     At  this  very  period,. 
the  affairs  of  the  United  States  were  in  a  moft  diftreffedLi 
ruinous  and  deplorable  condition.     Idlenefs,  diiTipatioa 
and  extravagance^  feemed  to  have  laid  feft  hold  of  the  . 
generality ;  and  peculation,  Ipeculation,  and  an  infati^blc- 
thirft  for  riches,  to  have  gotten  the  better  of  every  other 
conMeration  and  almoft  of  every  order  of  -men.   Party 
difputes  and  perfonal  quarrels  were  the  great  biafinefs  o£ 
the  day,  while  the  momentous  concerns  of  the  empire^ 
a  great  and  accumulated  debt,  ruined  finances,  depFC- 
ciated  money,  and  want  of  credit  i( which  in  the  confe- 
ijuences  is  the  want  of  every  thing)  were  but  fecondary 
confiderations,  and  poftponed  by  congrefs  from  tim^  to 
time,  as  if  their  affairs  wore  the  moft  promifing  afpeft. 
The  paper  was  finking  in  Philadelphia  daily  50  .per  cent.^ 
and  yet  an  affembly,  ca  confort,  a  dinner  or  fopper  (which; 
coft  two  or  three  hundred  pounds)  did  not  only  take 
men  off  from  acting,  but  even  from  thinkii^g  of  thi* 
bufinefs.    Some  of  the  aiioft  difiatercfted  and  patricttic  • 
Americans  felt  more  real  diftrefe  on  account  of  this  ap-^: 
pearance  of  things,  than  they  had  done  ^  any  oncithzur^ 
&ice  the  commei\cemcQt  of  the  difpute* 
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'779»  Cohgrefs  refolvcd,  that  as  many  counterfeits  had  ap^ 
i.  '  pearcd  in  cireulation  of  various  denominations  of  the 
cmiflion  of  May  20,  1777,  and  April  ii^  1778,-  the 
whole  emiflions  of  thefe  two  dates,  fhould  be  taken  out 
of  circulation.  They  were  to  be  received  within  a  li- 
mited term  for  continental  debts  and  taxes j  and  into 
the  continental  loan  offices,-  either  to  loan  or  be  ex- 
changed at  the  ele&ion  of  the  owners.  The  counter- 
feiting of  the  bills,  according  to  my  information,  ori- 
ginated with  either  James  or  John  Rankin,  formerly  of 
]  York  county  in  Pennfylvania.  Having  quitted  their 
'  ferms  and  joined  the  royalifts,  that  government  confif- 
/  Gated  their  eftatest  one  of  them,  to  compenfate  for 
i  his  loffes  and  avenge  himfelf  upoit  the  United  States, 
!  entered  upon  the  bufinefs  of  counterfeiting  their  paper 
currency,  which  was  afterward  pradtifed  by  others. 

The  convention  troops  were  fent  off  in  the  fecond 
week  of  November  to  Virginia :  the  Germans  marched 
from  Cambridge,  the  Britifh  from  Rudand,  in  which 
town  they  had  been  quartered  for  fome  time  back.  But 
as  the  people  could  not  banifti  from  their  minds,  the 
notions  they  had  imbibed  of  the  cruelties  the  American 
prifoners  had  received,  and  as  fome  were  afraid  of  being 
plundered,  and  others  of  being  killed,  the  troops  while 
upon  their  march  met  with  great  incivility  from  all  ranks 
and  degrees  of  men.  The  militia  guard,  which  ef- 
corted  gen.  Reidefel's  baggage  from  Hartford  to  the 
York  line,  broke  open  fome  of  the  boxes  and  plundered 
them  of  feveral  dozen  of  wine,  a  great  number  of  iper- 
maceti  candles,  and  five  dozen  packs  of  cards.  The 
general  was  fo  much  difpleafed  with  their  condudt,  that 
be  wrote  a  letter  to  gen.  M'Dougall,  who  returned  a 

very 
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very  polite  anfwer,  and  furnifhed  a  guard  of  continental  1779, 
troops  to  efcort  the  baggage  to  Suffex  court-houfe  in 
the  Jcrfeys. 

Mr.  Gerard  prefented  memorials  to  congrefs,  the  fub-  *"*• 
jed  of  which  they  determined  to  take  into  immediate  ' 
confideration,  at  the  fame  time  informing  him,  that  if 
he  wifhed  to  communicate  any  thing  further,  they  would 
jceceive  the  fame  from  him  in  a  private  audience* 
He  having  a  wifh  to  make  further  conimunication,  at- 
tended on  the  i5th>  when  congrefe  was  refolved  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole.  The  committee  reported,  on 
the  23d,  '^  That  upon  the  confideration  of  all  the  mat- 
ters  referred,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  is  difpofed  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  the  United 
States  of  America  5  that  he  hath  manifefted  this  difpo- 
fition  in  a  dccifive  declaration  lately  made  to  the  court 
of  Great  Britain ;  that  in  confequence  of  fuch  declara- 
tion, the  independence  of  thefe  United  States  muft  be 
finally  acknowledged  by  Great  Britain,  and  immediately 
thereon  a  negotiation  for  peace  will  be  fet  on  foot  be- 
tween the  powers  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and  thefe 
United  States,  under  the  mediation  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
jefty  J  or  that  Spain  will  take  part  in  the  war,  and  his 
Catholic  majefty  will  unite  his  force  with  the  mod  Chrif- 
tian  king  and  the  United  States ; — That  in  order  to  be 
in  readinefs  for  a  negotiation,  the  minifters  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  inliructed  by  congrels  on  the  feveral 
following  particulars,  viz.  i.  What  to  infift  upon  as  the  . 
ultimatum  of  thefe  ftates :  2.  What  to  yield  or  require 
on  terms  of  mutual  exchange  and  compenfation.'*  The 
committee  reported  their  opinion  upon'  thefe  points, 
.    Vol.  III.  .0^  .vfrhich 
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J779'  which  were  afterward  the  fubjeds  of  confiderarion  irt 
congrefs, 

Mr.  Gerard  manifefted  a  defire,  that  the  war  might 
not  be  prolonged  by  too  high  and  unreafonable  deniands  5 
and  that  the  United  States  would  bring  their  ukinaatuni 
is  low  as  poffible.     He  ftrongly  reconr>mended  mode- 

I  ration.  The  fate  of  war  was  uncertain ;  and  he  hinted 
that  a  decifive  naval  engagement  in  favor  of  the  Britilb, 

j     might  give  a  great  turn  to  their  affairs.     Mr.  S.  Adams 
was  for  infilling  upon  the  ceflion  of  Canada  and  Nova 
•^  Scotia;  and  fome  wer'e  for  adding  Florida,     Congrefs 
19.    agreed,  ifl:^  What  fhould  be  the  bounds  of  the  Thir- 
teen  United  States  in  the  ultimatum  ■*.    2d,  That  every 
port  and  place  within  the  United  States,  and  every  ifland, 
harbour  and  road  to  them,  or  any  of  them  belonging, 
fhould  be  abfolutely  evacuated  by  the  land  and  fea-  force* 
of  his  Britannic  majefly,  and  yielded  to  the  powers  of 
tSieftate  fo  which  they  refpeftively  belong;     The  fifhery 
is  a  point  which  the  New  Englanders  are  much  let  upon 
having  fecured,  and  which  will  occafion  repeated  de- 
^  feates,  and  be  long  before  it  is  fulfy  and  finally  deter- 

mined. 

Tiie  Parifian  miniftefy  Monfieur  Vergennes,.  does  not 

•'  confine  his  policy  to  the  eftablifhment  of  American  in- 
dependence ;  it  aims  at  fecuring  to  the  French  the  New- 
foundland fifhery  to  the  exclufion  of  the  United  States^' 
and  to  the  Spaniards  the  fole  navigation  of  the  Mifli- 
flippi,  and  the  lands  on  the  eaftem  fide  of  it,  at  the  back 
of  the  prefeht  fettlements  of  the  Unitied  States,-  and 
therefore  called  the  Wefl:ern  lands.  You  muft  ufe  this 
information  as  a  clew  to  guide:  you  through  th^  labjrrinth? 
of  Mr.  Gerard's  negotiation.    Nine  days  after  he  had 

his 
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his  audience  of  congrels,  they  received  the  account  of  j  779* 

1 
/ 


tiie  king  of  Naples  having  opened  his  pom  to  the  flag  ' 


of  the  United  States  of  America* 

The  ftroke  aimed  at  gen.  Mifflin  by  the  congrefs  re^ 
Iblve  of  June  ii,  1778,  (fee  p/ 12.)  having  anfwered  its 
intention,  all  further  proceedings  ceafed  i  on  which  the 
general,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft,  fent  a  letter  to  congrels 
cnclofing  his  comrhiflion,  which  for  reafons  therein  fet 
forth,  he  begged  leave  to  refign*  That  and  two  more 
letters  of  an  earlier  date  were  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three,  who  reported  on  the  ajd  of  January  1779, 
that  it  did  not  appear  to  them  that  any  prpceedings  had 
taken  place  llnce  the  refolve  of  June  the  iith^  and  that 
if  the  faid  refolution  was  to  be  carried  into  execution,  it 
fliould  be  done  in  the  ufual  manner,  and  that  gen*  Wafh- 
ington  Ihould  have  diredtions  accbrdingly.  Still  the 
matter  refted,  fo  that  Mifflin  on  the  25  th  of  February, 
informed  congrefs  that  he  had  not  heard  what  was  their 
pleafure  as  to  his  refignatbri,  and  requefted  of  them  afrefh 
to  accept  it,  ^hich  they  then  refolved  to  do.  Thus  hc 
has  been  impelled  to  lay  afide  hi«  military  charafter, 
which  for  the  liberties  of  his  country  he  had  aflumedy 
though  of  the  quaker  denomination  :  but  he  retains  his 
patriotifm,  and  will  continue  a  volunteer  in  the  fervice 
of  the  public.  He  refomed  the  quarter  mafter  generars 
department  in  September  1776  (then  vacant  through  a 
refignation)  by  the  defire  and  order  of  congrefs,  and  not 
for  any  private  view  6r  emoluments  of  his  own,  fo  that 
he  did  not  confider  himfelf  as  refponfible  for  the  cala- 
mitous efFefts  of  any  delay,  which  depended  not  on 
himfelf  or  his  affociates,  but  on  congrefs* 

Let  us  refume  our  account  of  military  opq^ations^ 

0^2  The 
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'77^'     The  South  Carolina  delegates,  rather  with  a  view  to 
conqueft,  than  from  any  fpecial  apprehenfion  of  danger 
;      to  their  own  or  neighbouring  ftate,  from  the  troops  un- 
1      der  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  requefted  the  congrefs  to  appoint 
I      gen,  Lincoln  (on  whofe  chara6ter  they  juftly  repofed 
I     great  confidence)  to  the  command  of  all  their  forces  to 
1     the  fouthward :  accordingly  they  made  the  appointment 
on  the  25th  of  September,  and  ordered  him  to  repair 
immediately  to  Charleftown.     When  he  took  his  leave 
t>f  them  in  Oftober,  they  had  in  contemplation  the  re- 
duftion  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  fcheme 
for  effefting  it,  with  the  obfervations  of  two  gentlemen 
on  the  Jftrength  of  St.  Auguftine.     The  firft  hint  of  a 
deftination  of  Britifh  troops  for  Georgia  appears  to  have 
been  given  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  a  letter  of  the 
9th  of  Odlober,   from  a  confidential  correfpondent  at 
New  York.     It  was  the  4th  of  December  before  the  ge- 
,    heral  arrived  at  Charleftown.     The  North  Carolina  ftate, 
!    on  the  firft  intelligence  of  an  intended  embarkation  from 
;    New  York  for  the  fouthward,  generoufly  raifed  about 
12000  militia  to  ferve  for  five  months ;  put  them  under 
the  command  of  gens,  Alhe  and  Rutherford,  and  fent 
them  forward  without  delay.     They  came  on  with  fuch 
djfpatch,  that  had  they  not  been  detained  ten  days  near 
Charleftown,    to  be  furniflied  with  arms,    they  would 
have  been  in  time  to  have  joined  gen.  HoWe  before  the 
reduftion  of  Savannah.     South  Carolina  had  jiot  a  fuf- 
ficient  ftock  of  public  arms  for  the  militia  of  both  ftates, 
and  fufpended  the  diftribution  of  them,  till  it  became 
certain  whether  South  Carolina  or  Georgia  was  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  Britifti  armament,  which  could  not  be  de- 
termined while  it  was  in  the  offing.     On  the  morning 

of 
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of  the  26th,    two  regiments  of  150  men  each  from' 779* 
Charleftown,  with  the  Jevies  and  militia  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, amounting  to  about  950,  marched  for  Georgia : 
they  made  their  firft  junftion  with  the  American  army 
after  their  retreat  over  the  Savanoah. 

January  the  3d,    gen.  Lincoln  eftablifhed  his  head  Jan* 
quarters  at  Puryiburgh,  about  30  miles  from  the  mouth     ^* 
of  the  Savannah.     He  met  with  a  fore  difappointment. 
He  had  been  encouraged  to  expeft  a  force  confifting  of 
7000  men,  befide  the  militia  of  South  Carolina  and^ 
Georgia,  whereas  he  had  only  1400  in  the  whole.     He 
was  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  he  fhould  meet  with  great 
plenty  of  fupplies  and  military  ftores,  inftead  of  \vhich 
there  were  no  field  pieces,  arms,  tents,*  camputenfils  or 
lead,  and  but  very  little  powder  j  in  Ihort,  hardly  any 
article  in  the  arfenal  or  quarter-mafter's  ftore,  all  occa- 
fioned  by  the  want  of  a  military  cheft.     A  large  propor* 
tion  of  the  South  Carolina  militia  was  draughted,  and  \ 
marched  under  gen.  Richardfon  for  head  quarters.    But  \ 
they  behaved  very  badly,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arti*    \ 
cles  of  war  for  the  government  of  the  continentals,  and 
left  the  camp  and  even  their  pofts  at  pleafure  with  im- 
punity ;  as  gen.  Lincoln  had  no  hold  of  them,  their 
own  ftate  law  only  impofing  a  fijie,  inftead  of  putting 
them  upon  the  fame  footing  congrefs  had  ordered  for 
all  the  militia  when  in  pay  of  the  continent  and  afting 
withxthe  regular  troops,     When  ordered  on  command, 
and  implicit  obedience  was  cxpefted,  they  would  aflc  at 
times — "  Whither  are  we  going?   And  how  long  are 
we  to  ftay  ?"  By  the  a4th  of  January  moft  of  them  had 
left  the  camp.     Their  defedion  however  was  in  fpme 
jneafure  repaired  by  the  arrival  ^t  length  of  gen,  A<h9 

0^3  near 


tyy  ,TH«    HISTORY     OF     THX 

?779'ncar  head  quarters,  on  the  31ft,  with  about  iioc  n^en, 
which  addition  made  the  number  of  rank  and  fik  under 
Lincoln  2428,  befide  367  on  connnriand. 
^  "While  the  greateft  part  of  the  AmerioBin  force  con- 
■  fifted  of  fuch  ungovernable  militia,  gen.  Prevoft  joined 
Ijcol.  Campbell  with  700  regular  troops  from  St.  Au- 
guftine.  With  this  increafe  of  numbers  he  wiihed  to 
cftiblifh  a^poft  in  South  Carolina,  and  detached  200 
men  to  take  poffeffion  of  Port-Royal  ifland.  Soon  after 
Feb.  they  landed,  gen.  Moultrie,  at  the  head  of  an  equal 
?*  number,  in  which  there  were  only  nine  regular  Ibidiers, 
attacked  and  drove  them  off.  This  advantage  was  prin- 
cipally gained  by  two  field  pieces,  well  ferved  by  a  party 
of  the  Charleftown  militia  artillery.  The  Britifli  loft 
almoft  all  their  officers ;  and  feveral  prifoncrs  were  taken. 
The  Americans  had  a  lieutenant  and  feven  privates  kill- 
fjd,  and  22  wounded.  This  fuccefs  checked  the  Bri- 
tifli, and  for  the  prefent  prevented  any  enterprife  againft 
South  Carolii^a  5  but  they  extended  themfelves  over  a 
great  part  of  Georgia,  and  eftablifhed  two  pofts,  one  at 
Ebenezer,  and  tlie  other  at-  Augufta.  The  laft  place 
being  high  up  in  the  country,  was  a  good  pofition  for 
awing  the  weftern  inhabitants,  and  a  convei)ietit  ren- 
dezvous for  the  royalifts.  Here  the  Britifli  endeavour- 
ed to  ftrengthen  themfelves  by  the  addition  of  South 
Carolina  tories.  They  employed  emiflaries  to  encou- 
rage them  to  a  general  infurreftion,  and  aflured  themi 
that  if  they  would  crofs  the  Savannah,  and  add  their 
force  to  that  of  the  king's  army  at  Auguft:a,  they  "VTOuld 
|)ave  fuch  a  decided  fuperiority,  as  would  6f^&tizllf 
crufli  their  enemies,  and  make  a  fpeedy  r^thiu  to  thtit 
l^mes  prafticable  on  their  own  terms.    The  ^nif  con'-s 

fifte4 


A  M  E  A  I  €  A  N^      REVOLUTION.  SJI 

fifted  of  about  2000  regulars  and  royalifts  under  col.  *779* 
Campbell.  Several  hundreds  of  the  Carolina  tories  col- 
lected, embodied  under  the  denomination  of  loy^ 
alifts,  and  marched  along  the.  weftern  frontiers  of  South 
Carolina.  They  had  fuch  numbers  of  the  moft.infar 
mous  charafters  among  them,  that  their  general  com- 
plexion was  that  of  a  plundering  banditti,  more  folieitous  ^ 
for  booty  than  the  honor  and  intereft  of  their  royal 
mafter.  As  they  marched,  they  appropriated  to  their 
own  ufe  every  kind  of  property  they  could  carry  oK 
Col.  Pickins  upon  intelligence  of  their  progrefs  and  ra» 
pine,  colleded  the  whig  militia  of  the  diftridt  of  Nine- 
ty Six.  He  left  a  guard  at  the  Cherokee  ford  to  impede 
their  crofling  the  Savannah,  -while  he  went  upon  fonvs 
other  fervice ;  during  his  abfence  they  made  good-  their 
paflage.  He  immediately  followed  them  with  about 
300  men ;  came  up  with  and  engaged  them  about  three-  ^4* 
quarters  of  an  hour,  when  they  gave  way  and  were  to- 
tally routed.  They  had  40  killed,  including  their  leader 
col.  Boyd,  who  had  been  fecretly  employed  by  the.Bri- 
tiih  to  coliedt  and  head  them.  Pickins  had  nine  killed 
and  feveral  wounded.  By  this  aftion  the  tories  were 
difperfed  all  over  the  country.  Some  ran  to  North  Ca- 
rolina. Many  returned  home,  and  caft  themfelves  upon 
the  mercy  of  their  ftate  government.  Being  the  fub- 
jefts  of  South  Carolina,  they  were  tried  in  a  regular 
manner,  and  70  were  condemned  to  die ;  but  fehtence 
was  executed  only  on  5  principals,  and  the  reft  were* 
pardoned. 

The  Britifh  having  extended  their  pofts  up  the  river, 
gen.  Lincoln  fixed  encampments  at  Black  Swamp,  and 
nearly  oppofite  to  Augiifta  on  the  north  fide.  With  a  view 
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'779'of  ftrengthening  the  laft,  and  improving  any  advantages 
which  might  offer  for  crofling  the  river,  and  limiting 
the  Britifh  to  the  fea  coaft  of  Georgia,  gen.  Aftie  was 
ordered  to  the  upper  parts  of  the  country.  He  began 
his  march  on  the  loth,  with  1500  North  Carolina  mi- 
litia,  and  the  remains  of  the  Georgia  continentals ;  and 
on  the  13th  in  the  evening  reached  gen*  Williamlbn's 
camp  bppofite  Augufta.  That  fame  night  col.  Camp- 
bell made  fo  hafty  a  retreat  from  Augufta,  that  by  eight 
the  next  morning  he  had  marched  14  miles  lower 
down.  This  precipitate  movement  was  owing  to  fdme 
falfe  intelligence  refpefting  either  Afhe's  force,  or  the 
arrival  of  a  large  body  of  continentals  at  Charleftown ; 
which  Campbell  credited,  and  from  whence  he  inferred 
the  neceffity  of  an  immediate  retreat  to  prevent  his  being 
cut  off.  Lincoln  finding  that  he  had  quitted  Augufta, 
Feb.  wrote  to  Aftie,  that  it  was  of  the  greateft  importance, 
that  if  the  enemy  was  out  of  the  upper  part  of  the  coun- 
try, he  Ihould  follow  them  down  as  faft  as  poffible,  left 
by  a  forced  march  they  IhouId  join  their  own  troops 
below,  attempt  his  poft,  and  drive  him  from  it,  before 
he  (Afhe)  could  come  up  with  their  rear. ,  Lincoln  on 
the  aad  fent  him  the  following  intimation — "  I  think 
that  Briar  Creek  will  be  a  good  ftand  for  you,  until  fome 
plan  of  cor^operation  be  digeftcd,  for  which  purpofe,  as 
foon  as  you  arrive  there,  I  will  meet  you  at  the  Two 
Sifters,  you  appointing  the  time.*'  Afhe  croflcdthe 
Savannah  with  about  1^00  troops^  befide  aoo  light  horfe. 
On  Saturday  morning  the'^zyth,  the  army  arrived  at  tl^e 
lower  bridge  on  Briar  Creek.  The  next  day  gens.  Brian 
and  Elbert  took  poffeffion  of  a  proper  fpot  of  ground 
at  twelve  o'clock  and  cncamped;j  Aftie  being  gone  to 

meet 
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meet  Lincoln.    On  March-  the  od,  the  officer  of  the  1775. 
day  Reported,  that  reconnoitring  parties  of  the  enemy's 
horfe  and  foot  had  been  feen  within  their  picquets  the 
night  preceding.    Afhe  returned  the,  evening  of  the  ad  W^» 
to  camp;     On  Wednefday  the  3d,  nothing  was  in  for- 
wardnefs  for  repairing  the  bridge  which  Campbell  .fiad 
deilroyed  in  his  return  dovmward,  though  it  had  been 
reported  five  days  before,  that  the  repair  would  take  lip 
but  fix  hours.    About  two  in  the  afternoon,  informa- 
tion was  given,  >  that  one  of  their  foldiers  had  fix  balk « 
ihot  through  his  body  1  little  or  no  notice  was  taken  of 
it.     Within  an  hour  after,  an  account  was  brought>  that 
500  Britifh  regulars  were  at  the  ferry.    At  half  paft  four 
a  few  of  the  American  horfemen  reti^rned  firom  fkir- 
mifliing  with  the  enemy,  when  orders  were  ifllied  for  the 
troops  to  be  formed  into  platoons  from  the  right,  and 
compofed  into  a  column :  it  was  not  long  before  the  - 
Britifh  light  infantry  appeared.    Lieut  col.  Prevoft,  after 
a  circuitous  march  of  ^bout  50  miles,  in  which  he  crofled 
Briar  Creek  15  miles  above  Aflie's  encampnlent, '  came 
unexpectedly  on  his  rear  with  a  detachment  of  shcmt  500 
men,  including  fome  horfe.     Upon  the  a]:^)earance  of 
the  Britifh  light  infantry,  Albe  faid  to  Elbert,  who  com- 
manded the  continentals-^*^  Sir,  you  had  better  advance 
and  engage  them.''    They  did  not  exceed  100  rank  and 
file,  but  upon  Elbert's  orderiaig  them,  the/  formed,  ad«> 
vanced  thirty  yards  in  fiont  of  the  enemy,  and<x>nEi- 
menced  a  very  ibarp  fiire  on  them,   which  contintk»d 
about -fifteen  minutes,    Afhe  and  the  North  Carolina  • 
militia  remained  about  100  yards  in  the  rear  entirely  in^ 
adive.     Inflead  of  advancing  to  iuppcfrt  the  continen* 
sals,  they  were  ftruck  with  fuch  a  panic  at  being  fo  fxmn^    .    , 

2  pletely 
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^779*plctely  furprifed,  that  they  went  to  the  right  about,  and 
fled  in  confufion  without  difcharging  a  fingle  mufkct* 
The  few  Georgia  regulars  finding  themfelves  thus'  de- 
fertcd,  and  beipg  furrounded  by  a  great  part  of  the  enetny, 
broke  and  endeavoured  alfo  to  efcape.     Elbert  did  every 
jthing  to  rally  th^m  but  in  vain.     He  and  the  furvivors 
jof  his  brave  corps  were  made  prifoncrs.     About  150 
Americans  were  killed,  and  16^  were  captured.     None 
had  any  chance  of  efcaping  but  by  crofling  the  river,  in 
/  attempting  which  many  were  drowned ;  of  jthofe  who 
got  over  fafe,  a  great  part  returned  honfi«,  and  never 
tnore  rejoined  the  American  campj  the  niimber  that 
joined  it,  did  not  exceed  450  men.     This  eveht  de- 
prived gen.  Lincoln  of  one  fourth  of  his  number,  fe- 
cured  to  the  Britifh  the  poffeflion  of  Georgia,  and  opened 
a  communication  between  them,  the  Indiaps^  .and  thp 
tories  of  South  and  North  Carolina^ 

Toward  the  end  of  the  laft  year^  an  American  camp 
was  formed  at  Di^bury,  the  fufferings  it  underwent  you 
may  colled  from  the  following  paffage  in  the  letter  of  a 
field  officer  of  January  ^3d. — *^  We  were  not  ynder 
cover,  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  year.  It  was 
diftreffing  to  fee  our  officers  and  men  in  tents  in  fucl^ 
fevere  cdd  weadicr.  Added  to  which,  and  the  fprnier 
lift  of  grievances,  was  the  want  of  provifions,  Froni 
fix  to  nine  days  were  our  men  frequently  without  bread. 
A  revolt  took  place  in  general  Huntingt(Mi's  brigade : 
4too  men  got  under  arms,  and  marched  off  the  ground 
fo  an  advantageous  ppft,  where  they  expedted  ta  have 
feeen  joined  by  the  men  of  thp other  two  brigades;  but 
by  the  alacrity  of  the  officers  and  gen.  Putnam'§  influ- 
they  iweuc  di^erfed.'* 
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An  expeditkm  !has  ti&en  ^greed'ba  agai^^ 
Indians  of  the  fix  natbtts.  Tte  comnfiaml  of  it  is  tb 
be  intruded  with  gen.  Sulfivanr  The  fiaft  is  to  diVidb 
the  force*  into  three  parts.  The  principal  confiftiifjg  <jf 
^bout/jooo  is  to  go  by  the  way  of  Suiquehannft*  •  Ano- 
thfer  of  about  looo  is  to  enter  the  Indian  cofiinfe^  Ky  thfe 
Mohawk  river ;  and  the  other  of  about  500  is  to*  attfetdt: 
by  the  Ohio  aiid  Alfegahany  risers,  Gen,  Wi(hingto4 
is  endeavouring,  by  ajppear^nces  of  an  expedition  » 
Canada,  to  induce  the  Britilh  governor  to  keep  his  forcfc 
at  home  j  and  widt  a  view  to  it,  befide  jeaknifies  whicb 
have  been  excited  on  d\e  fide  of  lake  Champlain,  he  % 
trying  to  create  others  by  the  way  of  Coosr.  A  xxAi^ 
fiderable  nunnber  of  Americans  was  employed  the  laft 
year  in  cutting  a  road  from  thence  toward  Canada. 
Col.  Hazen  is  now  gone  with  his  regiment  to  extcn4 
the  road  toward  the  Sorel,  and  give  the  appearance  of 
an  intention  to  invade  the  province  by  that  paffitgc.  The 
American  army  are  bett«-  clad  and  nrtore  healAy  than 
they  have  ever  been  fince  the  formation  of  tlie  army. 

The  procuring  of  early  alid  good  intelligence  «  of  ihft 
highefl:  importance  iio  the  Atherifcin  commander  ill 
chief.     He*  has  therefore  directed  one  of  his  conifidentia! 

•        f  .  ■  * 

correfpondents  to  fdide  at  New  York,  to  mix  with  and 
put  on  the  airs  of  a  tory,  thelreby  to  coner  liis  real  cha-i 
rafter  and  avoid  fufpicion.  He  has  liintcd  to  him  tA 
intimacy  with  fome'  well  informed  refugee.  Mewibcrs 
of  congrefs  are  not  truB^  with  the  tiatrics  of  f^h'  c6r-^  . 
ffcfpondentSi  concerilihg  wKorh  flie  ftfifteft  honor,  Wifi 
the  pfofoundeft  fecrecy,  is  cAfef^edi  a&d  every  jipecW-i 
tion  taken  to  prevent  a  difcoVfcty  -bf  tnfweftlenltcd^ 
dents.    They  are  fomilhcd  -wSMfc  two  chymicrf1iq«ids,^ 

'"  or 
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i779.orfympathetic  inks,  the  one  fw  writing,  and  the  other 
for  rendering  what  is  written  vifible  5  the  fornaer  of  that 
nature  as  not  to  become  vifible  by  any  mean  whatever, 
but  by  having  the  latter  rubbed  over  it. 

The  king'^  fpeech  on  opening  the  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, has  been  circulated  through  the  United  States 
more  than  a  month  ago.  The  popular  leaders  have 
been  diverting  themfelves  with  it.  They  triumph  at 
obferving,  that  it  is  replete  with  complaints  of  the  un- 
exampled and  unprovoked  hoftility  of  the  court  of  France 
--•that  while  the  profeflions  of  neutral  powers  are  repre- 
fentfed  as  friendly,  their  armaments  are  mentioned  as 
iulpicious-*-and  that  there  is  a  total  filence  with  regard 
to  the  American  war. 

A  number  of  loyal  refugees  had  petitioned,  and  been 
permitted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  embody,  under  proper 
officers,  and  to  retaliate  and  make  reprifals  ;upon  the 
Americans  declared  to  be  in  adual  rebellion  againft  their 
fovereign.  A.  p^ty  of  them,  who  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Maffachufetts,  made  an  attempt  upon 
Falmouth  in  Barnftable  county,  but  were  repulfed  by 
April  ^^  i^iJitia.  They  renewed  it,  but  not  fucceeding,  went 
5.  off  to  Nantucket,  and  landed  aoo  men,  entered  the 
town,  broke  open  warehoufes,  and  carried  off  large  quanti- 
ties of  oil,  whalebone,  molaffes,  fugar,  coffee,  and  every 
thing  that  fell  in  their  way.  They  alfo  carried  off  two 
brigs,  loaded  for  the  Weft  Indies,  two  or  three  fchoon- 
crs,  and  a  large  number  of  boats.  In  a  proclamation 
they  left  behmd,  they  took  notice  of  their  having  been 
imprifoned,  compelled  to  abandon  their  dwellings,  friends 
and  connexions,  had  their  eftates  fequeftercd,  and  been, 
themfelrep  formally  banilbed,  never  to  return  on  pain 

of 
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of  death.    Thus  circumftanced,  diey  conceived  them-  ^n^* 
felves  warranted,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  to  wage 
war  againft  their  perfecutors,  and  to  ufe  every  mean  in 
their  power  to  obtain  compenfation  for  their  fufferings. 

The  news  of  the  French  king's  declaration  of  war, 
publiftied  at  Martinico  in  the  middle  of  laft  Auguft,  but 
figned  at  Verfailles  the  28  th  of  June,  and  'the  capture 
of  Dominica  by  the  French,  reached  the  continent  as 
early  as  could  be  expefted.  By  the  accounts  that  arc 
given,  the  Britilh  government  had  been  at  an  unufual 
cxpence  in  fortifying  that  ifland,  and  tiie  works  had  becH' 
lately  covered  with  a  numerous  artillery,  fent  from  B.ri* 
tain  for  the  purpofe.  But  though  there  were  160  pieces, 
of  cannon  and  20  mortars,  the  regular  troops  who  com-*- 
pofed  the  garrifon  amounted  only  to  about  a  hundredi^ 
Neither  the  importance  nor  the  weaknefs  of  Dominica^ 
efcaped  the  attention  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  gover- 
nor  general  of  the  French  windward  iflands,  whofe  re- 
fidence  was  at  Martinico.  He  therefore  landed  on  the 
ifland  with  about  12000  men,  under  cover  of  fbme  fri- 
gates and  privateers,  about  day  break  of  laft  September 
the  7  th,  and  proceeded  to  attack  the  difFdrent  batteries 
and  forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force  did  by  fea.  The 
handful  of  regulars,  with  the  militia  and  inhabitants  in 
general,  did  all  that  could  be  expefted,  but  defence  was 
fruitlefs,  fo  that  the  lieutenant  governor.  Stuart,  to  fave 
the  inhabitants  from  plunder  and  ruin,  entered  into  ^  ca-* " 
pitulation,  which  was  foon  concluded.  The  terms  were 
the  moft  moderate  that  could  be  conceived;  the  marquis> 
out  of  his  great  humanity,  having  nearly  agreed,  with- 
out difculTion  or  referve,  to  every  cpndition  propofcd  in 
favor  of  the  peofle,  whofe  only  change  was  that  of  fo- 

vereignty. 
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^Tl^'  The  South  Carolina  delegates,  rather  with  a  view  to 
conqueft,  than  from  any  fpecial  apprehenfion  of  danger 

••  to  their  own  or  neighbouring  ftate,  from  the  troops  un- 
der Sir  Henry  Clinton,  requefted  the  congrefs  to  appoint 
gen,  Lincoln  (on  whofe  charafter  they  juftly  repofed 

:      great  confidence)  to  the  command  of  all  their  forces  to 

1  the  fouthward :  accordingly  they  made  the  appointment 
on  the  25th  of  September,  and  ordered  hirh  to  repair 
immediately  to  Charleftown.  When  he  took  his  leave 
t>f  them  in  Oftober,  they  had  in  contemplation  the  re- 
duftion  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  fcheme 
for  efFefting  it,  with  the  obfervations  of  two  gentlemen 
on  the  Jftrength  of  St.  Auguftine.  The  firft  hint  of  a 
deftination  of  Britilh  troops  for  Georgia  appears  to  have 
been  given  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  a  letter  of  the 
9th  of  Oftober,  from  a  confidential  correfpondent  at 
New  York,  It  was  the  4th  of  December  biefore  the  ge- 
neral arrived  at  Charleftown,  The  North  Carolina  ftate, 
I    on  the  firft  intelligence  of  an  intended  embarkation  from 

I  New  York  for  the  fouthward,  generoufly  raifed  about 
^000  militia  to  ferve  for  five  months ;  put  them  under 
the  command  of  gens,  Afhe  and.  Rutherford,  and  fent 

i 

them  forward  without  delay.  They  came  on  with  fuch 
dilpatch,  that  had  they  not  been  detained  ten  days  near 
Charleftown,  to  be  furniflied  with  arms,  they  would 
have  been  in  time  to  have  joined  gen,  HoWe  before  the 
reduftion  of  Savannah.  South  Carolina  had  not  a  liif- 
ficient  ftock  of  public  arms  for  the  militia  of  both  ftates, 
and  fufpended  the  diftribution  of  them,  till  it  became 
certain  whether  South  Carolina  or  Georgia  was  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  Britifti  armament,  which  could  not  be  de- 
termined while  it  was  in  the  offing.     On  the  morning 

'  of 
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of  the  26th,    two  regiments  of  150  men  each  from'779* 
Charleftown,  with  the  Jevies  and  militia  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, amounting  to  about  950,  marched  for  Georgia: 
they  made  their  firft  junftion  with  the  American  army 
after  their  retreat  over  the  Savannah. 

January  the  3d,    gen.  Lincoln  eftablifhed  his  head  Jan. 
quarters  at  Puryfburgh,  about  30  miles  from  the  mouth     ^* 
of  the  Savannah.     He  met  with  a  fore  difappointment. 
He  had  been  encouraged  to  expeft  a  force  confifting  of 
7000  men,  befide  the  militia  of  South  Carolina  and^ 
Georgia,  whereas  he  had  only  1400  in  the  whole.     He 
was  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  he  fhould  meet  with  great 
plenty  of  fupplies  and  military  ftores,  inftead  of  \vhich 
there  were  no  field  pieces,  arms,  tents,*  camputenfik  or 
lead,  and  but  very  little  powder  j  in  Ihort,  hardly  any 
article  in  the  arfenal  or  quarter-mafter's  ftore,  all  occa- 
fioned  by  the  want  of  a  military  cheft.     A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  South  Carolina  militia  was  draughted,  and 
marched  under  gen.  Richardfon  for  head  quarters.    But   , 
they  behaved  very  badly,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arti-    j 
cles  of  war  fpr  the  government  of  the  continentals,  and    ! 
left  the  camp  and  even  their  pofts  at  pleafure  with  im- 
punity ;  as  gen.  Lincoln  had  no  hold  of  them,  their 
own  ftate  law  only  impofing  a  fii:)e,  inftead  of  putting 
them  upon  the  fanae  footing  congrefs  had  ordered  for     ■ 
all  the  militia  when  in  pay  of  the  continent  and  afting 
withvthe  regular  troops.     When  ordered  on  command, 
and  implicit  obedience  was  expefted,  they  would  alk  at 
times — "  Whither  are  we  going?   And  how  long  are 
we  to  ftay  ?**  By  the  a4th  of  January  moft  of  them  had 
left  the  camp.     Their  defeftion  however  w;as  in  fpnie 
pieafure  repaired  by  iiie  arrival  ^t  length  of  gen,  Afhe 

0^3  near 
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'77^'  The  South  Carolina  delegates,  rather  with  a  view  to 
cdnqueft,  than  from  any  fpecial  apprehenfion  of  danger 
^-  to  their  own  or  neighbouring  date,  from  the  troops  un- 
der Sir  Henry  Clinton,  requefted  the  congrefs  to  appoint 
gen,  Lincoln  (on  whofe  charadter  they  juftly  repofed 
!  great  confidence)  to  the  command  of  all  their  forces  to 
i  the  fouthward :  accordingly  they  made  the  appointment 
;  on  the  25  th  of  September,  and  ordered  hirh  to  repair 
immediately  to  Charleftown,  When  he  took  his  leave 
t>f  them  in  Oftober,  they  had  in  contemplation  the  re- 
duftion  of  Eaft  Florida,  and  put  into  his  hands  a  fcheme 
for  efFefting  it,  with  the  obfervations  of  two  gentlemen 
on  the  Jftrength  of  St.  Auguftine.  The  firft  hint  of  a 
deftination  of  Britifli  troops  for  Georgia  appears  to  have 
been  given  to  the  commander  in  chief  by  a  letter  of  the 
9th  of  Odlober,  from  a  confidential  correipondent  at 
New  York.  It  was  the  4th  of  December  biefore  the  ge- 
neral arrived  at  Charleftown.  The  North  Carolina  ftatc, 
on  the  firft  intelligence  of  an  intended  embarkation  from 
;  New  York  for  the  fouthward,  generoufly  raifed  about 
^000  militia  to  ferve  for  five  months ;  put  them  under 
the  command  of  gens,  Afhe  and  Rutherford,  and  fent 
them  forward  without  delay.  They  came  on  with  fuch 
djlpatch,  that  had  they  not  been  detained  ten  days  near 
Charleftown,  to  be  furniflied  with  arms,  they  would 
have  been  in  time  to  have  joined  gen.  HoWe  before  the 
reduftion  of  Savannah.  South  Catolina  had  not  a  luf- 
ficicnt  ftock  of  publjc  arms  for  the  militia  of  both  ftates, 
and  fufpended  the  diftribution  of  them,  till  it  became 
certain  whether  South  Carolina  or  Georgia  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Britifh  armament,  which  could  not  be  de- 
termined while  it  wa3  in  the  offing.     On  the  morning 

of 
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of  the  26th,   two  regiments  of  150  men  each  from'779» 
Charleftown,  with  the  Jevies  and  militia  from  North  Ca- 
rolina, amounting  to  about  950,  marched  for  Georgia : 
tliey  made  their  firft  junftion  with  the  American  army 
after  their  retreat  over  the  Savanaah. 

January  the  3d,    gen.  Lincoln  eftablifhed  his  head  Jan* 
quarters  at  Puryfburgh,  about  30  miles  from  the  mouth    ^* 
of  the  Savannah.     He  met  with  a  fore  difappointment. 
He  had  been  encouraged  to  expeft  a  force  confifting  of 
7000  men,  befide  the  militia  of  South  Carolina  and~ 
Georgia,  whereas  he  had  onl)'  1400  in  the  whole.     He 
was  alfo  led  to  believe,  that  he  fliould  meet  with  great 
plenty  of  fupplies  and  military  ftores,  inftead  of  ^hich 
there  were  no  field  pieces,  arms,  tents,  1  camp  utenfils  or 
lead,  and  but  very  little  powder  j  in  Ihort,  hardly  any 
article  in  the  arfenal  or  quarter-mafter's  ftore,  all  occa- 
fioned  by  the  want  of  a  military  chcft.     A  large  propor- 
tion of  the  South  Carolina  militia  was  draughted,  and  \ 
marched  under  gen.  Richardfon  for  head  quarters.    But  \ 
they  behaved  very  badly,  refufed  to  fubmit  to  the  arti-    \ 
cles  of  war  fpr  the  government  of  the  continentals,  and    ! 
left  the  camp  and  even  their  ports  at  pleafure  with  im- 
punity ;  as  gen.  JL.incoln  had  no  hold  of  them,  their 
own  ftate  law  only  impofing  a  fii:)e,  inftead  of  putting 
them  upon  the  fame  footing  congrefs  had  ordered  for 
all  the  militia  when  in  pay  of  the  continent  and  afting 
withvthe  regular  troops,     \Yhen  ordered  on  command, 
and  implicit  obedience  was  cxpefted,  they  would  aflc  at 
times — "  Whither  are  we  going?   And  how  long  are 
we  to  ftay  ?''  By  the  a4th  of  January  moft  of  them  had 
left  the  camp.     Their  defedion  however  >yas  in  fpaie 
pieafure  repaired  by  the  arrival  at  length  of  gen,  Afhs 
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*779*  force  admiral  Byron.  On  the  8th  of  March,  adnairal 
Hughes,  with  fix  fliips  of  the  line  under  his  command, 
having  the  Eaft  apd  Weft  India  fleets  under  convoy, 
failed  from  iSt.  Helens  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  accompanied 
by  feveral  other  men  of  war,  fome*  in  different  ferViccs, 
and  others  to  return  after  attending  the  merchantmen 
to  a  certain  latitude. 

The  following  accounts  have  been  received  from  the 
Weft  indies. 

1778.     While  the  marquis  de  Bouille  was  engaged  in  re- 

* 

diicing  Dominica,  admiral  Harrington,  with  two  Ihips 
of  the  Un?  and  fome  frigares,  lay  at  Barbadoes,  waiting 
merely  for  ihftruftions  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  ex- 
peft  at  that  place,  and  which  >Verc  not  yet  arrived.  It 
was  the  French  declaration  of  war,  publifhed  at'Marti- 
nico,  that  firft  informed  him  of  hoftilities.  The  lofs 
of  two  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  frigates,  taken  by  the 
French  on  the  coaft  of  Hifpaniola,  proved  alfo  the 
earlieft  mean  of  conveying  intelligence  to  that  admiral, 
as  well  as  to  the  government  of  Jamaica,  where  he  was- 
ftationed,  that  a  war  had  aftuaUy  commenced. 

No  fooner  did  adm.  Barrington  receive  information  of 
the  invafion  of  Dominica,  than  he  difpenfed  with  the 
violation  of  his  orders,  and  proceeded  to  its  intended 
relief.  He  was  too  late,  as  the  conqueft  was  but  the 
work  of  a  day  :  his  fmall  fquadron  ho  we  ver>  removed 
the  panic  which  had  Ipread  through  the  neighbouring 
iflands,  and  efFeftuaUy  curbed  the  further  enterprifcs  of 
the  enemy. 

Count  d'Eftaing  failed  from  Bofton,  and  commodore 
Hocham  with  the  troops  under  gen.  Grant  from  Sandy 
Hook,   each  on  the  fame  day  for  the  Wdt  Indies. 

Both 
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Both  fleets  were  equally  involved  in  a  gale  of  wind  while '77fc 
on  their  paflage.  The  French  were  greatly  difperfed, 
which  probably  faved  the  Britifh  convoy  from  the  danger 
of  encountering  an  unequal  force,  fleering  unknown  to 
the  commodore  the  like  courfe  with  himfelf.  The  re- 
lative fituation  of  the  fleets  was  a  fecret  to  both  com^ 
manders :  but  they  were  fo  near  on  the  218  th  of  Novem- 
ber, that  a  Britifli  brigantine  with  four  horfes,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  d'Efl:aing.  The  commodore's  fleet  was 
the  moft  numerous ;  but  he  ha,d  the  fkill  and  happinefe 
of  keeping  them  together  during  the  gale,  and  of  getting 
the  fl:art  of  the  count,  fa  as  to  arrive  without  any  other 
lofs  than  of  the  brig  at  Barbadoes,  where  he  joined  adm. 
Barrington  on  the  loth  of •  December,  g^ 

An  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  St.  Lucie,  was 
immediately  undertaken  without  fufFering  the  troops  to 
land.     Within  two  days  they  failed  for  the  ifland  j  and 
the  referve  of  the  army,  condfting  of  the  5th  regiment, 
with  the  grenadiers  and  light  infantry  o^  the  whole,  wti^ 
der  general  Meadows,  landed  at  t\\t  grand  Cul  de  Sac 
on  the  13th  in .  the  evening.     That  officer  immediately  1^. 
pulhed  forward  with  his  detachment,  to  the  heights  on 
the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  which  were  Occupied  by  the 
French  commandant  with  the  regular  forces  and  militia* 
Thefe  pofts  he  foon  forced.     While  this  was  doing,  gen* 
Prefcot  landed  with    five   regiments,    with   which   he     ' 
guarded  the  environs' of  the  bay,    and  pufhed  on  ad- 
vanced pofts,  fo  as  to  preferve  a  communication  during 
the  night  with  the  referve.     When  morning  appeared, 
the  refet-ve,  fupported  by  Prefcot,  advanced  and  took 
pofleffion  of  the  fmall*  capital  of  Morne  Fortune.     The 
chevalier  de  Micoud  made  what  defence  he  was  able, 

R  2  but 
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1778^  but  was  coitipelled,  by  the  fupe^-iority  of  force,  td  retire 
from  one  poft  to  another,  as  the  Britilh  preffed  forward* 
Prefcot  took  poffeflion  of  the  batteries  and  pofts  in  the 
rear  of  the  referve  as  they  advanced.  Meadows  pufhed 
forward  under  the  heat  of  a  burning  fun,  and  poffeffed 
himfelf  of  the  Viergie^  which  commanded  the  north 
fide  of  the  Careenage  harbour;  and  Sir  Henry  Calder^ 
with  the  four  remaining  battalions,  guarded  the  landings 
place,  kept  up  the  commfunication  with  the  fleets  and 
fent  detachments  to  occupy  feveral  pofts  on  the  moun^ 
tains^  which  looked  down  upon  and  commanded  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  grand  Gul  de  Sac. 

The  laft  French  flag  on  thofe  pofts,  which  were  in 
fight  among  the  neighbouring  hills,  was  fcarcely  ftruck* 
ip^hen  count  d'Eftaing  appeared  in  view  of  the  fleet  and 
army  with  a  prodigious  force.  Befide  his  original 
fquadron  of  twelve  fhips  of  the  line,  he  was  accompanied 
by  a  numerous  fleet  of  frigates,  privateers,  and  tranf- 
ports,  widi  a  land  force  eftimated  at  9000  mea^  The 
count  intended  theredu6fcionofBarbadoes,the  Grenadesi 
and  St.  Vincents.  In  his  way  to  the  firft,  where  he  ex- 
peded  to  have  found  Harrington  with  only  two  line  of 
battle  fliips  and  a  few  frigates,  he  received  intelligence 
of  the  attack  on  St.  Lucie,  which  he  might  confider 
as  a  circumftance  that  feemed  to  throw  the  whole  Britifh 
force  by  fea  and  land,  an  eafy  prey  into  his  hands.  In 
all  human  probability,  this  muft  have  been  the  inevi-. 
table  event,  had  he  arrived  twenty-four  hours  fooner : 
but  the  day  being  far  advanced,  he  deferred  his  opera* 
Uons  till  the  enfuing  morning.  During  the  night,  adm. 
Harrington  exerted  all  his  powers  in  getting  the  trat^ 
ports  warped  into  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  to  be  as  re- 
mote 
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wiote  from  danger   as  poffible,  and  the  fhips  of  war'77^» 
brought  into  their  relpeftive  ftations,  fo  as  to  form  a 
line  efFeftually  to  cover  its  entrance ;  which  was  ftill  fur- 
ther fecured  by  a  battery  on  the  fouthern,  and  another 
on   the   northern  oppofite   points  of  land.     His  force 
Gonfifted  of  a  74,  a  70,  two  64,  and  two  50  gun  fhips/Dec, 
befide  three  frigates.     In  the  morning,  the  count  ftood  '5* 
in  with  his  whole  fl^et  for  the  Careenage,  apprehending 
that  the  Britilh  had  not  poflefliqn  of  that  part  of  the 
ifland.     A  well  direfted  fire,  which  his  own  fhip  re- 
ceived from  one  of  thofe  batteries  that  had  fo  lately' 
changed  matters,   convinced  him  of  his  miftake,  and 
made  him  bear  away  with  his  fleet  and  tranfports.     He 
was  apparently  difconcerted  and  at  a  lofs  how  to  aft  j 
but  after  much  hefitation,  bore  down  with  ten  fail  of  the 
line  upon  the  Britifh  fquadron,  juft  before  noon.     He 
met  with  fo  warfii  a  reception  from  the  fhips  and  bat-. 
teries,    that  after  a  while   he   drew  off.     About  four 
o'clock,  he  madea  frefh  attack  with  twelve  Ihips  of  the 
line ;  which  was  better  fupported  and  longer  continued 
than  the  firft.     The  French  cannonade  was  concentrated 
within  a  narrower  direftion,  and  was  heavier  than  before; 
but  this  effort  was  not  more  effedlual  than  the  former^ 
The  count's  fleet  fell  into  evident  confufioh,  and  retired 
from  aftion  with  great  lofs.    On  the  following  day  he 
plied  to  the  windward,  and  anchored  in  the  evening  oflp 
Grofs  Iflet,  about  two  leagues  to  the  northward.     The 
night  and  the  next  morning  he  fpent  in  landing  his 
troops  in  Choc  bay,  between  Grofs  Iflet  and  the  Careen-* 
age.     The  fame  time  was  employed  by  th©  Britifh  ad-* 
rniral  in  preparing  for  every  poflible  future  event. 

^  3  Q«R?r4 
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i779.oriympathetic  inks,  the  one  for  writing,  and  the  other 
for  rendering  what  is  written  vifible  5  the  former  of  that 
nature  as  not  to  become  vifible  by  any  mean  whatever, 
but  by  having  the  latter  rubbed  over  it. 

The  king'^  fpeech  on  opening  the  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment, has  been  circulated  through  the  United  States 
more  than  a  month  ago.  The  popular  leaders  have 
been  diverting  themfelves  with  it.  They  triumph  at 
obferving,  that  it  is  replete  with  complaints  of  the  un- 
exampled and  unprovoked  hoftility  of  the  court  of  France 
--•that  while  the  profeflions  of  neutral  powers  are  repre- 
fentfed  as  friendly,  their  armaments  are  mentioned  as 
fuIpicious-*-and  that  there  is  a  total  filence  with  regard 
to  the  American  war. 

A  number  of  loyal  refugees  had  petitioned,  and  been 
permitted  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  embody  under  proper 
officers,  and  to  retaliate  and  make  reprifals  ;upon  the 
Americans  declared  to  be  in  adual  rebellion  againft  their 
fovereign.  A  p^rty  of  them,  who  had  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Maffachufetts,  made  an  attempt  upon 
Falmouth  in  Barnftable  county,  but  were  repulfed  by 
At>ri!  ^^^  niilitia.  They  renewed  it,  but  not  fucceeding,  went 
5.  off  to  Nantucket,  and  landed  200  men,  entered  the 
town,  broke  open  warehoufes,  and  carried  off  large  quanti- 
ties of  oil,  whalebone,  molaffes,  fugar,  coffee,  and  every 
thing  that  fell  in  their  way.  They  alfo  carried  off  two 
brigs,  loaded  for  the  Weft  Indies,  two  or  three  fchoon- 
crs,  and  a  large  number  of  boats.  In  a  proclamation 
they  left  behind,  they  took  notice  of  their  having  been 
imprifoned,  compelled  to  abandon  their  dwellings,  friends 
and  connexions,  had  their  eftates  fequeftered,  and  been 
themfelre?  formally  banilbed,  never  to  return  on  pain 

of 
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of  death.    Thus  circumftanced,  diey  conceived  them-  '77^» 
felves  warranted,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  to  wage 
war  againft  their  perfecutors,  and  to  ufe  every  mean  in 
their  power  to  obtain  compenfation  for  their  fufferings. 

The  news  of  the  French  king's  declaration  of  war, 
publiflied  at  Martinico  in  the  middle  of  laft  Auguft,  but 
figned  at  Verfailles  the  a  8  th  of  June,  and  the  capture 
of  Dominica  by  the  French,  reached  the  continent  as 
early  as  could  be  expefted.  By  the  accounts  that  are 
given,  the  Britifh  government  had  been  at  an  unufual 
cxpence  in  fortifying  that  ifland,  and  the  works  ha<4  been 
lately  covered  with  a  numerous  artillery,  lent  from  .Bri- 
tain for  the  purpofe.  But  though  there  were  1 60  pieces. 
of  cannon  and  20  mortars,  the  regular  troops  who  com-^ 
pofed  the  garrifon  amounted  only  to  about  a  hundred* 
Neither  the  importance  nor  the  weaknefs  of  Dominica^ 
cfcaped  the  attention  of  the  marquis  de  Bouille,  gover- 
nor  general  of  the  French  windward  iflands,  whofe  re- 
fidence  was  at  Martinico.  He  therefore  landed  on  the 
ifland  with  about  2000  men,  under  cover  of  Ibme  fri- 
gates and  privateers,  about  day  break  of  laft  September 
the  7  th,  and  proceeded  to  attack  the  difFdrent  batteries 
and  forts  by  land,  as  his  marine  force  did  by  fea.  The 
handful  of  regulars,  with  the  militia  and  inhabitants  in 
general,  did  all  that  could  be  expefted,  but  defence  was 
fruitlefs,  fo  that  the  lieutenant  governor.  Stuart,  to  favc 
the  inhabitants  from  plunder  and  ruin,  entered  into  a  ca-  " 
pitulation,  which  was  foon  concluded.  The  terms  were 
the  moft  moderate  that  could  be  conceived;  the  marquis> 
out  of  his  great  humanity,  having  nearly  agreed,  with- 
out difcuflion  or  refcrve,  to  every  cpndition  propofed  in 
favor  of  the  people,  whofe  only  change  was  that  of  fo- 

vereignty. 
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177gf.it  to  Scotland,  which  was  violently  oppofed.  The  oppo- 
fition  ^  originated  in  Gafgow,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
are  almoft  all  on  the  fide  of  adminiftration  in  the  Ame- 
rican conteft*.  The  general  indignation  againft  the  de- 
fign  Ihowed  itfelf  in  the  different  riots  that  happened  at 
Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  in  February.  In  the  metro- 
•  ^*  polis,  an  attack  was  made  upon  a  new  houfe,  in  which 
the  principal  popifh  clergyman  or  bifhop,  with  four 
other  families  of  the  fame  perfuafion  dwelt,  and  in  which 
a  room  was  laid  out  for  a  chapel,  about  34  feet  long. 
The  houfe  was  fet  on  fire,  and  the  flames  continued 
until  noon  of  the  following  day.  The  inhabitants  with 
difficulty  efcaped  alive.  During  the  demolition  of  this 
"main  pillar  of  popery,"  as  it  was  called,  a  detach- 
ment from  the  main  body  of  the  people  reibrted  to  the 
old  chapel.  The  houfe  containing  it  was  inhabited  by 
fevcral  families  (agreeable  to  cuflom,  and  the  nature 
of  many  buildings  in  that  city)  whofe  property  and  ef- 
fefts,  as  well  as  the  infide  of  the  houfe  and  cljapel,  were 
totally  deflroyed,  together  with  a  confiderable  library 
belonging  to  the  popifh  bifhop.  The  rioters  afterward 
direfted  their  violence  againft  the  papifls  in  other  parts 
of  the  town,  and  totally  deflroyed  the  flock  in  trade  and 
efFefts  of  two  or  three  tradefmen  of  that  profeflion. 
One  or  two  ladies  of  fafhion  of  that  communion  were 
obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the  caflle.  They  at  length 
.  concluded  upon' the  punifhment  or  deflruftion  of  thofe 
'  gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank  or  religion,  who  had  been 
^  fuppofed  to  favor  the  late  defign  of  obtaining  a  relaxa- 
tion of  the  laws  againft  papifls.     Their  firfl  fury  was 

'  I" '    pointed  againft  Dr.  Robertfon  the  celebrated  hiftorian, 
•  Dr.  John  Erlkinc's  Confideiations  on  the  Spirit  of  Popery,  P»  3 1  • 

and 
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and  to  that  of  Mr.  Crofbie  an  eminent  advocate.  The  n79* 
mob  found  the  houfes  of  thefe  gentlemen  fo  well  armed, 
and  guarded  with  fo  determined  a  refolution  by  their 
numerous  friends,  that  they  proceeded  not  to  extremi- 
ties, but  retired  without  any  further  outrage  than  the 
breaking  of  fome  windows.  The  magiftrates  did  not 
exert  themfelves  for  the  fuppreflion  of  the  riots,  till  the 
laft  day  of  the  week.  The  conduft  of  the  magiftrates 
In  Glafgow  was  widely  different.  The  populace  made 
their  firft  and  principal  attack  upon  Mr.  Bagnal,  an  9^ 
Englifh  papift  from  Staffbrdfhire,  who  had  for  feveral 
years  eftablifhed  and  condufled  a  confiderable  manufac- 
tory of  ftone  ware.  They  burnt  his  houfe,  totally  de- 
ftroycd  all  the  works  for  carrying  on  his  bufinefs,  and  , 
obliged  him  and  his  family  to  fly  to  the  fields  for  their 
lives.  But  the  meafures  purfued  by  the  magiftrates  and 
principal  inhabitants  foon  reftored  order  and  fecurity. 
Mr.  Bagnal  was  alfo  fpeedily  acquainted,  that  he  Ihould 
be  reimburfed  for  every  part  of  his  lofles  to  the  utmoft; 
farthing.  Toward  the  end  of  March,  the  citizens  of 
Edinburgh  agreed  to  make  full  reftitution  to  the  fufFerers 
in  that  city.  Through  this  religious  combufldon,  and  j 
the  circumftances  attending  it,  adminiftration  have  loft 
that  firm  hold  of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple in  Scotland,  which  perhaps  nothing  elfe  could  have  I 
loofcned. 

The  Britifh  cruifers  feized  and  carried  into  port  (he 
Dutch  veflels  bound  for  France,  when  laden  with  cither 
naval  ftores  or  fuppofed  French  property.  The  mer- 
chants, owners  and  infurers,  complained  to  their  high 
mightineffes,  by  whofe  order  a  memorial  was  prcfented 
to  the  Britiih  court,  which  was  far  from  having  the  de- 

fired 


-250  THE     HISTORY     OF     THE 

1778.  fired  efFed.     The  anfwer  propofed  die  purchafing  of  the 
naval  (lores,  the  paying  of  the  freight,  and  the  indem^ 
nifying  the  proprietors ;  but  exprefled  a  determination 
to  prevent,  as  much  as  poflible,  all  naval  and  military 
(tores  being  tranfported  into  the  French  ports,  accom- 
panied however  with  an  affurance,  that  all  poffible  regard 
for  the  rights  of  their  high  mightineffes  Ihould  be  exer- 
cifed,  and  that  the  ftipulations  and  fpirit  of  the  treaties 
between  the  king  and  their  high  mightineffes  would  be 
adhered  to  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  as  far  as  it  Jhould  be 
praSicable — of  which  die  Britifh  court  would  be  judges. 
The  merchants .  of  Dort,  Rotterdam  and  Amfterdam, 
not  being  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer,  pedtioned' their  high 
mightineffes  for  redrefs  againft  the  Britilh  treatment  of 
their  flag,  an4  the  violences  committed  againft  their  pro- 
perty.    The  States  General  concluded  upon  fuch  mea*- 
fures  as  ihould  meet  the  wifhes  of  the  petitioners,  and 
determined  upon  an  augmentation  of  the  fleet  for  their 
proteftion.     Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  after  that,  on  the  22d  of 
laft  November,  propofed  in  a  memorial  by  his  fove- 
reign's  order,  a  conference  with  their  high  mightineffes 
upon  what  was  moft  proper  to  be  done  refpedting  the 
articles  of  complaint.    The  States  General  declined  die 
offer,  and  infifted  upon  the  literal  and  ftridt  obfervancc 
of  the  treaty  between  them  and  Great  Britain.     The 
French  king  had  in  a  regulation  of  the  preceding  July, 
concerning  the  navigation  of  neutral  veffels,  referved  to 
himfelf  the  power  of  revoking  the  advantages  granted 
by  the  firft  article,  in  cafe  the  belligerent  powers  fhould 
not  grant  the  like  within  the  fpace  of  fix  months.     The 
like  not  being  granted  on  the  part  of  Britain,  the  king 
ordered  fuch  revocation,  with  j-elpeft  to  the  fubjefts  of 

the 


AMERICAN       REVO  L  U  T  I  O  N,  2^1 

the  Dutch  republic;  but  excepted  the  cities  of  Amfter- i779^ 
dam  and  Haerlem,  becaufe  of  their  patriotic  exertions 
to  perfuade  the  repubhc  to  procure  from  the  court  of 
London  the  fecurity  of  unlimited  liberty  to  their  flag^ 
This  meafure  was  confidered  by  that  court,  as  defigncd 
to  caule  the  republic  to  quarrel  With  Great  Britain,  and 
occafioned  the  prefentment  of  a  memorial  by  Sir  Jofeph  April 
Yorke,  in  the  name  of  his  fovereign,  to  the  States  Gre*    9^ 
neral ;  in  which  the  literal  and  ftrift  obfervance  of  the 
treaty  infilled  upon  by  thdm  is  pronounced  incompatible 
with  the  fecurity  of  Britain,  and  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
and  ftipulations  of  all  the  future  treaties  between  the 
two  nations.     His  majefty  alfo  declares  in  it,  that  he 
cannot  depart  from  the  neceffity  he  iis  under  of  exclud- 
ing the  tranfportation  of  naval  ftores  to  the  ports  of 
France,  and  particularly  timber,  even  if  they  are  efcorted 
by  men  of  war  -,  but  flatters  himfelf,  thajt  he  fhall  never 
be  obliged  to  take  other  meafures  toward  the  republic, 
than  thofe  which  friendfhip  and  good  harmony  may 
didtate. 

The  capture  of  the  Dutch  vejSels  occafioned  a  great 
dearth  of  naval  ftores  at  Breft,  fo  that  the  repair  of 
count  d'OrvilliersV  fleet  has  been  exceedingly  hindered. 
The  Ville  de  Paris,  which  fufifered  much  in  the  engage- 
ment with  admiral  Keppel,  wiH  hot  be  ready  for  fei, 
much  before  the  time  for  the  fleet's  failing.  Till  April 
there  was  not  a  maft  fit  for  her  in  all  Breft  *.  A  num;- 
ber  of  ftore  ftiips  however  got  in  from  Holland,  fo  that 
~  about  the  beginning  of  die  year,  feveral  fmaU  fquadrons 
were  prepared  and  flipped  out  from  different  ports  nearly 
at  the  fame  time ;  one  under  Mr.  dc  Graflfe  for  Marti- 

•  Advocate  M*I ^'s  Polirical  Mcmpirtt 

nico,' 
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x^yyj.  nico,  to  reinforce  count  d'Eftaing.  Another  under  the 
marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  with  a  land  force,  failed  for  Africa, 
and  has  taken  the  Britifh  forts,  fettlements,  faftories 
and  property,  at  Senegal  and  other  parts  of  that  coaft. 

1778*  The  Englifli  Eaft  India  company,  forefeeing  aftual 
hoftilities,  refolved,  very  foon  after  the  delivery  of  the 
French  refcript,  on  a  bold  and  decifive  nneafure,  for  the 
final  reduftion  of  the  French  power  in  India,  and  con- 
dufted  the  bufinefs  with  unufual  fecrecy.  Their  in- 
ftruftions  were  happily  conveyed  with  unconamon  expedi- 
tion, and  preparations  were  immediately  made  for  be* 
fieging  Pondicherry.  Gen.  Munro  inverted  the  fortrefs 
dofely  on  the  21ft  of  laft  Auguft,  with  an  army  of 
10,500  men,  including  1500  Europeans.  But  before 
this  had  taken  place,  there  was  a  warm  engagement  be- 
tween Sir  Edward  Vernon,  with  a  fmall  fquadron,  and 
Monfieur  TronjoUy  comn^anding  the  like,  in  which  the 
French  were  fo  roughly  handled,  that  to  e|cape  a  fecond 
a&ion  they  abandoned  die  garrifon  to  their  fate  on  the  day 
Pondicherry  was  inverted.  The  garrifon  aipounted  to  near 
3000  men^j  of  which  900  wer«  Europeans.  They  were 
commanded  by  Mr.  de  Bellecombe,  who  difputed  every 
point  of  his  ground,  and  perfevering  to  the  laft  extre- 
mity in  a  determined  and  noble  defence,  held  out  to  the 
1 6th  of  06tober.  An  honorable  capitulation  was  al- 
lowed in  teftimony  of  the  garrifon's  gallantry,  and  every 
requifition  that  did  not  interfere  with  the  public  benefit 
was  agreed  to.  The  faftories  at  Chandenagor,  Yaman 
and  Karical,  with  the  fetdement  at  Mafulipatam,  had 
been  reduced  before  the  capitulation, 

iTf79»     The  New  York,  C^ebec,  and  Newfoundland  fleets, 

j^*^  to  the  number  of  ^qq^  under  the  convoy  of  adm.  Ar- 

hi^dinot^ 
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b\ithnot,  failed  from  Spithead  :  the  admiral,  with  a  fqua-  t^]^^ 
dron  of  men  of  war  and  a  number  of  tranfports,  is  bound 
to  New  York. 


dm 
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'  Roxiuryy  Aug.  5,  1779. 

*Tn  H  E  difafters  which  followed  the  American  arm?, 
-■*    after  the  landing  of  the  Britifli  in  Georgia,  roufed 
the  South  Carolinians  vigoroufly  to  oppofe  the  extenfioa 
of  their  conquefts.      By  an  almoft  unanimous  voice,   \ 
they  chofe  John  Rutledge  elq;  their  governor  5  and  to 
him  and  his  council  was  delegated,  by  the  legiflature, 
power  ^^  to  do  every  thing  that  appeared  to  him  and    \ 
them  neceflary  for  the  public  good.'*     In  execution  of 
this  truft,  a  body  of  militia  were  aflembled,  ftationed 
at  Orangeburgh  near  the  centre  of  the  ftate,  and  kept 
in  conftant  readinefs  to  march  whitherfoever  the  public 
fei*vice  required.     The  governor  lent  orders  to  gen.  Wil- 
liamfon,  and  diredted  him  to  pufti  parties  into  Georgia, 
and  deftroy  all  the  catde,  horfes,  provifions  and.  carri- 
ages they  fhould  meet  with  in  that  ftate*    Gen.  Lincoln  ^p^jj 
in  a  letter  remarked  upon  the  order,  as  afFedting  alike  ^^* 
the  innocent  and  guilty,  the  aged  and  infirm,  &c.  and 
concluded  with  faying — "  As  nothing  but  a  conwdion 
that  it  is  an  indifpenfable  duty,  would  have  led  me  to 
the  difagreeable^  tafk  of  making  the  above  remarks,  fo 

I  (hall 
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1^ jj.  I  Ihall  avoid  at  prefent  any  other,  however  my  own  feel- 
ings may  have  been  hurt."  The  order,  if  at  all  need- 
ful, Ihould  have  gone  from  the  continental  general, 
whom  congrefs  had  empowered  to  command  in  that  de- 
partment. He  in  a  letter  of  the  preceding  day,  wrote 
to  the  prefidcttt  of  congrefs,  "  We  have  lately  exchanged 
Ibme  prifoners,  thofc  who  have  come  out  are  In  a  moft 
miferable  condition,  few  of  them  fit  for  fervice.  Their 
treatment  on  board  the  prifon  fhips,  and  the  meafures 
adopted  to  oblige  them  to  renounce  their  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  and  engage  them  in  the  Britifti  fer- 
vice, have  been  cruel  and  unjuftifiable,  many  inlifted 
with  them— many  are  dead— and  others  in  a  weak  dy- 
ing  ftate." 

April     A  council  of  war  was  held  at  the  general's  head  quar-* 

'9»  tcrs  at  Black-fwamp,  when  it  was  agreeci— "  That  as 
the  number  of  militia  in  camp,  with  thofc  at  gen.  Wil- 
liamfon*s  camp,  and  500  promifed  from  Orangeburgh, 
and  700  from  North  Carolina  now  in  the  ftate,  amount- 
ed to  5eoo  men ;  they  would  coUedt  the  remainder  near 
to  Augufta  (after  leaving  1000  here  and  at  Puryfburgh) 
and  crofs  the  Savannah,  take  fome  ftrong  ground  in 
.  Georgia,  prevent  the  enemy's  receiving  fupplies  from 
the  back  parts  of  the  country,  circumfcribe  them  within 
their  harrow  limits,  and  prevent  their  junftion  with  the 
unfriendly  and  the  favages,  in  Georgia  and  in  the  back 

23.  parts  of  this  ftate.''  The  general  began  his  march,  leav- 
ing at  Black-fwamp  and  Puryfburgh,  the  5th  and  part 
of  the  2d  regiment  of  South  Carolina,  and  about  800 
militk  under  gen.  Moultrie.  When  the  American  army 
was   150  miles  up  the  Savannah,  gen.  Prevoft  availed 

^9*    himfelf  of  that  moment,,  and  crofled  over  to  PuryfbuiTgh 

with 
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With  2400  men :  he  had  befide  a  confiderable  body  of  '779* 
Indians.  The  firft  night  after  entering  Carolina,  he 
made  a  forced  march  in  hope  of  attacking  Moultrie  at 
Black-fwamp,  but  was  three  hours  too  late.  The  Utter 
had  changed  his  quarters,  and  being  joined  by  col.  M^In- 
tofh*s  party,  which  had  made  a  timely  retreat  from 
Puryfburgh,  took  poft  at  Tulifinny  bridge,  to  prevent 
the  further  incurfion  of  the  Britiih,  and  to  keep  between 
them  and  Charleftown.  Gen.  Lincoln,  on  information 
of  thefe  movements,  immediately  detached  300  chofen  May 
continental  troops  to  reinforce  Moultrie,  left  he  Ihould 
be  miftaken  in  his  idea,  that  Prevoft  only  intended  a 
feint  to  divert  him  from  his  general  plan  5  in  purfuit  of 
which  he  croffed  the  Savannah  near  Augufta,  and  march- 
ed for  three  days  down  the  country  toward  the  capital 
of  Georgia.  But  being  informed  by  Moultrie's  letters 
of  the  4th  and  5th,  that  his  number  of  men  was  greatly 
diminifhed  by  the  defertion  of  the  militia,  and  that  he 
was  obliged  to  retire  before  the  enemy,  Lincoln  recrofled 
the  river  and  country,  as  faft  as  poflible,  to  come  up 
with  Prevoft.  Moultrie  had  no  cavalry  to  check  the 
advancing  foe ;  who  met  with  fcarce  any  other  interrup- 
tion in  their  march,  than  the  deftruftion  of  all  the  bridges 
by  the  retreating  Americans.  The  abfence  of  the  main 
army  under  Lincoln,  the  retreat  of  Moultrie,  the  plun-  . 
dering  and  devaftatiohs  of  the  invaders,  and  above  all 
the  dread  of  the  royal  auxiliaries,  the  Indians,  difFufed 
a  general  panic  amohg  the  inhabitants,  and  induced 
many  to  apply  to  the  Britifh  for  proteftion.  The  faci-  - 
lity  with  which  their  army  proceeded  through  the  coun-  ' ' 
try,  added  to  the' repeated  fuggeftions  of  the  friends  to 
royal  government,  who  pofitively  aflured  Prevoft,  that 

Charlef- 
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»779'Alhley  river,  and  to  avoid  Lincoln's  army,  now  in  his 
rear,  filed  off  from  the  main  land  to  the  iflands  on  the 
fea  coaft.  Both  armies  encamped  within  30  miles  of 
Tunc  Charleftown,  watching  each  other's  motions  till  the  20th 
2o«  of  June,  when  a  part  of  the  Britifli  army  intrenched  at 
Stbho  ferry  was  attacked.  By  a  preconcerted  plan,  a 
feint  was  to  have  been  made  from  James  ifland  with  a 
body  of  militia  from  Charleftown,  at  the  moment  when 
gen.  Lincoln  began  the  attack  from  the  main ;  but  from 
mifmanagement  they  did  not  reach  their  place  bf  defti- 
rtation  till  feveral  hours  after  the  aftion.— The  Ameri- 
can army  confifted  of  about  i  aoo  men,  only  half  conti- 
nentals, who  were  pofted  on  the  left,  while  the  North 
and  South  Carolina  militia  occupied  the  right.  Col. 
Malmedy  led  a  corps  of  light  infantry  on  the  right,  and 
lieut.  col.  Henderfon  on  the  left.  The  Virginia  militia 
and  the  cavalry  formed  a  corps  of  referve.  The  Britifh 
force  confifted  of  6  or  700  men.  They  had  redoubts, 
;?jidth  a  line  of  communication,  and  field  pieces  advan- 
.tagejDufly  pofted  in  the  intervals,  and  the  whole  fecured 
wMi  ian  abbatis.  That  they  might  be  harafled,  or  lulled 
into  fecurity,  they  were  alarmed  by  fmall  parties;  for 
feveral  nights  preceding  the  aftion.  When  the  attack 
was  made,  two  companies  of  the  71ft  regiment  (allied 
out  to  fupport  the  picquets.  Henderfon  ordered  his 
light  infantry  to  charge  them,  on  which  they  inftantly 
retreated :  only  nine  of  them  got  fafe  within  their  lines. 
All  the  men  at  the  Britifli  field  pieces,  between  their  re- 
doubts, w«re  either  killed  or  wdunded.  The  attack  was 
continued  for  an  hour  and  twenty  minutes,  and  the  af- 
failants  had  manifeftly  the  advantage ;  but  the  appearance 
of  a  reinforcement,   to  prevent  which  the  feint  from 

Jamc? 
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their  bread  work,  and  fo  rendered  abortive  the  advantage  '779* 
of  the  intended  anabufcade,  and  were  by  fuperior' numbers 
compelled  to  retreat.  Pulafki  however  by  difcovering,' 
the  grcateft  intrepidity,  arid  by  fuccefsful  pfeffonal  ren- 
counters  with  individual's  of  the  Britifli  cavalry,  had  a 
confiderable  influence  in  difpelling  the  genei"al  panic, 
and  in  introducing  military  feritiments  into  the  minds 
of  the  citizens.  Major  Hfuger,  a  diftinguiflied  officer, 
while  commanding  a  party' without  the  lines,  was  kiUed' 
at  night  through  miftake  by  hiscourttrymen. ,  That  the 
town  might  not  be  carried  by  furprife  or  a  fudden  af- 
fault,  tar-barrels  were  lighted  up  in  front  of  the  works. 
Its  defence  refted  on  the  exertions  of  3300  men,  the 
greater  part  of  whom  were  militia,  wholly  unacguainted 
with  military  operations.  Gen.  Lincoln  was  riiarching. 
with  all  expedition  for  its  relief^  but  his  tiniely  arrival* 
was  dubious,  arid  the  crifis  extremely  hazardous ;  a  pro- 
pofition  was  therefore  made  by"  the  civil  authority  to 
gen.  Prevoft— "  That  Sduth  Carolina  woiild  remain  in 
a  ftate  of  neutrality^  till'  the  clofe  of  the  war,  'and  then 
follow  the  fate  of  its  neighbours,  on  condition  the  royal 
army  would  withdraw."  The"  Britifh:  conimander  re- 
jefted  this  advantageous  offer,  alleging  that  he  did  not 
come  in  a  legiflative  capacity;  and  infifted,  "That  as 
the  garrifon  was  in  arms,  they  fhould  furrenderprifoners 
of  war :''  upon  this  they  prepared  for  fuftaining  an  im- 
mediate aflault,  but  Prcvdfl:  fearing  the  confequences, 
declined  making  it.  Some  days  after,  he  tobk  an  ex- 
prefs  coming  from  Lincoln  :  upon  reading  it  and  difco- 
vering  the  movements  and  intentions  of  the  latter,  he 
cried  out  aloud,  that  he  expefted  to  be  between  two 
fires,  and  precipitately  quitted  his  ground,  recroifed 
VoL.IIL  S  Afhlev 
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1779.be  of  nriQrQ  v^Jw  thaji  what  they  carried  off.     The  dc- 

vaftationjs  cortxroitted  by  them  were  fp  eop.i:mo]u&  as  that 

a  particular  rei^tioa  of  them  wowld  fcarcely  be.  credited 

by  people  at  a  diftajice^  though  the  fame/  could  be  ajt-r 

tefted  by  hundreds  of  eye-witneffes.     It,  will  be.  nearly 

a3  difEcult  to  credit  another  fpecies  of  depredation  which 

certain  Americans  haye  committed  upon  gen.  WajObing-f 

ton's  property.    His  debtors  have  been,  difchargipg  in 

paper  currency  (at  the  rate  of  a  fhilling.  in.the  pound, 

through  the  depreciatioa)  bonds,  which,  ought  to  have 

heea  paid  him,  and  would  have  been  realized:  before  he 

left  Virginia,  but  for  his  indulgence.     Seven  thoufand 

i    pounds  IterlingwouU.not  compenfate.the  lofies  he  might 

I    hfLve.  avoided,  by  remaining  at  home,  and  attending  a 

'    little  to  hia  owa  concerns.     Alas!  what  is  virtue  come 

to.!  What  a.  miferable  change  has  four  years  produced 

^    In  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  many  of  the  fons  of 

I     America!  It^almoftfurpafles  belief ! 

Sir  Hftnry.Gluiton  difpatched  Sir  George  Collier  and 
gen.  Matthew,  v^h.  about-2000  raen-befide  500  marines, 
to  make  a: defc^ntupon  Virginia.  They.failed  for  Portf- 
mouth,  and  upon  ^  their  arrival  landed  the  troops  at  a 
diftance^  then  marched  and  took  immediate  pofleffion 
,q/  of;  the. town,  which  was.  defcncelefs.  The  remains  of 
Norfolk,  on  the.  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  fell'  of  courle 
into  their  hands.  On  the  approach  of  the  fleet  and  army 
the  Americans  burnt  feveral  veffels-;  others  were  fayed 
and.pqiSrefly  by  the  Britilh.  The  guards  were  puflicd' 
forward  iS  miles  by  nighty  to.SyfFdfc,  where- they  arrived  1 
by  day  light,  and  proceedai  to  deftroy  a .  magazine  of 
prqvifions,  together  with,  the  veflels  and  naval  ftores- 
found  there*    A  fimilar  dcftrudtion  was  carried  on  at: 

Kemp's 
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Kemp's  landing,  Gofport,  Tanner's  Creek,  and  other ^7?J» 
places  in  that  quarter ;  nor  were  the  frigates  and  arnied 
veflels  lefs  aftive  or  fuccefsful  in  their  Tervice.     Within 
the  fortnight  that  the  fleet  and  army  continued  upon  the 
coaft,  the  lofs  of  the  Americans  was  prodigious.    Above 
130  veflels  of  all  forts,  including  fome  privateers  ind 
fliips  of  force,  were  defl:royed  or  taken  by  them;  17 
prizes  were  brought  away,    befide  3000  hogfheads  of 
tobacco,  which  fell  into  their  poffeflion  at  Portfmoutb. 
E,xcepj;,the  houfe  of  a  widow  ahd' the  church,  they  burnt  - 
every  houfe  in  Sufiblk ;  and  all  the  principal  houfes  of 
gentlemen  in  their  route  fhared  the  fame  fate.     The 
Virginia  aflembly  refolved,  "  that-  the  governor  be  re- 
quired to  remonftrate  to  the  Britifh  commander  againft 
fuch  a  cruel  and  unprecedented  manner  of  waging  war, 
not  authorized  by  any  civilized  nation :"  but  a  fufficient 
military  force  to  back  it  waS  wanting.     The  fleet  and 
army,  with  their  prizes  and  booty,  arrived  fefe  at  Nc^ 
York  before  the  expiration  of  the  rhorith.     The  troops  jot 
were  joined  to  others  g6irtg  up  the  North  river  to  attack 
the  polls  of  Stoney^ornt  and  Verplank,  whert  the  Ame-. 
ricans  had  begun  to  conflruft  flrong  works,  for  keep- 
ing the  lower  communication  open  between  the  eaftern 
and  fouthem  ftates.     Gen.  Vaughdn  landed  with  the 
greater  part  on  the  eift  fide ;  \^hile  the  reVnainder,  ac- 
companied by  Sir  H.  Clinton,  advanced  fofther  up,  land- 
ed on  the  wefl:  fide,  and  took  pofleffion  of  Stoney-poiht 
witlijout  oppofition.     Dir6(^ly  oppofite,  the  Americans 
had  completely  finifhed  a  ftforig  fort,  which  W4s  defend- 
ed by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  gafrifoti  6f  afcouf 
70  men.     But  it  was  edmrtianded  by  Stohey-poiht  j-  to 
the  flimmit  of  whc^  jfocks  catihon  and  mortars  wcfr« 

S  3  dragged 
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«779-  dragged  up  during  the  night.  By  five  in  the  morning, 
a  battery  wais  opened,  which  poured  a  ftorm  of  fire  over 
on  the  fort ;  while  Vaughan  with  his  divifion,  making 
a  long  circuit  through  the  hills,  arrived,  and  clofely  in- 
vefted  it  by  land.  The  garrifon  finding  themfelves  to- 
tally overpowered,  furrendered  prifoners  of  war.  Sir  H. 
Clinton  moving  his  main  body  up  the  North  River,  oc- 
cafioned  the  American  army's  moving  from  their  en- 
campment at  Middle  Brook  toward  Weft-point,  for 
which  they  were  in  no  fmall  apprehenfion,  the  garrifon 
being  few,  and  the  fort  not  completed.  Sir  H,  Clinton 
gave  immediate  direftion  for  perfedting  the  works  of 
both  polls,  and  particularly  for  putting  Stoney-point  in 
the  ftrongeft  ftate  of  defence :  for  their  better  fupport, 
and  with  a  view  to  further  operations,  he  encamped  his 
army  at  Phillipfburgh,  about  halfway  down  the  river 
to  New  York  ifland.  By  the  lofs  of  thefc  pofts,  the 
Jerfey  people  were  obliged  to  make  a  circuit  of  about 
90,  miles  through  the  mountains,  to  communicate  with 
the  ftates  eaft  of  Hudfon^s  river. 

We  muft  here  fufpend  our  account  of  the  operations 
under  die  dircdion  of  Sir  Henry,  and  attend  to  very 
different  expeditions. 

One  was  ordered  to  be  fet  on  foot  by  lieut.  governor 
Hamilton  of  Detroit,  who  wa»s  to  be  joined  in  the  Ipring 
of  this  year  by  200  Indians  from  Mechilimainoi,  and 
500  Cherokees  and  Chickafaw$,  and  pther  nations :  thefc 
were  to  penetrate  up  the  Ohiq  to  Fort  Pitt,  fweeping 
Kentucky  on  their  way,  having  light  brafs  cannon  for 
the  purpofe.  He  was  to  be  joined  by  all  the  Indians 
that  couldjbe  procured ;  and  had  jio  doubt  of  forcing  . 
all  Weft  Ajugi^fta.     Peflriiidtion  froiT)    every  quarter 

feemed 
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feemed  to  hover  over  the  Virginia  back  fettlers.     Col,  1779. 
Clarke  hearing  that  Hamikon  (who  had  taken  pofi  at 
St.  Vincent  on  the  icth  of  laft  December,  and  had  for- 
tified  the  fame  to  be  ready  for,  and  favor  the  expedition) 
had  weakened  himfelf  by  lending  away  his  Indians  againft 
the  frontiers,  formed  the  defperate  refolution  of  attack- 
ing him,  as  the  only  probable  expedient  for  favirig  the  p^b, 
country.     After,  many  difficulties  he  arrived  unexpeft-  *5» 
edly  to  the  enemy,  and  made  an  affault.     Tfie  town 
immediately  furrendered,  and  affifted  in  the  fiege  of  the 
fort.     The  next  day  Hamilton  in  the  evening,  agreed 
to   furrender  the  garrifon  prifoners  of  war,    in  all  79, 
with  confiderable  ftores.     Clarke  had  marched  acrofs 
the  country  with  only  130  men,  being  all  he  could  raile. 
He  was  16  days  on  his  route,  through  the  inclemency, 
of  the  feafon,  drowned  lands,  &c.     While  engaged  with 
Hamilton,  an  Indian  party,  who  had  been  to  war,  re- 
turned, knowing  nothing  of  him  and  his  men ;  Clarke 
fent  a  number  to  give  them  battle,  took  nine  of  them, 
and  releafed  two  prifoners.     Hearing  of  a  convoy  of 
provifions  and  goods  on  their  way  from  Detroit,  he  de- 
tached a  party  of  60  men  in  armed  boats,  which  ttiet 
them  before  they  got  intelligence  of  their  danger  40 
leagues  up  the  river,  and  made  a  prize  of  the  whole, 
taking  40  prifoners,  and  about  iq,ooo1.  worth  of  goods 
and  provifions.     By  Clarke's  attacking  Hamilton,  the  } 
intended   expedition  of  the  enemy  was  ruined.     The 
colonel,  on  his  return,  tranfmitted  to  the  Virginia  coun-  • 
cil,  letters  and  papers  relating  to  lieut.  gov,  Hamilton, 
Philip  Dejain,  juftice  of  peace  for  Detroit,  and  William 
l.amothe,  capt.  of  volunteers,  whom  he  had  made  pri- 
foners of  war  in  the  Illinois  country, 

S  4  The 
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'779*  -The  hwid  pnocQ^ed  tQ  ^onGckr  tbexn,  and  found, 
J 6.  .th^t  H^jnilton  Jiajd  incited.  t}>e  Indians  to  perpetrate  their 
,accufto?ned  cruelties  on  the  citi2;eas  of  the  United  States 
-^had.at.jhe  .tirne  of  his  captivity,  fent  cpnfiderable  de- 
.jacjipaents  jof  Indians  againft  the  frontiers,  and  had 
;ii(£l:ually  appojnti^d  ^  great  council  of  them  to  meet 
)iirr),  and  .^pn^icrt  the  .qpiscations  of  the  prefent  campaign 
.-r-^Ad  that  h^  g^v,e  ftandirig  rewards  for  fcalps.  It  alfo 
apjpeared  to  .them,  tji^t  Dej^ain  was,  on  all  occaftons,  the 
'  willing  .and  cordial  inftrument  of  Hamilton  j  and  that 
Lampthe  w^s  ^  captain  ,of  tKe  volqnteer  fcalpin^  parties 
pjf  Indians  md  whittt.  They  therc;fore  refolyed  to  ^d- 
vife  the  gDverpor,  that  they  fhould  be  put  in  irons,  con- 
fined in  the  dungeon  of  the  public  jail,  debarred  the 
;ufe  of  pen,  ink  and  paper,  and  ejccluded  all  cpnyerfe, 
except  with  their  keeper,  being  confid.ered  as  fitfubjefts 
Qn  which  to  begin  the  work  of  r.etaliation.  TJjie  goyer- 
npr  gave  order3  accordingly. 
April  Colonel  Goofe  Van  Schaick  marched  fro^l  Fort 
^*  Schuyler  toward  Onondaga  on  Lake  Ontario,  y^hich  he 
deftrqyed  with  a  large  quantity  qf  grain,  cattle,  horfes, 
arms  and  ammupition,  except  fuch  as  he  could  conve- 
niently bring  off.  T  welve  I  ndian$,  moflly  warriors,  were 
Jcilled,  and  34  made  prifoners,  the  reft  fled  to  the  woods. 
Thi?  exp^diripn  y/as  performe4  in  about  five  days  ancj 
&  h^lfi  (the  diftance  going  and  returning  iSo  miles) 
mi  with-OWF  .the  Ipfs  of  a  fingle  man. 

The  Sfitiflj  gepeyals  were  divided  upon  the  ftjbjedt, 

1  )«^hethgr  or  no  to  carry  on  ^  predatory  war  agaijift  the 

!  ^mericaegj    They  fept  hpme,  and  fubnriitted  it  to  the 

•  miniftry,  wis  ^^tcr^m^d  in  favor  of  wafte  andrapioe. 

After  which,  Mr.  Art^w.Lpe  (orw^ded  to  gov.Trum- 


A  M^  Jl.il  C,A  N.     Jl^  V  O  X.  U  T  I  O  N.  2^^ 

bull  and  to  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  •  fetters -ij?9» 
dated  Paris,  April  6,  177^,  mentioning'— "  I  have  re- 
ceived intelligence,  that  it  is  juft  deterrriined  in  the  Bn- 
tlfli  cabinet,  to  fend  oyer  immediate  orders  to  New 
York  for  an  expedition  through  the  Sound  up  Connec-^ 
ticut  river.  The  .enemy  are  to  land  at  Weathersfield, 
and  proceed  by  land  to  New  Haven  bay,  where  they 
are  to  embark,  aft^r  having  plundered^  burnt  and  dc- 
ftroyed  all  in  their  way."  A  member  of  the  committee 
wrote  to  his  correfpond^nt,  on  the  1 6th  of  July,  *'  Ar-^ 
thur  Lee  had  intelligence,  on  the  6th  of  April,  of  the 
defign  upon  Fairfield,  but  contrary  winds  and  captures 
of  his  originals,  have,  prevented  our  getting  feafonabk 
warning."  Sir  H*  Clinton  having,  received  the  minifte- 
rial  inftrudlipns,  proceeded  in  conformity  to  the  IpiriC 
of  them,  only  varying  cirqpmftanpes  fo  far  as  that  re- 
quired. Sir  George  CpjQier,  with  the  neceflary  fhips  of 
war  and  tranfports,  and  gov.  Tryon  at  the  head  of  2600 
land  forces,  feconded  by  ggn.  G^rth,  were  appointed  to 
the  predatory  expedition.  While  in  the  Sound,  th^ 
commanders  joined  in  an  addrffs  to  the  inhabitants  bf 
Connefticut,  which  they  figned  on  the  4th  of  July.  '  In  ' 
that  they  invited  and  urged  them  tp  return  to  their  duty 
and  allegiance  5  and  promifed  all,  remaining  peaceably 
in  their  ufual  place  of  repdence,  prpteftion  in  perfort 
and  property,  excepting  the  civil  and  nailitary  officers 
of  the  governnient  J  but  threatened  thofc  who  flighted  ' 
the  warning.  The  addrels  was  naerely  farcical,  for  Jn-f 
flead  of  leaving  th^  to  confult  e(i6b.  other  uptmibe  mvita-^ 
tiony  as  they  ftated  it,  they  employed  force  before  thi 
people  had  time  tp  f  ppfulj;  facfe  Qthey  after  the  inyitar 
tion  was  re^?ive(}?  ..         .  - 
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*77«i     T^^  troops  were  landed  early  on  Monday  morning, 
J^V^^ofe under  Tryon  at  Eaft-Haven,  and  thofe  under  Garth 
* '    at  Weft-Haven.     The  lafl:  marched  for  New-Haven, 
which  they  entered  betwecri  twelve  and  one,  after  being 
much  haraffed  and  galled  on  their  way  by  the  militia, 
and  others  who  joined  them.     The  town  was  delivered 
tip  to  promifcuous  plunder,  a  few  inftances  of  protec- 
tion excepted.  Whigs  and  tories,  indifcriminately  though 
not  univerfally,  had  their  money,  plate,  rings  and  other 
articles  taken  from  them^  and  much  of  their  furniture, 
which  could  not  be  carried  off,  was  wantonly  dcftroyed 
— all  die  Weft  India  goods  and  provifions  were  lerved 
the  fame.    In  fuch  fcenes  of  confufion,  individuals  could 
not  efcape  perfonal  abufe.     The  militia  were  coUefting 
in  fuch  a  manner,  and  the  foldiers  had  got  fo  difordered 
by  liquor;  that  the  next  morning  the  troops  made  a 
.  iirdden  retreat,  without  tarrying  either  to  execute  the 
original  defign  of  burning  the  town,  or  even  to  fire  a 
finglc  boufe  in  it.     When  they  had  provided  for  their 
own  iafety,  they  ventured  to  burn  fome  ftores  on  the 
long  wharf.     At  Eaft-Haven,  where  Tryon  commanded 
in  perfon,  feveral  dwelling  houfes  were  burnt,  the  cattle 
alfo  were  v.-antonly  killed  in  the  adjoining  fields.     By 
the  afternoon,    the  militia  became  fo  numerous,  ^nd 
crowded  fo  clofe  upon  him,  that  he  retreated  on  board 
jjjly  the  fleet,  which  in  the  evening  failed  for  Fairfield.  There 
7»      the  troops  knded  about  three  o'clock  on  Wednefday 
afternoon.     As  they  anchored  off  the  town  in  the  morn- 
ing  the  militia  had  fome  little  time  for  coUefting.     Gov. 
Tryon  fent  by  a  flag  to  col.  Whiting,  who  connmancJed 
tkem,  the  addrefs;   and  gave  him  an  hour's  time  to. 
,   confider,  and  to  anfwer  fo  as  to  fave  th«  town*     The 

colond 
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colonel  replied  in  behalf  of  the  Connefticut  inhabitants,  1779, 
*^  The  fknnes  have  now  preceded  their  anfwer  to  your 
flag,  and  they  will  perfift  to  oppofe  to  the  utnioft,  that 
power  which  is  exerted  againft  injured  innocence/' 
dated  7  th  July,  fun-fet.  That  night  and  the  next  morn- 
ing, they  plundered  and  laid  the  town  in  afhes,  burning 
the  meeting-houfe,  epifcopal  church,  and  the  buildings 
in  general,  to  the  compafs  of  two  miles  round,  fo  as 
to  reach  Green-farms,  though  not  Greenfield.  On  the 
Thurfday  they  retreated  to  their  fhipping,  the  militia 
becoming  more  numerous  than  at  New-Haven.  They 
crofTed  the  Sound  to  the  fhore  of  Long  Iflandj  and 
from  thence  failed  afterward  to  Norwalk^  whofe  fate  was 
fimilar  to  that  of  Fairfield.  The  numbers  killed  and 
wounded  on  each  fide  during  thefe  ravages  were  incon- 
fiderable.  But  the  conflagration  lifl:  Hands  thus — ^burnt 
at  Norwalk  2  houfcs  of  public  worfliip,  80  dwelling 
houfes,  87  barns,  22  ftores,  17  fhops,  4  mills  and  5 
vcflels — at  Fairfield  2  houfes  of  public  worfhip,  82 
dwelling  houfes,  55  barns,  15  ftores  and  15  fhops— ac 
Green-farms  i  houfe  of  worfliip,  15  dwelling  houfes, 
1 1  barns  and  feveral  ftores — ^befide  the  ftores  burnt  at 
New-Haven  and  the  houfes  at  Eaft-Haven.  The  pre- 
vailing humanity  of  my  countrymen,  will  not  relifli  thefe 
depredations  in  their  genuine  appearance,  the  accounts 
therefore  tranfmitted  or  publiftied,  muft  be  drefled  up  fo 
as  to  make  them  palatable  with  the  public :  but  be  af- 
fured,  that  the  burnings  were  defigned,  and  withqut 
fufEcient  provocation,  both  as  to  private  and  public 
buildings ;  fome  of  the  latter,  and  many  of  the  former, 
were  to  my  knowledge  not  near  to,  but  even  at  a  con- 
fidjerable  diftance  from  other  edifices.— That  gen,  Tryon 

was 
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»779*  ^^  '^^^  'averfe  to  engaging  in  fuch  a  fervkc  is  Lee 
mentioned  the  cabinet  to  have  determined  upon,  is  in- 
ferred from  the  an^imofity  he  has  to  thofc  who  are  at- 
tached to  the  American  caufe.  He  was  however -ftopped 
from  all  further  progrefs,  by  an  order  from  Sir  H.  Clinton 
for  the  return  of  the  fleet  and  troops.  Some  real  or 
cxpefted  movement  in  the  Americian  army  might 
produce  fuch  an  order. 

No  fooner  did  gen.  Waftiington  obferve  how  Sir  H. 
Clinton  had  flrengthened  the  pofts  of  Stoney-poiht  and 
Verpknk,  than  he  entertained  the  defign  of  attacking 
them.  Toward  the  end  of  June,  he  ordered  that  a 
trufty  intelligent  perfon  Ihould  be  employed  to  go  into 

g^^  the  works  of  thefirit:  and  on  the  8th  of  July,  he  was 
informed  by  a  deferter,  that  there  was  a  fand^  beach, 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  it,  running  along  the  flank  df  the 
works,  and  only  obftrufted  by  a  flight  abbatis,  which ' 
might  afford  an  eafy  and  fafe  approach  to  a  body  of 
troops.  He  formed  plans  for  attacking  both  pofts  at 
the  ft  me  inftant ;  the  executions  of  which  Were  intrtifted 
with  gen.  Wayne  and  gen.  Howe.  All  the  Miflaehur 
letts  light  infantry  marched  from  Weft-point  under 
lieut.  col.  Hull,  in  the  morning  of  the  15  th,  and  joined 
Wayne  at  Sandy-beach,  14  miles  from  Stoney-poinL 
^  The  general  moved  off  the  ground  at  twtlve  o'tloek. 
The  roads  being  exceedingly  bad  and  narrow,-  and  th^ 
troops  having  to  pafs  over  high  mountains,  through 
difficult  defiles  and  deep  morafTes,  were  obliged  to  rriovei 
in  fingle  files  the  greateft  part  of  the  way.  This  md 
the  great  beat  of  the  day,  occafio^d  fuch  delj^,  that 
it  was  eight  in  the  evening  ere  the  van  arrived  within  a 
mile  w4  *  half  of  the  enemy,  where  tbfc  men  fiirmcd 

into 
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into  columns,  and  renuined  tiU'feveral  of  the  principal '779^ 
oificcrs,  with  gen.  Wayne^  retmnQ&  fforfi  reconnoitrings 
the  \vorks.     At  half  after  eleven -o'<rld(:k>  the  whole - 
moved  forward,  the  .van  of  tho  right  confSfting  of  150 
volunteers,  under  li^ut.  coL  Fleiar-y>  the  vah  of  the  left, 
confifting  of  lOp  volunjteers,  under  major  Stewftrtj  each 
with  unloaded  mufkets  ^nd  fixed- bayonets^  preceded  "by 
a,  brave,  and,  determined:  officer,  with  twenty  pickasdriien, 
to  remove  the.  abbatis  andi  onhcr  obftruftions*    The  laft 
and  the  overftowingi  of  the  morafs  in  front,  by  thee  tide,* 
prevented  the:  alS^ult's  commencing  till  about  20  mihuteis  - 
after  twelve.     Previous  to  it^  Wayne  placed  'himfelf  at '  \6. 
the  head  of  thie.  right  column,  and  gave-  the  tixx>ps  the 
moft  pointed  orders  not  to  fire  on  any  account,  but  place- 
their  whole  dependence  on  the  bayonet,   which  otdjer- 
w.aa  faithfully  obeyed.     Such  was  the  ardbr  of  the  tro^s^ 
that,  in  the  face  of  a  moft  tremendous  and  inceflknt  fife; 
of  mufketry,  and  from-  cannon  loaded  with  gra^  fhot,    ■ 
they  forced  their -way  at  the*  point  of  the  bayonet,   j 
through  every  obftacle,  and  both  cdlumns  met  in  the 
centre  of  the  enemy's  works  nearly  at  the^  fame  4nftant. 
Fleury  ftruck  their ft^ndard  with  his-  cwn^hand.     Not- 
withftanding  the  provocations  given  ^by  the  plunder!  ngs 
and  burnings  at  NewHavjcn,  Eaft  Haven,  Fairfield  and 
Green-farms,  of  which  thoyhad  heard>  fuch  was  the  ' 
humanity  of  the  continental  foldiers,  that  they  fcomcd      - 
totak^  the  lives  of  the  foe .  cdling-  for  mercy,  fd  that* 
there  w^e  but  few;*of  the  enerny-killediupon  the  occa-  ■ 
fion.     Great  is  the-triumph  of  the  Americans  4>pon  the 
fuccefs  of  thisenterppife^  and  juftly,  for  it  wouldh^ve 
done  honor  to  the  moft;  vet-eraft; troops.    Wayne-  h^d  ^ 
but  15  killed^  and '83  wounded,  not^bove  30  of  -  whoiji 
I  ^  «  will 
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'779*  will  be  finally  loft  to  the  fervke.  The  general  himfelf 
received  a  flight  wound  in  the  head  with  a  muflcet  ball  j 
but  it  did  not  prevent  his  going  on  with  the  troops ;  and 
he  is  not  included  in  the  wounded.  The  enemy  had 
only  6;^  killed.  Lieut,  col.  Johnfon,  who  commanded 
the  fort,  with  other  officers  and  privates,  amounting  to 
543,  were  made  prifbners. 

.  The  attack  upon  Verplank,  intrufted  with  gen.  Howe, 
mifcarried  partly  through  delays  occafioned  by  high 
winds,  which  prevented  the  timely  tranfportation  of  ar- 
tillery ;  but  chiefly  through  the  troops  neglefting  to  take 
axes  with  them.    The  enemy,  upon  their  approach, 
broke  down  all  the  bridges,  and  thereby  cut  off  the 
'<!ommunication  by  land.     Before  Howe  coiild  receive 
i    the  means  for  conftrufting  temporary  bridges.  Sir  H. 
C&!ftlbii  marched  up  troops  fufiicient  to  fave  the  place. 
Gen.  Wifiiington  not  bcmg  in  lufficicnt  force  to  hold 
pofleflion  df  Stoney-Point,  refolved  upon  the  removal 
of  the  cannon  and  ftores,  and  upon  the  deftruAion  of 
the  works ;  which  were  accompliftied  with  all  difpatch. 
About  a  week  before,  a  certain  officer,  whofe  ftation 
gave  him,  the  opportunity  of  catching  deferters  from  the 
^American  camp,  was  fo  enraged  at  their  being  very  nu- 
merous, that  he  informed  the  general  he  would  cut  off 
the  head  of  the  next  that  fell  into  his  hands :  the  general 
wrote  immediately,  and  prohibited  fuch  execution  5  but 
it  had  taken  place  ere  the  letter  was  received^  and  the 
head  was  forwarded  to  gen,  Wafliington.  .  He  was 
fliocked  at  receiving  it,  and  alfo  greatly  alarmed  from 
an  apprehenflon  of  its  exciting  a  general  difguft  and  un* 
eafinefs  among  the  people  at  large,  fliould  it  be  knowQ, 
Exprefs  orders  were  given  to  the  officer  to  condufk  him« 

8  '  felf 
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fe)f  properly  for  the  future;  his  ralhnefsnieas.afterward  »7-79* 
atoned  for  in  meafure,  by  his  contributing  much  to  the 
fuccefs  of  the  enterprife  againft  Stoney-point. 

Congrefs  unanimoufly  refolved  upon  thanks  to  gen.  July 
Wafhington,  for  the  vigilance,  wifdom  and  magnani-  ^ 
mity,  with  which  he  had  conduced  the  military  opera- 
tions of  the  ftateSj  and  manifefted  particularly  in  his  or- 
ders  for  the  above  enterprife.  They.ahb  thanked  gen. 
Wayne  for  his  brave,  prudent  ^nd  foldierly  qonduft,  in 
his  fpirited  and  well  conduiSled  attack.  They  highly 
commended  the  coolnefs,  difcipline  and  firm  intrepidity 
of  the  officers  and  foldiers.  They  took  proper  notice 
of  lieut.  col.  Fleury  and  major  Stewart  i  and  warmly  ap- 
plauded lieut.  Gibbons  and  lieut.  Knox,  who  led  on  the 
forlorn  hope,  and  preceded  the  vans  of  the  two  columns, 
and  gave  to  each  a  brevet  of  captain.  .  They  further  re- 
folved, that  a  medal  emblematical  of  the  aftion  be  ftruck, 
and  that  one  of  gold  be  prefented  to  gen.  Wayne,  and 
a  filver  one  to  both  Fleury  and  Stewart;  and  that  the 
value  of  the  military  ftores  taken  be  afcercained  and  di- 
vided among  the  trqops,  by  whom  Stoney-point  was 
reduced. 

Being  brought  to  mention  congrefs,  let  me  detail 
fome  of  their  further  proceedings. 

The  firft  commiflary  general,  col.  Jofeph  Trumbull, 
is  no  more ;  his  deceafe  has  been  thought  to  have  been 
brought  on  by  the  proceedings  of  congrefs  relative  to  ^ 
him;  they  however  refolved,  that  with  great  care,  in-  30. 
duftry,  labor  and  attention,  he  inftituted  a  plan  by  which 
the  army,  during  his  continuance  in  oifEce,  was  amply 
fupplied  with  much  ceconomy,  and  to  general  fatisfac- 
tion;  and  that  certain  allowances  ihould  be  made  for 

the 
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>77S»  the  bcnfefft  of'  his  legal  rq:frcfentatives.  They  refolded,' 
2^  "  That  fulpicions  and  ^nimofities  have  arifen  among. 
the  late  and  prefent  coinmifli'oinefs,  nartiely;  Doftbr  B'. 
Franklin, .  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  Ratph 
Izardi-and  Mr.  William  Lee,  highly  prejudicial*  t6  the 
honor  and*  intcreft  of  the  United  Stites.  It  was  rcfolvcd, 
27.    that  the  prefiAsnt  inform  the  commahderiii  chief,  that 

'  •  '        .       ■ 

if  his 'wants  Ipecie  for  fecret  fervic(*s,  he  maydtalv'to 
the  amOtjnt  of  2000  guineas  upon  the  trelafurer,  v^ho  will 
paythefame.^— Bills  prepared  by  the  coitirtiittefebf  thfe 
treafury  on* doftoi*  Franklin,  in  favor  of  the  committe<i 
of  commtrce;  for  the  fiim  of  360,000  livres  tourhois, 
for:tKe  ptit-pofe  of  importing  niilitary  ftores,  were'or- 
June  deredto  be  figned  by'the  prefidentj  arid  it  was  relblyed, 
lo-  "'Thatthe  faith  of  the  United  States  be  ;plcdgea*to 
make 'godd' any  contfa:6t  or  engagement  whicli  iKaH  be 
entered  into  by  their  minifter  plenipotentiary  at' the  court 
of  Franccy  fol*  procuring  money  or  credit  to  eriable'hifii 
to-honor  the  faid  •  bills,  and  provide  f<)r  their  ptinCltial 
difcharge.'^  The 'next  day  it  was  agreed  td' borrow 
twenty  ^millions  of  continental  dollars,  at  an-  iriterfeftbf 
fix  per  cent,  per  annum.  Three  days  after,  it  was  rcr' 
fohrcd  upon  the  report  of  a  committee,  "  That  gbri-. 
grefs  are  fatisfied  with  the  conduft  of  dbftbr  John  Mor- 
gan while  afting  as  direftor  general  arid  phyficiah  in 
chief- in  the  general  hofpitals  of  the  United  Stktess  and 

*  • «  * 

14^.  thdt'thisrefoiution  be  publifhed.*'  Congfefi  in  a  letter 
of  "congratulation  to  his  moft  chriftian  majeftyon  the 
birich  of  a  prihcefs,  fay  among .  other  thlng$— *'  Permit 
us  to  requeft  the  favor  of  your  majefty  to  oblige  tis.  with 
portraits  of  yourfelf  and  rbyal  confbrt,  that  by.  being* 
placed  in  our  council  chamber,  the  reprefentativcs  of 

'*'  thefe 
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thefe  ftates  may  daily  have  before  their  eyes  the  firft^"??!?* 
royal  friends  and  patrons  of  their  caufe/'  They  in  ano- 
ther letter  .requeft  his  majefly  to  fbrnifli  thenn  with  the 
neceflary  fupplies  of  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing, 
the  eftimate  of  which  their .  minifter  was  to  lay  before 
him,  and  they  pledged  the  faith  of  the  States  for  the 
repayment  with  intereft,  of  whatever  fums  may  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  purpofe,  as  loon  as  the  reftoration  of 
peace  (hall  enable  theml  .     .1     . 

The  minifter  of  France  |iad  a  conference. with, con- July, 
grefs  in  a  committee  of  the  whole.  He  introduced  the 
conference  by  faying,  that  he  had  received  fome  dif* 
patches  from  his  court,  which  he  was  ordered  to  com^ 
municate  to  congrefs,  but  that  he  expefted  no  anfwer : 
—that  though  it  was  not  the  ufual  pradtice  to  offer  com- 
munications of  this  nature  in  writing,  yet  as  it  had  been 
intimated  to  him  by  the  prefident,  that  this  mode  would 
be  moft  agreeable  to  congrefs,  he  had  committed  the 
heads  of  them  to  paper,  not  as  a  memorial,  but  merely 
for  the  afiiftance  of  the  memory,  in  a  form  to  which 
the  term  oiadjlatum  legendi  is  appropriated  by  the  ufage 
of  the  courts  of  Europe  : — that  in  reading  the  faid  pa- 
per, he  would  take  the  liberty  of  making  fome  expla- 
nations and  refleftions. 

Ad  fiatum  legendi  delivered  by  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary. 

1.  The  king  has  approved  all  the  overtures,  which 
were  made  by  his  minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the  honor- 
able congrefs,  refpefting  the  affairs  bf  Mr*  de  Beauntiar- 
chais ;  therefore  a  line  ought  to  be  drawn  between  the. 
ftores  which  this  gentleman  has  |:)^^  pcrmiftfed  tq  cake 
out  of  the  royal  magazines,  for  which  he  has  coiifti- 

Vol.  IIL  T  tuted 


■«77**  tutcd  himfelf  debtor  to  the  department  of  war,    and 

.between  thofe   articles  which  the  fame  gentleman  haa 

^bought  in  the  way  of  common  trade  for  the  ufe  of  th^i 

United  States. 

.  a.  A  hint  having  been  given  to  the  minifter  plenipo- 

,     .tentiary,    that  congrefs  defirc  to  recruit  their  (hips  in 

France  from  the  Englilh  prifoners  there,  the  court  in 

oonfequence  of  his  reprefentation  is  willing  to  facilitate 

this  ^ mode  of  recruiting  feamen. 

.\  V  3.  The  king  and  miniftry  were  extremely  pleafed 
with  the  refolution  congrefs  has  taken  to  maintain  orify 
one  itiinifter  plenipotentiary  at  their  court,  as  well  as 
with  the  exclufive  appointment  of  fo  fteady  and  honeil 
a. man,  and  lb  firm  and  folid  a  patriot  as  Dr.  Franklin. 
.  4.  The  congrefs  has  given  a  very  great  fatisfaflion 
ix>  the  court  of  France,  by  the  convenient  and  Ipiritcd 
ftep  which  was  taken,  to  difavow  a  certain  ill-grounded 
and  pernicious  dottrine,  relating  to  the  mutual  obliga- 
tion of  the  allies,  to  conclude  no  truce  or  peace  widiout 
the  knowledge  and  confent  of  each  other.  The  court 
of  France  is  of  opinion,  that  this  doftrine  could  only  ht 
maintained  by  thofe  men,  whofe  aim  would  be  to  feek 
by  any  means  .50  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance,  and  to 
create  difguft  and  diffidence  between  the  allies. 

5.  This  court  has  received  with  feme  furprife,    th^ 

:,      intelligence,  that  congrefs  has  publifhed  the  treaties  con'j 

.  ^.dtidGd  with  her,  without,  the  previous  knowledge  -  and 
coi^ient  of , the  inter efted  party.  It  is  not  to  5c  denied, 
tfiat,fuch  proceeding  is  but  little  confiftent  with  rcalbn, 
Aod  with  the  general  pradtice  of  courts  and  nations : 
neverthelefs,  this  obfervation  involves  not' any  kind  of 
j»cproach,  but  the  king  thinks  that  fo  noble  and  lb" -ge- 
nerous 
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'  .  .  .         ■  >      .  .      .        ■  ■    . 

nerous  a  fyftem  of  politics  could  not  but  produce  de- '  779« 
finable  efFefts  by  its  publication. 

6.  The  intelligence  that  in  the  firft  months  of  laft 
wmter,  there  were  no  adequate  preparations  made  in 
America  toward  a  vigorous  arid  fuccefsful  campaign,  was 
received  at  Verfailles  with  all  the  concern,  which  the 
dangers  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prolongation  of 
the  prefent  conteft  can  create  in  the  moft  friendly  mind. 
The  court  of  France  is  fully  of  opinion,  that  the  exer- 
tions of  the  United  States  are  neceflary  to  bring  the 
common  enemy  to  a  proper  fenfe  of  all  the  difappoint* 
ments  which  he  fhall  meet  with. 

7.  This  court  being  very  defirous  to  acquaint  con- 
grefs  exadly  with  the  ftate  of  affairs  relating  to  the  com- 
mon caufe,  would  not  delay  to  inform  this  honorable 
body,  that  the  court  of  London  fhowing  on  one  fide 
difpofitions  to  a  reconciliation  with  France,  rejefts  on 
the  other  fide  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and  explicit  a^ 
knowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
which  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  perfeveres  to  hold  up 
as  a  preliminary  and  eflential  condition.  The"  beha- 
viour of  the  common  enemy  in  this  refpedt,  rendered 
a  great  deal  more  probable  the  conjefturc  which  was 
communicated  to  congrefs  fome  time  ago,  that  the  point 
of  honor  and  pride  of  die  king  of  England,  will  be  the 
greateft  obftacle  to  the  tonclufion  of  the  peace  upon 
thofe  explicit  terms;  arid  perhaps  the  manner  of  over-- 
coming  this  difficulty,  will  of  courfe  become  the  moft 
decifive  objeft  of  the  deliberation  of  congrefs,  when  thh 

honorable  body  Ihall  determine  to  make  peace.     It  Id 

-  •  'i  •    ■  * 

prefuppofed  whatever  niezotermme  may  be  hit  upon,  that 
England  Hiall  treat  with  the  United  States  as  tvith  a  >.    . 
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» 779- free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  the  territories 
belonging  to  them.  t 

The  fubftance  of  what  the  minifter  faid  at  the  confe- 
rence, in  explanation  of  the  feveral  foregoing  articles.  . 

I.  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  <:ongrefs 
have  been  furniflied  by  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais,  congrefc 
would  be  enabled  to  diftinguifli  thofe  articles  which  were 
drawn  from  the  royal  magazines,  and  thofe  which  he 
fupplied  in  a  way  of  trade  :  for  thofe  laft  congrefs  would 
without  doubt  make  remittances  to  Mr.  de  Beaumar- 
chais in  their  own  way,  to  enable  him  to  perform  thp 
contrafts  he  had  entered  into  as  a  merchant.  That  .for 
the  former  articles,  the  king  his  mafter  taking  upon 
himfelf  to  be  creditor  to  the  United  States,  would  wait 
until  the  congrefs  Ihould  find  it  convenient  to  makp 
compenfation. 

2.  Though  his  court  had  not  refolved  to  retaliate  upon 
the  prifoners  in  their  hands  for  injuries  done  to  prifbners 
by  the  common  enemy  j  yet  for  the  rcafons  affigned, 
the  king  his  mafter  had  aflented  to  the  propofal  j  but  in 
carrying  this  matter  into  execution,  it  would  be  proper 
to  take  fuch  precautions,  and  to  give  fuch  orders  to  the 
captains,  or  other  perfons  employed  in  the  bufinefs, 
that  it  might  be  managed  with  prudence. 

j.  There  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  congrefs 
will  receive  very  foon  proofs  of  the  confidence  which  his 
court  was  always  willing  to  fbow  to  the  fe;rvAnts  of  thefe 
flates.  T^^he  perfonal  charafter  of  Dr.  Franklin  will  en- 
able  the- -court  to  act  with  a  franknefs  becor^insr  the  al- 
iiance  ;  and  they  will  have  no  occafioa  tp  withhold  any 
more  the  fecrets  which  may  intereft  the  United  States 
and  the  alliance. 

4.  The 
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•  4.  The  king  his  matter,  after  this  explicit  ftep,  relies  *779« 
with  the  higheft  confidence  upon  the  candor  and  faith- 
ftllnefs  of  congrefs,  in  underftanding  as  well  as  in  execut- 
ing the  treaty,  and  in  rejeifting  every  arbitrary  and  un- 
nattural  interpretation  or  conftru6tion>  which  falfe  fubtle 
or  defigning  men  can  contrive.  Congrefs  by  their  own 
feelings  muft  be  fenfible,  that  fueh  interpretations  and 
conftruftions  are  always  hurtful,  againft  common  de- 
cency and  dignity,  and  may  oftentimes  endanger  mu- 
tual confidence,  and  of  courfe  the  very  exiftence  of  a 
treaty:  but  the  fenfe  of  congrefs,  as  manifefted  in  this 
particular  affair,  gives  his  court  the  greateft  hope,  that 
there  ftiall  be  no  further  motive  to  the  painful  ref^ftions 
which  that  affair  excited, 

5.  He  begged  leave  to  add,  that  this  publication  in- 
terfered with  the  fituation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and  was 
in   a  certain  degree  difadvantageous  to  the  common. 
caufe ;  becaufe  it  gave  the  common  enemy  a  full  know- 
ledge  of  our  fyftem  and  our  mutual  engagements,  with". 
out  procuring  us  any  reafon  to  guefs  at  th^ir  views  and  . 
refolutions.     Happily  thefe  inconveniencies  have  not  been.. 
felt,  and  ample  compenfation  Jias  been  obtained  by  con^    * 
vincing  the  people  of  America,  noC  only  that  the  treaty , 
was  juft  and  equal,  but  that  the  heavy  tafk  which  France.  - 
has  taken  upon  her  was  magnanimous,  gratuitous  and, 
without  reward:  the  whole  world  was  at  th^  fame  time, 
convinced,  that  war  conquefts  and  ambition  were  not. 
the  objefts  of  the  alliance,  nor  of  any  of  the  allies,  but] 
only  the  peaceable 'enjoyment  of  the  fovereignty,  liberty,] 
fecurity  and  independence  of  thefe  United  States  :  and^ 
this  xonviftion  gave  rtijjch  bohOr,  credit  and  confide^, 
ration  to  the  alliatnoe,  '''' '        \  "^  *^-   ' 

^  '  T  3  6,  On 
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'779-      6..  On  this  he  cbfe^ved,   that  he  had  endeavoured 
fincc  the  lad  fall,  by  order  of  his  court,  to  imprcfs  on. 
every  mind,  that  England  will  never  evacuate  New  York 
willingly,  and  could  only  be  brought  by  proper  exer- 
tions on  the  part  of  Aaierica,  to  think  ferioufly  of  grant- 
ing her  independence.     He  believed  that  congrels  had 
ajdopted  ^  fyftem  conformable  to  their  engagements  and 
the  fituafion  of  affairs:  his  court  was  better  informed 
than  he  was :  but  without  reflefting  on  paft.  events,  the 
Jung  hopes  his  amicable  apprehenfions  will  be  overcome 
by  the  fuccefs  of  the  campaign:  that  henceforth  the 
United  States  will  follow  the  example  fet  them  by  his 
majefty,  and  that  diey  will  exert  themftlves  in  their  own 
caufe,  as  his  majefty  exerts  himfelf  for  their  fake  and  in^ 
their  caufe  which  he  has  adopted. 

7.  He  faid,  that  he  was  authcudzed  to  tell  congrefs  in 
confidence,  that  this  refledtion  is  the  refult  of  the  ob- 
iervations  which  the  court  of  Spain  made,  upon  the  con- 
du6k  of  England,  throughout  her  negotiations  of  me- 
diation: —Tha;  the  Britifh  miniftry  feem  to  be  folici- 
tous  to  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep  up  this 
negotiation  J  that  from  tlience  probable  hopes  may  be 
entertained  of  their  internal  difpofition  to  peaces  but. at 
the  fame  time  they  rejeft  with  haughtinefs  the  formal 
5icknowled^ent  of  the  independence  infcrted  by  France 
and  Spam.  New  orders  have  been  given  to  the  Spanifh 
ambaflador  at  London,  to  afccrtain  as  nearly  a$  poffible 
thofe  difpofitions.  In  thefe  circumftances  the  king  his 
mafter  ordered  him  to  connmunicatc  this  jriteliigCAceto 
t^e  United  States,  that  they  may  if  they  think  proper 
take  under  confideration,  if  it  would  not  bc.expejdient  to 
^ive  their  ptapipotentiary  inftruCtioi^.an4full  (owers^ 

Ibunded 
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founded  upon  the  necefTity  of  the  conjunftures  and  upon  1779, 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  the  exprefs  and  formal  terms  of 
which  arc,  that  peace  fhall  not  be  made  without  an  ex- 
prefs or  tacit  acknowledgment  of  the  fovereignty,  and  » 
confequently  a  fortiori  of  the  rights  inherent  in  fove=- 
reignty,  as  well  as  of  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  in  matters  of  government  and  commerce.     This 
fubftantial  alternative  in  an  engagement,  which  is  a  mere ' 
gratuitous  gift  without  any  compenfation  or  ftipulation, 
ought  indeed  never  to  be  forgot  in  a  negotiation  for  peace, 
France  forefaw  the  extreme  difficulties  a  formal  and  ex'-\ 
plicit  acknowledgnocnt  might  meet  with.     She  knew  by^ 
her  own  experience  in  fimilar  conteft^,  in  which  fhe  h^  - 
been  deeply  concerned  refpefting  the  republic  of  Hbl-^ 
land,  Genoa,  and  the  Swifs  Cantons,  how  tenacious  mti*' 
narchs  are,  and  how  repugnant  to  pronounce  the  hun* 
miWmng  formula.     It  was  only  obtained  for  Holland  ta- 
citly after  a  war  of  thirty  years,  and  explicitly  after  a  re-. 
fiftance  of  feventy.     To  this  day  Genoa  and  the  Swifs 
Gantons  have  obtained  no  renunciation,  nor  acknowledg- 
ment either  tacit  or  formal  from  their  former  fovereigrts : 
but  they  enjoy  their  fovereignty  and  independence  oiily 
under  the  guarantee  of  France.     His  court  thought  it 
important  to  provide,    that  difficulties  of  this  'nature, 
which  refide  merely  in  words,  fhbuld  not  delay 'or"  pre- 
vent America  from  enjoying  the  thing  itfelf.     From 
thefe  confiderations  arofe  the  very  important  and  explicit 
ftipulation  in  the  treaty,  which  he  juft  now  related,  and 
which  hath  received  the  fanftion  of  the  United  States. 
The  eircumftances  feem  already  fuch  as  call  for  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  alternative  of  tacit  or  explicit  ackhowledgmeiit; 
All  thefe  confiderations  therefore  are  mentioned,   that 

T  4  con- 


afiO '  , .     (THE      HISTORY     OF     T  H  E       ;    - 

>7^9rcongrefs  may,   if  they  think  proper,  confider  whether 
the  literal .  execution  of  the  treaty  in  this  point  is  not 
become  neceffary,  and  whether  the  fafety  and  happinefs 
of  the  American  people,  as  well, as  the  effential  princi- 
ples of  the  alliance,  are  not  intimately  connefted  with 
the  refolutions  that  may  be  taken  on  this  fubjeft :  and 
it  remains  with  the  prudence  of  congrefs  to  examine, 
whether  inftrudtions  on  fome  particular  conditions  may 
not  fruftrate  the  falutary  purpofe  of  the  treaty  of  alliance 
rrfa?iye  to  a  tacit  acknowledgment,  which  the  fituation 
o(  aflPairs  may  require.    "In  thus  executing  the  orders,** 
continued  he,  "  I  have  received,  I  cannot  omit  obferving, 
that  thiefe  orders  v/^e  given  with  the  full  prefumption, 
that  the  bufinefs  which  I  laid  before  congrefs  in  Febru- 
ary  laft,  would  have  been  fettled  long  before  thefe  dif» 
patches  fhould  come  to  my  hands.     However  fenfibly 
my  court  will  be  difappointed  in  her  expeftations,  I  fhall 
add  nothing  to  the  information  and  obfervations,  which, 
with  the  warmeft  zeal  for  the  intereft  and  honor  of  both 
countries,  and  by  the  duties  of  my  office  and  my  in- 
ftrudlions,  I  found  myfelf  bound  to  deliver  from  time 
tp  time  to  congrefs  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs.     The 
appreheniSon  of  giving  new  matter  to  thoft  who  endea-r 
your     tq  liaft   blame   upon  cpngrefs   is   a    new  mo- 
tive for  me  to  remain  filent.     I  beg  only  to  remind 
this  honorable   body  of  the  aforefaid  information  and 
rcfleftions;^  ^nd  particularly  of  thofe  which  I  had  the 
honpr  tp  deliver  to  an  affembly  fnmUr  to  the  prcfent, 
I  (hall  oply  infift  on  a  fingle  point  which  I  pftabliftied 
then  and  fipce  in  one  of  my  memorials,  namely  the  ma-: 
oifeft  and  ftrifeing  neceffity  of  enabling  Spain,  by  the 
determination  pf  juft  and  moderate  terms,  to  prels  vpon 
9  Englan4 
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England  With  her  good  offices,  and  to  bring  her  niedi-  «779» 
ation  to  an  iflue,  in  order  that  we  may  know  whether 
we  are  to  expeft  peace  or  war.     This  ftep  is  looked 
upon  in  Europe  as  immediately  neceflary.     It  was  the 
proper  objeft  of  the  meffage  I  delivered  in  February 
laft.     I  eftablilhedthen  (in  a  private  audience)  the  ftrong- 
reafons  which  require,  that  at  the  fame  time  and  with-, 
out  delay  proper  terms  fhould  be  offered  to  his  catholic 
majefty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  perfeftly  to  the  Amie^: 
rican  intereft.     I  did  not  conceal,  that  it  was   to  bei 
feared  that  any  condition  inconfiftent  with  the  eftablHh'- 
ment  of  the  alliance  which  is  the  binding  and  only  law 
of  the  allies,  and  contrary  to  the  line  of  conduft  which. 
Spain  purfued  in  the  courfe  of  her  itiediation,   would- 
lead  her  to  drop  the  mediation,  and  prevent  hi3  Catholic 
majefty  by  motives  of  honor  and  faithfulnefs  from  join*, 
ing  in  our  comrrion  caufe,  arid' from  completing  the  in- 
tended triumvirate.     No  Ibfs,  no  unhappy  event  could| 
be  fo  heavy  upon  the  allies  as  this.     Indeed  although 
the  Britilh  forces  are  already  kept  iii  check  by  the.  com-, 
bined  efforts  of  France  and  America,  it  is  neyerthelefs . 
evident  that  the  acceffion  of  Spain  only  can  give  to  the 
alliance  a  decided  fuperiority  adequate  to  our  purpofeis,    , 
and  free  us  from  the  fatal  chance^  tha%a  fin^e  unlucky, 
event  may  overturn  the  balance.^'  • 

The  committee  then  taking  notice  of  what  the  mi-: . 
nifter  had  faid  concerning  a  tacit  ajfurance  of  the  indepen^ 
dence  of  thefefiatesy  requefted  to  know  his  fenfe  concem- 
ino;  the  manner  in  which  fuch  tacit  aflurancc  could  be 
given  5  to  which  he>  premifing  that. what  he  fhould.  niiW:  . 
fay  ought  to  be  confidered  only  as  his  private  fentiments^ 
replied-«-That  the  Britilh  court;  irould  probably  cndea^ 

VQur 
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'  779'  vour  to  avoid  an  exprefs  acknowledgment  by  imitating 
precedents  that  had  occurred  in  Europe  on  fimilar  oc* 
cafion$ji  inftancing  io  the  cafe  of  the  Swifs  Cantons,  and 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland ;  that  the  nmxie 
adopted  in  the  latter  cafe  had  been  for  the  arch-dukcs,' 
to  whom  the  king  of  Spain  had  transferred  his  right  of 
Ibvcreignty,  to  treat  with  diem  as  free  and  independent 
ftates :  and  that  with  rcfpedt  to  the  Cantons,  France  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  more  for  them  in  the  treaty*  of 
Munfter,  than  "  a.  declaration  that  they  fhould  be  in 
poffilflion  as  of  full  liberty  and  exemption  from  the  cm^ 
pif%  and  be  in  no  .manner  fubjed  to  the  junfdi6Uon. 
thcrirof  :**— but  that  in  his  opinion,  the  circumftancea  of 
thefe  ftates,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  cbn- 
duiStQd  their  oppofition,  would  juftify  their  expecting-  a; 
more  full  declaration. 

^  Mr.  Gerard  by  ftrongly  urging  congrcfs,  ir>  Febmiary, 
/  IP  come  to  an  ultimatum,  that  fo  no  promifing  nega^r. 
/  tiations.  might  be  delayed  or  obftrufted,  contributed  to- 
ward  putting  the  ftates-  into  a  profound  fleep.  They 
amufed  themfelves  with  idle  dreams  of  peace,  and  hardly 
made  any  exertions  for  the  war.  Till  about  the,  time 
of  thq  above  conference,  the  army  fcarcely  received  a. 
ftf^e  recruit,  though  a  large  part  of  it  diflblved.in  the 
coilrfe  of  laft  winter  and  fpring,  by  the  expiration  of  die 
term  of  fervice  for  which  the  men  were  engaged;  Gen. 
Wellington  has  a  profpeft  of  looo,  or  1500  levies,!  at 
.  em^mous  bounties,  for  nine  months  from  MafiachuieitS' 
and  Conncfticut,  which  is  all  the  r^forcement.hc  ex- 
perts. Inferior  in  ftrength  to  the  enemy,  he  wiU  be 
able  ta  do  Utde  more  than  take  care  of  himfelfj^:  and 
guard  -the  comipunicacioa  of  the  North  .Rivcfv  ..Uhc 

dif. 
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diftrefling  fituation  of  public  affairs  led  the  late  prefidexjt  HW*. 
of  congrefs,  Mr.  Laurens,  to  write  to  his  friend—**  Let  i^ 
us  look  around  and  inquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  army, 
the  navy,  the  treafury — -the  view  is  truly  affefting ;  but 
what  is  moft  of  all  to  be  deplored  is,  the  torpitude  of 
national  virtue.  How  nnany  men  are  there  who  now 
in  fecret  fay,  could  I  have  belieyed  it  would  have  come 
to  this,  I  would  — r-.  —  I  am  not  of  that  number/' 

Captain  Cunningham,  who  took  and  carried  the  Dutch 
packet  into  Dunkirk,  (VoL  IL  p.  453)  being  captured 
on  board  a  private  armed  cutter  in  the  Wqft  Indies^ 
was  brought  to  New  York,  put  undfr  a  rigorous  and 
ignominious   confinement,   and  orc^red  to  be  iient  to 
Great  Britain*     Congrefs  was  induced  by  it  to  order  a 
letter  to  be  written  to  the  Britifh  naval  commander  at  .i7« 
New  York,  demanding  the  reafons  for  the  treatrncnt  he  • 
had  met  with  s  and  refolved,  that  if  they  h?id  not  a  farif- 
faftory  anfwer  by  the  ift  of  Auguft,  one  or  more  pqt* 
fons  Ihould  be^  confined  to  abide  the  fate  of  the  faid 
Cunningham*     Two. days  after,  congrefs  having  well 
confidered  the  letters  before  them,  giving  an  account  of 
the  devaftations  of  the   enemy,   and  the  burning  of 
Fairfield,  Norwjilk  and  Bedford,  "  Refolved— That  die  j 
marine  commiccee  be,  and  are  hereby  diredted  to  take  j 
the  moft  effcftual  means  to  carry  into  executbn  the 
nianifefto  of  Odober  30,  1778,  by  burning  anddeftroy* 
ing  the  towns  belonging  to  the  enemy  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  Weft  indies."     . 

The  operations  of  war  d'emand  our  further  notice* 
A  daring  and  dangerous  enterpriie  againft  the  enemy's 
poft  at,P^owk's  Hook  was  commiued  to  major  Lee, 

The  objeftv^  was  to  ^pw  a  ^  li^^e  tqpoii  the  4^^^^^^ 

arm$ 
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tT)9*iffr\s  by  'furprifing  the  pofts,  and  immediately  retiring 
with  fuclr  prifoners   as  the  major  could  conveniently 
niakc.     Did  it  appear  too  hazardous,  either  in  the  exe-' 
cutioh  or  the  difficulty  of  efFefting  a  retreat,  he  was  at 
liberty  to  abandon  it.    The  neceffify  of  making  a  timely 
and  fofe  retreat,  was  ftrongly  inculcated  by  the  conn- 
ilfiandef  in  chief,  and  the  major  was  defired  to  lofe  no 
time  in  attempting  to  remove  or  deftroy  any  ftores,  or 
even  in  collefting  ftragglcrs.     The  major,  with  a  party 
of  300  Virginians,  a  troop  of  difmounted  dragoons,  and 
•  ,    one  company  from  the  Maryland  line,  proceeded  on  the 
19.    ferrice,  and  veiy  early  in  the  morning,  before  day  lights 
completely  furprifed  the  poft.  Major  Sutherland  the  com- 
rtaridant,  with  a  number  of  Heflians,  had  the  good  for- 
•"  ■  tune  to  efcape,  by  reafon  of  the  darknefs,  to  a  fmall  block 
hbufe  on  the  left  of  the  fort.    Major  Lee  killed  about 
3&  of  the  enemy,  and  took  161  prifoners,  including  7 
olSccrs,'at  the  expence  of  about  half  a  dozen  men  kiUed 
and  wounded.     In  c6nformity  to  his  orders,  he  made  an 
immrediate  retreat  withoiit  tarrying  to  deftroy  either  bar- 
racks or  artillery.     The   approach  of  day,*  and   tjie  ^ 
vicinity  of  the  enemy's  main  body,  rendered  it  abiplutely  ' 
neccflary.    Lord  Stirling  took  judicious  meafures  to 
forward  the  enterprife,  arid  to  fecure  the  retreat  of  LeeV^- 
party.     This  affair  for  the  fize  of  it;  may  be  rarigeS ' 
with  the  moft  heroic  adions  of  the  war;  corifidering  tlie  ' 
peculiar  pofition  of  Powle's-Hook,  and  its  being  galri-;** 

foned  by  :]^oo  men.  *         '       "    ^' 

Tfie  expc4itions  carrying  on*  ag^nft '  Pendfeifcot'  by 
the .  Maffachufetts,    and '  againft  the  MohawKs  by  the 
United  States,  will  be  -related^  when  'brought '  to  a  61ole,  i 
Gen.  Sulllrstrt  being' called  aVay^  tO'Cdmma^id-t^lelattev 
gen, 


AMXR^ICAN.     H  E  V  O  L  U.T  Ii>  N.  aff 

■  .  *  » 

gen.  Gates  left  Bofton^^nd  went, to  PxovUJence: » *  In  ^^l^. 
May  a  number  of  ,the  tifoops  .under  him,.  mtAtinkd  axid 
were  upon  the  point  of.  marching  gff  .for, want  pf  brep4ji 
he  prevailed  uponrttiem  to  ftay  a  few. days. ^  Durif^ 
that  period,  he  by  exprels  ordered  flour  jmn^ediately;  HP 
from  Bofton,  which  however  could  not  have  been  pra^ 
cured,  had  it  not^been  from  the  captures  juft  brought 
in  by  the.  cruifers.  ,  The  American  privateers,  the  liatc 
and  continental  Yeflels^  have  been  very  fuccelsful  in.  cap» 
turing  and  getting  fafe  into  port  a  number  of  Weft 
India  fhips  and  others  of  great  value,  more  than  fufficir 
cnt  to  counterbalance  by  much  the  lofles  the  United 
States  have  fuftained  in  a  fimilar  way.  It  was  com- 
puted, on  the  15th  of  July,  that  within  fix  or  fevcn 
weeks  preceding,  upward  of  ao,ooa  barrels  of  provi- 
fions,  defigned  for  the  ufe  of  the  enemy,  had  found 
their  way  into  the  Maflachufetts  ports.  But  foi:  thefe 
and  fuch  like  captures,  the  inhabitants  would  have  been 
under  the  greateft  diifficulty  through  a  prevailing  fcarcity. 
One  while  there  was  fuch  a  want  of  bread  in  Bofton, 
that  families  who  had  lived  well  were  without  it  ipanv 
days.  The  price  however  of  all  articles,  is  rapi41jj  - 
rifing  in  a  continual  fucceflion,  occafioned  chiefly  by^^ 
enormous  quantity  of  paper  currency,  genuine  and  coon- 
terfeit,  that  is  in  circulation.  This  rife  of  commp4Jc 
ties,  and  the  afibciated  depreciation  of  continental  m0B$jf>| 
has  fpread  fuch  an  alarm,  that  at  Philaddphia  an4:ii)i^  *; 
MaiTachufetts,  the  .inhabitants  are  attempting  af£fjlli^.f^ 
remedy  both,  by  a  regulation  of  prices— whicfi^'^J^ 
Sifyphus's  ftonc,  will  never  reach  the  {umttijuisi^i^ 
evil.  TUa  «rlT 
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W7)^  We  hifhi  heard  whhifi  thUtt  few  days,  by  a  letter 
fiom  MartSftico  of  June  i9th,  dii^t  adin.  Byron  having 
kft  St.  Luefe  with  an  intention,  a^it  is  tiiought,  of  con- 
voying a  large  Brititti  Weft  IndiSi  fleet  through  A^ 
pafiages,  count  d'Eftairig  immediatelj^  embraced  the 
cjpportunity,  and  planned  an  expedition  ajgainft  St.  Vini 
.cant,  which  focceeded.  We  ajie  aHb  irifohned,  that 
iince  then,  Mr.  de  la  Mottc  Piquet,  widi  five  fhips  of 
the  line,  had  joined  the  count;  who  finding  himfeff 
fuiEciently  ftrong,  had  planned  ah  expedition  againft 
Grenada,  and  was  to  fail  for  that  iflahd  the  day  after 
the  date  of  the  letter. 

The  count  fent  iieut*  D?  Trolong  Du  Rumain  to  St: 

•  ^     Vincent,  with  about  450  nnen,  only  hklf  of  thcni  Regulars, 

l6»  who  landed  the  i6th  of  June,  and  "^re  knmediateljf' 
joined  by  the  Garribs;  they  th6n  poflefled  themfelves  of 
the  heights  which  commanded  the  town  of  Kirigfton; 
On  the  rSth,  the  ifland  was  delivered  up  by  capitulatidfi 
without  having  made  any  refiftance.  This  may  hkfi 
been  owing  partly  to  the  inhabitants  being  in  dread  hf 
the  Cattibs,  and  partly  to  *theii-  apprehended  darigft 
from  attempting  a  defehte^ahd  riofie  fi:om  cKan^^ 
fevereigns. 

Mr.  Gerard  has  Obtained  leave  to  feturrt;t5  Frantfc^ 
Otk  account  of  the  ill  ftate-  of  his  .heakh  i  arid  the  licW 

.  f&imfter  plenipotentiary,  the  chevalier  de  la  Liissd^fie^  U 
3.  torivcd  at  Bofton  in  a  French  frigate.  Mr.  Jbhn  AdaiiS 
ticompahied  him,  his  commiflioh  haVmg  been  fi^jx^^ 
|i$k4  the  laft  Septemfbtr,  by  thie  appdintrfkftt  of  Bh 
Fraxddk^  minifter  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  FraricCi 
TIhe  caifying  of  this  appointment  was  a  favorite  mca- 
iMb  nM  Mr.  de  Vergennes  -,  as  he  expefts  from  the 

doAor 
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d<^:^or  fingly  more  obfequious  devdrioA  to  thfeplekfarc  *W^ 
of  the  French  court,  than  he  could  have  obtained  had 
the  doftor  been  ftill  joined  to  both  or  either  of  his  formel' 
coUeagues,  Meffrs.  John  Adanis  and  Arthur  Lee. 


f . 


LETTER      IX, 


Friend  G. 


Rotter  dam  y  Nov.  lo,  1779- 


TOWARD  the  end  of  April,  an  expedition  againft 
the  iQe  of  Jerfey  was  fet  on  foot  undtt*  Mr.  de 
Naffau,  who  had  no  fortune^  with  a  view  of  putting 
money  into  his  pocket,  frorti  the  rapine  and  plunder  that 
would  follow  upon  its  fuccefs  *.  It  fo  happened,  that 
adm,  Arbuthnot,  who  you  have  heard  failed  on  the  iH^ 
of  May,  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of  war,  and  a  prodi- 
gious convoy  of  merchantmen  and  tranfports  for  Ame- 
rica, fell  in  with-  the  vefTel,  going  exprefs  to  Englandj 
v/ith  an  account  of  the  attack,  and '  the  apparent  immi- 
nent danger  of  the  idand.  Upon  that  he  ordered  the 
convoy  to  wait  for  him  at  Torbay,  and  proceeded  to  the 
relief  of  Jerfey.  Though  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
was  the  confequence,  the  French  comforted  themfelves,^ 
when  they  faw  it  had  the  unexpefted  efieft  of  detaining- 
adm.  Arbuthnot  for  a  long  time  at  Torbay,  and  of  in-/ 
ducing  the  admiralty  to  order  ten  fhips  of  th^  lincj^ndcr' 

•  PoKiical  Memoirs.  "^^^      ^ 
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1779.  adm.  Darby,  to  join  the  former,  for  the  fafe  efcorting 
the  convoy  to  a  certain  diftance,  Mr.  Sartine,  upon 
obtaining  information  of  this  order,  hurried  the  Breft 
fleet  under  count  d'OrviUiers  to  fea.  lliere  were  not  ^t 
the  laft  nioment,  failors  fufficient  to  man  it ;  but  neither 
this,  nor  the  non-arrival  of  two  (hips  expefted  from 
Toulon,  could  prevail  with  him  to  rifk  lofing  the  oppor- 
tunity on  the  one  hand  of  intercepting  Darby  on  his 
return,  and  on  the  other  of  fecuring  the  junftion  of  the 
French  and  Spanifli  fleets.  Eight  thoufand  land  forces 
were  put  on  board  to  ferve  as  marines,  and  to  fupply 
the  dcifeft  of  failors.     With,  this  kind  of  equipage  did 

^  the  fleet  fail  on  the  4th  of  June.  There  was  a  general 
exultation  vifible  in  every  Frenchman's  countenance  at 
Paris,  mixed  with  furprife,  upon  hearing  that  their  fleet 
was  failed,  and  that  there  was  no  Britifti  force  at  lea  to 
oppofe  them.  Not  a  word  was  put  into  the  gazette  of 
France  of  d'Orvilliers*  failing.  It  is  aflerted,  that  Sartine 
being  aflced,  why  he  did  not  let  a  thing  fo  public,  and 
J[b  interefliing,  go  into  the  gazette,  his  anfwer  was— - 
**  The  Englifh  miniftry  will  not  know  it  ib  foon  any 
other  way."  Darby  however,  narrowly  efcaped,  to  the 
great  difappointment  of  the  keenefl:  expedtations  of  the 
French,  who  really  looked  upon  his  divifion  as  a  fure 
prey.  Foreigners  are  aftoniflied  at  the  prefent  manage- 
ment of  the  .Britifh  marine.  They  look  back  to  former: 
wars,  when  it  was  deemed  a  moft  confequential  fervicf„ 
and  the  moft  concife  mode  of  crippling  the  nparine  of 
France,  and  rendering  their  projefts  abortive,,  to  block 
up  the  harbours  of  Breft  and  Toulon.  When  d'OryiUiers. 
had  failed,  a  profound  fecrecy  rqigned  at  the  court  <^ 
France  as  to  his  deftination:  but  hy  tlie  6th  of  July^ 

certain 
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€di-taifi  advices  were  received  of  his  having  joined  the  1779^ 
Spanilh  fleet,  upon  the  24th  of  June.  Before  the  junc- 
tion, though  not  its  apparent. certainty,  a  manifefto  was  June 
prefented  by  the  marquis  d'Almodovar,  the  Spanifh  am-  '^* 
bafTador,  acconripanied  with  the  notice  of  his  immediate 
departure.  The  manifeflo  eftablifhed  this  faft,  that 
Spain  had  taken  a  decided  part  with  France  and  Ame- 
rica againfl  Great  Britain,  It  coft  the  court  of  Verfaillea 
great  pains  to  goad  the  catholic  king's  minifters  to  a 
decided  refolution  in  the  councils  of  Madrid  s  and  after 
all,  it  has  been  faid  by  a  refpeftable  authority^  "  That 
there  had  been  no  declaration  from  Spain,  if  theEnglifh 
fleet  had  been  at  fea,"  in  force  and  in  feafon  to  have 
prevented  the  junftion,  which  was  regarded  as  that  on 
which  the  very  falvation  of  France  depended.  The 
fpirits  of  the  French  were  as  drooping  as  can  be  well 
conceived,  till  they  had  heard  of  that  event,  and  of  the 
arrival  of  the  two  reinforcements  forwarded  to  count 
d'Eftaing  *. 

When  the  Spanilh  ambaflador  once  knew  that  d'Or-  • 
vllliers  failed  on  the  4th  of  June,  and  that  the  Britifti 
grand  fleet  remained  at  Spithead  on  the  14th,  he  muft 
afllire  himfelf>  that  the  junction  of  the  French  and 
Spanifli  ones  would  take  place,  and  could  not  be  pre- 
vented by  the  other  9  and  that  therefore  he  might  pro-^ 
ceed  without  any  demur  to  deliver  the  manifefto.  This 
event  will,  mofl:  probably,  be  more  favorable  in  the 
ifllie  to  the  American  ftates,  than  fuccefs  in  the  Spanilh 
mediation  on  the  terms  his  catholic  majefty  propoledj^ 
which  were— That  the  two  crowns  of  Grfeat  Britain  and 
France  Ihould  difarm  and  agree  to  a  univerfal  fufpenfion 

*  Political  Memoirs, 
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»779-  of  hoftilitics  j — That  the  plenipotenriaries  of  both  (hould 
meet  at  an  appointed  place  to  fettle  their  relpeftive  dif- 
ferences ; — That  a  like  fofpenfion  fhoiild  be  granted  by 
Great  Britain  to  the  An^erican  colonies  [as  they  were 
ftiled]  which  Ihould  not  be  broken,  without  giving  to 
his  catholic  majefly  an  anticipated  notice  of  one  year, 
that  he  might  communicate  it  to  the  faid  American  pro- 
vinces J  and  that  there  fhould  be  a  reciprocal  difarming 
and  a  regulation  of  the  limits  not  to  be  pafled  by  either, 
as  to  the  places  they  might  relpeftively  occupy  at  the 
time  of  ratifying  this  adjuftment  y — That  there  fhould 
come  to  Madrid  one  or  more  commiffioners  of  the  co- 
lonies and  of  his  Britannic  majefty,  to  agree  in  fettling  the 
preceding  particulars  and  odiers  relative  to  the  firmnefs 
of  the  faid  fufpenfion,  and  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
colonies  Ihould  be  treated  as  independent  in  afting^ 
The  contents  of  the  manifefto  were  laid  before  both 
houfes  of  parliament  the  day  after  its  being  prefented, 
and  were  accompanied  with  a  mefTage  from  die  king. 
They  both  concurred  unanimoufly  in  refolving  to  fup- 
port  with  fpirit  and  vigor  the  war  againft  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon.  An  anlwer  was  tranfmitted  by  his  majefly's 
fecretary,  lord  Weymouth,  to  the  marquis  d'Almodovar, 

J  J.  dated  July  13th,  ten  days  after  the  rifing  of  parliament. 
This  anfwer  was  received  when  a  flate-paper  was  nearly 
printed  off  at  Madrid,  and  which  related  the  motives 
that -induced  the  Spanilh  monarch  to  withdraw  his  am- 
baflador,  and  aft  hoftilely  againft  Great  Britain.  This 
paper  afltrts,  that  the  Britifh  miniftry,  while  they  rc- 
jefted  the  propofals  made  by  Spain,  were  infinuating 
themfelves  at  the  court  of  France  by  means  of  fecret  emif- 
"  faries,  and  making  great  offers  to  her  to  abandon  the 
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Colonies,  and  to  make  a  peace  with  Britain;  and  at  the  t^f]^•^ 
fame  time  were  treating,  by  means  of  another  emiflary^ 
with  Dr.  Franklin,  to  whom  they  made  various  pro^ 
pofals  to  difunite  them  from  France^  and  to  accommo- 
date matters  with  Britain,  not  only  holding  out  condi- 
tions fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  had  rejefted,  when 
coming  through  his  catholic  majefty,  but  ir^cluding  ofFefs 
much  more  favorable  to  the  Americans. 

Count  d'OrvilHers  having  received  inftrpftion,  fleered 
with  the  combined  fleets,  amounting  to  66  fhips  of  the 
line,  for  Plymouth.  The  coafts  of  Nornriandy  and  Brit- 
tany, being  at  the  fame  time  crowded  with  troops,  and 
the  ports  in  the  bay  and  channel  with  (hipping,  exhi- 
bited the  appearance  of  an  intended  invafion  of  England 
or  Ireland,  D'Orvilliers  paflfed  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  who 
was  cruifmg  in  the  bay  with  •  near  40  fhips  of  the  line, 
(having  failed  ^from  Spithead  the  day  on  which  the 
Spanifh  manifeflo  was  prefented)  without  their  having' 
the  leaft  knowledge  of  each  other.  He  appeared  ofF^^^^ 
Plymouth  in  the  evening,  and  the  grea-refl  part  of  the  16. 
two  following  days^  but  "Without  making  any  attempt, 
which  had  i^  taken  place  immediately,  mufl  have  fuc- 
ceeded,  as  the  town  was  altogether  in  a  d^fehcelefs  flate, 
with  "  neither  men,  capable  df  ftailding  to  the  guns,  nor 
rammers,  fponges, .  or  other  implements  for  loading 
them  *."  The  inhabitants  and  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try were  in  the  greateft  Cortfufiion  and  in  the  utmoft 
alarm.  But  on  Wednefday  the  i8th,  it  providentially 
began  to  blow  almofl  a  ftorm  at  eaft,  which  continued 
till  the  2idy  and  forced  the  fleet  below  Plymouth  5  and 

*  Mr.  H — ^b— t's  declaration.    Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1780, 
f).  X09. 
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1779.  the  wind  remaining  ftrong  in  the  fame  point  for  fon^ 
days,  prevented  its  return  no  lefs  than  Sir  Charles 
Hardy's  coming  into  the  channel  *.  The  Ardent  of 
64  guns,  on  her  way  from  Portfmouth  to  join  Sir  Charles, 
miftaking  the  combined  for  the  Britifh  fleet,  was  taken 
in  fight  of  Plymouth.  D'Orvilliers  ranged  about  the 
Lands  End,  the  Scilly  Iflands,  and  the  chops  of  the 
channel,  till  the  end  of  the  month,  without  feeking  to 
return  and  make  an  attack  upon  Plymouth.  He  might 
conclude,  that  it  would  be  now  too  late,  the  firlt  oppor- 
tunity having  been  loft  y  efpecially  as  a  very  great  fick- 
nefs  prevailed  among  the  failors  and  foldiers  on  board 
the  fleet.  Thus  by  a  coincidence  of  circumftances, 
Plymouth,  with  the  dock,  the  naval  magazines,  &c. 
were  happily  preferved,  notwithftanding  the  criminal 
negle6t  of  adminiftration  in  not  putting  the  place  into  a 
proper  ftate  of  defence.  It  is  a  faft,  that  there  was  de- 
livered to  one  of  the  miniftry,  on  the  28th  of  July,  a 
letter  from  France,  acquainting  him  with  the  deftination 
of  the  combined  fleet,  and  the  intention  of  attacking 
and  deftroying  Plymouth. 

31!^'*  The  wind  favoring.  Sir  Charles  Hardy  gained  the  en- 
trance of  the  channel  in  fight  of  the  combined  fleets, 
without  their  being  able  to  prevent  him.  The  enemy 
purfued  him  as  high  up  as  Plymouth,  but  did  not  ven- 
ture much  further.  The  ficknefs  increafing  on  board 
the  combined  fleet  to  a  moft  extreme  degree,  and  their 
Ihips  being  otherwife  much  out  of  condition,  and  the 
equinox  approaching,  count  d'Orvilliers  thought  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  abandon  the  Britifli  coafts,  and  repair  to  Brcfk 
early  in  September.  The  whole  country  round  about 
*  Gcntleaian's  Magazine  fcr  1779,  p.  421 — 42.J.    ^   ■ 
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became  an  hofpital  through  the  many  thoufan3s  of  fick  ^779- 
that  were  landed.  It  was  a  mod  happy  circumftance 
for  the  Britifh  merchants,  that  a  large  Jamaica  fleet 
cfcaped  and  got  into  the  channel  about  ten  days  before 
he  firft  entered  it ;  and  that  eight  homeward  bound  Eaft 
Indiamen  had  timely  notice  of  their  danger,  fo  as  to  ' 
have  the  opportunity  of  putting  into  Ireland. 

In  the  beginning  of  September,  adm.  Harrington  ar- 
rived with  difpatches,  giving  an  account  of  the  taking  ' 
of  the  ifles  of  St,  Vincent  and  Grenada,    and  of  an 
a£tion  between  adm.  Byron  and  count  d'Eftaing.     The  t  , 
count  failed  for  Grenada,  and  arrived  off  the  ifland  with     2* 
a  fleet  of  five«  or  fix  ahd  twenty  Ihips  of  the  line,  about 
12  frigates,  and  near  io,ooo  land  forces,  including  ma- 
rines.    The  defence  of  the  place  lay  in  about  150  fol- 
diers  and  350  militia,  200  volunteers,  with  fome  fea- 
men;  and  its  ftrength  confifled  in  a  fortified  and  in- 
trenched  hill,  which  commanded  the  fort,  harbour,  and  ■ 
capital  town  of  St.  George.     The  French  landed  be- 
tween 2  and  3000  regulars,  under  count  Dillon,  the 
fame  evening ;  and  the  next  day  invefl:ed  the  hill,  and 
made  the  neceflary  preparations  for  carrying  it  by  ftorm  ' 
the  following  night,    as  they  would  lofe  no  time,   left* 
adm.  Byron's  fleet  might  arrive.     The  defence  was  ob- 
ftinate,  confidering  the  force  on  each  fide.     Although 
d'Eftaing  headed  a  column  of  the  aflailants  in  perfon, 
they  were  repulfed  in  the  firft  onfet ;  but  their  fuperior 
numbers  at  length  prevailed,  and  the  lines  were  carried  * 
after  a  conflift  of  about  an  hour  and  a  Half  j  the  lofs  of 
the  French  however  in  killed  and  wounded  was  confider- 
able.     The  cannon  taken  on -the  top*of  the  hill,  being 
turned  at  break  of  day  againft  the  fort,  the  governor, 
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»779-brd  Macartney,  was  under  the  neceflity  of  propofing  a 
capitulation,  D'Eftaing  granted  him  but  an  hour  for 
framing  the  articles,  which  when  prefented,  were  rejedled 
in  the  grofs.  The  count  propofed  others  lb  extraordi- 
nary, that  his  lordfhip  and  the  principal  inhabitants 
thought  it  better  to  truft  to  the  law  and  cuftom  of  nations, 
and  to  the  juftice  of  one  court,  and  the  interpofition  of 
the  other,  by  furrendering  at  difcretion,  than  to  bind 
thcmfelves  to  fuch  unexampled  conditions.  His  lord- 
fhip, in  expeftation  that  the  fordfied  hill  w>as  next  to 
impregnable,  had  carried  thither  his  plate,  jewels^  and 
moft  valuable  effeds,  and  his  principal  officers  had  ^- 
lowed  his  example  *.  The  count  is  charged  wjth  hsLV^ 
ing  exercifed  great  feverity  and  oppreffionj  and  it  i$ 
faid,  that  his  foldiers  were  indulged  in  fuch  unbridled 
licence,  that  the  condition  of  the  inhabitants  would  have 
been  deplorable  beyond  defcription,  but  for  the  hunia« 
nity  and  tendernefs  of  the  oiKcers  and  privates  of  DiUoa's 
Jrilh  regiment. 

Meanwhile,  adm,  Byron  had  returned  to  St^  L.ucic» 
from  convoying  the  Weft  India  fleet;  but  weakened 
through  die  fhips  he  had  fent  with  the  trade  to  Great 
Britain,  He  there  received  intelligence  of  the  loft  of 
St,  Vincent;  and  immediately  concluded  with  gciu 
Grant  to  proceed  with  the  land  and  naval  forces  for  it$ 
recovery.  On  their  paflage,  they  received,  infonxiatiotr 
that  d'Eftaing  had  attacked  Grenada,  without-  being-  ac- 
quainted with  de  la  Motte  Piquet's  having  joined  him. 
They  changed  their  intention,  and  fteered  for  the  relief 
pf  Grenada, 

^  Tlic  Paris  account  of  the  taking  of  Grenada. 
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The  Britifli  commanders  arrived  within  fight  of  the  J779» 
French  fleet  at  break  of  day.     Their  force  confifted  of    6. 
21  fhips  of  the  line  and  a  Angle  frigate.     They  were 
embarraflfed  by  the  fomewhat  greater  number  of  tranf- 
ports  which  conveyed  the  troops.     The  French  having 
received  previous  information  of  the  approach  of  the 
Briti(h  fleet,  were  then  moftly  getting  under  way,  and   ' 
thofe  ftiips  which  had  not  already  hoifl:ed  their  anchors^ 
flipt  their  cables^  and  kept  flretching  out  to  fea.     The 
objefts  of  the  hofl:iIc  commanders  were  totally  different. 
The  Britifh  admiral's  wanted  to  bring  the  enemy  to  clofe 
a6lion  in  hopes  of  conqueft  and  of  faving   Grenada. 
D'Eftaing  fought  for  no  further  advantage  than  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  new  acquifitioh,  which  to  him  was  a 
fufiicient  viftory.     His  fhips  being  cleaner,  and  confe- 
quently  failing  better  than  the  Britifh,  he  chofe  a  partial 
aftion,  rather  than  be  expofed  to  the  doubtful  iflue  of  a 
defperate  conflidt.     The  firft  fignal  made  by  Byron  was 
for  a  general  chace ;  and  the  lecond,  for  the  fhips  to 
engage  and  form  as  they  could  get  up.     By  eight  o'clock 
the  aftion  was  commenced  by  adm.  Barrington  in  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  with  the  capts.  Sawyer  and  Gardner 
in  the  Boyne  and  Sultan,  they  having  clofed  with  the 
van  of  the  enemy.     Being  obliged  to  endure  the  whole 
weight  of  fire  from  that  divifion,  for  a  confiderable  time 
before  they  could  be  fupported,  they  fuf?ered  accord- 
ingly ;  befide  the  damage  of  the  fhips  and  the  lofs  of 
waen,  the  admiral  was  himfelf  wounded.     The  French 
eluded  every  effort  made  by  the  Britifh  commanders  to 
bring  on  a  clofe  and  decifive  engagement.     When  the 
evolutions  on  both  fides,  and  the  eagernefs  on  one,  threw 
a  few  of  the  Britifh  fhips  into  a  fituation,  which  obliged 
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I -79.  them  to  c/idure  a  confiift  with  a  much  greater  nombcr 
of  the  enemy,  a  clofe  engagement  enfiied.  Thus  the 
Grafton,  the  Cornwall,  and  the  Lion,  fuftsdned  the  whole 
fire  of  the  French  fleet.  The  Monmouth  attempting 
fingly  to  arreft  the  progreis  of  the  enemy's  van,  hewing 
thereby  to  bring  on  a  general  a&on,  but  failing,  was 
reduced  almoft  to  a  wreck.  The  Sufiblk,  adm.  Rowky, 
v/ith  the  Fame,  fuffered  alfo  confiderably  in  finular 
fituations. 

The  action  ccafed  about  twelve  o'clock;  but  although 
^ncwed  at  two,  and  at  other  times,  in  a  degree,  during 
the  evening,  yet  nothing  ejQTcntial  was  efie£ted.  During 
the  heat  of  it,  fome  Britifli  fhips  pufliing  their  way  to 
the  very  entrance  of  the  harbour  of  St.  George's,  be- 
held French  colours  on  the  fort,  and  were  fired  at  by 
the  batteries,  The  objeft  of  the  Britifli  commanders 
^yas  therefore  totally  changed.  The  relief  of  the  ifland 
was  at  an  end,  The  proteftion  of  the  tranlports,  along 
with  th^t  of  the  difabled  fli^ps,  was  now  the  main  point 
to  be  confidered.  Three  of  the  difabled  /hips  were  a 
great  way  afl:ern :  the  Lion  was  obliged  to  bear  away 
fingly,  in  the  beft  manner  flie  could,  before  the  wind. 
That  and  the  other  tv/o  might  feemingly  have  been  cut 
oflT  by  the  French ;  but  d'Efl:aing  would  not  rifle  the 
bringing  on  of  a  decifive  aftion  by  attempting  -their 
capture,  In  the  evening,  the  Monmouth  and  the 
tranfports  were  ordered  to  make  the  befl:  of  theh*  way 
to  Antigua  or  St,  Kitts.  Byron  drew  up  his  line^  re- 
duced now  to  1 9  fliips,  about  three  miles  difl:ant  from 
d*Eftaing,  and  expefted  to  be  attacked  in  the  morn- 
jng  j  but  during  the  night,  the  count  returned  to  Gre- 
p^da.     The  lofg  of  nien  in  the  Britifli  fleet,  was  moderate  1. 
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the  Other  circurnftances  of  the  aftibn  however,  were  ex- 1779* 
ceeding  grievous ;  for  the  great  damage  fuftained  by 
the  fhips,  in  their  mafts  and  rigging,  which  could  not 
be  eafily  remedied  in'  that  quarter,  afforded  an  aftonifti- 
ing  fuperiority  of  force  to  the  French,^  which  while  k 
continues,  will  render  it  impoffible  for  the  Britifli  longer 
to  difpute  the  empire  of  the  fea  with  them  in  the  Weft 
Indies.     All  accounts  rconcur  in  defcribing  the  French 
lofs  of  men  in  the  aftion  as  prodigious.     The  pubhflied  * 
number  of  officers  killefl  and'  wounded,  both  in   the'  * 
naval  and  land  departments,  is  confiderable*     The  other- 
mufl  be  in.  a  great  degree  cbnje6turaL  .    :     *  '     /: 

The  latter  endof  July,  there  failed  from  Port  rOrient: 
the  Bon  Homme  Rifchard,  of  40  guns  and  375  men,- 
commanded  bj^  capit.  Paul  Jones,  the  Attiance  of  3^' 
guns,  the  Pallas  a  French  frigate  c5f  32,  the  Vengeance^* 
an  armed  brig  of  12,   together  with  a  cutter:  Jones ' 
afted  as  commodore  to  the  fquadron.  .  He  fteered  foar^  < 
the  Weftern  coaft  of  Ireland,  andrappeared  off  Kerrjr»> 
From  thence  he  ranged  round  the  north  of  Scotland,* 
till  he  came  off  Forth  Frith  on  September  the  19th  5; 
when  he  direfted  his  courfe  to   Flamborough  Head,  g^      ' 
Being  off  the  Head,  he  fell  in  with  the  fleet  from  the  23. 
Baltic,  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Serapis^  capt;  Pear^' 
fon,   and  the  Countefs  of  Scarborough,    capt.  Piercy.*-; 
Before  noon,  capt.  Pearfon  received  =  intelligence  from 
the  bailiffs  of  Scarborough,  of  the  fquadron  under  Jones 
being  on  the  coafl.  '  Between  twelve  and  one  the  head- ' 
,moft  of  the  fleet  got  fight  of  it,^  when  the  Serapis  made 
all  the  fail  fhe  could  to  get  between  the  enemy  and  the* 
convoy,    which  fhe  fqon  effedtecj.     Capt.  Pearfon,  bjr. 
fgur  o'clock,  plainly  difccrning^from  the  4cck,  that  the*  ^ 
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'779'  fqiMulron  confiftcd  of  three  large  flups,  and  a  brig,  (thd 
cutter  was  ftot  now  with  them)  made  the  Countcfs  of 
Scarborough's  fignal  to  join  him,  which  Was  done  about 
half  paft  five.  A>  little  after  fevien,  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  brought  to  within  mufkct  (hot  of  the  Serapis, 
when  the  fight  began,  and  was  tiiaintained  with  equal 
fttry  6n  both  fide8>  each  vdSA  ufmg  all  poifibk  nnieans 
to  gain  an  adrantageoua  fituation  to  rake  the  other. 
Cjqjt.  Pearfon  had  infinitely  the  fuperiority  over  th6  Bon 
Homme  Richard  in  working  the  Serapis,  and  obtained 
adviants^s  in  ^te  of  every  effort  of  Jones's  to  prevent 
it.  Jones,  to  render  fach  fuperiority  ufekfe,  aii«ed  at 
laying  his  feip  athwart  the  hawfe  of  the  Other.  Though 
he  did  not  fucceed  to  has  wifh,  yet  as  the  bow-ffMrit  of 
the  Serapis  ran  between  bis  poop  and  mizen  maft,  he 
feized  the  opportunity  of  lafiiii^  the  vefiels  together5 
when  the  wind  driving  the  head  of  the  Serapis  againft 
the  bow  of  the  Bon  Homncie  Richard,  they  became  fe 
clofe  &rt  and  a&y  that  the  nouzdlies  of  their  guns  touched 
each  other's  fides*  In  this  pofition  they,  engaged  from 
ha^  paft  eight  tHl  half  pafl  ten.  But  before  it  com^ 
mcnccd,  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  had  received  many 
tStt).  (hot  b^tw^en^  wind  and  water,  and  was  become 
very  kaky.  Her  tier  of  1 2  pounders  was  entirely  filerieed 
and  abandoned*  Her  fix  18  pounders,  which  were  oldj 
were  of  no  fervice,  and  were  fired  but  eight  times  in  all. 
During  the  fiicCeeding  a(^ion,  Jones  made  uie  only  of 
three  nine  pounderS,.  whofe  fire  was  feconded  by  that  of 
}^  men  in  the  round  tops.  At  the  fame  time  others 
threw  fuch  a  quantity  and  variety  of  combuftible  matters 
into  the  decks,  chains,  and  every  part  of  the  ^§en^s, 
'    diat  fhe  was  00  fire  not  l^s  th^  lo  or  1 2  times  in  dif-* 
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fo-cnt  parts,  and  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  tRat  t779* 
the  fame  could  be  extinguifhed^  At  half  paft  nine,  by 
fome  accident  the  Serapis  had  a  cartridge  of  powder  let 
on  fire,  the  flanies  of  which  communicating  from  one 
to  another  all  the  way  aft,  blew  up  all  the  people  and 
officers  abaft  the  main  maft,  and  rendered  aU  thofe  guns 
ufelels  for  the  Remainder  of  the  aftipn.  When  bod^ 
Ihips  were  on  fire  together,  as  it  happened  at  times,  the 
fpeftacle  was  dreadful  beyond  expreffion.  The  Alliance 
repeatedly  failed  round  both  while  engaged,  raking  the 
Serapis  fore  and  aft^  and  thereby  killing  or  wounding. 
many  of  her  men  on  the  quarter  and  main  decks  *• 
After  ten  Ihe  came  up  afrefh,  and  renewed  the  fec^ 
but  through  the  dapknefs  of  the  night,  and  both  fki^ 
being  fo  clofe  along  fide  each  other,  it  was  not  poured 
into  the  Serapis  alone,  but  alfo  into  the  Bon  Homint- 
Richard,  eleven  of  whofe  men  were  killed,  befide  an 
officer  mortally  wounded,  by  one  of  her  broadfides. 
Capt.  Pearfon  however,  perceiving  that  it  was  imprafti- 
cable  to  ftand  out  any  longer  with  the  leaft  prolpeft  of 
fuccefs,  ftruck  after  having  (by  his  condu6t  and^  perlc- 
veriiig  bravery)  fecured  to  hi*^  convoy  the  opportunity 
of  faving  themfelves.  The  Serapis  was  a  much  fupe- 
rior  fhip  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  being  built  on- 
an  excellent  models  and  carrying  44  guns  in  two  tiers, 
the  lower  18  pounders.     The  number  of  men  kill«i 

*  The  account  printed  in  the  Courier  de  TEurope  of  November  5, 
1779,  figned  Paul  Jones,  ftates  the  matter  fo  as  to  imply  a  denial  of 
what  is  alTerted  in  the  Gazette  account^  iigned  R.  Pearfon ;  but  &6m 
the  known  Vanity  of  Jones,  and  thfe  utter  improbability  of  the  Alli- 
ance's remaining  totally  ina^ve  for  fo  long,  a  time,  it  is  highly  xca- 
/pnable  to  conclude,  that  the  firft  account  U^rroneous.. 

and 
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i^'j^.and  wounded  on  each  fide  was  neceiflarily  great.  Both 
ihips  fufltred  much :  but  the  Bon  Honmme  Richard  \yas 
reduced  to  a  wreck :  fhe  had  near  feven  feet  water  in 
her  hold,  which  kept  increafing.  The  wounded  were 
removed,  and  only  the  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Pallas, 
with  fome  men  left  on  board  to  keep  the  pumps  going, 
while  the  boats  were  difpofed  within  call  to  take  them 
in  when  occafion  required.  On  the  25th,  the  water  rofe 
to  her  lower  deck  and  Ihe  Went  down ;  but  n9  body  was 
loft  with  her*.  It  ftill  remains  to  be  mentioned,  that 
the  Countefs  of  Scarborough  engaged  the  Pallas  for  near 
two  hours,  when  capt.  Piercy  was  obliged  to  ftrike. 
Commodore  Jones,  with  the  remains  of  his  flying 
fquaSron  and  prizes,  made  for  Holland,  and  on  the  34 
of  Oftober  anchored  off  the  Texel.  The  commodore 
eftimates  the  prizes  taken  and  ranfomed  by  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  during  her  cruize,  at  more  than 
40,0001. 

Sir  Jofeph  Yorke  foon  applied  to  their  high  mighti- 

^^    nefles  for  the  delivering  up  of  the  Serapis  and  Osuntefs 

29.  of  Scarborough.     On  the  29th  of  Oftober,  heprefented 

a  memorial  to  them,  in  which  by  his  majefty's  order, 

he  renews,  "  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  preffing  man* 

ner,  his  requeft  that  thofe  fliips  and  their  crews  may 

be  ftopped  and  delivered  up,   which  the  pirate  Paul 

J    Jfones,  of  Scotland,  who  is  a  rebel  fubjeft,  and  a  cri- 

:    minal  of  the  ftate,  has  taken."     Jones  is  ftiled  a  pirate 

!    upon  the  fuppofition  that  his  letters  of  marque  or  com-^. 

•    ipillion  are  illegal  for  want  of  being  granted  by  a  fove- 

reign  power,  which  the  Britifh  do  not  albw  the  con^ 

grefs  to  be.     Bujt  it  may  be  at  length  difcovered,  that 

♦  Captain  Jones's  acconntt 

Jones  *4S 
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Jones's  letters  are  legal  upon  their  own  principles,  and? 779* 
have  been  granted  by  the  French, '  whatever  other  letters 
he  may  poflefs.  The  whole  of  Jones's  expedition  was 
probably  concerted  at  Verfailles,  with  the  defign  of 
catching  the  eaftern  fleet  laden  with  naval  ftores,  while 
the  continental  frigate  the  Alliance  was  borrowed  for  a 
cover,  and  the  command  of  the  whole  given  to  Jones 
on  account  of  his  acquaintance  with  the  Irifh  and  Bri- 
tifh  coafts.  The  memorial  contains  "a  threatening  infi- 
nuation  of  ferious  confequences  in  cafe  of  non-compli-r 
ance.  The  airifwer  which  their  high  mightinefles  have 
given  is  in  briefs — "  That  they  will,  in  no  refpcdt.  what- 
ever, pretend  to  judge  of  the  legality  or  illegality  of  the 
aftions  of  thofe  who  have,  on  the  open  fea,  taken  any 
veflels  which  do  not  belong  to  this  country,  and  bring 
them  into  any  of  the  ports  of  this  republic  :  that  they 
only  open  their  ports  to  them  to-  give  them  fhelter  fronj 
ftorms  or  other  difafters,  and  obHge  them  to  put  to  fea 
again  with  their  prizes,  without  unloading  or  difpofing 
.of  their  cargoes,  but  letting  them  remain  exadtly  as  when 
they  arrived  :  and  that  they  are  not  authorifed  to  pals 
judgment  either  on  thefe  prizes,  or  the  perfon  of  Paul 
Jones."  What  would  be  the  fate  of  Jones  could  the 
Britifli  once  make  him  their  prifoner,  is  hard  to  deter- 
mine J  confidering  that  capt.  Cunningham  was  brought 
in  irons  from  New  York  to  Falmouth  and  fent  ironed  to 
Pendennis  caftle ;  from  which,  however,  he  was  removed 
in  a  few  weeks  to  Mill  prifon,  Plymouth ;  and  being 
a  native  American,  he  is  now  rated  as  an  exchangeable 
prifoner. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  muft  -not  be  paflcd  over 
without  notice;  .  '  :  * 

The 
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t'j'jg.     The  long  continued  embargo  on  provifions,  the  only 
ftaple  export  of  that  kingdom,  has  been  viewed  as  par- 
ticularly irlfulting,  and  moft  highly  refented  by  the  peo- 
ple s  on  their  reflefting,  that  a  fet  of  contraftors  reaped 
the  greateft  benefit  from  it,   while  the  intereft  of  the 
country  was  facrificed,  and  the  whole  nation  diftrefled, 
Taxejs  became  more  nunlerous,  and  the  national  debt 
accumulated  every  feffion  of  parliament.     Advantage 
was  taken  of  thefe  circumftances,  and  the  peculiar  fitu- 
ation  of  Great  Britain,  by  the  moft  fagacipus  among 
the  Irifh,  for  the  obtaining  of  thofe  privileges  which 
might  otherwife  never  be  fecured.     The  doftrines  of 
taxation  without  reprefentation,   and  of  unconditional 
fobmiflion,   which  miniftry  applied  to  America,   were 
urged  as  matter  of  apprehenfion  to  Ireland ;  and  it  was 
openly  laid,  that  the  chains  forged  for  the  former,  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs,   would  afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters 
which  would  foon  be  fitted  for  the  latter.     The  fmothered 
flame  at  length  broke  out  with  violence,  on  finding  that 
parliament  would  afford  them  no  effeftual  relief.     Aflb- 
ciations  againft  the  purchafe  and  ufe  of  Britilh  mami- 
fe6hires,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  their  own,  be- 
came univerfal.     But  befide  thefe,  there  were  aflbcia- 
tions  of  a  more  efFeftive  and  terrifying  nature;    Being 
alarmed  with  the  danger  of  a  French  invafion,  it  wa^ 
urged,  that  the  defence  of  the  kingdom  niuft  be  placed 
in  thofe  who  iiad  the  beft  intereft  in  it.     Military  aifo- 
ciations  were  therefore  propofed  and  univerfaHyadopteA 
The  afTociators  declared,  that  they  were  intended  for 
the  double  purpofe  of  defending  their  lafety  againft  fb^ 
reign  enemies,  and  their  rights  againft  domeftid  iilufpa- 
.tion.    In  every  part  of  the  kingdom  were  fccn  inibflt!f 
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to  arife>  as  if  by  magic,  vaft  bodies  of  citizens,  'ferving  ^79. 
at  their  own  charges,  choofing  their  own  officers,  trained  j 
to  great  expertncfs,  and  obeying  with  remarkable  regu-  I 
larity.  No  gentleman,  no  nobleman  could  (how  his  face  ^ 
in  the  country,  who  did  not  fall  in  with  the  prevailing 
difpofitioh.  Men  of  confiderable  fortunes  ferved  in  the 
ranks.  All  this  bufinefs  was  accompliflied  without  any 
fort  of  confufion  or  diforder  j  while  the  peace  of  the 
country^  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  were  never  more 
prevalent.  The  number  of  trained  volunteers  is  fup^ 
pofed  to  be  about  50,000 :  they  are  admirably  appointed. 
Government  faw  thefe  proceedings  with  aftohifhmenti 
They  wilhed  to  regulate  this  new  and  unexpefted  fbrce^ 
and  to  bring  it  to  aft  under  the  authority  of  the  crown'; 
but  after  a  few  feeble  attempts,  it  was*  thought  beft  to 
concur  in  a  meafure  that  could  not  be  prevented.  The 
Irifh  patriots  having  thus  provided  for  the  defence  of  the 
kingdom  againft  foreign  enemies,  began  to  look  toward 
their  own  rights;  and  in  general  difclaimed  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Britilh  parliament '  over  them,  and  con-- 
demncd  its  interference  in  their  affairs.  On  the  12th  of 
Oclober,  the  Irifli  parliament  met.  Upon  a  motion  for 
the  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  the  fpeech  of  the  lord  lieute^  ! 
nant,  an  amendment  was  moved  and  carried  in  the  houfe 
of  commons,  which  occafioned  the  infertion  of  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  their  addrefs  to  the  throne — ^^  We  beg 
leave  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  majefty,  that  it  is  not 
by  temporary  expedients,  but  by  a  free  trade  alone, 
that  this  nation  is  now  to  be  faved  from  impending  ruin." 
The  addrefs  from  the  lords  contained  fimilar  expreffians. 
Thus  it  appears,  that  a  free  and  unlimited  commferce 
with  the  whole  world  is  the^w  qua  //wf, "witfa  the  patriots 

of 
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»779*  of  Ireland,  from  which  they  mean  not  to  depart-     The 
prevailing  unanimity  in  political  fentiments  among  the 
Iri(h,  has  been  greatly  forwarded  by  their  parliament's 
having  before  followed  the  humane  example  of  the  Bri- 
ti(h  legiflature  in  relaxing  the  penal  reftriftions  of  the 
laws  againft  the  Englifh  Roman  catholics.     The  ad- 
dreflcs  were  carried  up  to  the  lord  lieutenant,  with  great 
parade,   amid  the  acclamations  of  the  people.     TJhe 
duke  of  Leinfter,  who  commanded  the  Dublin  volun- 
teers, efcorted  the  fpeaker  in  perfon  upon  the  occafion, 
while  the  ftreets  were  lined  on  both  fides  from  the  par- 
liament houfe  to  the  caftle,  by  that  corps  drawn  up  in 
their,  arms  and  uniforms.     That,  nobleman  had  before 
moved  for  the  thanks  of  the  lords  to  the  volunteer  com- 
panies through  the  kingdom^   which  was  carried  with 
.only  one  diffenting  voice. 

The  prefent  letter  clofes  with  mentioning,  that  the 
Spaniards  have,  for  fome  months  back,  invefted  Gibral- 
tar both  by  land  and  fea ;  but  the  garrifon  feems  to  be 
under  no  apprehenfions* 


i*>^Uk^^ 
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T3EFORE  we  enter  upon  a  relation  of  the  expedi-* 
^^  tions  againft  Penobfcot  and  the  Mohawks,  l^t  mo 
mention,  that  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  gen*  Walh- 

ingtQo^ 
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h^gton,  to  fecure  himfelf  the  more  efFedlually  from  an  ^779« 
attack  by  the  enemyj  while  weakened  through  the  ab-. 
fence  of  the  detachment  under  gen.  Sullivan,  gave  to  a     , 
double  fpy^  in  order  to  be  communicated,  the  following 
exaggerated   account  of  his  ftrength-^^"  Fit  for  duty 
17,010,   exclufive  of  tht  troops  under  Sullivan^  gen* 
Gates  to  the  eaftwardj  and  col.  Hazens— ^the  total  num- 
ber much  greater-i-befide  thefe^  the  new  levies,  200a 
from  Maflaehufetts— thofe  from  Gon^edicut  and  other 
ftates  coming  in  daily^*— a  plan  fixed,  by  which  the  whole 
ftrength  dan  be  drawn  together  in  a  few  hours  upon  any . 
great  emerg<&ncy;" 

Colonel  Francis  M^Lfeati  was  fent  from  Halifax  to 
eftablifh  a'  poft  at  Penobfcot,  in  the  eafternmoft  part  of 
the  Maflaehufetts  ftate.     His' arrival  gave  an  alarm  to  Jund 
the  government  at  Bofton,  and  vigorous  meafures  were   ^^* 
agreed  upon  for  preventing  its  eftabliftiment.     The  ftate 
v/as  to  have  the  whole  honor  of  the  expefted  fuccefs ; 
and  therefore  Gatesi  who  was  at  Providence,  was  neither- 
confulted  nor  applied  to  for  continental  troops^     Gen. 
Lovel  was  to  command  the  militia,  with  a  fmall  number 
of  ftate  regulars,  deftined  for  the  fervice  -,  while  capt. 
Saltonftall,    who  commanded  the  Warren   continental 
frigate,  afled  as  commodore  to  the  whole  fleet,  confift- 
ing  of  near  20  fail,  inclliding  armed  ftate  veffels  and 
privateers,  befide  24  tranfports*     An  embargo  for  46 
days  was  laid  by  the  general  cotirt  on  all  fhipping,  that 
a  full  fupply  of  feamen  might  be  the  nriore  eafily  pro- 
cured.    When  the  armament  was  ready  forfaihng,  it 
lay  wind  bound  in  Nantalket  road  for  fome  days.     By  t  « 
the  25  th  of  July,  it  appeared  off  Penobfcot     Colonel  ^S^. 
McLean  had  gained  information  of  its  failing  from  Bofton 
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^779*  four  days  before.  His  intended  fort  was  incapable  o^ 
affording  any  good  defence.  Two  of  the  baftions  were 
untouched  i  the  remaining  two  with  the  curtains,  were" 
in  no  part  above  4  or  5  feet  high  and  1 2  thick ;  the 
ditch  in  moft  parts  not  more  than  j  feet  dee^:  therer 
was  no  platform  kid^  nor  any  aynllery  mounted.     Whert 

^^^  the  troops  had  landed,  infte^d  of  beirtg  put  upon  vigo^ 
rous  fervice,  the  general  contented  hinnrfelf  with  Itim- 
mohing  the  colonel  to  forrender,  which  being  rcfufed, 
they  were  employed  two  days  in  ere6Hng  a  battery-  at 
about  750  yards  diftant  from  the  fort,  The  colonei.im-' 
proved  this  opportunity,  and  what  followed  during  an^ 
inefFe£h]al  cannonading,  fbr  finifiiing  and  ftrengthening 
his  works,  till  he  was  out  of  all  apprehenfion  frt)m  being 
ftormed;  which  he  was  informed  by  adefertcfy  on -the 

Aug.  I'ath  of  Auguft,  was  to  be  in.  a  day  or  twor    Colonel 

*^  McLean,  with  his  garrrfon,  to  their  aftoniihmenty  dif- 
covered  that  the  Americans  had  totally  al»fid6ned  their 
camp  and  works  in  the  night,  and  had  reinr^barked^r 
The  caufe  of  this  myfterious  event  was. fck)n. evident. by 
the  appearance  of  Sir  George  Collier  in.  the  Raifbnable, 
attended  with  five  frigates.  While  Sir.  George  lay  at 
Sandy  Hook,  he  gained  infomiation,.  on  or  before  the 
28th  of  July,  from  a  Bofton  paper,  as  it  is  confidently 
afferted,  of  the  expedition  againft  Penobicot.  He  failed 
for  the  relief  of  the  place  on  the  3d  lof  Auguft*  It  was. 
not  the  intention  of  the  Maffachufetts  government,  that 
gen.Lovel  fliould  fpend  much  time  agrnift  it^  on  the 
contrary,  the  fpeedy  redoflion  of  the  place  was  €»«• 
pefted.  The  bufmefs  being  lengthened  out,  apjdicatiott 
-was  made  to  gen.  Gates  for  a  cormnental  rfegimcnt ;:  but 
before  it  could  reach  half  way  ta  Pcnob&ol^  Sir  G* . 

CoEier 


t  oilier  entered  ind  pi'bcecded  up'  the  bay.    By  deven  <y^ 
o'clock  in  the  morningj  the  American  fleet  prefented- 
themfelves  to  his  vlew>  drawn  lip  feemiHgly  with  thft 
defignof  difputing  the  paflagej  their  ffefblution  howevei' 
loon  failed,  and  an  ignofniniotis  flight  tbok  place.     Sig 
George  deftroyed  and  tooki  including  two  which  wei'tf 
captured  on  his  paffagc,^  ig  arnicd  vdflels  j  befide  thcl. 
tranfportSi  and  fortie  provifion  vcflels;     The  expedition 
againft  the  fort  was  fo  wretchedly  condufted^  as  to' do' 
no  credit  either  to  the  general  or  (■onnmodor^.-    Th*^ 
army  and  faibrs  had  to  explore  a  gfeat  part  of  thekr 
way  back   by  la;rid,   through  thick,  woods  and  defert 
waftes; 

The  Oneidasj  and  a  few  others  of  the  fix  confeiieratcSci' 
Indian  nationsj  frequently  called  the  MohOT^ksi  were* 
friendly  to  the  AmerieaQS:  the  reft;  through  the  power 
of  prefents^  t^'ith  the  influence  of  Sir  John  Johnfon  anot 
fome  others^  who  had  intereft  annong  them^  departed 
from  the  netitrality  they  had  engaged  to  obfer\?^e,:  and 
dlllinguifhed  themfelves  in  that'  cruel-  arid  deftruftive 
war^  which  was  carried  on  againft-  the  back  fettlenlents^ 
rheir  conduft  gave  rife  to  that  plan  of  an  expedition 
into  their  colintryi  whiC3h  has  been  already  nrientioned*^ 
p.  235.  When  it  was  to  be  carried' into  execution,  there 
"vvere  to  be  only  two  dirifiansi  the  main  erne  under  geni 
Siillivanj  and  the  other  under  gen.  James  Clintonj.  which 
was  to  go  by  the  Mohali^k  river-     When-  Sullivan  wasi 
preparing  to  proceed,  he  prefeiited  to  eohgrefsamoft 
expenfive  attd  extmvagaiit  lift  of  esifumdrated-  artidest 
in  which  was  a  large  ntirtibcr  of  eggsi    He  made  his 
detachment  equal  to  7000  ratkms  pet  dajjk     Gongreft 
were  fo  difgufted  with  the  great  demand^:  and  fenae-crf' 
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11^79.  ihe  fpecified  articles,  that  for  fome  time  they  wo 
order  him  any.  The  quantity  of  rifle  powder  re 
Was  more  than  could,  on  any  calculation,  be  ne 
The  coirmander  in  chief  inculcated  it  upon  hii 
thefuccefs  and  efiicacy  of  the  expedinon,  depen' 
ft)lutcly  on  the  celerity  of  his  movements,  and 
be  defeated,  if  he  did  not  proceed  as  light  as  | 
The  quarter  mafter  general  fupplisd  him  wit 
horfes.  When  he  reached  Wyoming,  he  wrote 
the  falted  meat  on  hand,  there  is  not  a  fingle  p' 
J^]„  to  be  eaten."  The  tteXt  day,  the  return  of  the 
ai.  rank  and  file^  wa*  2312*  Here  he  waited  fevera 
for  more  men,  and  for  provifions  to  fupply  the 
what  had  been  fpoiled  through  the  villainy  or  ■ 
nefi  of  the  commiflaries.  When  gen.  Clintc 
came  by  the  Mohawk  river  without  meeting  w 
oppofition,  joined  him  on  the  21ft  of  Atiguft  wit 
j6oo  men  of  every  kind,  the  whole  army  with  i 
dants,  battoemen,  waggoners,  &c.  amounted  t 
Clinton's  divifion  would  'of  itfelf  have  been  i 
for  the  expedition,  as  the  Indians  againd  whi 
inarched  were  only  550,  accompanied  by  ab< 
tories,  making  no  more  than  800  in  all,  headec 
Johnfon,  major  Butler  and  Brandt.  They  wen 
worn  down  by  their  long  waiting  for  SulUvan's  : 
at  Newtown,  where  they  had  conftrufted  ftron 
works.  The  general  lived  well  as  he  marchedj 
taken  a  number  of  calks  of  tongues  with  hin: 
iive  cattle  to  fupply  him  with  frefli  provifion. 
■a  moft  extravagant  table,  and  entertained  all  ttu 
•upon  die  plea  of  fecuring  his  influence  amOn. 
while  he  was  making  extremely  free  in  their  j 
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with  die  charafters  of  the  congrefs  and  the  board  o€ni9\ 
war.     He  carried  fix  light  field  pieces  and  two  howitzers 
along  with  him;  and  would  have  the  morning  and  even- 
i^ig  gun  fired  conftantly.     At  length  he  arrived  at  New^  ^^^^ 
town ;  and  vaunted  in  the  morning  what  great  thingii "  t9* 
he  would  do  with  and  againft  the  India.ns.     He  began 
to  engage  them,  by  firing  his  field  pieces  at  their  breaft 
works  s  which  he  continued  while  he  detached  gen.  Poor 
to  the  right,  round  the  mountain  to  fall  upon  their  left 
flank.     Poor  had  to  march  a  mile  a^d  a  half  in  full 
view  of  the  Indians  and  their  affociates,  who  penetrated 
his  defign.     They  waited  however  for  his  approach;  but 
obferving   (that  when  his  firing  announced  his  being 
engaged)  other  movements  were  made  toward  them, 
they  quitted  their  works,  and  betook  themfelves  to  s^ 
fudden  and  precipitate  flight.     Tq  the  left  of  Sullivan 
there  was  a  river,  and  a  plain  on  the  right' .  fide  of  if, 
along  which  had  a  force  been.fent  early,  they  could  have 
marched  round  undifcovered,  and  have  fallen  in  nearly 
upon  the  centre  of  the  Indians,  by  the  time  Poor  came- 
upon  their  left  flank.     A  number  of  riflemen  defired  to 
thke  that  route,  but  were  not  permitted.     At  night  SuU^ 
livan  was  not  a  little  mortified  up6n  finding  how  com-r 
pktely  the  enemy  had  efcaped.     He  had  7  men  killed 
and  14  wounded  in  the  couife  of  the  day.     The.  army. 
marched  on  the  ^^'i ft' for  Catherine's  town,  lying  on  the, 
Seneca-lake.     They  had  to  traverfe  a  fwamp  feveral 
miles  long ;  to  pafs  through  dangerous  defiles,  with  flrecp- 
hills  on  each  fide ;  and  to  ford  a  river,  emptying,  itfelf 
into  the  lake,  confiderably  broad  in  niany  places,  widv 
a  ftrong  current,  and  up  to  the  middle  of  the^  men :/ 
its  courfe  was  fo  ferpentine,  that  they  had  to  pafs  through 
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ly^p^it  fevcn  or  eight  timfts.     Suffivaja  was  advifcd  not  $o 

enter  the  fwajonp  till  the  pcKt  ^ay*  ^^^  in  vain.     Qint<swa^, 

who  brought  up  die  rear,  was  fefficiently  fatigued  by 

the  time  be  rjeadied  the  entrance,  and  bein^  afl^red, 

.   th^t  it  would  kill  the  horfes  and  cattld  to  nrocecdi  ide- 

flfted  from  imrdiing  forward. 

Notwithftanding  SuUiyan  kcpt^  out /banking  parties  as 
he  advanced,  fucb  was  the  lEbeepnefs  ;of  the  hills,  the  Aor^ 
pwneis  and  diMculty  of  the  deiiies,  diat  twenty  or 
tthiity  Indians  rai^t  have  if:hrown  his  troQ{)s  into  the  Mr? 
inoft  x:oafuiiQ|).  The  iii^t  was  fo  exceeding  dark«  that 
the  m^a  cq\M  fee  Uit  a  little  way  before  thera.  They 
iQUcne  wearied  out,  fcattered  and  broken,  Iqifl  all  their 
^irks,  lay  down  here  and  there^,  and  wiihed  to  4ier 
Had  a  body  of  the  ^nemy  fallen  on  them  in  this  fitua* 
tion,  it  fni^  have  produced  the  vboSc  fatal  cphfeqp(nif:es. 
Now  was  the  generates  mind  racked  and  tortured.  It 
was  twelve  ^t  night  before  his  troops  reached  the  town^ 
The  Indian  fi:outs  had  watched  them  while  it  was  fi^»t; 
^t  had  no  thought  of  thgir  continuing  to  march  in  (q 
fi^k  a  ni^ht  ^  to  (b  }ate  an  hour.  Before  they  got 
%o  the  ftriflt  B^Qpfe  there  was  ^  moft  dangerous  defik,  fo 
formed  by  naturp  that  had  it  beep  pofleffed  by  die  five  and 
tss^enty  Indians,  who^er?  in  di^  town  rpafting  corn,  they 
plight  havp  (hotdpwn^  while  ammunition  lafted,  yphat 
Americans  fhey  pleafejd  wh?n  widiin  the  reach  of  their 
guns  and  the  fight  pf  their  eyes,  without  riiking  dieir 
own  pjsrfon?.  When  the  troops  had  fafcly  finjlhed  their 
marchi  Sullivan  decided,  he  would  not  have  fuch  ano- 
ther night  for  all  his  command,  The  men  were  obliged 
tip  halt  all  the  next  day  %o  recrqit  3  and  iu£fere4  more 
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in  the  preceding,  than  they  would  have  done  in  a  month's  ^119* 
regular  march. 

General  Sullivan  continued  in  the  Indian  country, 
Ipreading  defolation  and  deftru6tion  among  s  the  towns 
and  plantations  of  the  enemy,  without  fparing  the  or- 
chards of  appk  and  peach  trees,  which  had  been  raifed 
from  pips  and  ftones,  and  in  fome  places  properly  plant-' 
cd  by  the  advice  of  the  miffionary  who  had  lived  among 
them.     The  heat  of  the  climate,  and  richnefs  of  the 
foil,  will  raife  good  fruit  in  a  few  years  from  kernels 
fhat  are  produced  by  fuitable  trees.      Several  officers. 
thought  it  a  degradation  of  the  army  to  be  employed  in 
deftroying  apple  and  peach  trees,  when  the  very  Indians 
in  their  excurfions  fpared  them,  and  wifhed  the  general 
to  retraft  his  orders  for  it.     He  was  told  that  the  trees  ! 
would  in  a  little  time  be  worth  to  the  continent  ^t  ieaft  : 
many  thoufand  hard  dollars.   He  continued  releM^fi  and 
faid — ^'  The  Indians  fhall  fee,  that  there  is  malice  enot^K 
in  our  hearts  to  deftroyeverything  that  contributes  toward  ' 
their  fupport."     Some  of  the  officers  howeveir,    who  ; 
were  fent  out  with  parties  to  lay  wafte  the  Indian  ter-   ! 
ritory,  would  fee  no  apple  or  peach  trees ;  fb  that  they 
were  left  to  bloflbm  and  bear,  for  the  refrefhment  of 
man  or  beaft,  friend  or  foe  that  might  chance  to  pafs   , 
yhat  way.     Thus  did  gen.  Hand  and  col.  Durbin  do 
honor  to  their  own  charafters.     By  the  middle  of  Oc- 
tober  gen,    Sullivan    reached  Eafton  in  Pennfylvania 
pn  his  return  to  join  the  main  army.     He  brought  back 
only  300  horfes  out  of  the   1400  he  took  with  him. 
During  his  expedition,  there  M^ere  eleven  Indians  killed ; 
two  old  fquaws,  a  negro,  and  a  \^?hite  man  taken; — 1& 
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1779- towns  *  dcftroyed,  and  150,000  bufhels  of  corn,  bcfidc 
apple  and  peach  trees.     By  groundlefs  connplaints,   h.e 
difpleafed  the  comniander  in  chief,  and  gave  great  um- 
brage to  the  board  of  war  and  the  quarter  matter  ge- 
neral.    The  pompous  account  f  of  his  military  pere- 
grination which  he  fent  to  congrel^,  made  hirn  the  laugh 
of  the  officers  in  the  army  remaining  under  gen.  Wafh- 
ington  5  one  declared  it  was  a  little  mifchievbus  to  print 
the  whole  account;    another  when  he  read  of  elegant 
Indian  houfes,  was  ready  to  queftion  from  the  abufe  of 
the  epithet,  whether  he  underftood  the  true  meaning  of 
the  word.     He  foon  felt  himfelf  fo  diffatisfied,  that  oi^ 
the  9th  of  November  he  begged  leave  of  congrefs  to  re- 
fign  upon  the  plea  of  bad  health  :  they,  on  the  laft  of 
the  month,  accepted  his  refignation. 

The  carrying  on  of  this  expedition  did  not  however 
prevent  the  oflfenfive  operations  of  the  Indians  and  their 
jajQTociates.  On  the  123d  of  July,  a  party  of  60  Indians, 
^nd  27  white  men  under  Jofeph  Brandt,  fell  upon  the 
Minifink  fettlements  and  burnt  10  houfes,  i  a  barns,  a 
fort  and  2  mills,  killed  and  carried  off  feveral  people 
with  confiderable  plunder.  The  militia  from  Goflien 
and  parts  adjacent,  to  the  amount  of  149,  coUefted; 
and  purfued  them,  but  without  fufficient  caution  and 
neceflaries,  fo  that  they  were  furprifed  and  totally  de- 
feated ;  no  more  than  30  returned.  .  Many  were  killed, 
a  number  m^de  prifoners  -,  the  reft  difperfed  and  were 

*  Sullivan  in  his  account  fays  40 :  but  if  a  few  old  houfes  which 
liad  been  deferted  for  feveral  years,  were  met  with  and  burnt,  they 
were  put  down  for  a  town.  Stables  and  wood  hovels,  and  lodges  in 
fhe  field,  when  the  Indians  were  called  to  work  there,  were  ^  reck- 
oned as  houfes*  i  See  the  Remembrancer,  vol,  ix.  p.  icS, 

ipifling 
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mifTing  long  after  the  aftion.     Five  days  after,  capt.  i779- 
McDonald  at  the  head  of  250  men,  a  third  Britilh,  the 
reft  Indians,  took  Freeland's  fort,  on  the  weft  branch  of 
the  Sufquehanna ;  in  which  were  30  men  and  50  wo- 
men and  children ;  the  captain  copfeiited  that  the  laft 
ihould  be  fet  at  liberty,  but  the  men  were  made  pri- 
foners  of  war.     The  party  on  their  way  to  it  had  burnt 
houfes  and  mills,  had  killed  and  captivated  feveral  of 
the  inhabitants.     On  the  other  fide,  gen.  Williamfon, 
with  col.  Pickens,  entered  the  Indian  country  about  the 
a  2d  of  Auguft,  burnt  and  deftroyed  the  corn  of  eight      •. 
towns,  amounting  to  more  than  50,000  buftiels.     He  *  ' 
would  hearken  to  no  propofals  from  the  Indians,  nor 
accept  of  their  friendftiip,  but  infifted  on  their  removing 
immediately,  with  their  remaining  property,   into  the 
fettled  towns  of  the  Creeks,  and  refiding  among  their 
^countrymen,   to  which  they  agreed.     Col.  Broadhead 
alfo  engaged  in  a  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Mingo 
and  Munfey  Indians,  and  the  Senecas  on  the  AUeghaney 
river.     He  left  Pittft)urgh  Auguft  the  nth,  with  60c 
rank  and  file,  including  militia  and  volunteers,  and  did 
not  return  till  the  14th  of  September.      They  went 
about  200  miles  from  the  fort,  deftroyed  a  number  of 
towns,  and  cornfields  to  the  amount  of  500  acres,  and 
made  a  great  deal  of  plunder  in  fkins  and  other  articles.^ 
1  he  adive  part  which  the  Spaniards  have  now  taken 
in  the  prefent  conteft,  muft  iffue  in  favor  of  the  Ame- 
rican States.     The  Spanifh  governor  of  Louifiana,  Don 
Bernardo  de  Galvez,  has  acknowledged  his  being  ap- 
prized of  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  between  the 
courts  of  Madrid  and  London,  .on  the  9th  of  Auguft. 
TJie  eafieft  way  of  accounting  for  this  extraordinary  cir- 

cum^ftance. 
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1^^,  cumftance^  xonfidering  that  the  Spatiiih  manifefto  :«;?« 
not  delivered  till  the  i,6th  of  Jwne,  m^  be  by  fuppofing 
Ttbat  the  Spanifh  ^miral  had  of ders  immediately  upon 
his  joining  count  d'OrviHicrs,  to  difpatch  a  veflcl  to  in- 
form the  Spaniih  goyemorfi  ^ki  Acnerica,  that  hoMlitie$ 
were  then  commencing ;  and  that  the  f^id  veflel  had  f^ 
;good  a  paflage  a3  to  admit  pf  Don  Qalvez  receiving 
the  d^jatches  on  the  9th  of  Auguft,  within  forty-fix 
days  rfter  the  junftion  of  the  combined  fleet,     TJie  jgp^ 
'^wmor  proceeded  to  colleft  the  whole  force  of  his  pro- 

Ang.  irtnce  at  New  Orleans,  and  then  publicly  rpcognized  the 

^^*  independency  of  the  American  Stat<£s  by  beat  pf  drum. 
Every  thing  being  in  readinefs  for  the  purpo^^  he  imr- 
noediately  marched  againfi:  the  Briti^  f^tdements  xxi 
the  MiiUflippi.  The  whole  force,  Britifli  and  (jrcrman^ 
ftationed  for  dieir  prote&ion,  did  not  amoupt  tx>  500 
men :  and  had  no  ot^er  cover  than  a  newly  ippi)ftFu6):ed 
fort,  or  rather  field  redoubt.  Here  however  liieut.  col^ 
Dickfon^  ftocxl  a  fiege  of  nine  days,  and  th^  obtained 

^^  conditioos  honpn^Dle  to  the  garrifon  and  favorabte  tq 
the  inhabitants^  Nothing  coidd  eicceed  the  goisd  faith 
•with  which  the  Spaniih  governor  obferved  the  prefcribcd 
conditions ;  nor  the  humanity  and  ktndne(s  with  whicfa 
he  treated  his  prifoners.  A  Spaniih  geptktnanj^  Don 
Juan  de  Mir^illes,  has  refided  at  Philadelphia  for  fome 
confidcrablc  timte :  he  appears  to  be  empowered  fcy  the 
<ourt  of  Madrid  to  aft  as  their  agent,  and  tranfafe  his 
bufinefs  with  congrcfs  through  the  medium  of  the  French 
^mbaflador.  Being  dius  led  to  mention  cppgnsfe,  let 
us  quit  the  operations  pf  the  field  for  the  det^rmifiation;} 
of  the  grand  council  of  the  Amerif  w  Statw. 

3  Con- 


Congrefs  haying  at  length  qE^ndujikd  vpm  W  lilli^  'y79* 
fnatum  after  much  deliberation  and  debaite,  tteyagi^ed  j^^ 
upon  inftruftions  to  the  comnatHHaner  to  be  appokited 
to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  widi  Qreat  Bx^tain,  -and 
to  th.e  miaiftcr  pleriipotewi^rjr  ^t  jifce  powt  of  Fnioce* 
They  pointed  o«t  t-Q  the  firil  l;he  feoujadarif  s  he  was  to 
infill  upon,  and  further  faid-*^^*  iVs  the  gt^t  c4>je6t  of 
tjie  prefent  defenfive  war  on  the  part  of  the  ajyiies  is  to 
eftablifh  the  independency  c^  the  linked  States,  and  as 
any  treaty  whereby  this  end  cannot  be  obtained  muft 
be  only  oftenfible  and  illufory,  you  are  therefore  to  make 
k  a  preiiminary  article  to*  any  «egotia[ion,  that  Great 
Brkain  fliaU  agree  to  treat  widi  the  Unked  States  a^ 
fovereign,  free  an4  independent  :-^You  fhall  take  fpe- 
cial  care  alfo  that  the  independence  of  the  faid  ftafies  be 
cfFeaually  affured  ^nd  confirnaed  by  the  treaty  or  ta-ea- 
tics  of  peace^  according  to  the  fon?i  and  effb5i:  of  the 
treaty  of  alliance  with  his  nnoft  xhriftian  majefly ;  and 
you  fhall  not  agree  to  foch  treaty  or  treaties,  uniefe  the 
fame  be  thereby  afliired  and  confirmed  :->^Although  it 
is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  peace  a^  connneixre 
of  the  United  States,  thaf  Canada  and  Nora  Soma 
fhould  be  ceded,  and  more  particularly  that  their  equal 
common  right  to  the  fifheries  fhould  be  guaranteed  to 
them,  yet  a  defire  of  terrninating  the  war  hath  induced 
us  not  to  make  the  acquifition  of  thefe  objedts  an  ^ikiU 
matum  on  the  prefent  occafion  :-^Yoti  are  empowered 
to  agree  to  a  ceflation  of  hoftilkies  during  die  ncgotiar- 
tion,  provided  our  ally  (hall  confcnt  to  the  lame,  and 
provided  it  ihall  be  flipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the 
enemy  Ihall  be  immediately  withdrawn  fromi^hc  Unked 
States  ir^In  all  other  qa^tters  UQI  abovc-Daentioncd,  you 

are 
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^779*  are  to  govern  yourfelf  by  the  alliance  between  his  moft 
chriftian  niajefly  and  thofe  ftates,  by  the  advice  of  our 
allies,  by  your  knowledge  of  our  interefts,  and  by  your 
own  difcretion  in  which  we  repofe  the  fulleft  confidence." 
.  To  Dr.  Franklin  the  congrefs  wrote— ^"  Sir-^Having 
determined  that  we  would  not  infift  on  a  direft  acknow-.- 
ledgment  by  Great  Britain  of  our  right  in  the  fifheries, 
this  important  matter  is  liable  to  an  incertitude,  which 
may  be  dangerous  to  the  political  and  commercial  in- 
terefts of  the  United  States,  we  have  therefore  agreed 
and  refolved — that  the  common  right  of  fifhing  fhall  in 
no  cafe  be  given  up  i-rrand  that  if  after  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Great  Britain,  Ihe  Ihall  moleft  the  citizens  or  in^ 
habitants  of  any  of  the  United  States,  in  taking  fifh  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and  other  filheries  in  the 
American  feas,  any  where  excepting  within  the  diflance 
of  three  leagues  of  the  fhore  of  the  territories  remaining 
to  Great  Britain  at  the  clofe  of  the  war,  fuch  molcfta- 
tion  (being  in  the  opinion  of  congrefs  a  dire6l  violation 
and  breach  of  the  peace)  Ihall  be  a  common  caulc  of 
the  faid  ftates,  and  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted  to 
obtain  redrefs  for  the  parties  injured.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  thefe  precautions,  as  Qreat  Britain,  may  again 
light  up  the  flames  of  war,  and  ufc  our  exercifc  of  the 
fifheries  as  her  pretext;  and  fince  fome  doubts  may 
arife,  whether  this  objeft  is  fo  effeftually  guarded  by  the 
treaty  of  alliance  with  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  that 
any  moleftation  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  is 
to  be  confidered  as  a  cajus  fcederis ;  you  are  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  of  his  majefty  an  explanation  on  that  ftibjeft, 
upon  the  principle  that  notwithftanding  the  high  confix 
dence  repofcd  in  his  wifdom  and  juftice,  yet  confidcring 

the 
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tbe  uncertainty  of  human  affairs,  and  how  doybts  npiay  »779f, 
be  afterward  raifcd  in  the  breads  of  his  royal  fucceffors, 
the  great  importance  of  the  fifheries  renders  the  citizens  : 
of  thefe  ftates  very  folicitpus  to  obtain  bis  majefly's* 
fenfe  with  relation  to  them,  as  the  beft  fecurity  againft  s 
the  ambition  of  the  Britilh  court.     For  this  purpofe  you 
fhail  propofe  the  following  articles,  in  which  neverthe-r 
kfs  fuch  alterations  may  be  made  as  the  circumftances , 
and  fituation  of  affairs  fhall  reader  convenient  and  pro- , 
per.     Should  the  fame  be  agreed  to  and  executed,  you> 
are  immediately  to  tranfmit  a  copy  thereof  to  our  mi- 
nifler  at  the  court  of  Spain." 

"  fFJbereas  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  moft, 
chriflian  king  and  the  United  States  of  North  Ame« . 
rica,  the  two  parties  guarantee  mutually  from  that  time- 
and  for  ever  againft  all  other  powers,  to  wit,  the  United , 
States  to  his  moft  chriflian  majefly  the  ^ofTefTion  then: 
appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  i;i  America,^  as  well 
as  thofe  which  it  may  acquire  by  a  future  treaty  of 
peace;  and  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  guarantees  on  his; 
part  to  the  United  States,  all  their  liberty,  fovereignty 
and  independence,  abfolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  \n 
matters  of  government  as  commerce,  and  alfo  their  pof- 
fcffions  and  the  additions  or  conquefts  that  tlieir  confede- 
ration may  obtain  during  the  war,  according  to  the  faid; 
treaty : — ^And  whereas  the  faid  parties  did  further'  agrejC; 
and  declare,  that  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  between  Franqe  andi 
England,  the  faid  reciprocal  guarantee  Ihould  have  its'*- 
full  force  and  efFeft  the  moment  fuch  war  Ihould  break: 
out : — And  whereas  doubts  may  hereafter  arife  how  far^ 
the  faid  guarantee  extends  to  this  cafe,  to  wit,  that  fhoiddi 
Great  Britain  moleft  or  difturb  the  fubjedfs  or  inhabir* 

tants 
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*779s  taiTts  of  France,  or  of  the  faid  ftates,  in  taking  fiffi  619 
the  banks  of  N  ewfoundland,  and  other  the  filhing  banklr 
and  feas  of  North  America,'  formerly  and  tifually  fre- 
quented by  the  fubjefts  and  inhabitaiits  refpeftiVcly  :-^jr 
And  whereas  the  faid  king  and  the  United  States  havtf 
thoa^t  proper  to  c!etermine  'hrith  precifion  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning  of  tiie  faid  guarantee  in  tfiis  relpcfty 
how  therefore  as  a  further  demonftratibh  of  their  mu- 
tual^  good  will  and  afFeftioni  it  is  hereby  agreed^  6on- 
eluded  and  determined  as  follows^  to  wit,  That  if  after' 
the  conclufi(>n  of  the  treaty  of  treaties  which  fhail  ter-=^ 
mirtate  the  prefent  war.  Great  Britain  fh^  fnolcft  or 
difturb  the  fubjefts  or  inhabitants  of  the  feid  United 
States,  in  taking  fifh  on  the  banks,  feais  and  piacesy  for- 
trieriy  ufed  and  frequented  by  them  fo  as  Itor  to  encroacb* 
cin  the  territorial  rights^  which  may  remain  to  her  after^ 
the  termination  of  the  prefent  war  as  aforefaidy  and  wsrf 
Ihould  thereupon  break  out  between!  the  faid  United* 
Stsites  ind  Great  Britain :  or  if  Great  Britain  fliifflmcH 
left  or  difturb  the  fubjedts  and  inhabitants  of  France/ 
In  taking  fifli  on  the  banks,  feas  and  places  forrficrly 
ufed  and  frequented  by  them,  fb  as  riot  to  encnoach  oit 
the  territorial  rights  of  Great  Britain  as  aforefaid,  and 
war  (ball  thereupon  break  out  between  France  and  Great? 
Britain  ^  in  either  of  thefe  cafes  of  war  as  albrefaid;  his^ 
ifioft  chriftian  majefty  and  the  faid  United  States  IhsSS 
make  it  a  common  caufe,  and  aid  each  other  mutually* 
with,  their  good  offices^  their  councils  and  their  fbrcesf/ 
according  to  the  exigence  of  conjundtures^  as  becomes 
good  and  faithful  zWks^^Prctided  alway  that  no^rig? 
lierein  contained  ihall  be  taken  or  underftood,  as*  oon^- 
trary  to  or  inconfiftent  with  the  true  intent  and  meamng^ 

of 
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6(  the  treaties  already  fubfifting  between,  his  moft  chrit  »77#« 
tian  majefty  and  the  faid  ftfftes^  but  the  fame  fhall  bo- 
taken  and  underflx)od>  as  ^planat<»7  a&  and^  conform-^  * 
able  to  thofc  treatiesi'^ 

The  honorable  Sieur.  Gcr^dy.  nfinlfter  pkrhpOtendaiySfept 
of:  France,  had  a  private  aucHence^of  Gongrcft  in  order  i''* 
to  his  taking  leavaof  thmn;  when  htr  mentioned  in  his^  i 
fpeech  his;  majefty's.  having  fenti  a;new.  minifterplenipo*  | 
tentiary  to  America^  that  there  might  be  no  interrupt  j 
tion  in  his  care  to  Gultivate  a:  mutual  friendih)p>  ancfc  / 
that  Monf.  the  cshevalier  de^  Ifc  L^uzerne  would  eiqpkinx 
to  them  his  m^fly's:  fentiments%    The  oomplimentali 
anfwer  which  followed  of  courfe  need  nor.  be  related;^- 
The  day  after,  the  following  iirfbxiftions  to  the  minifter^ 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  with,  the  court  of  Spaim 
were  prepared— **Sirf^OJ)gre(s  have  come  to  the  fc^ 
lowing  refolutiani  Xhat^if  his  cathG^c.rnajefty  flialliao*? 
cede  to  the  trea$i€si)etween  France  and  the  United  Stawij 
of  America,  and  in  concurrence  with  them  continue  the 
prefent  war  with.  Greats  Britain  foi?  the  purpofe  exprefibdl 
in  the  treaties,  aforefaid,  he  fhail  not  thereby,  be  precludedi 
from  fecuring  to  himfclff  the  Floridas:  on  the  contrary^ 
if  he  Ihall  obtain  the  FloridAsr from  Great- Britain^  tlwfe 
United  States  will  guaiantee  the  fame  to  -  his .  cathotie: 
majefty ;  provided  alw^y.  timt  the  United  Stages  fhaii^eifr^'i 
joy  the  free  navi^ion  of  the  river  MiflBfi^pi  intx>  and. 
from  the  fea.    Ykxw  ase  therefore  to  comnwnicace  to  hisM 
moft  chriftian  majiefty, .  the  defiie  of  congrefi  to  fcm»r 
into  a  treaty,  of  I  allijance^:  and  odfia(iuty*andi;COflnmerce^ 
with  his  catholic  naajefly-,  aiwi:  ta  reqyeft  his  farorablcr 
interpofition  for. that  pMpppfei.at*tber fame :tia» you  ar©r 
to  make  fuch  -  propofals .  to  his  j  catholic  owgeflyv  as  :inp     ^ 

your 
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*779»yt>"ur  judgment,  from  drcumfl-arices,  will  be  proper  for 
obtaining  for  the  United  States  of  America,-  equal  ad- 
vantages with  thofe  which  are  fecured  to  them  by  the 
treaties  with  his  moft  chriilian  majefty,  obferving  alway 
the  refolutiojl  aforefaid  as  the  ultimatum  of  thele.  United 
.   States.     You  are  particularly  to  endeavour  to  bbtairr 
,    fbrhe  convenient  poVt  of  ports  below  the  31®  of  north 
latitude  on  the  river  Mifliflippi  free  for  all  merchant  vef- 
fels,  goods,   wares^  and  merchcihdife  belonging  to    the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates.     The  diftrefFed  ftate  of  our 
finances,  and  the  great  depreciation  of  our  paper  mo-" 
riey,  incline  congrefs  to  hope,-  that  his  catholic  majefly/ 
if  he  (hall  conclude  a  treaty  with  the  ftatesj  will  be  in- 
duced to  lend  them  money ;  you  are  therefore  to  repre- 
fent  to  him  the  great  diftrefs  of  thefe  ftates  on  that  ac- 
count, and  to  folicit  a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars 
upon  the  beft  terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  fix 
per  cent,  per  ann.  efFedually  to  enable  them  to  co-ope- 
rate with  the  allies  againft  the  common  enemy :    but 
before  you  make  any  propofals  to  his  catholic  m^ycfty 
for  a  loan,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  fubfidy  in 
confideration  of  the  guarantee  aforefaid." 
Sept.      Saturday  the  25thj  it  was  "  refolved  that  congreis 
^^'    proceed  to  the  nomination  of  a  proper  perfon  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  peace."    Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mn 
Jay ,  were  propofed  5  and  an  adjournment  took  place  to ' 
teh  o'clock  of  the  next  day,  when  the  members-  baUot- 
ted,'  The  votes  were  divided,  and  there  was  no  eleftion. 
They  ballotted  again,  and  it  was  the  fame :  the  ballot- 
ting  therefore  was  poftponed,  and  congrefs  "  relblvcdy 
that  a  minifter  plenipotentiary  be  appointed  to  negotiate 
a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  of  amity  and  commerce,  be* 

twccn 
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tween  the  United  States  of  America  and  his  catholic  ^779^ 
majefty.  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  Mr.  John  Adams,  and  Mn 
Jay,  were  nominated.  On  the  Monday  the  ballots  were 
taken,  and  Mr.  Jay  was  eleded.  Then  followed  the 
choice  by  ballot  of  a  ininjfter  plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
tiating a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Great  Britain,  when  Mr.  John  Adams  was  elefted. 
This  eleftion  was  no  ground  of  joy  to  Mr.  Gerard.  His 
wifhes  and  intereft  were  in  favor  of  Mr.  Jay's  being  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  with  Great  Britain ;  while  the  lat- 
ter was  wrongfully  fufpefted  by  the  New  England  de-. 
legates,  as  being  in  no  wife  ftrenuoutly  difpofed  to  fe- 
cure  the  fiftieries.  Thefe  delegates  wer6  fixed  upon 
having  Mr.  J.  Adams  intrufted  with  that  bufinefs,  as 
they  could  confide  in  his  fteady  determination  never  to 
lofe  fight  of  it,  whatever  might  be  the  pleas  and  pre- 
tences of  politicians.  They  could  acquiefce  in  Mn 
Jay's  ele6lion  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of  Madrid,  as 
it  paved  the  way  for  the  carrying  of  their  main  point. 
Two  days  after,  Mr.  William  Carmichael  was  clcfted 
fecretary  to  Mr.  Jay;  Mr.  Francis  Dana  to  Mr.  Adams  j 
and  licut.  col.  Laurens  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Mr.  Jay's  ^^ 
letter  of  credence  was  figned  at  Philadelphia  the  X5th  of  15^ 
Oftober,  when  congrefs  ^^  refolved.  That  jJbe  following 
additional  inftruftions  be  given  to  the  minifter  plenipo- 
tentiary for  negotiating  with  his  catholic  majefty — "  Sir^ — 
You  are  to  ufe  your  utmoft  endeavours  for  obtaining 
permiffion  for  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  thefe  ftates^ 
to  lade  and  take  on  board  their  veflfels,  fait  at  the  ifland 
of  Salt  Tortuga  -,  and  alfo  to  cut,  load  and  bring  away, 
logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the  Bay  of  Hon^ 
duras  and  its  rivers,  and  to  build  on  the  fhores,  ftores. 
Vol.  III.  Y  houfes 
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1779'houfes  and  magazines  for  the  wood  cutters  and  their 
families,  in  the  extent  ceded  to  his  Britannic  majefly 
;    by  the  17  th  article  of  the  definitive  treaty,  concluded 
/     at  Paris  the  loth  of  February,  1763,  or  in  as  great  ex- 
tent as  can  be  obtained.*'     Before  the  month  was  out, 
Q£{.  Mr.  Jay  failed  for  Europe  in  conapany  with  Mr.  Gerard. 
*'•  OiStober  the  !2  ill,  the  honorable  Henry  Laurens  efq. 
\      was  eleftcd  by  ballot  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  HoUa^id : 
;     on  the  I  ft  of  the  next  month  he  was  chofen  to  negotiate 
i     a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  united  pro* 
wices  of  the  low  countries* 
Sept.      September  the  i  ft,  congrcfs  rcfolved,  that  they  would, 
'*     <m  no  account,  emit  more  bills  of  credit  than  to  make 
the  whole  amount  of  them  two  hundred  millionB  of 
dollars. 
ij^        They  addreffed  a  long  letter  to  their  conftituents  upon 
their  finances.    By  that  it  appears>^that  the  taxes  had 
brought  into  the  treafury  no  more  than  3>027,56o  dol- 
lars, and  that  all  the  monies  fupplied  by  the  people  of 
Americav  anciounted  to  no  more  than  36,761,665  dol- 
lars and  67-90ths^  that  being  the  fum  of  the  loans  and 
taxes  then  received.     It  holds  up  to  the  invagination^ 
the  ability  of  the  United  •  States  to  pay  their  whole  na- 
tional  debt,  though  at  the  clofe  of  the  war  it  fhould 
amount  to  three  hundred  millions  of  dollarSj  with  caft 
in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years ;  and  while  doinjg  it,  by 
inverfe,   roiTiantic  reafoning,  reprelents  the  paper  cur- 
rency as  a  Heffing  at  the  expence  of  fcripture  language-*- 
"  Let  it  alfo  be  remembered,  that  paper  money  is  the 
only  kind  of  money  which  cannot  make  uHto  it/elf  wings 
and  fly  4iway :  it  remains  with  us,  it  wiH  not  j&riake  us> 
it  is  always  ready  and  at  hand  for  the  purpc^  of  com-^ 
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rnerce  and  taxes,  and  every  induftrious  man  can  find)^779« 
it."  The  letter  proceeds  to  fhow,  that  the  people  not' 
only  colleftively  by  their  reprefentatives,  but  individu- 
ally, have  pledged  their  faith  for  the  redenaption  of  their 
bills,  and  that  they  poflefs  a  political  capacity  of  doing 
it.  Then  comes  a  queftion,  «  Whether  there  is  any  • 
reafon  to  apprehend  a  wanton  violation  i>(  the  public  i 
faith?'*  Congrefs  fay  upon  io— *^  It  is  with  great  re- 
gret and  rcluftance,  that  we  can  prevail  upon  ourfelveft 
to  take  the  leaft  notice  of  a  queftion,  which  involves  ioi 
it  a  doubt  fo  injurious  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  A nrte- 
rica.  We  fhould  pay  an  ill  compliment  to  the  under- 
ftanding  and  honor  of  every  true  American,  were  wc 
to  adduce  many  arguments  to  fliow  the  bafenefs  or  bad  . 
policy  of  violating  our  national  faith,  or  omitting  to 
purfue  the  meafures  neceflary  to  prefcrve  it.  A  bank- 
rupt faithlefs  republic  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  political 
world,  and  appear,  among  reputable  nations, .  like  a 
common  proftitute  among  chafte  and  refpeftable  ma- 
trons. We  are  convinced,  that  the  efforts  and  arts  of 
our  enemies  will  not  be  wanting  to  draw  us  into  this 
humiliating  and  contemptible  fituation.  Inripelled  by 
malice,  and  the  fuggeftions  of  chagrin  and  difappoint- 
ment,  at  not  being  able  to  bend  our  necks  to  their  yok^, 
they  will  endeavour  to  force  or  fcduce  us  to  commit  this 
unpardonable  fin>  in  ordier  to  fubjeft  us  to  the  punifh- 
ment  due  to  it,  and  th^t  we  may  thenceforth  be  a  re- 
proach and  a  by-word  among  the  nations.  Apprized 
of  thefe  confequences,  knowing  the  value  of  national 
character,  and  impreffed  with  a  due  fenfe  of  the  immu- 
table laws  of  juftice  jwid  honor,  it  is  impoffible  that 
America  fhould  think  without  horror  of  fuch  an  ex?- 

Y  ^  crable 
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ij-y^/crable  deed.     Determine  to  finifh   the  eonteft  as  you 
began  it,  honeftly  and  glorioufly.     Let  it  never  be  faidi 
that  Ameriea  had  no  fooner  become  independent  than 
flie  became  infolventj  or  th^t  her  infant  glories   and 
growing  fame  were  obfcured  and  tarnifhed  by  broken 
contrifts  and  violated  faith,  in  the  very  hour  when  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth   were   admiring,  and    almoft 
adoring  the  fplendor  of  her  rifmg."     This  letter  and  th« 
refolve  preeedirig  it,  were  probably  occafioned  by  the 
prevailing  fubjefts  of  converfation  in  Philadelphia,  and 
the  movements  of  the  leading  people.     A  town  meeting 
was  called,  and  a  fpecial  committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  memorial,  which  was  figned  by  the  prefident  and 
council  in  their  private  characters,  the  Ipeaker  and  fevc-^- 
ral  members  of  aflerhbiy,  the  general  cotnrnittee  of  the 
city,  and  a.refpeftable  number  of  citizens^     It  was  pre- 
fented  to  congrefs,  on  or  near  the  day,  when  they  ad- 
dreffed .  their  conftituents,  and  was  meant  to  ftol)  flic 
further  emiflions  of  continental  bills.     The  memorialifts 
fay — "  Neither  can  we  help  exprefling  our  apprchen- 
fions,  that  the  eafe  with  which  money  was*  thus  pro- 
cured, has  induced  a  remtflhefs  of  inquiries '  into  the 
reality  of  its  application :  all  whicTi  we  hope  willy  in  fu- 
.  ture,  be  remedied  by  a  fyftiematical  plan  of  ceconomy, 
.  and  a  regular  information  of  expences." 

Sept..      Congrefs  ^'  refolved.    That   in  confideration  of  the 

^^' .  diftinguifhed  merit  of  lieut.  col.  Talbot  (fee  p.  201)  a 

comm.ifTion  of  captain  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States 

24.  be  given  him,"     They  "  refolved.  That  a  medal  of 

.gold,  emblematical  of  die  attack  of  the  fort  and' works 

.  at  Powle's-hook,  be  ftruck  and  prefented  to  major  liCC. 

Four  days  after,  upon  Mr.  Jay's  fignifying  to  diem  his 

acceptance 
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acceptance  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  1779, 
on  the  26th,  and  thereupon  refigning  the   chair,  they 
elefted  Samuel  Huntington  efq.  prefident.     Such  was 
the  deficiency  of  flour  in  Vir'ginia,   that  congrefs  re-  ^^* 
folved,  that  the  governor  (hould  be  informed  of  its  being 
their  opinion,  that  the  convention  troops  fhould  be  fup- 
plied  with  meal  made  of  Indian  corn.     But  he  was  re-  - 
queftcd   to   inform  the   commanding  officer   of  thofe 
troops,  that  if  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifti 
forces  will  order  fupplies^of  flour  to  be  fent  to  Virginia,  ' 
paflports  would  be  ordered  for  the  purpofe  when  applied 
for.     The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  his  audience  of  j 
congrefs,  delivered  a  letter  from  his  moft  chriflian  ma-  Nov. 
jcfty,  was  announced  to  the  houfe,  and  upon  that  rofe,    ^'^* 
and  addrpfled  the  congrefs  in  a  Ipeech,  to  which  the 
prefident  returned  an  anfwer. 

Let  us  change  the  fcene. 

While  count  d'Eftaing  lay  with  his  fleet  at  Cape  j 
Francois,  after  the  conqueft  of  Grenada,  he  received 
letters  from  gov.  Rutledge,  gen.  Lincoln,  the  French 
conful  at  Charleftown  and  others,  urging  him  to  vifit  ; 
the  American  coaft,  and  propofing  an  attack  upon  Sa- 
vannah. The  general  engaged  to  join  him  with  1000 
men  certain ;  and  promifed,  that  every  exertion  would 
be  made  to  augment  the  number.  The  application 
coinciding  with  the  king's  inflru6lions,  to  aft  in  con- 
cert with  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  whenever  an 
occafion  prefented  itfelf,  he  failed  for  the  American 
continent  within  a  few  days  after  it  was  received;  Whtn 
through  the  windward  paflTage,  he  difpatched  two  (hips 
of  the  line  and  three  frigates  taGharlcftown  to  announce 
his  coming.     On  the  ift  of  September,  he  arrived  with  ^^P^ 

Y  3  a  fleet; 
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i779»a  fleet  of  20  fail  of  the  Hne,  two  of  fifty  guns^  and 
I  eleven  frigates.  The  appearance  of  the  French  fleet  on 
.  the  coafts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  was  fb  unex- 
'  pefted  by  the  Britifh,  that  the  Experiment  man  of  war, 
of  50  guns.  Sir  James  Wallace  commander,  and  three 
frigates  were  captured.  No  fooner  was  it  known  at 
Charleftown  that  the  count  was  on  the  coaft,  than  Lin- 
coln marched  with  all  expedition  for  Savannah  with  the 
troops  under  his  command :  orders  were  alfo  given  for 
the  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  militia  to  rendezvous 
immediately  near  the  fame  place.  The  Britilh  were 
equally  diligent  in  preparing  for  their  defence.  Lieut, 
col.  Cruger,  who  had  a  fmall  command  at  Sunbury,  and 
lieut.  col.  Maitland,  who  was  in  force  at  Beaufort,  were 
ordered  to  Savannah.  As  the  French  frigates  appfctached 
the  bar,  the  Fowey  and  Rofe,  of  20  guns  each,'  the 
Keppel  and  Germain  ^rmed  vefTels,  retired  toward  the 
town.  The  battery  on  Tybee  was  deftroyed,  '  To  pre- 
vent the  French  frigates  getting  too  near,  the  Role  an4 
Savannah  armed  fhips,  with  four  tranfports,  were  funk 
in  the  channel,  j^  boqm  w^s  laid  acrofs  it,  and  feveral 
fmall  veffels  were  alfo  funk  above  the  town.  The  lea- 
men  were  appointed  to  different  batteries.  The  marine^ 
were  incorporated  with  the  grenadiers  of  the  i6th  regi* 
ment ;  and  great  numbers  were  employed,  both  by  day 
and  night,  in  ftrengthening  and  extending  the  lines  of 
defence.  Count  d'Eftaing  made  repeated  declarations^ 
that  he  pould  not  remain  more  than  ten  of  fifteen  days 
on  fhore :  neverthelefs,  the  fall  of  Savannah  was  conG-- 
dered  as  infallibly  certain.  Every  aid  wasi  given  from 
Charleftown,  by  fending  fmall  veiTels  to  aflift  the  French 
in  their  landing  i   but  as  the  large  fhips  of  the  fle^ 

^  could 
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<:ould  not  come  near  the  fliore,  it  was  not  cffirftedtitt'fTt* 
the  1 2th.   Gen.  Lincoln's  troops  were  not  far  diftime;  Imtsebu 
before  they  could  join  rf^c' French,  th^  o6unt  (qaunoAflfir  ^f*' 
gen.  Prevoftxo  furrender  to'thc  anm  gflhcrtingcjf  Francew 


I 


Lincoln  remonftrat;ed  to  d'Eilaing  on  hia  &u:)3n)Q(uq9 
Preyoft  to  furrender  to  the  arms  of  France  mfyp  yfhik^ 
the  Americans  were  afting  in  conjunOiion  wkh  himi 
the  nnatter  was  foon  fetded,  and  the  aiqde  of  all  foJCwm  j 
negQtiations  amicably  adjufted.  Prevoft  returned  a  po^ 
lite  letter  to  the  count,  but  declined  furreadericg  on  .^ 
general  fummons,  without  any  Specific  terncis  i  and  merir 
tioned,  that  if  fuch  were  propofed,  as  Jhe  could  witli 
honor  accept,  he  would  then  give  bis  amfwen  Th* 
count  in  a  fecond  letter  obferved  to  bim,  that  it  wm 
the  part  of  the  befieg^d  to  propofe  fuch  ternu  as  the; 
might  defire.  P^-evoft  upon  that  propoled  a  fuipcnfioa 
of  hoftilities  for  24  hours,  as  a  jufl;  time  abfolutdy  Ofi^ 
cefTary  for  deliberation  and  the  difcuffion  of  various  ia« 
(erefls.  The  count's  third  letter,  granting  the  (aid  truces 
was  written  toward  evening.  Thus  time  was  gained  for 
the  arrival  of  the  whole  detachment  froai  Beavfoft;^ 
An  f  nterprife  was  undertaken  to  prevent  its  joining  the 
royal  army  in  Savannah,  which  proved  unfuccefifi^i 
from  the  pilots  not  undertaking  to  conduct  to  a  proper 
ftation  the  frigates  d^ftmed  to  intercept  the  commuoi* 
cation.  Majtland  availed  himfclf  of  this  cirGutnftaac«» 
and  by  his  exertions  joined  Prcv(^  with  abput  400  m<© 
before*  the  count's  feopnd  letter  w^  received  \  at  nigh; 
and  by  noon  the  next  day^  all  the  remainder  fit  for  dut]f 
arrived.  The  fafe  arrival  of  this  detachmentx  det^r^ 
mined  the  garrifon  to  rifk  an  afiau^ie.  The  French  aod 
Ameriqaas  were  hereby  reduced  tO  th9.  neccflity  of 

Y4  ftorniin« 
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'779-ftorming  or  befieging  the  garrifon.     The  refolution  of 

proceeding  by  fiege  being  adopted,  the  attention  of  the. 

combined  armies  was  immediately  called  to  the  landing 

of  cannon,  and  the  erefting  of  batteries.     The  diilance 

of  the  fleet  from  the  landing-place,  together  with  the 

want  of  proper  carriages  to  tranfport  the  various  warlike 

articles  full  five  miles,   confumed  much  time.     The 

works  of  the  town  were,  in  the  mean  while,  perfefting 

every  day  by  the  labor  of  feveral  hundred  negroes,  di- 

5^  ^^  rcfted  by  major  MoncriefF  the  engineer.     The  French 

*3*     and  Americans  broke  ground  in  the  evening :  a  fmall 

party  of  the  befieged  fallied  out  the  next  day,  but  was 

foon  repulfed.     The  purfuit  was  continued  {o  near  to 

the  Britifh  intrenchments,  that  the  French  were  expofed 

to  a  heavy  fire,  by  which  many  of  them  fell.     On  the 

'  night  of  the  27th,  major  M'Arthur,  with  a  party  of 

;  the  Britilh  picquets,  advanced  and  fired  among  the  bc- 

fiegers  fo  artfully,  as  to  occafion  a  firing  between  the 

oa.  French  and  American  camps.     The  befiegers  opened 

+•      with  9  mortars,  37  cannon  from  the  land  fide,  and  16 

from  the  water  j  which  continued  to  play  for  four  or 

five  days  with  fhbrt  intervals,  but  without  any  confidcr- 

S.      able  efFeft.     Major  TEnfant  in  the  morning,  with  fiive 

men,  marched  through  a  briflc  fire  from  the  Britifh 

lines,  and  kindled  the  abbatis  j  but  the  dampn^fe  of  the 

air,  and  the  moifture  of  the  green  wood,  prevented  the 

fucccfs  of  this  bold  undertaking.       - 

Soon  ^after  the  commencement  of  the  cannonade^ 
gen.  Prevoft  folicited  for  leave  to  fend  the  women  and 
children  out  of  town.  Tkis  humane  reqoeft  was  refu&d 
from  motives  of  policy.  The  combined,  army  was  fo 
fonfident  of  iucccfs,  that  it  was  fufpe<5ted  a  defire  of 

fccreting 
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fecreting  the  plunder  lately  taken  from  the  South-Caro-  iJ^^, 
linians,  was  a  confiderable  objeft  covered  under  the  j ' 
Ipecious  veil  of  humanity.  That  the  c<3mmanders  were 
ftjfpicious,  confidering  the  ftratagem  Prevoft  had  prac- 
tifed  after  being  fummonedj  is  not  ftrange.  It  wasalfo  t 
prefumed,  that  z  refufal  would  expedite  a  furrender. 
The  period  being  long  fince  elapfed  which  the  countJ 
had  affigned  for  his  expedition,  and  the  engineers  in- 
forming him,  that  more  time  muft  be  fpent  if  he  ex^ 
pedted  to  reduce  the  garrifon  by  regular  approaches,  it 
was  determined  to  make  an  aftault.  This  meafure  was 
forced  on  d'Eftaing  by  his  -naval  officers,  who  had  re- 
monftrated  againft  his  continuing  to  rifle  fo  valuable  a 
fleet  in  its  prefent  unrepaired  condition,  on  fuch  a  dan-t 
gerous  coaft  in  the  hurricane  feafon ;  and  at  fo  great  a 
diftance  from  the  fhore,  that  it  might  he  furprifed  by^ 
a  Britifh  fleet.  Thefe  remonftrances  were  enforced  by 
the  probability  of  their  being  attacked  by  a  Britilh  fleet 
completely  repaired,  with  their  full  compliment  of  men, 
foldiers  and  artillery  on  board,  when  the  fliips  of  his 
moft  chriftian  majefty  were  weakened  bythe  abfencc  of 
a  confiderable  part  of  their  crews,  artillery  and  officers. 
In  a  few  days,  the  lines  of  the  befiegcrs  might  have 
been  carried  into  the  works  of  the  befieged  :  but  under 
thefe  critical  circumftances  no  further  delay  could  be  ad- 
mitted. To  afTault,  or  to  raife  the  fiege,  was  the  only 
alternative.  Prudence  didtated  the  latter:  a  fenfe  of 
honor  adopted  the  former.  The  morning  of  the  9th 
was  fixed  for  the  attack.  The  preceding  night>  one 
James  Curry,  formerly  a  clerk  at  Charlefl:own,  but  now 
iergeant  major  in  their  volunteer  company,  went  into 
Savannah  with  a  plan  of  the  attack.    Tw<»  feints  were 

niadq 
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1779.  made  with,  the  country  militia  ^  and  a  real  attack  a  little 
before  day  light  on  the  Spring-hill  battery  with  3500. 
I     French  troops,  600  continentals,  and  350  of  the  Charlef- 
town  militia,  headed  by  count  d'Eftaing  and  gen.  Lin- 
coln,    They  marched  up  to  the  lines  with  great  bold- 
nefs:  but  a  heavy  and  welUdiredted  fire  from  the  bat- 
teries, and  a  crofs  fire  from  the  gallies  tlirew  the  front 
of  the  column  into  confufion.     Two  ftandards  however 
.  (one  an  American)  were  planted  on  the  Britifh  redoubts^ 
I    Goupt  Pulafki,  at  the  head  of  200  horfemen,  was  in  full 
\    gallop,  riding  into  town  between  the  redoubts,  with  an 
;    intention  of  charging  in  die  rear,  when  he  received  a 
mortal  wound.     A  general  retreat  of  the  aflailants  took 
\    place  after  they  had  flood  the  enemy's  fire  for  fifty-five 
\    minutes.     D'Eftaing  received  two  flight  wounds ;  637 
;.    of  his  troops,    and   234  *  continentals  were  killed  <m: 
\   wounded :  of  the  350  Charleftown  militia,  who  were  in 
the  hotteft  of  the  fire,  6  were  woundfed,  and  a  captain 
killed.     Gen.  Prevoft  and  major  Moncrieflf  have  de«» 
fervedly  acquired  great  reputation  by  this  fuccefsful  de* 
fence.     There  were  not  ten  guns  mounted  on  the  lines 
on  the  day  of  the  fummons,    and  in  a  few  days  the 
number  exceeded  80.     Thp  garrifon  was  between  2  and 
3000>  including  150  militia.     The  damage  it  ibftained 
was  trifling,  as  the  men  fired  under  cover,  and  few  of 
the  aflailants  fired  at  all.     It  loft  no  other  officer  than 
capt.  Taws,  who  defended  the  redoubt  where  the  ftand-* 
ards  were  planted,  with  the  greateft  bravery.     Inftead  of 
mutual  reproaches,  which  too  often  follow  the  failure  of 
entcrprifes,  depending  upon  the  co-operation  of  difier^ 
enf  nations,  the  French  and  Americans  had  their  coa* 

*  The  returns  wade  to  general  lincotot     ., 

fidenco 
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fidence  hi  and  eileem  for  eaeh  ^htir  kiereafed.  '  It  'w£s  p779* 
thought,  that  the  delicacy  and  propriety  of  gen.  Lio* 
coin's  conduct  on  every  occafion^ .  coittributed  mucli  to 
this  agreeable  circumftance.^  The  miHtia  almoft  uni^ 
verfally  returned  home,  immediaiely  after  the  iinfuccels- 
ful  aflfault.  In  about  ten  days,  count  d'Eftaing  rdnn- 
barked  his  troops,  artillery  and  baggage^  and  left  the 
continent;  while  gen.  Lincoln  returned  to  South  Caro^ 
lina.  But  the  French  were  fcarcely  on  boards  when  a 
violent  gale  difperfed  the  whole,  fleet i  and  though  the 
count  had  ordered  feven  ihips  to  repair  to  Hamptoii 
road  in  the  Chefapeak,  the  marquis  de  Vaudreuil  was  the 
only  officer  who  was  able  to  mecutc  a  part  of  the  order*  ; 
While  the  fiege  of  Savannah  was  pending,  a  remark^ 
able  enterprife  was  efitded  by  coL  John  White  of  the 
Georgia  line.  Previdus  to  the  arrinA  of  drEftaing  oil 
the  coail  of  Georgia,  a  captain  of  Dehncey's  ift  batta> 
lion  had  taken  poft  with  about  lOO  American  royal  rt9 
gulars  near  the  river  Qgeechce,  about  25  miles  frcim.3a^ 
vannah.  There  were  alio  it  the  lame  pliEure  five  Britslk 
veffels,  four  of  which  were  armed^  the  brgeft  with  14 
guns^  the  fmalleft  with  4,  and  the  whdc  manned  widi 
about  40  failors.  Col.  White,  with  &  volunteers,  inw 
eluding  his  own  fervant,  made  them  all  prifontrsw  On 
September  the  30th,  at  elevcQ  lo'ctock  at  night,  he 
kindled  a  number  of  fires  in  different  pkces,  adoptal 
the  parade  of  a  large  encampment,  pra6tiled  a  var&tjf ' 
of  other  ftratagems,  and  fummoned  tbtf  captain  toibr^^ 
render;  who  was  fo  fully  impr^fied  with  an^opinion^ 
that  nothing  but  an  iiiftant  compliance  could  fave-his 
men  from  being  cut  in  pieciss  by  ^^fuperior  force,  that 
he  made  no  defence,    TJ»P  4?ce|)tioR  wa*  caprjed  oh  with 
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^779*fuch  addrefs,  that  all  the  prifoners,  amounting   to5^4ij 
were  fecurcd  * ;  and  afterward  fafely  condufted  "by  three 

:   of  the  captors  for  25  miles  through  the  country  to  an 

[■   American  poft  f  • 

Count  Pulaiki  died  before  the  end  of  Oftober.    Con- 
grefe  have  refolved,  that  a  monument  fliould  be  ere6led 
to  his  memory.     He  was  a  Polander  of  high  birth,  and 
had  been  concerned  in  a  bold  enterprife  in  his  native 
country.     With  a  few  men  he  had  carried  off  king  Sta- 
niflaus  from  the  middle  of  his  capital,  though  furrounded 
by  a  numerous  body  of  guards  and  a  Ruffian  army; 
The  king,  after  being  a  prifoner  for  fome  time,  cfcaped 
by  the  favor  of  one  of  the  band,   and  foon  afterward 
declared  Pulafki  an  out-law.     Nothing  could  be   more, 
congenial  to  his  fentiments  than  to  employ  his  arms  in 
fupport  of  the  American  ftatcs.     He  offered  his  fervice 
to  congrefs,  and  was  honored  with  the  rank  of  a  briga-r 
dier  general.     But  the  count  was  far  from  being  fatisfied 
with    his   employ,    as  appears  from  his  letter,    dated 
Charleftown,  Aug.  19,  in  which  he  wrote—-"  Such  has 
been  my  lot,  that  nothing  lefs  than  my  honor,  which  I 
will  never  forfeit,  retains  me  in  a  fervice,  which  ill-treat- 
ment makes  me  begin  to  abhor.     Every  proceeding  re- 
ipefting  myfelf  has  been  fo  thoroughly  mortifying,  that 
nothing  but  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  and  the  fervency 
of  my  zeal,  fupports  me  under  it.'* 
Let  us  turn  to  New  York. 

It  was  not  till  Augufl  the  25th,  that  adm.  Arbuth- 
not  arrived  with  the  fleet,  which  conveyed  the  reinforce- 
ments, camp  equipage,  ftores^  and  other  neceflaries,  that 

*  General  Lincoln's  Letter  of  Odlober  the  2d,  to  gov,  Rutledse. 
t  Dr.  Ramfay's  Hiflory,  vol,  ii.  p.  ^^ — ^43.    ' 

wcr© 
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x^'ere  to  ^wable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  aft  with  fuitable  ^79- 
vigor.. <  'The  2ift-of  September  Sir  Andrew  Hammond  lii.* 
arrived'with  an  additional  force  of  1 500  men  from  Corkc.  . 
Thefe  feveral  arrivals  however,  did  not  make  the  Bri-  I 
tifli  at  New  York  eafy,  wh^n  they  had  the  ne^^s  of  count 
d'Eftaing's  being  on  the  American  coaft.     The  intelli- 
gence occafioned  an  apprehenfion  of  a  formidable  at;^ 
tack  by  fea  and  land,  fuppofed  to  have  been  concerte;d 
between  the  count  and  gen.  Waftiington,  and  defenlivc    ^ 
meafures  were  thought  of.     Befide  adopting  every  other 
mean  of  a  vigorous  defence,  tranlports  were  difpatched  ^S* 
to  Rhode  Illand  to  bring  off  the  garrifon.     AH  things^ 
being  in  readinef5,  the  royal  troops  evacuted  Newpoi^ 
on  the  25th  of  Odtober ;  embarked  in  the  evening,  faile^vj^ 
at  night,  and  reached  New  York  on  the  syth^    They  21* 
were  in  fufficient  force  while  at  Newport,  to  have  made 
predatory  excurfions,  and  to  have  dpne  much  mifchief ; 
notwithftanding  the  troops  that  gen^  Gates,    who  was 
ftationed  at  Providence,  had  under  his  command*    But 
gen.  Sir  Robert  Pigot's  humanity  might  revolt  at  fuch 
barbarous  e^^peditions ;    which  is   the   more  probable^ 
from  the  ftrift  and  pofitive  orders  he  gave  for  the  ob* 
fervance   of  the  moft  exadt   regularity   and  difcipline 
during  the  evacuation.      As  it  was  univerfally  known 
that  he  meant  to  be  obeyed,  fo  obedience  was  as  uni- 
verfally praftifed.     The  men  were  no  wife  chargeable 
at  their  quitting  the  ifland,  with  any  wanton  cruelties,  or 
necdlefs  deftruftion,  or  with  an  unjuft  feizure  of  proper- 
ty *.     However,  as  gen.  Gates  could  nojC  know  but  that 

*  This  is  the  fubftance  of  what  was  related  to  me  by  dilintercftid 
perfons  at  Newport  and  the  neighbourhood,  fome  (hort  time  after  the 

evacuation.  '    • 
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J779.militarjr  commands  might  require  Sir  Robert- Pigot  to 
•^  ravage  the  country  to  the  extent  of  his  power,  he  fecured 
to  himfelf  the  mean  of  gaining  the  earlieft  intelligence 
of  every  capital  movement  upon  the  ifland,  by  the  aid 
of  lieut.   Seth  Chapin.      The  lieutenant  employed  a 
trufly  woman  living  at  Newport  to  write  down  all  the 
information  Ihe  could  procure.    A  certain  place  in  a 
rock  near  the  water  fide  was  agreed  upon,    where  the 
written  intelligence  was  put.     The  woman  had  her  par- 
ticular fignals ;  and  by  putting  up  poles  or  flicks  as 
diough  only  drying  linen,  and  making  a  (how  of  fuch 
bufinels  in  a  certain  way,  notified  to  the  lieutenant  oft 
the  other  fide  of  the  water,  that  there  was  fome  fpecial 
matter  to  be  communicated.    At  night  the  lieutenant 
paffed  over  in  his  boat  fi-om  Little  Compton,  landed 
aijd  brought  it  away.     Through  this  fettled  correfpon- 
dence.  Gates  learnt  the  next  day  what  were  the  move- 
ments and  talk  of  the  enemy.    After  the  evacuation, 
the  general  dcfired  the  lieutenant  to  mention  what  con- 
sideration would  fatisfy  him  for  the  dangerous  icrvice  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged.     The  anfwer  was,  ^  I  fliaH 
be  fiilly  fatisfied  with  1 200  dollars  for  myfclf,  and  2  or 
'^00  for  fome  others  that  were  concerned."     Such  was 
the  depreciation  then,  that  the  whole   1500  were  not 
worth  75  hard  dollars,  now  they  are  worth  about  30. 

Sir  H.  Clinton  having  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  repulfe  given  the  combined  troops  in  their  attack 
on  Savannah,  refumed  the  plan  of  an  expedition  againft 
South  Carolina,  which  the  appearance  of  count  dTEftaing 
obliged  him  to  fulpend.  Every  thing  W33  ;prepai:ed, 
.and  about  7000  troops  were  embarked,  .but  detained 
till  he  had  full  aflurance  of  the  French  flcct*s  having 

wholly 
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wholly  quitted  the  American  coaft,  when  they  failed  i^-jg^ 
tinder  the  convoy  of  adm;  Arbuthnot,  on  the  a6th  of 
December*  Their  operations  will  be  related  in  a  futwc 
letter.  Congrefs  having  obtained  fatisfa6tory  evidence 
of  what  was  in  contemplation,  had  ordered  on  the  lOth 
of  November,  three  of  the  continigntal  frigates  to-Cbariefr 
town  for  its  defence.  - 

On  the  19th  of  November,  they  refolved  that  k  b^Nor. 
earneftly  recommended  lo  the  feveral  ftates  forthwith^  ^5» 
to  enaft  laws  for  eftablifhing  and  carrymg  into  exectrtion 
a  general  limitation  of  prices  throughout  dieir  refpe&ivt 
jurifdiftions,  on  certain  ;prefi:ribed  principles,  the  - <^- 
ration  to  commence  from  the  ift  of  neiKt  February-— bjr 
v^hich  time  the  operation  may  be  found  to  bt  impot 
fible*     They  concluded  on  the  23d,  that  bilk  cf  ex^-  ^3* 
change  be  drawn  on  Mr.  Jay  for  ioo,pooL  fterling,  bxvSl 
on  Mr.  Laurens  for  ic5o,oool.  payable  at  fix  monAs 
light,  and  the  fame  to  be  fold  at-the  current  rate  of  •«- 
change/'     They -after  that  direded  the  coriimittee  df  tg^ 
foreign- affairs  to  write  to  Meffr-s.  Jay  and  Laurens,  in- 
forming them  6f  the  drafts  to  be  made  upon  them,  ex- 
plaining fully  the  reafons  that  urge  congrefs  to  draw*, 
and  direfting  them  to  keep  up  a  mutual  correlpondeilCP, 
and  to  afford  each  other  every  affiftance  in  procuring 
money  to  pay  the  bills*    A  committee  of  feven  having 
been  appointed  by  congrefs  to  wait  on  the  minifter  -cTf 
France,  and  to  receive  his  communications,  reported  Dec. 
the  following  extrafts  and  fummary  of  the  commurmfa-   '  * 
tions — That  the  minifter  of  France  had  it  in  command 
from  his  king,  to  imprefs  on  the  minds  of  congrefi-^i- 
That  the  Britifh  cabinet  have  an  almoft  infuperaBle  rtv 
•fedance  to  admit  the  idea  of  the  independence  of  -rficilb 
:       '  United 
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^779*  United  States,  and  will  ufe  every  poflible  endeavour  to 
prevent  it :— That  they  have  filled  feveral  of  the  courts 
of  Europe  with  negotiations,  in  order  to  excite  them  to 
a  war  againft  France,  or  to  obtain  fuccours,  and  arc 
employing  the  moft  ftrenuous  endeavours  to  perfuadc 
the  feveral  powers,  that  the  United  States  are  difpofed 
to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommodation ;  that  many 
perfons  in  America  are  adlually  employed  in  bringing 
fuch  treaties  to  perfeftion  j  and  that  they  have  no  doubt 
of  their  fuccefs : — That  the  objefts  which  the  Britifli 
cabinet  hope  for  from  thefe  meafures  are,  to  deftroy  the 
iuperiority  which  France  has  now  at  fea,  by  diverting 
-her  powers  and  refources  from  naval  to  land  operations, 
and  by  engaging  her  in  a  land  war,  where  Jfhe  muft 
xifk  very  important  interefts,  while  England  would  rifk 
nothing  but  money ;  or  to  break  or  weaken  the  alliance 
by  deftroying  the  confidence,  which  the  allies  ought  to 
have  in  each  other :— -That  his  moft  chjriiHan  mzjt&j 
gives  no  credit  to  the  fuggeftions  of  Britain  relative  to 
the  difpofitions  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it  is  nc* 
ceffary  that  meafures  be  taken  for  the  preventing  of 
other  powers  from  being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them : 
•—That  the  negotiation  of  Britain,  as  far  as  could  yet 
be  learned,  had  not  fucceeded : — That  the  diijpofitions 
of  all  the  European  powers  are,  as  far  as  can  be  known, 
very  friendly  to  France,  but  fome  of  dicm  may  4>e  en- 
gaged in  fecret  treaties  with  Britain,-  which  may  obligie 
them  in  fome  event  to  affift  her  with  troops,  even  againft 
their  inclinations  j — That  fuch  event  may  arife,  and  tf 
it  fhould,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an  armed  me- 
diation, the  confequences  of  which  would  be,  that  the 
allies  muft  accept  of  the  terms  propofed  by  the  medi* 

ation. 
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ation,  or  continue  the  waf  under  the  diftdvantages  of  1779. 
having  the  forces  of  the  mediator  united  with  thofe  of 
their  enemies : — That  in  fuch  event,  it  is  poffible  the 
terms  propofed  will  be  fuch  as  Spain  offered,  and  Bri- 
tain   rejeded  on  the  laft   propofed  mediation: — That 
though  the  powers,  who  may  be  under  fuch  engagements 
by  treaties  to  Great  Britain,  from  their  friendly  dilpofi- 
tion  toward  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  may  be  very  un- 
willing to  give  affiftance  to  his  enemies,  yet  they  may 
find  it  indifpenfably  neceflary  in  compliance  with  their 
engagements :  but  it  is  not  improbable  that  their  reluc- 
tance, or  the  diftance  of  their  dominions>  may  delay 
fuch  afliftance,  if  granted  at  all,  fo  as  to  be  too  late  for 
the  next  campaign  : — That  ftiould  the  enemy  be  in  pof- 
feffion  of  any  part  of  the  United  States  at  the  clofe  of 
tlie  next  campaign,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  Great 
Britain  to  acknowledge  their  independence ;    and  if  a 
mediation  fhould  be  offered  while  the  enemy  are  in  pof- 
feffion   of  any  part,   an  impartial  mediator  could  not 
eafily  refute  the  arguments  which  might  be  ufed  for  his 
retaining  fuch  pofTeffions  j  and  probably  a  mediator  well 
difpofed  toward  Great  Britain  might  infift  on  her  hold- 
ing  them,  and  if  not  agreed  toi  the  hoftility  of  fucfi 
mediator  would  be  the  neceffary  confequence :— That 
fhould  Great  Britain  form  fuch  alliances,    or  procure 
fuch  aids  as  are  the  objefts  of  her  prefent  negotiations^, 
there  will  be  every  reafon  to  fear  a  long  and  an  obfii-*, 
nate  war,  whereof  the  final  event  may  be.  doubtful :— .. 
That  the  view  of  affairs  plainly  points  out,  the  necef^ 
fity  for  the  greateft  poffible  vigor  in  the  operations  of- 
the  next  campaign,  in  order  to  difpdTefs'  tlie  enemy^ 
of  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and  to  put  them  in 
Vol.  III.  Z  condi- 
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'779-  condition  to  treat  of  peace  and  accept  of  mediationt 
with  the  greateft  advantage  j  and  the  preparatrons  for  it 
ought  to  be  asfpeedy  and  as  cfFcftual  as  poffible : — That 
France  and  Spain  are  prepared  to  make  a  very  powcr- 
ftil  diverfion,  and  will  exert  themfelves  moft  ftrcnuoufly 
for  preferving  their  ©aval  fuperiority,  and  for  employing 
the  powers  of  the  enemy  in  Europe  and  the  Weft  Indies. 
—The  minifter  declared  as  from  hinifelf— That  he 
doubted  not  but  hrs  moft  chriftian  majefty  will  Ipare 
fomc  fhips  to  the  United  States,  if  if  can  be  done  with- 
out endangering  his  fuperiority  at  fea,  and  that  an  ap- 
plication made  to  the  minifter  in  form  is  more  eligible 
than  to  the  king;  becaufe  it  would  give  his  m^cfty 
great  pain  to  refufe  the  requeft,  though  he  might  be  in 
no  condiiian  tp  grant  it : — That  at  all  event*  applies 
JtiaaUi  be  prepared  on  a  (uppofition  that  the  fhips  will 
jbc  granted,  and  fuch  fupplies-fhould  be  put  hito  the 
hands  of  the  agent  for  the  marine  of  France,  and  be 
confidered  as  the  king's  property. — He  defires  to  be  in- 
:  formed,  as  far  as  congrefs  deem  proper,  what  force  the 
United  States  can  bring  into  the  field  the  neixt  campaign  ? 
On  what  refources  they  rely  for  their  mainteAance  and 
neceffary  appointments,  and  what  fhall  be  the  general 
jdan  of  the  campaign,  on  fuppofition  either  of  having 
oirnot  having  the  aidof  ihips  of  war  ?— He  gives  it  as  his 
G|pinion,  that  an  application  for  clothing  may  be  made 
to  his  moft  chriftian  majefty  with  profpeft  df  fiiccefs ; 
and  although  meafures  have  been  t;dcen  for  lending  arms 
and  warlike  ftofes  to  America,  yet  it  would  be  prudent 
in  congrefs  not  to  negleft  any  other  means  for  procuring 
either  thofe  fupplies,  or  fupplies  of  clothing. 


Coogrefs  to  promote  oeconomy  in  purchafes  of  Amc^  ^119* 
tican  produce,  refolvcd  on  the  I4tli  of  December,  to 
call  upon  the  ftatcs  for  the  heteffary  fupplies,  for  which 
they  are  to  be  credited  at  equal  prices  for  articles  of  the 
fame  quality  and  kind,  ajad  for  others  which  they  may 
furnifh  in  due  proportion* 

I  fhall  conclude  with  mentioning  in  a  general  way, 
that  the  American  cruiiers  have  continued  to  be  very 
fuccefsful  :*-»And  that  about  the  middle  of  September, 
the  French  plenipotentiary,,  in  a  converfation  with  gep. 
Wafhjngton  mentioned,  that  though  Spain  had  been  all 
along  well  difpofed  to  t^e  revolution^  fhe  had  entered 
relu6tantly  into  the  war,  and  had  not  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  the  United  States  s  and  that  Franqe 
defired  to  engage  Spain  more  firmly  in  their  int€refl:$, 
by  a  mark  of  their  good  will  to  her.  [The  mark  in  view 
is  the  lands  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  Miffiflippi ;  which 
is  an  affair  that  the  general  leayes  to  the  wii^gni  gt 
congrefs.] 
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CONGRESS  refqlved,  <^  that  the  foUowing  an- 
fwcr  Iqie  given  to  the  communications  of  the  mi-  j^f* 
nifter  of  Franqe-*-That  congrefs  entertain  the  moft  $»• 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  iwwwtting  attention  given  to  the 

2^  2  intereHs    - 
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1780.  interefts  of  the  United  States  by  their  illuftrious  ally, 
and  confider  the  communications  made  to  them  by  his 
minifter  under  his  majefty's  fpecial  command,  as  equally 
wife  and  interefting: — That  the  confidence  which  they 
repofe  in  his  majeily,  in  confcquence  of  his  fo  genc- 
roufly  interefting  himfclf  in  the  affairs  of  thefe  United 
States,  and  of  die  wifdom  and  magnanimity  of  his  coun- 
cils, determine  them  to  give  the  moft  perfed:  informa- 
tion in  their  power  of  their  refources,  their  views  and 
their  expeftations :  That  to  this  end  xhey  ftate   as  fol- 
lows— That  the  United  States  have  expeftations,    on 
which  they  can  rely  with  confidence,  of  bringing'  into  the 
•;   field  neict  campaign  an  army  of  25,000  efFedtive  men, 
exclufive  of  commiflioned  officers: — That  this    army 
can  be  reinforced  by  militia,  fo  as  to  be  in  force  fuffi- 
cient  for  any  enter prife  againft  the  pofts  occupied  by  the 
I    enerhy  within  the  United  States  : — That  fupplies  of  pro- 
>vifi6n  for  the  army  in  its  greateft  number,  can  certainly 
be  obtained  within  the  United  States,  and  the  congrefi, 
with  the  co-operation  of  the  feveral  ftates,  can  take  cf- 
fe&ual  meafures  for  procuring  them  in  fuch  manner,  as 
that  no  operation  will  be  impeded :— That  provifions 
alfo  for  fuch  of  the  forces  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefty, 
as  maybe  employed  in  conjun6tion  or  co-operation  with 
thofe  of  the  United  States,  can  be  procured  under  the 
direftion  of  congrefs  j  and  fuch  provifions  ftiall  be  kid 
up -in  magazines,  agreeable  to  fuch  inftruftions  as  his 
majefty's  minifter  plenipotentiary  (hall  give;  and  the  ma- 
gazines (hall  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  agent  of 
the  marine  of  France : — That  congrefs  rely  on  the  con- 
tributions of  the  ftates  by  taxes,  and  on  nionics  to  be 
railed  by  internal  loans  for  the  pay  of  the  army  >-^That 

fup- 
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fupplies  of  clorhirg,  of  tents,  of  .arms  and  warlike  vvSo, 
{lores,  muft  be  principally  obtained  from  foreign  na- 
tions, and  the  United  States  muft  rely  chiefly  on  the  af- 
fiftance  of  their  ally  for  them ;  but  every  other  mean 
for  procuring  them  is  already  taken,  and  will  be  profe- 
ciited  with  the  greateft  diligence: — That  the  United 
States,  with  the  affiftance  of  .a  competent  naval  force, 
would  willingly,  during  the  next  campaign,  carry  on  the 
IT  oft  vigorous  often  five  operations  againft  the  enemy  in 
all  the  pofts  occupied  by  them  within  the  United  States^' 
— That  without  fuch  naval  force,  litde  more  can  be  at- 
tempted by  them,  than  ftraitening  the  quarters  of  the 
enemy,  and  covering  the  interior  parts  of  the  country  :  \r  - 
— That  their  forces  muft  be  difpofed  in  fuch  manner  ** 
as  to  oppofe  the  enemy  with  greateft  effeft,  wherefoever 
their  moft  confiderable  operations  may  be  direfted  :-^ 
That  at  prefent  the  Ibuthern  ftates  feem  to  be  their  prir^ 
cipal  objeft ;  and  their  defign,  to  eftaWifti  themfelves  in 
one  or  more  of  them  :  but  their  fuperiority  at  fea  over 
tiie  United  States,  enables  them  to  change  their  objeft 
and  operations  with  great  facility,  while  thofe  of  the 
United  States  are  rendered  difficult  by  the  great  extent 
of  country  they  have  to  defend :— That  congrefs  ace 
happy  to  find  that  his  moft  chriftian  majefly  gives  no 
credit  to  the  fuggeftions  of  the  Bntifli  cabinet,  relative 
to  the  difpofitions  of  t;he  United  States,  or  ^ny  of  them, 
to  enter  into  treaties  of  accommodation  with  Great  Bri- 
tain ;  and  wifh  his  majefty  and  all  t{ie  powers  of  Europe 
to  be  affured,  that  fuch  fuggeftion?  are  infidious  and 
without  foundation  -.—That  it  will  appear  by  the  cou- 
ftitutions  and  other  public  ^fts  of  the  feveraj  ftates,  tliat 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,   poffeff?d  of  arms, 

Z  3  pof. 
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*7^'poffcfled  of  freedom,   poflefre4  of  poHtic^  J>ower  to 
create  and  direft  their  magiftratcs  as  they  think  proper, 
arc  united  in  their  determinations,  to  feairc  to  themfelyes 
tad  their  pofterity  thje  bleffings  of  liberty,  by  flipporting 
the  independence  of  their  govcrnnnents,  and  obfcrying 
their  treaties  and  public  jengagements  with  immoveable 
firmnefs  and  fidelity;  and  dv;  congrefe  affure  his  ma^ 
jcfty,  thaf  fliould  any  individual  in  America  be  found 
bafc  enough  to  fiipw  the  leaft  dilpofirion  for  perfuading 
the  people  to  the  contrary,  fijch  ipdiyfdwal  would  in^ 
■flantly  lofe  all  power  of  effcdking  his  purpofcj  by  forfeit- 
ing  the  confidence  and  efteem  of  the  people/' 
Feb.      The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communir 
*•     cations  fi'om  the  minifter  of  France,  reported,  that  on 
irheir  fecond  conference,  he  communicated  to  diemrrr 
**  Thiait  his  moft  chriftian  maj.cfty  being  informed  df  the 
Appointment  of  a  minifter  plenipotentiary,  to  treat  of 
"an  alliance  betwpen  the  Unitpd  States  and  his  catholic 
rnajefty,  had  fignified  to  his  nirnifter  plenipotentiary  to  thefc 
TLJnited  States,  that  he  wiflies  moft  eamcftly  for  fbch  an 
alliance,  jand  in  order  to  make  the  way  thereto  riwrc 
,eafy,  commanded  hip  to  communicate  to  congrefs  cer- 
tain articles,  which  his  catholic  rnajefty  d^ms  of  great 
importance  to  the  interefts  of  his  crown,  and  on  which 
it  is  highly  njbceflary  that  thefc  United  States  explain 
themfelves  with  fuch  pfecifion  and  moderation  as  may 
confift  with  their  eflCentigl  rights :-— That  the  articles  are, 
J.  a  prccife   apd  invariable  boundary  to  the  United 
States--^,  the  exclufiye  navigation  of  the  river  MiflMippl 
—3.  the  poffeflion  of  the  Floridasi*-^.  the  lands  on  the 
left  or  eaftern  fide  of  the  Miffiffippi  -.—That  On  die'  ift 
amckj,  it  is  the  idea  of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid^  diat^tfae 

United 
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United  States  extend  to  the  weftward  no  further  thanfJ*^* 
the  fettlements  were  permitted  by  the  royal  proclama- 
tion, beai;i^g  date  the        day  of  1 763 :  That.on 
the  ad,  the  United  States  do  not  confider  themfelves  as 
having  right  to  navigate  the  river  Miffiflippi,  no  territory 
belonging  to  them  being  fituate  thereon:  That  on  the 
3d,  it  is  probable  the  king  of  Spain  will  conquer  the 
Floridas  during  the  courfe  of  the  prcfent  war,  and  in 
fuch  event  every  caufe  of  difputc  relative  thereto,  be- 
tween Spain  and  thefe  United  States,  ought  to  be  re- 
moved :  That  on  the  4tb,  the  lands  lying  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  Mifliflippi,   whereon  the  fettlements  were 
prohibited  by  the  {aid  proclamation,  are  pofleffions  of 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  proper  objects  againft 
which  the  arms  of  Spain  may  be  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  making  a  permanent  conqueft  for  the  Spajufh 
crown ;  that  fuch  conqueft  may  be  made  .probably  dur- 
ing the  prefent  war ;  that  therefore  it  would  be  advifable 
to  reftrain  the  fouthern  ftates  from  .making  any  fettle^ 
ments  or  conquefts  in  thefe  territories  :  that  .the  councij 
of  Madrid  confider  the  United  States  as  having  np 
claims  to  thefe  territories,  cither  as  not  having;  had  pof- 
feffion  of  them  before  the  prefent  war,  or  not- haying  any 
foundation  for  a  claim  in  the  right  of  the  ibvercign  of 
Great  Britain,  whofe  dominion  they  have  abjiifcd:-** 
That  his  moft  chriftian  majefty,  united  to  =^  catholic 
king  by  blood,  and  by  the  ftri6teft  allianpe^,  and  united 
with  thefe  ftates  in  treaties :  of  .alli^nc^,  andf^eliqg,  toh- 
ward  them  dilpofitions  of  the  mpft,  ,perfe&  friexv^ihip,  is  : 
^ceedingly  deCrous  of  conciliating  between  hi§  ^holic  i 
majefty  and  the  United  States  the  moft  bapjjf  wd  laft- 
ing  frierjdfliip  -.—That  the  Unit?jJ.$j4t;es  jpj^  X^pofc  the  ; 
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i78o.utmoft  confidence  in  his  good  will  to  their  intercfts,  and 

in  the  juftice  and  liberality  of  his  cathdic  niajefly : — and 

j  That  he  cannot  deem  the  revolution  which  has  fet  up 

i   the  independence  of  thefe  United  States,    as  paft  all 

I    danger  of  unfavorable  events,  until  his  catholic  majefly 

and  the  faid  dates  (hall  be  eftablifhed  on  thofe  terms  of 

confidence  and  anaity,  which  are  the  objefts  of  his  moft 

chriftian  majefty's  very  earned  wifhes." 

The  information  you  are  now  entering  upon,^  may  ap- 
pear fingular  after  reading  the  anfwer  of  congrefs  to  the 
minider  of  France,  on  the  article  of  provifion.  In  the 
imiddle  of  December,  a  part  of  gen.  Wafliington's* 
army  was  feveral  days  without  bread ;  and  for  the  reft 
he  had  not,  either  on  the  fpot  or  within  reach,  a  fbpply 
fufficient  for  four  days.  Reckoning  back  from  January 
i.  the  8  th,  and  both  officers  and  men  were  almoft  perifh- 
ing  through  want  for  a  fortnight.  The  deficiency  pro^ 
ceeded  frOm  the  abfolute  emptinefs  of  the  American 
magazines  in  every  place,  and  the  total  want  of  money 
or  credit  to  replenifh  them.  So  that  the  general  was 
obliged  to  call  upon  the  magidrates  of  the  Jerfey  ftate ; 
to  expofe  his  fituation  to  them ;  and  to  declare  in  plain 
terms,  that  he  and  his  army  were  reduced  to  the  alter- 
native of  dift>anding  or  catering  for  themfelves,  unlefs 
the  inhabitants  would  afford  them  aid.  He  allotted  to 
each  county  a  certain  proportion  of  flour  or  grain,  and 
a  certain  number  of  cattle  to  be  delivered  on  certain 
days.  To  the  honor  of  the  magidrates  and  the  good 
difpofition  of  the  people,  be  it  added,  that  his  rcquifi- 
tions  were  punftually  complied  with,  and  in  many  coun- 
ties exceeded.  Nothing  but  this  great  and  patriotic 
exertion,  which  claims  the  particular  confidcraUoh,  and 

the 
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the  warmeft  acknowledgments  of  the  public,  could  have  ^7^oi 
faved  the  army  from  diffolution  or  ftarving,  is  the  troops 
were  bereft  of  every  hope  from  the  commifiaries.     At  ■ 
one  time  the  foldiers  eat  every  kind  of  horfe  food  but  j 
hay :  buck  wheat,  common  wheat,  rye  and  Indian  corn>  i 
formed  the  compofition  of  the  meal  that  made  theip  ; 
bread.     As  an  army  they  bore  it  with  heroic  patience  r  I 
but  fuch  fufferings,  accompanied  with  the  want  of  clothes,' ; 
blankets,  &c.  produced  frequent  drfertions,  though  not  • 
a  fingle  mutiny  *.     Would  you  have  expefted,  that  the      ' 
commander  in  chief  fhould  have  been  undef  the  neceffity 
of  inferting  in  general  orders  of  January  the  29th— ^ 
"  The  general  is  aftonifhed  and  mortified,  that  notwitfi- 
ftanding  the  laft  order,  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  camp  are  abfolutely  a  prey  to  the  plundering  and 
licentious  fpirit  of  the  foldiery.     From  daily  complaintsi 
and  a  formal  reprefentation  of  the  magiftrates,  a  night 
fcarccly  pafles  without  gangs  of  foldiers  going  out  of 
camp,  and  committing  every  Ipecies  of  robbery,  depre- 
dation, and  the  grofleft  perfonal  infults.     Thefe  violences 
are  committed  on  the  property  and  perfons  of  thofe, 
who,  on  a  very  late  alarming  occafion  for  the  want  of  • 
provifion,    manifefted  the  warmeft  attachment   to  the 
army,  by  affording  it  the  moft  generous  ahd  plentiful 
relief." 

Congrefs  have  given  the  public  a  ftate  pf  the  expen- 
ditures for  the  laft  year.  The  fums  advanced  to  ex- 
change bills  of  the  emiffions  of  May  20,  1777,  and 
April  II,  1778,  were  15,321,897  ^  dollars.*  No  mere 
than  five  millions  are  fpecified  in  their  journals  for  each 
of  fuch  dates.     There  muft  therefore  have  been  iflircd 

*  Ge^c^al  Wa(hingt(xx's  letters  of  January  and  February.  '  •  * 

from 
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*7^-  from  their  own  preffes  more  than  five  millions  and  a  half 
beyond  what  was  fpecified,  or  their  agents  who  were  to 
exchange  the  genuine  ones,  had  not  the  means  of  de- 
tefting  the  counterfeits;  the  laft  is  fcarce  conceivable. 
They  have  alfo  fetded  a  fmall  penfion  on  an  Elizabeth 
Bengin,  late  an  inhabitant  of  New  York,  who  was  in-  | 
defatigable  in  relieving  the  American  prilbners,  and  in 
facilitadng  their  efcape.  The  Britilh  at  length  fuipe£ted| 
or  had  proof  of  her  condu£b,  and  fent  a  party  to  fecure 
her.  She  begged  leave  to  drefs  herfelf  before  fhe  was 
carried  to  the  commander,  and  withdrew  to  an  adjoin- 
ing room,  from  whence  fhe  made  her  efcape  to  a  fricndj 
and  lay  fecreted  till  an  cg^portunity  offered  of  quitting 
the  city.  She  had  a  trufty  waterman  adting  in  confort 
with  her,  who  in  dark  nights  fafely  conveyed  away  by 
the  help  of  muffled  oars,  the  officers  and  privates  whom 
her  friendftiip  had  concealed.  When  Ihc  had  gotten 
clear  off,  her  circumltanccs  were  fo  diftreffmg,  that  gen. 
Wafhington  hearing  of  it,  and  knowing  the  part  ihc 
had  taken,  and  the  riik  ihe  had  run,  recommended  her 
to  congrefs. 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  expedition  to  South  Carolina  is  next 
^obc  confidered.  Though  the  fleet  and  convoy  failed 
from  New  York  on  the  26th  of  December,  they  did 
not  arrive  at  Sayannah  till  the  end  of  January.  The 
•voyage  was  alfo  very  unprofperous.  Through  the  tcm- 
pcftuoufnefs  of  the  weather,  great  mifchief  was  done 
among  the  tranfports  and  vidhiallers.  Several  were  loft, 
fodiers  damaged,  and  a  few  taken  by  the  Americans. 
An  ordnance  fhip  went  down  with  all  her  ftores  j  and 
•moft  of  the  horfes,  whether  for  draught,  or  appertaining 
tQ  the  cavaby^  were  Iqft.    Various  delays  prevented,  fo 

that 


AM!Bltt>CAN      1BL?V0LUTI0  1J.  ^47 

that  the  troops  did  nbt  land  before  the  i  rth  of  Febrtray,  t^. 
on  the  fouth  part  6f  John*s  ifland,  about  30  miles  diftant  ^^ 
from  Charleftown.    A  weel^  be&>re,  gen,  iLincoln  had 
difpatched  lieut.  col.  Tcmant  tp  riie  Hayannah,  with    - 
folicitations  to  the  Spanifh  governor  to  contribntc  hk 
afliftance  againft  the  Britifli,     The  cotonel  was  autho-    \, 
^ized  to  promi^  2000  liicn  io  co-operate  with  the  Spa^- 
niards  in  reducing  St.  Auguftinc,  if  they  would  lendti 
fufEcient  force  of  fhips  and  troops  for  the  defence  of    ] 
Charleftown.     The  South  C^olina  aflembly  was  fitting 
when  the  Britilh  landed,  and  dircflly  delegated,  tiH  ten    •. 
days  after  the  next  ieiTion;  to  "gcrv.  Rudec^,  and  fuch  of 
his  council  as  he  could  corjiycniedtly  confidt,  a  power  to  \ 
do  every  thing  ne^effary  fpr  the  ptlblic  good,  except  the    1 
taking  away  the  life  of  ^,  citizen  without  a  leg^trial;   / 
and  then  adjourned.    Titc^yemorimmediately  ordered 
the  militia  to  rendervoys.    Though  the  neceffity  iwasi   \ 
great,  few  obeye4  Jthe  prefling  call.    4-  proclamation    \ 
was  foon  iffued,  rjcquiring  thie  niilipa  thiat  were  rqgukrly 
draughted,  and  all  the  iphal^tahts  iknd  owners  of  pro- 
perty in  the  town,  to  repah*  to  the  American  flandard,     \ 
and  join  the  garrifon  without  delay,  ytn^r  pain  of  awi-     \ 
fifcation.    This  feyere  meafure  produced  little  -effeft.      ) 
The  country  was  igready  dilpirited,  tjhroi^gh  the  jiepulfe 
at  Savannah  the  preceding  OQxiber,  and  the  -high :idcas 
which  that  had  produced  of tbBpowerofBrkaih;andhai 
Sir  H.  Clinton  puftled  at  once  for  die  town,  he  would 
probably  have  pofiefied  himfeif  of  it  mferar  days  after 
landing :  Jbut  his  caution  put  him  up(»i  proceedii^' b^/a 
regular  attack.    ^Previous  to  the  debarication  -of  his 
troops,  he  had  taken  cire  to  lunre  tfaif  harbour  iilbcked 
Mp,  fo  that  had  the  ^Amcncans  ietacuatfed  dte  )^ace, 

they 
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.«7^Q'  they  niuft  have  given  up  not  only  their  Ihips,  but  their 
baggage,  field  artillery  and  ftores,  as  they  could  hot  have 
procured  a  number  of  waggons  fufficient  for  the  tranfporta- 
tion  of  the  fame.  It  was  the  wifh  of  the  inhabitants  to  fave 
their  capital,  and  they  were  in  hopes  of  effediing  it.  Gen. 
Lincoln  was  defirous  of  their  being  gratified,  andafted  ac- 
cordingly. Though  he  had  then  but  about  1 400  continen- 
tals'fit  for  duty,  including  thofe  of  South  Carolina,  North 
Carolina  and  Virginia,  together  with  about  1000  North 
Carolina  militia ;  yet  as  he  had  been  affured  of  fuccours 
to  complete  his  force  to  near  10,000,  he  prpmifed  him- 
fclf,  that  when  further  oppofition  could  no  longer  avail, 
an  evacuation  would  be  prafticable.  The  apparent  dc- 
fign  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  rifk  nothing,  induced  him 
to  proceed  flowly.  He  formed  a  depot  on  James  ifland, 
and  eredted  fortifications  there  and  on'  the  main,  oppofite 

« -     to  the  fouthem  and  wcfterh  extremities  of  the  town.     On 

Mar.  *  .  . 

29*  the  a9th  of  March,  his  grenadiers,  light  troops,  and  twp 

battalions  of  infantry,  croffed  Afhley  river :  and  on  the 
next  day  appeared  before  the  American  lines,  and  en- 
camped about  3000  yards  in  front  of  them.  The  works 
thrown  up  in  the  fpring  of  1779,  ^^^  ^^"  ftrengthened 
and  extended  :  and  lines  of  defence  and  redoubts  con- 
tinued acrofs  Charleftown  neck  from  Cooper  to  Aflilcy 
I  river.  Gen.  Lincoln  had  early  preffed  upon  the  ftate, 
,  the  certainty  of  an  intended  invafion,  and  the  neceflity 
of  ftrenuous  and  timely  exertions  to  provide  againft  it. 
He  ever  turned  out  himfelf,  not  only  to  aflift  on  the 
works,  but  to  fet  an  example  of  icmulation,  that  no  one 
might  think  it  beneath  him  to  give  his  affiftancc.  This 
was  his  conftant  pradicc,  going  out  with  the  foremqft 
in  the  morning,  and  returning  with  the  laft  in  thfe  cyco- 
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ing;  until  the  near  approach  of  the  enemy  called  him  n^o. 
to  other  dutiles.  In  front  of  the  lines  was  a  ftrong  ab- 
batis,  and  a  wet  ditch  picquetted  on  the  neareft  Tide. 
Between  the  abbatis  and  the  lines,  deep  holes  were  dug 
at  fhort  diftances  from  each  other.  The  lines  were 
made  particularly  ftrong  on  the  right  and  left,; and  {o 
conftruded  as  to  rake  the  wet  ditch,  in  almoft  its  whole 
extent.  In  the  centre  a  ftrOng  citadel  was  erefted. 
Works  were  thrown  up  on  all  fides  of  the  town  where  a 
landing  was  prafticable.  That  gen.  Lincoln  did  not 
oppofe  the  enemy's  croffing  the  river,  was  owing  to  his 
not  having  fufRcient  force  j  his  whole  ftrcngth  at  that 
time  amounted  only  to  2225,  befide  the  failors.  in  the 
batteries.  It  was  found  upon  examination,  that  the  Ihips  • 
meant  for  the  defence  of  Charleftown,  could  not  poffibly 
be  fo  ftationed  as  to  defend  the  bar;  and  that  the  enemy, 
with  a  leading  eafterly  wind  and  flood  making  in,,  would 
enter  the  harbour,  and  under  full  fail,  pafs  the  conti- 
nental frigates  lying  in  Five  Fathom  Hole.  Commodore 
Whipple  therefore,  with  his  fmall  fleet,  confifting  of  the 
Bricole  of  44  guns,  the  Providence  and  Bofton  each  of 
32,  the  Queen  of  France  of  28,  L'Avanture  and  the 
Truite  each  of  26,  the  Ranger  and  brig  Gen.  Lincoln 
each  of  20,  and  the  brig  Notre.  Dame  of  16  guns, 
abandoned  the  defence  of  the  bar, .  and  retreated  to  fort 
Moultrie.  On  the  20th  of  March,  adm.  Arbuthnot, 
with  the  Renown  of  5.Q  guns,  the.  Romulus  and  Roe- 
buck each  of  44,  the  Richmond,  Le  Blonde  md 
Raleigh  each  of  32,  arid  die  Sandwich  armed  fbips, 
crofled  the  bar  in  front  of  Rebellion  road,  and, anchored 
in  Five  Fathom  Hole.  The  American  fleet  retreated 
to  Charleftown :  and  the  crews  and  guns  of  all  the  vcfleU, 

except 
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rT^a*  except  the  Ranger^  were  put  on  Ihore  to  reit^focce  th4 
hut€;ms.    An  inquiry  fliould  have  be^n  made  beforf 
the  Britifli  fleet  appeared  off  the  hafbour,  whedier  th^ 
American  fhips  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  6i£^ 
covery  of  their  incapability,  they  fhould  have  been  fent 
away  tn  time.    When  the  captains  and  pilots,  in  their 
joint  letter  of  February  the  2j.th  to  gen*  Lincoln,  af^ 
figned  fuch  incapability  as  a  leafi^n  for  their  abandoning 
die  defence  of  it^  the  refolution  ihould  have  been  taken 
to  evacuate  Charkftown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 
country,   and  there  wait  for  reinforcements,  without 
running  the  rifk  of  being  connpletely  invefted  by  the 
enemy. 
April      ^^  appeared  that  the  Britifh  had  broken  ground  in 
'•      £sveral  places  about  iioq  yards  in  fix>nt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.   Though  the  Hnes  were  no  more  than  field  workst 
yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  reipe6Uiri 
homage  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 
Ae  greateft  circumfpe£tion«    By  the   loth,  the  firfi^ 
parallel  was  completed,  and  diredly  upon  it  the  town 
I  was  fummoned  to  forrender  without  eflfefb.    The  iam^ 
I  day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  WoodfcMrd>  who  hid 
I  marched  500  miks  in  28  days,  arrived  in  Charieftowa* 
But  while  the  fiege  was  pending,  near  the  fame  nuttd^er 
of  North  Carolina  militia,  quitted  die  lines  and  went  ofl^ 
the  time  of  their  fervice  being  expu*eA    The  day  before 
the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthnpt  weighed  anchor,  mi 
taking  advantage  of  a  fh-ong  fouthe/ty  wind  and  flawing^ 
tide,  pafifed  fort  Moultrie  s  which  kept  up  a  brilk  m4 
fevere  fire  on  the  fbips  in  their  pafiage,  and  did  d)em 
ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  w(»inding  27  feamea^ 
A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  b^  die  cre«^ 

The 
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The  royal  fleet  anchored  within  long  fliot  of  the  town  rTte 
batteries.  To  prevent  the  Alps  miming  tip  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  linear 
eleven  veflels  were  ftink  in  the  channel;  The  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftationed  fo  as  to  co-of«rate 
with  the  batteries  on  fliore,  in  defending  thefe  obfbuc- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed,  ve&h  thai  might  at* 
tempt  a  pafFage  through  Hog-ifland  channel.  . ' 

On  the  1 2th  the  BritiOi  opened  thek*  batteries^  and  H  la.  ^ 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  both  parties  until  the 
2oth,  when  their  fecond  parallel^  within  300  yards  of 
the  American  lines,  was  compfeted.  But  die  fire  of  the 
befiegers  was  fiir  fuperior  to  that  of  the  befieged*  Tfcc 
former  had  the  advantage  *of  21  mortars  and,royak$ 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  die  aotfr  dieir  lines  had 
fuftained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  the 
time  the  Britifh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rude<%e 
took  poft  in  die  country  between  the  Cooper  tod  the  - 
Santee  rivers  t  a  work  was  ordered  t&  be  thrown  up  on 
the  Wando^  nine  mSes  from  «8wn,  smd  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampriere's,  to  preierve  the  communication  whk 
the  country  by  water:  a  poft  was  alio  ordered  1^  a  ferty 
over  the  Santee,  to  collect  and  fecure  the  boats  necel&ry 
for  the  croHingover  o£the  expe6Mluecoiirswkhdilpaich, 
and  for  effefting  a  retreat  with  facilitf  when  req«ii^;    . 

For  a  few  moments  the  namtrre  muft  be  retrofpefiive; 
The  horfes  deftined  to  mount  die  Britxfii  cavalry  w«gre 
loft  on  the  paflage  from  New  York, ,  When  lieut,  cot* 
Tarleton  was  landed^  he  feon  obtained  a  frefli  fuppfy; 
and  having  mounted  his  cavalry,  joined  a  body  of  stent 
1000  men,  who  marched  through  the  country  from 
Savannah.  On  the  i8tk  of  Maircb  a  detachment  frem 
3  his 


rjSo;  except  the  Ranger>  were  put  on  ihore  to  reit^focce  thfi 
bute^dcs.    An  inquiry  fliould  haye  be^n  made  before 
the  Britifli  fleet  appeared  ofF  the  hafbour,  whedier  the 
American  fhips  cduld  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  dii^ 
coverjr  of  their  incapability,  they  fhould  have  been  fem: 
away  m  time*    When  the  captams  and  pilots,  in  th[eir 
joint  letter  of  February  the  27  th  to  gen*  Lincoln,  at 
figned  fuch  incapability  as  a  leafon  for  their  abandoning 
the  defence  of  it^  the  refolution  ihould  haye  been  taken 
tO'  evacuate  Charkftown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 
country,   and  there  wait  for  reinforcements,  without 
running  the  rifk  of  being  completely  invcfted  by  the 
enemy. 
April     It  appeared  that  the  Britifh  had  broken  grcHjnd  in 
'•      iSeveral  places  about  1 100  yards  in  fW>nt  of  the  Ameri- 
cas.   Though  the  Hnes  were  no  more  than  field  workst 
yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  refpedful 
homage  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 
Ae  greateft  circumfpe£tion«    By  the   16th,  the  firft 
por^l  was  completed,  and  diredly  upon  it  the  town 
was  fummoned  to  forrender  without  cflfeft.    The  feroc 
day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  Woodfcuxl>  wiio  hsd 
I  marched  500  miles  in  a 8  days,  airived  in  Charleftown^ 
Eut  while  the  fiege  was  pendmg,  near  the  fame  nuttdjer 
of  North  Carolina  militia,  quitted  die  lines  and  went  oi^ 
the  time  of  dieir  fervice  being  exph-eA    The  day  before 
the  fummons,  adm.  ArbuthnisM^  weighed  anchor^  mi 
taking  advantage  of  a  flrong  fouthe/ty  wind  and  flowiog 
tide,  pafled  fort  Moultrie  1  which  kept  up  a  brift  m$ 
fevere  &e  on  the  fhips  in  their  paflage,  and  did  thcta 
ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  wcwnding  27  feameiu 
A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  by  the  crefr^ 

The 
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The  royal  fleet  anchored  wirfiin  long  fhot  of  the  towrt  rTte 
battertes.  To  prevent  the  (hips  rumnng  tip  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  line*, 
eleven  veffek  were  fbnk  ir^  the  channel;  TTre  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftarioncd  lb  as  to  eo-o^Fate 
with  the  batteries  on  ihore,  in  defending  thcfe  obftrue- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed,  velfels  that  mig^  at- 
tempt a  paffage  through  Hog-ifland  channeL  . ' 

On  the  1 2th  the  Br itilh  opened  thek*  battej^,  and  til  tu . 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  bo€h  pardes  wntil  th« 
2oth,  when  their  fecond  para&el>  mthin  300  yards  of 
the  AnTxcrican  lines,  was  completed.  But  the  fire  of  the 
befiegers  was  far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  befieged.  Tfcc 
former  had  the  advantage  "of  21  mortars  atid.royak; 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  aotfr  their  fines  had 
fuftained  great  dannagc  to  niany  places.  About  tfce 
time  the  Bririfh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rutledge 
took  poft  in  the  country  between  the  Cooper  tad  the  • 
Santee  river$t  a  work  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  ij{)  oci 
the  Wando>  nine  mSes  fronrt  tewn,  smd  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampricre's,  to  fwreferve  the  communication  with 
the  country  by  wat^:  a  poft  was  alfo  ordered  z/t  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  coUedl  and  fecure  the  boats  aeceffiury 
for  the  croffingover  o£the  expeA6dlbeceurswith<iti(patch, 
and  for  effefting  a  retreat  with  facility  when  reqmfite; 

For  a  few  moments  die  narmcrre  muft  be  retroipcflive; 
The  horfes  deftined  to  moisnt  the  Britsfti  cavalry  vftrc 
loft  on  the  paffage  from  New  York. ,  When  lieut,  cof 
Tarleton  was  landed^  he  feon  obtained  a  fi^fhiupj^j 
and  having  rnounted  his  c»valry,  jpioed  a  body  of  sdhkmt 
1000  men,  who  marched  through  the  country  fitmi 
Savannah.  On  the  iSck  of  Mar^  a  detachmett  irem 
3  his 
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m  aoc  Wfan  tfe  capow  jod  pOocs,  m 
\ma  €i  Fdmnrf  die  rph  »  gou  Tincwfaj  ai^ 
igpcd  fiich  incjpsdbi&ff  as  a  icaftMi  fer  tfacir  abaudeni^ 
the  ddbior  of  k^  the  rrfbJDtioii  flMwid  hare  bcca  taken 
faevacoatc  GaAtSumu,  md  w  icticat  ion  ^opcs 
€ommj,  aad  dmr  wak  ibr  tciiifiin»iicots»  vidiout 
fMfiicg  the  rifk  of  btiag;  compktdf  invcflcd  bf  the 

jl^     k  appeared  tfaar  the  BrkHh  had  farokeii  gmmdi  v 

''      Cnreial  fdaces  abooc  I  joo  yards  in  60m  of  the  AiDcn- 

caM.    Though  die  luies  vere  no  niore  than  ficU  iioriu^ 

ytt  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  vidi  the  reQKQfol 

homage  of  dnee  pfltfalleky  and  made  his  advances  wdi 

tfie  greateft  ciiaunfpeftion.    By  the  loch,  the  tdt 

parallel  was  completed^  and  diteftly  upoa  ir  die  town 

.  wu  ibmmoned  to  ^mender  mthout  efied.    The  h$o€ 

I  (by  700  conttnentalfy  under  gen.  Woodfivd»  ndio  Ud 

'*■  marched  500  miles  in  28  days,  anived  m  Charkftova^ 

iBiic  while  the  fiege  was  pending,  near  die  fame  num^ 

of  Nordi  Cardina  militia,  quitted  the  lines  and  went  oi^ 

the  time  of  their  fervice  beii^  ex{»red«    The  day  befixv 

the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthnoc  weigfied  anchor,  wd 

taking  advantage  of  a  ftrong  fouthejiy  wind  and  flowing 

tide,  pafled  fort  Moultrie;  which  kept  up  a  hrifl^an^ 

ievere  fire  on  the  ihsps  in  their  paflag^  and  did  them 

ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  wounding  27  6amen# 

A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  by  the  crewv 

The 
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The  royal  fleet  anchored  within  long  Ihot  of  the  town  17^3^ 
batteries.  To  prevent  the  Ihips  running  np  Cooper 
river,  from  which  tliey  might  have  enfiladed  the  lines^ 
eleven  veflels  were  funk  in  the  channel;  The  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  flrationed  fb  as  to  eo-o^ratc 
with  the  batteries  on  fhore,  in  defending  thefe  obflruc- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed  veflels  that  might  at- 
tempt a  paflage  through  Hog-ifland  channel.  . ' 

On  the  1 2th  the  Britifh  opened  their  batteries,  and  t  i«. . 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  boch  parties  until  th« 
20th,  when  their  fecond  parallel,  within  300  yards  of 
the  American  lines,  was  completed.  But  the  fire  of  die 
befiegers  was  far  fuperior  to  diat  of  the  befieged.  Tfce 
former  had  the  advantage  of  2 1  mortars  and .  royals  j 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  aoth  their  lines  had 
fuftained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  the 
time  the  Britilh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rutledge 
took  poft  in  the  country  between  riie  Cooper  and  the  1 
Santee  rivers  t  a  wwk  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  on  ' 
the  Wanda,  nine  miles  from  town,  and  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampricre's,  to  prefervc  the  communication  with 
the  country  by  water:  a  poft  was  alfo  ordered  at  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  colkft  and  fecure  the  boats  neceflary 
for  the  crofllngover  of  the  expeftedfiiecourswithdilpatch^ 
and  for  effefting  a  retreat  with  facility  when  recjuifite; 

For  a  few  moments  the  narrative  muft  be  rctrofpcftiv^. 
The  horfes  deftined  to  mount  the  British  cavalry  were 
loft  on  the  paflage  fi*om  New  York.  When  lieut.  col*/ 
Tarleton  was  landed,  he  foon  obtained  a  fi^fli  fupjdyj  f 
and  having  mounted  his  cavalry,  joined  a  body  of  about 
1000  men,  who  marched  through  the  country  from 
Savannah.  On  the  iSth  of  March  a  detachment  ^em 
3  his 
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r;^.  except  the  Ranger^  were  put  on  {here  to  rei^focce  thfi 

tuutciides.    An  inquiry  fiiould  haye  be^n  made  b^for^ 

the  Britiih  fleet  appeared  ofF  the  harbour,  whediqr  the 

American  ihips  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  dii^ 

covery  of  their  incapability,  they  (hould  have  been  feni: 

away  m  time.    When  the  captains  and  pilots,  in  their 

joint  letter  of  February  the  27th  to  gen*  Lincoln,  af* 

figned  fuch  incapability  as  a  reafi>n  for  their  abandoning 

the  defence  of  it^  the  refolution  ihould  haye  been  taken 

to  evacuate  Charkftown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 

country^   and  there  wak  fpr  reinforcements^   without 

running  the  rifk  of  being  completely  iavcfted  by  the 

enemy. 

April     ^^  appeared  that  the  Britifh  had  broken  ground  in 

'•      feveral  places  about  iioo  yards  in  fixMit  of  the  Ameri- 

c^a^    Though  the  lines  were  no  more  than  field  works^ 

yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  reipeftfirf 

homage  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 

Ae  greateft  circumfpedkMi.    By  the   loth,  the  firft; 

por^kl  was  completed,  and  diredly  upon  it  the  town 

I  was  fummcHied  to  Surrender  without  c&£L    The  iaroc 

I  day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  Woodfcux!>  wJio  hsd 

I  marched  500  miks  in  128  days,  airiycd  in  Charieftown* 

;  But  whik  the  fiege  was  pendmg,  near  the  fame  nuttdjer 

of  North  Carolina  militia,  quitted  the  lines  and  went  oi^ 

the  time  of  their  fervice  being  expired*    The  day  before 

the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthnpt  weighed  anchor,  mi 

taking  advantage  of  a  (bong  fouthe/ty  wind  and  flQWiog 

tide,  pafied  fort  Moultrie  s  which  kept  up  a  brilk  m4 

fevere  fire  on  the  fbips  in  their  pafiage,  and  did  them 

ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  wcHinding  27  feameru 

A  tranfport  ran  aground,  and  was  burnt  by  the  eiewy 

The 
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The  royal  fleet  anchored  within  long  ftiot  of  the  town  rTte 
batteries.  To  prorent  the  Ihips  running  tip  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  linesb 
eleven  veffek  were  fbnk  in  the  channel!.  TTie  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftationcd  fo  as  to  co^opcrfM 
with  the  batteries  on  Ihore,  in  defending  tliefe  obftrue- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  arined.  veffels  that  might  at- 
tempt a  paflage  through  Hog4flaiid  channeL  .  - 

On  the  1 2th  the  Britirti  opened  their  batteries,  and  H  it. , 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  both  parties  wniil  th« 
2oth,  when  their  fecond  para&el>  within  300  yard<i  of 
the  American  lines,  was  cotnpfcted.  But  the  fire  of  the 
befiegers  was  far  fuperior  to  that  of  the  befiegisd.  Tfce 
former  had  the  advantage  'of  21  mortars  and.royak$ 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  aorft  their  Imcs  had 
fuftained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  tfcc 
thue  the  Britilh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rude<%e 
took  poft  in  die  country  between  the  Cooper  tad  dm  ■ 
Santee  river9 1  a  work  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  ujp  on 
the  Wanda>  nine  mSes  from  €ewn,  and  another  at  die 
point  of  Lampriere^  to  preserve  die  communicauon  widi 
the  country  by  water:  a  poft  was  alfo  ordered  zit  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  colkdl  and  fecufc  the  boats  neccflSary 
for  the  croffingover  o£the  expe^edliieceifrswithdilpaich, 
and  for  effefting  a  retreat  with  facilitf  when  reqwfite;  ^ 

For  a  few  moments  the  narmtrre  muft  fee  letrofpefiive; 
The  horfes  deftined  to  nnoimt  die  Bri{%  csMralry  vftrt 
k>ft  on  the  paiTage  from  New  York. .  When  fieut.  col^' 
Tarleton  was  landed^  he  (bon  obtained  a  (refliiiip^^i 
and  having  nnounted  his  cavalry,  joined  a  body  of  s^cmt 
1000  men,  who  marched  through  die  coumay  fnm 
Savannah.    On  the  s8ck  of  Mair<^  a  detachment  'item 

! 


rjS<y.  ^SLCtpt  the  Ranger^  were  put  on  {here  to  reii^focce  thf 
battcnes.    An  inquiry  fliould  have  be^n  made  before 
the  Britiih  fleet  appeared  off  the  harboufy  whether  th^ 
American  fhips  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  dii^ 
covcrjr  of  their  incapability,  they  fhould  have  tiieen  fenjt 
away  m  time.    When  the  captains  and  pilots,  in  tl^eir 
joint  letter  of  February  the  27th  to  gen*  Lincoln,  af* 
figned  fuch  incapability  as  a  reafon  for  their  abandoning 
the  defence  of  it,  the  refolution  (hpuld  have  been  taken 
to-  evacuate  Charleftown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 
country,   and  there  wait  for  reinforcements,  without 
running  the  rifk  of  being  completely  invcfted  by  the 
enemy. 
April     I^  appeared  that  the  Briti£h  had  broken  ground  m 
'•      feveral  places  about  iicdo  yards  in  fixMit  of  the  Amcri- 
c^ois.    Though  the  Hnes  were  no  more  than  field  works^ 
yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  reipedtful 
homage  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 
fi\€  greateft  circumfpedion.    By  the   loth,  the  fiift 
por^l  was  completed,  and  diredly  upon  it  the  tovn 
I  was  iummoned  to  Surrender  widiout  efie£t    The  JajfQC 
I  day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  WoodfQrd>  who  h9d 
I  marched  500  miks  in  aS  days,  arrived  in  Chacle0:owo# 
'  But  while  the  fiege  was  pendmg,  near  the  fame  nuttdjer 
.  of  North  Carolina  militia,  quitted  die  lines  and  went  ofl^ 
the  time  of  their  fervice  being  expired    The  day  b^ore 
the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthngt  weighed  aochoF,  ami 
taking  advantage  of  a  {hx>ng  fouthejdy  wind  and  flowiog; 
tide,  pafied  fort  Moultrie ;  which  kept  up  a  hriik  and 
fevere  &e  on  the  fbips  in  their  pafiage,  and  did  them 
ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  wounding  27  6amea«r 
A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  bf  die  €ttw> 

The 


The  royal-  fleet  anchored  within  long  Ihot  of  die  towtt  rTte 
batteriies.  To  prevent  the  (hips  rumiing  tip  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  line% 
eleven  veffek  were  Itink  ir^  the  channel;  The  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftationed  fo  as  to  co-o^rate 
with  the  batteries  on  ihore,  in  defending  thcfe  obftroe-* 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed,  veflels  thai  mig^  ai^ 
tempt  a  paffage  through  Hog-ifland  channel.  .  - 

On  the  I  ^th  the  Britilh  opened  their  bat^ri^  and  til  it.  ^ 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  boch  pardes  wntil  th€ 
20th,  when  their  fecond  parallel^  within  300  yards  of 
the  American  lines^  was  competed.  But  the  fire  of  the 
befiegers  was  far  Ibperior  to  that  of  the  befieged.  Tfce 
former  had  the  advantage 'of  21  mortars  and^royak) 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  aoth  their  &ics  had 
fuftained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  tfcc 
time  the  Britilh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rudfe(%e 
took  poft  in  the  country  between  die  Cooper  ind  eke  • 
Santee  river)  t  a  work  was  ordered  to  be  thrown  up  on 
the  Wando^  nine  miles  from  «Bwn,  smd  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampriere^  to  f^eierve  die  conxmunicadon  whk 
the  country  t^  wat^:  a  pcA  was  alio  ordered  at  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  col)e£t  and  fecure  the  boats  neceflJury 
for  the  crofTingover  oCthe  expeftedlbecoiirswithdifpatch^ 
and  for  efiefting  a  retreat  with  faciltrf  when  reqwifite;  ^ 

For  a  few  moments  the  narmdre  muft  be  retroipcflive; 
The  horfes  deflined  to  mount  die  Brilifii  ca^rahry  w«gre 
loft  on  the  paffage  from  New  York. ,  When  Beut.  cot' 
Tarleton  was  landedy  he  feon  obtained  a  fivfh  iup{^; 
and  having  rnounted  his  cavalry,  joined  a  body  of  a^krat 
1000  men,  who  marched  througb  the  country  firom 
Savannah.  On  the  ifttk  of  March  a  detachnieiir '60m 
3  his 


rT^a.  except  the  Ranger,  were  put  on  ihore  to  reh^focce  th<f 
battenes.    An  inquiry  fiiould  have  be^n  made  before 
tibe  Britiih  fleet  appeared  off  the  harboufy  whet^Qr.  ^^ 
American  fhips  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  djd^ 
coverjr  of  their  incapability^  they  ihould  have  b^en  feni: 
away  tn  time.    When  the  captains  and  pilots^  in  tlieir 
joint  letter  of  February  the  27  th  to  gen*  Lincoln,  af* 
figned  fuch  incapability  as  a  i^afon  for  their  abandoning 
the  defence  of  it^  the  refolution  ihould  haye  been  taken 
tO'  evacuate  Charleftown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 
country,   and  there  wait  for  reinforcements,   without 
running  the  rifle  of  being  completely  invcfted  by  the 
enemy. 
April     I^  appeared  that  the  Britifh  had  hrokea  ground,  in 
'•      feveral  places  about  11 00  yards  in  fix)nt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.    Though  the  lines  were  no  more  than  field  warkis^ 
yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  reipe£tfirf. 
homage  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 
Ae  greateft  circumfpedion.    By  the   loth,  the  firft 
parallel  was  completed,  and  direfUy  upon  it  the  town 
I  was  iummoned  to  iurrender  without  efl[e£b.    The  fam^ 
I  day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  WoodfcM!tl>  wJio  hud 
I  m^ched  500  miks  in  28  days,  alrrived  in  Charle0:owo« 
;  But  while  the  fiege  was  pending,  near  the  fame  num^ 
.  of  North  Carolina  militia,  quitted  die  lines  and  went  ofl^ 
the  time  of  their  fervice  being  expired    The  day  beforr 
the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthnpt  weighted  aochoFj  wd 
taking  advantage  of  a  fbong  fouthe/ty  wind  and  flowiog 
tide,  paflfed  fort  Moultrie ;  which  kept  up  a  briik  9o4 
ievere  &e  on  the  fbips  in  their  pafiage,  and  did  them 
ibme  damage  befide  killing  or  wounding  27  feamen^ 
A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  hf  the  €ce«r# 

The 


•    ■ 

The  royal  ftect  anchored  within  long  Ihot  of  the  tiown  rfte 
batteriies.  To  prevent  the  ftiips  runmng  tip  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  die  lincs^ 
eleven  veflels  were  fbnk  in  the  channel'.  The  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftationed  fo  as  to  co-operate 
with  the  batteries  on  fhore,  in  defetiding  thcfe  obftpoe- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed,  veflels  thai  mig^  at- 
tempt a  paffage  through  Hog-ifland  channel.  •  - 

On  the  1 2th  the  Britilh  opened  thek*  batteries,  and  til  la. , 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  both  parties  wntil  the 
2oth,  when  their  fecond  pflra&el>  within  joo  yards  of 
the  American  lines,  was  compfeted.  But  the  fire  of  die 
befiegers  was  fer  fuperior  to  diat  of  the  befiegt^d.  Tfce 
former  had  the  advantage  •of  21  mortars  and.royaki 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  aoth  dieir  fines  had 
fuftained  great  dannage  in  many  {^aces.  About  tfie 
time  the  Bririfh  opened  Aeir  batteries,  gov.  Ru^fe(^ 
took  poft  in  die  country  between  the  Cooper  ind  Ae  • 
Santee  river$  *  a  work  was  or^red  to  be  thrown  up  oa 
the  Wando>  nine  miles  fronn  tewn,  suid  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampricrc's,  to  preferve  the  eonununication  whli 
the  country  by  water:  a  poft  was  aUb  ordered  at  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  collefl  and  ftostrt  the  boats  fieceffiury 
for  the  croiTingover  o£the  expeA6difaecowswith<itilpatch> 
and  for  effedting  a  retreat  with  {acility  when  reqwfice;   > 

For  a  few  moments  the  narm(^  oiuft  be  retrolpcaive; 
The  horfes  deftined  to  mount  die  Britifii  ca^ndry  were 
loft  on  the  paffage  from  New  York. ,  When  lieut.  coiy 
Tarleton  was  landed^  he  (bon  obtained  a  fi<efli  iup{^; 
and  having  rnounted  his  cavalry,  jpined  a  body  of  abimt 
1000  men,  who  marched  through  the  country  ftom 
Savannah.  On  the  t9tk  of  Mar<^  a  detachmeiit  iirom 
3  his 
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I jScp.  his  corps  furprifed  about  80  American  militia,  killed  and 
wounded  feveral,    and  difperfed  die  remainder.     Five 
days  after,  Tarleton  with  his  legion,  fell  in  with  anotlier 
fmall  party  of  mounted  militia,  who  inftantly  retreated;. 
I    but  in  the  purfuit  three  were  killed,  one  wounded,  and 
four  taken  prifoners.     On  the  27th  he  had  a  rencounter 
I     with  lieut.  col.  Wafhington,  at  the  head  of  his  regular 
I     corps  of  horfe.     The  Americans   had  the  advantage, 
X     took  feven  prifoners,  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  of  the 
;     Bririfti  legion ;  but  durft  not  purfue  them  for  want  of 
infantry.     At  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  gen.  Lincoln 
;      ordered  the  300  regular  cavalry  to  keep  the  field,  and 
I      the  country  militia  were  to  ad  as  infantry  in  their  fup- 
port.     On  various  pretenftea  the  militia  refufed  to  attach 
themlelves  to  the   tavalry.     The  American  body   of 
horfe,  intended  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  preferve 
j      the  communication  between  that  and  the  town^  was  for- 
April  prifed  at  Monk's  Corner,  by  a  ftrong  party  of  Britifh, 
'y     led  by  lieut.  cols.  Tarleton  and  Webfter.     A  negro  flavc, 
j     for  a  fum  of  money,  conduced  the  Britifh  from  Goofc- 
creek,  in  the  night,  through  unfrequented  paths.     Al- 
though the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  cavalry 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  having  his  horfes  faddled 
and  bridled,  and  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  videttes, 
polled  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  in  front ;  yet,  being  en- 
tirely unfupported  by  infantry,  the  Britifli  advanced  fo 
rapidly,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  advanced 
guard,  that  they  began  their  attack  upon  the  main  body 
before  the  men  could  put  themfelves  in  a  pofturc  of  de- 
fence*    About  twenty-five  were  killed  or  taken:  and 
they  that  efcaped  were  obliged  for  feveral  days  to  conceal 
themfelves  in  the  fwamps^    The  Britifh  inftantly  fcU 

down 
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down  on  the  peninfula  between  the  Cooper  and  the  '7'^* 
Saritee  with  about  250  horfe  and  600  infahtiy.     Whca 
gen,  Lincoln  was  informed  on  the   i6th  of  what  had  '*• 
happened,  he  called  a  council  of  war^  who  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  weak  ftate  of  the  garrifon  nnade  it  im- 
proper to  detach  a  number  fufficient  to  attack  this  fepa- 
rate  corps*     On  the  i8th  Sir  H:  Clinton  received  a  re-  ***  I 
inforcemcnt  of  3000  men  from  New  York.    The  only 
pradticable  route  of  an  evacuation  for  the  Americans 
was  to  the  right  of  the  town ;  but  the  befiegers,  with 
their  reinforcement^  ftrengthened  the  troops  on  the  penin- 
fula, and  took  poll  on  Haddrcll's  point ;  which  obliged 
the  others  to  abandon  Lampriere's.  On  the  20th  and  2ii^>  2o# 
another  council  of  war  was  held,  to  determine  upon  the  *'* 
meafures  that  the  intereft  and  fafecy  of  the  country  called 
the  American  officers  to  purfue  under  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  The  refult  was*—"  As  a  retreat  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  diftreffifig  inconveniences,  if  not  alto- 
gether imprafbicable  for  the  undermendoned.  caufesj  to 
wit, — I.  the  civil  authority  is  averfe  to  it>  and  intimated 
in  council,  that  if  attempted^  they  would  counteract  the 
meafure : — 2.  it  muft  be  performed  in  face  of  the  enemy> 
much  fuperior,  acrofs  a  river  three  miles  broad,  in  large 
Ihips  and  vefTels,  the  moving  of  which  muft:^  be  regu« 
lated  by  the  wind  and  tide^ — 3.  could  thefe  obftacks 
be  furmounted,  we  muft  force  our'^way  througl^  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  f;he  enemy,  in  full  poflefiion  of  the 
paflfes  on  our  route  to  the  Santee,   the  orlly  road,  by 
which  we  can  retreat : — 4.  fuppofijgLg  us  arrived  at  thac 
river,  new  and  dangdrous  difficulties  are  ag^in  to  be.eor 
countered,  from  the  want  of  boats  to  crofs  it, .  with  aii 
army  wafted  and  worn  down  by .  aftioni  fatigue  and 
Vox,,  III.  A  a  famine. 
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1789.  his  corps  furprifed  about  80  American  militia,  killed  and 
.'  wounded  feveral,  and  dilperfed  the  remainder.  Five 
I  days  after,  Tarleton  with  his  legion,  fell  in  with  another 


fmall  party  of  mounted  militia,  who  inftandy  retreated^ 

i    but  in  the  purfuit  three  were  killed,  one  wounded,  and 

•    four  taken  prifoners.     On  the  ayth  he  had  a  rencounter 

;     with  lieut.  col.  Wafhington,  at  the  head  of  his  regular 

;      corps  of  horfe.     The  Americans   had  the  advantage, 

X  took  feven  prifoners,  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  of  the 
Britifh  legion ;  but  durft  not  purfue  them  for  want  of 
infantry.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  gen.  Lincoln 
ordered  the  300  regular  cavalry  to  keep  the  field,  and 

I  the  country  militia  were  to  aft  as  infantry  in  their  fup- 
port.  On  various  pretenfte»  the  militia  refufed  to  attach 
themfelves  to  the  Cavalry.  The  American  body  of 
horfe,  intended  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  prefervc 
the  communication  between  that  and  the  town,  was  fur- 

ipril  prifed  at  Monk's  Corner,  by  a  ftrong  party  of  Britiih| 


z 


'  V  led  by  lieut.  cols.  Tarleton  and  Webfter.  A  negro  flavc, 
for  a  fum  of  money,  conduced  the  Britifh  from  Goofc- 
creek,  in  the  night,  through  unfrequented  paths.  Al- 
though the  commanding  officer  of  the  American. cavalry 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  having  his  horfes  faddled 
and  bridled,  and  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  vidcttes, 
pofted  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  in  front ;  yet,  being  en- 
tirely unfupported  by  infantry,  the  Britifli  adv^ced  lb 
rapidly,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  advanced 
guard,  that  they  began  their  attack  upon  the  main  body 
before  the  men  could  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  dc- 
fence*  About  twenty-five  were  killed  or  taken:  and 
they  that  efcaped  were  obliged  for  feveral  days  to  conceal 
themfelves  in  the  fwamps^    The  Britifh  infbmtly  fell 

down 
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down  on  the  peninfula  between  the  Cooper  and  the  '7^^ 
Saritee  with  about  1250  horfe  and  600  infalitrjr.     Wheft 
gen.  Lincoln  was  informed  on  the  i6th  of  what  had  **♦ 
happened,  he  called  a  council  of  war^  who  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  weak  ftate  of  the  garrifon  made  it  im- 
proper to  detach  a  number  fufficient  to  attack  this  fepa- 
rate  corps.     On  the  i8th  Sir  H;  Clinton  received  a  re-  *'*  I 
inforcement  of  3000  men  from  New  York.    The  only 
pradticable  route  of  an  evacuation  for  the  Americans 
was  to  the  right  of  the  town ;  but  the  befiegers,  with 
their  reinforcement^  ftrengthened  the  troops  on  the  penin- 
fula, and  took  poft  on  Haddrcll's  point ;  which  obliged 
the  others  to  abandon  Lampriere's.  On  the  aoth  and  2  if^,  20* 
another  council  of  war  was  held,  to  determine  upon  the  *'* 
meafures  that  the  intereft  and  fafecy  of  the  country  called 
the  American  officers  to  purfue  under  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  The  refult  was*-^"  As  a  retreat  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  diftreffifig  inconveniences,  if  not  alto- 
gether imprafbicable  for  the  undermendoned.  caufe%  to 
wit, — I.  the  civil  authority  is  averfe  to  it>  and  intimated 
in  council,  that  if  attempted^  they  would  counteradl:  the 
meafure : — 2.  it  muft  be  performed  in  face  of  the  enemy> 
much  fuperior,  acrofs  a  river  three  miles  broad,  in  large 
Ihips  and  veiTels,  the  moving  of  which  muft:  be  regu« 
lated  by  the  wind  and  tide^ — 3.  could  thefe  pbftacks 
be  furmounted,  we  muft  force  our "^  way  through  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  the  enemy,  in  full  poflefiion  of  the 
pafles  on  our  route  to  the  Santee^   the  only  road,  by 
which  we  can  retreat : — 4.  fuppofiQg  us  arrived  at  that 
river,  new  and  danget'ous  difficulties  are  ags^in  to  been^^ 
countered,  from  the  want  of  boats  to  crofs  it,  with  af| 
army  wafted  and  worn  down  by  .a^on^  fatigue  and 
Vol.,  in.  A  a  faarine. 


/ 
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1789.  his  corps  furprifed  about  80  American  militia,  killed  and 
■  wounded  feveral,    and  dilperfed  the  remaiinder.     Five 
{  days  after,  Tarleton  with  his  legion,  fell  in  with  another 
I   fmall  party  of  mounted  militia,  who  inftantly  retreated ; 
i    but  in  the  purfuit  three  were  killed,  one  wounded,  and 
;    four  taken  prifoners.     On  the  ayth  he  had  a  rencounter 
i    with  lieut.  col.  Wafhington,  at  the  head  of  his  regular 
i     corps  of  horfe.     The  Americans  had  the  advantage, 
i     tsook  feven  prifoners,  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  of  the 
Britilh  legion ;  but  durft  not  purfue  them  for  want  of 
infantry.     At  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  gen.  Lincoln 
;      ordered  the  300  regular  cavalry  to  keep  the  field,  and 
I      the  country  militia  were  to  a6t  as  infantry  in  their  fup- 
port.     On  various  preten&e»  the  militia  refufed  to  attach 
themlelves  to  the  Cavalry.     The  American  body   of 
horfe,  intended  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  preferve 
I      the  communication  between  that  and  the  town,  was  fur- 
iipril  prifed  at  Monk's  Corner,  by  a  ftrong  party  of  BritiflX| 
*y    led  by  lieut.  cols.  Tarleton  and  Webfter.     A  negro  flavc, 
j     for  a  fum  of  money,  condudled  the  Britifh  from  Goofe- 
■     creek,  in  the  night,  through  unfrequented  paths.     Al- 
though the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  cavalry 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  having  his  horfes  faddlcd 
and  bridled,  and  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  vidcttcs, 
pofted  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  in  front  j  yet,  being  en- 
tirely unfupported  by  infantry,  the  Britifh  advanced  fo 
rapidly,  notwithflanding  the  oppofition  of  the  advanced 
guard,  that  they  began  their  attack  upon  the  main  body 
before  the  men  could  put  themfelves  in  a  poflure  of  de- 
fence*   About  twenty-five  were  killed  or  taken:  and 
they  that  efcaped  were  obliged  for  feveral  days  to  conceal 
themfelves  in  the  fwamps^    The  Britifh  inftantly  feU 

down 
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down  on  the  peninfula  between  the  Cooper  and  the  '7^ 
Saritee  with  about  250  horfe  and  600  infahtiy.    When 
gen.  Lincoln  was  informed  on  the  i6th  of  what  had  ^*' 
happened,  he  called  a  council  of  war,  who  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  weak  ftate  of  the  garfifon  made  it  im- 
proper to  detach  a  number  fufficient  to  attack  this  fepa- 
rate  corps*     On  the  i8th  Sir  H:  Clinton  received  a  re-  '**  1 
inforcemcnt  of  3000  men  from  New  York.    The  only 
prafticable  route  of  an  evacuation  for  the  Americans 
was  to  the  right  of  the  town ;  but  the  befiegers,  with 
their  reinforcement^  ftrengthened  the  troops  on  the  penin- 
fula, and  took  poft  on  Haddrell's  point ;  which  obliged 
the  others  to  abandon  Lampriere's.  On  the  20th  and  2i^^  2o« 
another  council  of  war  wa^  held,  to  determine  upon  the  *'* 
meafures  that  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  the  country  called 
the  American  officers  to  purfue  under  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  The  refult  was*—"  As  a  retreat  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  diftreffiftg  inconveniences,  if  not  alto- 
gether imprafticable  for  the  undermendoncd  caufes,  to 
wit,~i.  the  civil  authority  is  averfe  to  itj  and  intimated 
in  council,  that  if  attempted^  they  would  counteraft  the 
meafure : — 2.  it  muft  be  performed  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
much  fuperior,  acrofs  a  river  three  miles  broad>  in  large 
Ihips  and  veflels,  the  moving  of  which  muft^  be  regu« 
lated  by  the  wind  and  tide^ — 3*  could  thefe  obftacks 
be  furmounted,  we  muft  force  our'^way  through  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  the  enemy,  in  full  poffeflion  of  the 
paflfes  on  our  route  to  the  Santee,   the  only  road,  by 
which  we  can  retreat ; — 4.  fuppofi^g  us  arrived  at  that 
river,  new  and  danget-ous  difficulties  are  ags^in  to  been^ 
countered,  from  the  want  of  boats  to  crofs  it;,  with  aqi 
army  wafted  and  worn  down  by.a^onji  fatigue  and 
Vol,  III.  A  a  faaunc. 
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rjSo.  except  the  Ranger^  were  put  on  ihore  to  reinfocce  the 
batteries*    An  inquiry  fhould  have  been  made  before 
the  Britiih  fleet  appeared  off  the  harbour^  whether  the 
American  ihips  could  defend  the  bar,  and  upon  the  dif-' 
covery  of  their  incapability,  they  fhould  have  been  fent 
away  in  time.    When  the  captains  and  pilots^  in  their 
joint  letter  of  February  the  27  th  to  gen.  Lincoln,  af- 
(igned  fuch  incapability  as  a  reafon  for  their  a:ban4oning 
the  defence  of  it,  the  refolution  fhould  have  been  taken 
to  evacuate  Charleflown,  and  to  retreat  into  the  open 
country,   and  there  wait  for  reinforcements,   without 
running  the  rifk  of  being  completely  invcftcd  by  the 
enemy. 
April     '^  appeared  that  the  Britifh  had  broken  ground  in 
'•      (everal  places  about  11 00  yards  in  fh>nt  of  the  Ameri- 
cans.    Though  the  lines  were  no  more  than  field  worksy 
yet  Sir  H.  Clinton  treated  them  with  the  reipefiful 
homs^e  of  three  parallels,  and  made  his  advances  with 
die  greateft  circumfpeftion.    By  the   loth,   the   ficft 
parallel  was  completed,  and  direftly  upon  it  the  town 
^  was  fummoned  to  furrender  without  efic£t    The  fame 
;  day  700  continentals,  under  gen.  Woodf^>  wJio  h9d 
marched  500  miles  in  28  days,  arrived  in  CharleftowOir 
But  while  the  fiege  was  pending,  near  the  fame  nuitd^ 
of  North  Carolina  militia,  qviitted  die  lines  and  went  o^ 
the  time  of  their  fervice  being  expired.    The  day  before 
the  fummons,  adm.  Arbuthngt  weighed  anchoFj  and 
taking  advantage  of  a  fbong  fouthe/iy  wind  and  flowiog 
tide,  pafied  fort  Moultrie ;  which  kept  up  a  briife  an4 
fevere  fire  on  the  ihips  in  their  pafiage,  and  did  them 
feme  damage  befide  killing  or  wounding  27  feameiu 
A  tranfport  ran  aground^  and  was  burnt  by  the  cie«r.r 

The 
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The  royal  fleet  anchored  wirhin  longlhot  of  the  townf7a&k 
batteries.  To  prevent  the  fhips  running  up  Cooper 
river,  from  which  they  might  have  enfiladed  the  lines., 
eleven  veflels  were  (link  in  the  channel;  The  Ranger 
frigate  and  two  gallies  were  ftationed  fo  as  to  co-operate 
with  the  batteries  on  flhore,  in  defending  thefe  obftrue- 
tions,  and  to  attack  any  armed,  veflels  that  might  at- 
tempt a  paflage  through  Hog-ifland  channel.  .  ^ 

On  the  1 2th  the  Britilh  opened  their  batteries,  and  a  i«. , 
conftant  fire  was  kept  up  between  both  parties  until  the 
20th,  when  their  fecond  parallel,  within  300  yards  of 
the  American  lines,  was  completed.  But  the  fire  of  the 
befiegers  was  far  fuperior  to  diat  of  the  bcfiegcd.  The 
former  had  the  advantage  of  21  mortars  and  royak; 
the  latter  only  of  two,  and  by  the  20th  their  lines  had 
fuftained  great  damage  in  many  places.  About  Ac 
time  the  Britifh  opened  their  batteries,  gov.  Rutledgc 
took  poft  in  die  country  between  Ae  Cooper  ind  the 
Santee  river$  *  a  work  was  €)rdered  to  be  thrown  up  on 
the  Wando,  nine  miles  from  town,  and  another  at  the 
point  of  Lampricrc's,  to  prefervc  the  communication  with 
the  country  by  water :  a  poft  was  alfb  ordered  at  a  ferry 
over  the  Santee,  to  colleft  and  fecure  the  boats  neceflary 
for  the  croffingover  o£the  expededfuecourswithdifpatch, 
and  for  effefting  a  retreat  with  facility  when  requifite; 

For  a  few  moments  the  narratrve  muft  be  rctrofpcQiv^. 
The  horfes  deftined  to  n?iount  the  Britifli  cavalry  were 
loft  on  the  paflage  from  New  York. ,  When  lieut.  col.' 
Tarleton  was  landed,  he  foon  obtained  a  fi^fti  fupjdyj  | 
and  having  tnoutited  hi^  cavalry,  jomed  a  body  of  about  j 
1000  men,  who  nnarched  through  the  coumry  from  i 
Savannah.    On  the  18th  of  March  a  detachment  from  I 
3  his  i 
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1780-  his  corps  furprifed  about  80  American  militia,  killed  and 
wounded  feveral,  and  difperfed  tlie  remainder.  Five 
;  days  after,  Tarleton  with  his  legion,  fell  in  with  anotlier 
;  fmall  party  of  mounted  militia,  who  inftantly  retreated; 
but  in  the  purfuit  three  were  killed,  one  wounded,  and 
four  taken  prifoners.  On  the  27th  he  had  a  rencounter 
with  lieut.  col.  Wafhington,  at  the  head  of  his  regular 
corps  of  horfe.  The  Americans  had  the  advantage, 
»  took  feven  prifoners,  and  drove  back  the  cavalry  of  the 
Britifh  legion ;  but  durft  not  purfue  them  for  want  of 
infantry.  At  the  beginning  of  the  fiege,  gen.  Lincoln 
ordered  the  300  regular  cavalry  to  keep  the  field,  and 
the  country  militia  were  to  aft  as  infantry  in  their  fup- 
port.  On  various  pretenftiea  the  militia  refufed  to  attach 
themlelves  to  the  cavalry.  The  American  body  of 
horfe,  intended  to  cover  the  country,  and  to  preferve 
the  communication  between  that  and  the  town,  was  fur- 
April  prifed  at  Monk's  Corner,  by  a  ftrong  party  of  Britifli, 
'^  led  by  lieut.  cols.  Tarleton  and  Webfter.  A  negro  fiavci 
for  a  fum  of  money,  conduced  the  Britilh  from  Goofc- 
creek,  in  the  night,  through  unfrequented  paths.  Al- 
though the  commanding  officer  of  the  American  cavalry 
had  taken  the  precaution  of  having  his  horfes  faddled 
and  bridled,  and  the  alarm  was  given  by  his  vidcttcs, 
pofted  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  in  front ;  yet,  being  en- 
tirely unfupported  by  infantry,  the  Britifh  advanced  {6 
rapidly,  notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  advanced 
guard,  that  they  began  their  attack  upon  the  main  body 
before  the  men  could  put  themfelves  in  a  podure  of  de- 
fence. About  tWenty-five  were  killed  or  taken :  and 
they  that  efcaped  were  obliged  for  feveral  days  to  conceal 
themfelyes  in  the  fwamps^    The  Britifti  inftantly  fcU 

down 
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down   on  the   peninfula  between  the  Cooper  and  the  '7^^» 
Santee  with  about  250  horfe  and  600  infaiitry.     When 
gen.  Lincoln  was  informed  on  the   i6th  of  what  had  ^*' 
happened,  he  called  a  council  of  war^  who  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  weak  ftate  of  the  garrifon  nnade  it  im- 
proper to  detach  a  number  fufficient  to  attack  this  fepa- 
rate  corps*     On  the  i8th  Sir  H.  Clinton  received  a  re-  '^*  I 
inforcement  of  3000  men  from  New  York.     The  only 
prafticable  route  of  an  evacuation  for  the  Americans 
was  to  the  right  of  the  town ;  but  the  befiegers,  with 
their  reinforcement^  ftrengthened  the  troops  on  the  penin- 
fula, and  took  poft  on  Haddrell's  point ;  which  obliged 
the  others  to  abandon  Lampriere's.  On  the  20th  and  2iijt,  2o« 
another  council  of  war  was  held,  to  determine  upon  the  *^* 
meafures  that  the  intereft  and  fafety  of  the  country  called 
the  American  officers  to  purfue  under  their  prefent  cir- 
cumftances.  The  refult  was-^—"  As  a  retreat  would  be  at- 
tended with  many  diftreffifig  inconveniences,  if  not  alto- 
gether imprafticable  for  the  undermentioned  caufes,  to 
wit,— I.  the  civil  authority  is  averfe  to  it,  and  intimated 
in  council,  that  if  attempted^  they  would  counteraft  the 
meafure : — 2.  it  muft  be  performed  in  face  of  the  enemy, 
much  fuperior,  acrofs  a  river  three  miles  broad,  in  large 
Ihips  and  veffels,  the  moving  of  which  muft  be  regu- 
lated by  the  wind  and  tide^ — j,  could  thefe  obftacles 
be  furmounted,  we  muft  force  our'^way  through  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  the  enemy,  in  full  poffeffion  of  the 
paffes  on  our  route  to  the  Santee,   the  ortly  road  by 
which  we  can  retreat : — 4.  fuppofugig  us  arrived  at  that 
river,  new  and  dangerous  difficulties  are  ag^ln  to  be  en-.* 
countered,  from  the  want  of  boats  to  crofs  it,  with  ai| 
army  wafted  and  worn  down  by .  aftion,  fatigue  and 
Voi,,  III.  A  a  famine, 


354  THE     HISTORY     OF     THl 

i78o»&mine^  and  clofely  purlued  by  the  enemy — we  advife 
therefore,  that  offers  of  capitulation,  before  our  afiairs 
become  more  critical,  ihould  be  made  to  gen.  Clinton, 
which  may  admit  of  the  army's  withdrawing,  and  afford 
fccurity  to  the  perfons  and  property  of  the  inhabitants"— 
figned  William  Moultrie  and  others*  The  t^rms  when 
j  propofcd,  were  inftantly  rejefted :  but  ftill  not  recede4 
!  from  by  the  propofers,  as  they  had  hopes  of  fuccours  to 
open  the  communication,  and  give  an  opportunity  of 
retreating.  Though  the  rejeftion  of  the  terms  difpirited 
the  garrilbn,  yet  they  thought,  by  delaying  as  long  as 

April  poffible,  the  people  in  the  neighbouring  ftates  would 

^J»  have  an  opportunity  to  roufe  and  imbody.  On  the  23d 
the  Britilh  commenced  their  third  parallel  from  80  to 
150  yards  from  the  Britifti  lines.  The  next  day  the 
befieged  made  a  fally,  which  was  conduced  by  lieut.  coL 
Henderfon,  who  led  out  200  men,  and  attacked  the  ad- 
vanced working  party  of  the  Britifti,  killed  feveral  and 
took  eleven  prifoners.  This  was  the  only  fally  made  By 
them,  for  their  inferior  numbers  would  not  admit  of 
their  engaging  repeatedly  in  fuch  fervices.  On  the  26th 
the  propriety  of  attempting  a  retreat  came  again  before 
^council  of  bfficers,  who  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion^ 
that  it  was  not  expedient  as  a  retreat  was  impradicabk. 
While  gen.  Lincoln  was  preffed  with  a  variety  of  dif- 
ficulties, the  Briti(h  flag  was  feen  flying  on  fort  Moukrie* 
When  the  royal  Ihips  had  pafied  ^Sullivan's  ifland,  coL 
Pinfchey,  with  about  ^50  men oinder -his  command^  wa^  ^ 
ivithdriawn  from  that  poft,    tc>  reinforce  ^thc  army  in 

^      Charleftown.    The  feeble  remainder  of  the  garrifoni. 

6.      tnoftly  militia,  furrendered  on  the  6th  of  May  to  capti  *# 
Hudfon  of  the  Britifti  navy>  without  tiring  a  gum  vThe 
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fame  day  the  third  parallel  was  completed  clofe  to  the '7^^ 
edge  of  the  American  canal,  and  a  fap  carried  to  the 
dam,  which  contained  its  water  oh  the  right,  by  which 
mean  a  great  part  was  drained  to  the  bottom.     On  that 
day  alfo  col.  Anthony  Walton  White,  who  had  taken 
the  command  of  the  remains  of  the  American  cavalry 
after  their  defeat,  experienced  a  fimilar  difafter.     He  had 
crofled  the  Santee,  and  on  that  day  made  prifoners  a 
p    fniall  Britifh  party,  that  was  condufted  to  Lanneau's 
^    ferry.     He  had  ordered  in  feafon  proper  perfons  to  col- 
¥    led:  boats,  and  to  affemble  a  body  of  infantry  at  this 
t    place,  to  cover  the  American  cavalry  in  their  recroffing 
■    the  Santee,  which  had  not  been  carried  into  execution. 
:    The  zeal  of  a  new  fubjeft,  who  had  lately  fubnriitted  to 
the  royal  army,  led  him  to  give  immediate  notice  to 
.    lord  Cornwallis  of  White's  fituation.     Tarleton,  with 
t    a  party  of  horfe,  was  difpatched  to  the  ferry  j  arrived 
!    there  a  few  minutes  after  the  American  cavalry ;  and 
i    inftantly  charged  them  with  a  fuperior  force.     From  thp 
:    v/ant  of  boats  and  of  infantry,  a '  retreat  was  imprafti-  * 
:    cable,  and  refiftancc  unavailing.     A  rout  took  place* 
Major  Call  and  feven  others  efcaped  on  horfeback,  by 
urging  their  way  through  the  advancing  Britifh  cavalry. 
Lieut,  col.  Wafliington,  major  Jamefon,  and  five  or  fix 
privates,    faved  themfelyes   by   fwimming  acrofs    the 
Santee.     About   30  were  killed,    wounded   or  taken. 
The  remainder  got  off  by  concealing  themfelvey  in  the 
I  fwamps.     The  Britifh  prifoners,  who  were  in  a  boat 
crofTing  the  river,  being  called  upon  by  their  friends  to 
.come  back,  rofe  on  their  guard,  and  were  releafed.     On 
the  eighth  Sir  H.  Clinton  began  a.correfpondenc^.with     8. 

gen.  Lincoln,  and  repeated  his  former  terms  and  fum- 

> 
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*7^o*  moris.     At  this  time,  all  the  flefli -provifions  of  the  gar- 
rifon  were  not  fiifficient  to  fiirnilh  rations  for  a  week* 
There  was  no  profpeft  either  of  reinforcements  or  of 
lupplies  from  the  country.     The  engineers   gave  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  the  lines  could  not  be  defended  ten 
days  longer,  and  that  they  might  at  any  time  be  carried 
by  affault  in  ten  minutes.     Gen.  Lincoln  was  difpofcd 
to  clofe  with  the  terms  offered,  as  far  as  they  refpeftcd 
his  army ;  but  fome  demur  was  made  in  behalf  of  the 
citizens.     Sir  H.  Clinton  infilled  on  their  being  all  pri- 
Ibners  on  parole,  and  would  promife  nothing  further, 
than  that  the  town-property  of  thofe  within  the  linci 
ihould  not  be  molefted  by  the  Britifli  troops.     He  alfo 
evaded  any  determinate  anfwer  to  the  article  vrhich  rt- 
quefted  leave  for  thofe  who  did  not  choofe  Co  fubmit  to 
the  Britifh  government,  to  fell  their  eftates  and  leave 
the  province.     It  was  hoped,  that  upon  a  proper  repre- 
fentation  of  matters  in  a  free  conference,  die  genefbfity 
of  the  befiegers  would  foften  their  demands  ;  the  fame 
was  therefore  afked  by  gen.  Lincoln,  without  his  di- 
reftly  refufing  what  was  offered.     Contrary  to  the  expec- 
tation of  the  befieged,   an  anfwer  was  returned,  that 
hoftilities  fhould  recommence  at  eight  o'clock.     When 
the  hour  arrived,  the  moft  vigorous  onfct  of  the  be- 
fiegers was  immediately  expefted  by  the  garrifon.    Bat 
neither  army  fired  a  gun  for  fome  time.     Both  fcenwd 
to  dreSd  the  confequences  of  an  aflault,  and  to  wifh  (at 
a  Continuance  of  the  truce,  and  a  reconfidcration  of  the  • 
propofed  articles.     At  nine,  firing  commenced  from  the 
garrifon,  and  was  kept  up  on  both  fides  for  (everal  ham 
with  unufual  briflcnefs,  and  did  more  execution  than  had 

*  taken  place  in  the  fame  length  of  time  fincc  the  com- 
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mencement  of  the  fiege.     The  Britifh  batteries  of  the  1780, 
third  parallel,  which  were  ready  on  the  6th,  opened  on 
this  occafion.    Shells  and  carcafes  were  thrown  inceffantly 
mto  almoft  all  parts  of  the  town ;  and  feveral  houfes 
burnt.     Befide  the  cannon  and  mortars  which  played  on 
the  garrifon  at  a  lefs  diftance  than  a  hundred  yards,  rifles 
were  fired  by  the  Heflian  chaflciirs  with  fuch  eflTeft,  that 
very  few  efcaped  who  fhowed  themfelves  above  the  lines.  May 
The  Britifh  advanced  within  twenty-five  yards  6{  the   "• 
fame,  having  eroded  the  wet  ditch  by  fap;  and  com- 
menced their  preparations  for  making  a*  general  aflaylt . 
by  fea  and  land.     The  principal  inhabitants  of  the  town, 
and  a  number  of  the  country  militia,    now  addrelTed 
gen.  Lincoln  j  fignified  to  him,  that  the  terms  which 
Sir  H.  Clinton  had  offered,  fo  far  as  they  related  to 
them,  were  fati^faftory ;  and  requeftcd  his  acceptance 
of  them :  the  lieut.  governor  and  council  alfo  defired, 
that  the  negotiations  juight  be  renewed.     The  moment 
for  it  was  come/    The  town  militia  had  thrown  down   ; 
their  arms.     The  citizens  in  general  were  difcontented  j 
and  clamorous.     Many  of  the  American  cannon  were  ; 
difmounted,  and  others  fileiiced  for  want  of  Ihot,     AH  ' 
expeftation  of  fuccour  was  at  an  end.     No  hope  re-  1 
ipaincd  ^  but  what  little  arofe  from  the  bare  poffibility, 
that  the  flower  of  the  Britifli  army  on  the  qontinent, 
9000  {trong,  fluflied  by  their  fuccefsful  operations,  and- 
feconded  by  a  naval  force,  might  be  fepulfed  while  at- 
tempting a  ftorm,  by  a  garrifon,  worn  down  with  hard 
fervice,  and  under  3000  men.     Gen.  Lincoln  wrote  to 
Sir  H.  Clinton,  and  oflTered  to  accept  the  terms  before 
propofed  to  him.     The  Britifh  commai^dcrs,  aveffe  to 
t}ie  extremities  of  a  (torn),  confented.    The  2u:ftclc?  of 
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1780.  capitulation  were  figned  the  next  day  by  B.  Lincoln,  H. 
J 2.  Clinton,   and  M.  Arbuthnot.     It  was  fUpulatcd^  that 
the  continental  troops  and  failors  fhould  remain  prifon- 1 
crs  of  war  until  exchanged ;  and  be  fupplied  with  good ! 
and  wholefome  provifions,  in  fuch  quantity  as  is  ferved ' 
out  to  the  Britilli  troops.     The  militia  were  to  return ' 
home  as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  which,  as  long  as  they  ob- 
ferved,  was  to  fecure  them  from  being  moleftcd.  in  their 
property  by  the  Britilh  troops.     The  officers   of  the 
army  and  navy  were  to  keep  their  fwords,  piftols  and 
baggage,   which  was  not  to  be  fearched,  and  were  to  I 
retain  their  fervants  :  but  their  horfes  were  not  to  go  out , 
of  town,  but  might  be  difpofed  of  by  a  perfon  left  for , 
the  purpofe.     The  garrifon,  at  an  hour  appointed,  w» 
to  march  out  of  the  town  to  the  ground  between  the  j 
works  of  the  place  and  the  canal,  where  they  were  to 
depofit  their  arms.     The  drums  were  not  to  beat  a  Bri- 
lifti  march,  nor  the  colours  to  be  uncafed.     All  civil 
officers  and  citizens,  who  had  borne  arms  during  the 
fiege,  were  to  be  prifoners  on  parole,  and  with  reipeft  • 
to  their  property  in  the  city,  were  to  have  the  fame 
terms  as  the  militia  \  and  all  other  perfons  in  the  towDj 
not  defcribed  in  any  article,  were  notwjthftanding  to  be 
prifoners  on  parole.     It  was  left  to  future    diftnifllon 
whether  or  no,  a  twelvemonth's  time  fjiould  be  allowed* 
fo  all  fuch  as  do  not  choofe  to  continue  under  the  BritilH 
government,  to  difpofe  of  their  effefts,  rea^'  and  per* 
fonal,  in  the  ftate,  without  any  moleftation  whatever,  of 
to  remove  fuch  part  thereof  as  they  choofe,  as  welliu' 
themfelves  and  families  j  and  whether,  during  that  time,*". 
they  or  any  of  them  Ihould  have  it  in  their  option  tpi- 
^efide  pccafionally  in  town  or  country.     Thit  French 

conful. 
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i7go.  138  ^vounded ;  and  of  the  Charleftown  militia  artillery 
ftationed  there,  3  were  killed  and  8  wounded.  About 
ao  inhabitants  were  killed  in  their  houfes  by  random 
fhot.  Upward  of  30  houfes  were  burnt,  and  others 
greatly  damaged.  The  total  lofs  of  the  royal  forces  is 
ftated  at  76  killed  and  189  wounded.  A  prodigious 
artillery  was  taken,  confiderably  more  than  400  pieces, 
including  every  fort,  and  thofe  in  the  forts  and  fhips  *. 

The  capital  having  furrendered,  the  next  otged  with 
the  Britifh  was  to  fecure  the  general  fubmiffion .  of  the 
inhabitants.  To  this  end  they  pofted  garrifons  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  country,  and  marched  a  large  body 
of  troops  over  the  Santee  toward  that  extremity  of  the 
ftate,  which  borders  on  the  moft  populous  fettlements 
of  North  Carolina.  This  caufed  an  immediate  retreat 
of  fome  American  parties  who  had  advanced  into  the 
upper  parts  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  expeftation  of 
relieving  Charleftown.  Among  the  corps  which  had 
come  forward  with  that  view,  there  was  one  confifting 
of  about  300  continentals,  the  rear  of  the  Virginia  line, 
commanded  by  col.  Buford.  Tarleton,  with  about  7cx> 
horfe  and  foot,  was  fent  in  queft  of  this  party.  Having 
mounted  his  infantry,  he  marched  105  miles  in  54  hours, 
came  up  with  them  at  the  Waxhaws,  and  demanded 
their  furtender  on  terms  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  to  the 
continentals  at  Charleftown.  While  the  flags.werc  paC- 
fing  and  repafling  on  this  bufinefs,  Tarleton  kept  his 
men  in  motion,  and  when  the  truce  was  ended,  had 

*  General  Lincoln's  letters  and  papers,  ^d  other  MSS.  befide  Dr. . 
Kamfay's  Hiftory  and  different  publications,  have  been  confulted  in* 
drawing  iip  the  above  account  of  the  operations  reipefting  Charlef- 
town* 
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conful,  the  fubjedls  of  France  and  Spain,  if^ith  dickji?^^ 
houfes,  papers,  and  other  moveable  ^  property,  were  to 
be  proteded  and  untouched;  but  thef  were  to  confider 
themfelves  as  prifoner*  on  parole*  '      ^       ^  ; 

The  return  of  the  pnlbners  tranfmitted  to  Great  Bri- 
tain is  fwelled  to  upward  of  5000,  by  compnghending 
every  adult  freeman  of  the  town,  between  2  and  3O00 
failors  taken  from  the  ihipping  and  put  into  the  battier 
ries,  and  thoie  militia  of  both  Carolinas  that  were  in 
garrifon.     But  the  proper  garrifon  did  not  amount  10 
quite  2500  at  the  time  of  furrender.     The  real  number 
of  privates  in  the  continental  army  was  1977,  of  whom 
500  were  in  the  hofpitals.    The  captive.  olBcers  wer<5  t 
greatly  out  of  proportion  to  them  i  and  confiiled  of  -» 
major  general,  6  brigadiers,  9  colonels,  I4lietit.  colo*' 
nels,  1 5  majors,  84  captdns  and  capt.  lieutenants,  Q4 
lieutenants,   32  fecond  lieutenants  and  enfigns.      The 
commanders  of  the  militia  from  the  country  were  mo&bf 
of  the  firft  rank,  and  in  honor  repaired  to  the, defence 
of  the  town,  though  they  could  not  bring  with  chej;n 
privates  equal  to  their  relpe&ive  commands.    The  con«t 
tinental  regiments  were  completely  officered,  wKile  thd 
adequate  number  of  privates  was  greatly  deficieflt.    The 
fupernumerary  regular  officers  were  retained  In- the  gar^ 
rifon,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  their  being  ordered  out- 
would  have  difpirited  the  army,  and  from  an  cxpcfla— 
tion  in  the  early  parts  of  the  fiege^  that  their  fervicesk 
would  be  wanted  to  command  the  large  rcinfbrccninntr 
of  militia  that  had  been  promifed.,    Puringthc  jodaya  ' 
Cege,  only  20  American  foldiers  deferted*    The  milidafc 
and  failors  ftationed  in  the  batteries  fufiered  litt(^    Of. 
the  continentals  who  manned  the  lines,  89'  were  kiHe^  and. 
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1780. 138  "wounded ;  and  of  the  Chaiieftown  nnilitia  artiflcry 
ftationed  there,  3  were  killed  and  8  wounded.  About 
ao  inhabitants  wete  killed  in  their  houfes  b^  random 
fhot.  Upward  of  30  houfes  were  burnt,  and  others 
greatly  damaged.  The  total  lofs  of  the  royal  forces  is 
ftated  at  76  killed  and  189  wounded.  A  prodigious 
artillery  was  taken,  confiderably  more  than  400  pieces, 
including  every  fort,  and  thofe  in  the  forts  and  fhips  *. 

The  capital  having  furrendered,  the  next  obje6t  with 
the  Britifh  was  to  fecure  the  general  fubmiffion .  of  the 
inhabitants.  To  this  end  they  polled  garrifons  in  dif- 
fcrent  parts  of  the  country,  and  marched  a  large  body 
of  troojps  over  the  Santee  toward  that  extremity  of  the 
ftate,  which  borders  on  the  moft  populous  fettlements 
of  North  Carolina.  This  caufed  an  immediate  retreat 
of  fome  American  parties  who  had  advanced  into  the 
upper  parts  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  expeftation  of 
relieving  Charleftown.  Among  the  corps  which  had 
come  forward  with  that  view,  there  was  one  confifting 
of  about  300  continentals,  the  rear  of  the  Virginia  line, 
commanded  by  col.  Buford.  Tarleton,  with  about  700 
horfe  and  foot,  was  fent  in  queft  of  this  party.  Having 
mounted  his  infantry,  he  marched  105  miles  in  54  hours, 
€ame  up  with  them  at  the  Waxhaws,  and  demanded 
their  furrender  on  terms  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  to  the 
continentals  at  Charleftown.  While  the  flags.wcre  paf- 
fing  and  repafling  on  this  bufinefs,  Tarleton  kept  his 
men  in  motion,  and  when  the  truce  was  ended,  had 

• 

*  General  Lincoln's  letters  and  papers,  ^d  ofher  MSS.  befide  Dr. 
Kamfay's  Hiilory  and  different  publications,  have  been  confulted  iii 
drawing  up  the  above  account  of  the  operations  xcTpeAing  Cfaarief- 
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nearly  fuh-ounded  his  adverfaries;  Anaftion  inftandynto. 
enfued.  The  continental  party,  having  partaken  of  the  jS[ 
general  confternation  occafioned  by  the  Bridfh  fuccefles^  \ 
made  but  a  feeble  refiftance,  and  foon  b^ged  quarter* 
A  few  however  continued  to  fire.  The  Britiih  cavalry 
advanced,  but  were  not  oppofed  by  the  main  body  of 
the  continentals,  who  conceived  thcmfelves  preclude 
by  their  fubmiffion.  The  accidental  firing  of  tl>e  few, 
was  an  argument  however  for  direfting  the  BritKh  legion 
to  charge  thofe  who  had  laid  down  their  arms.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  order,  die  unrefifting  Americans,  pray* 
ing  for  quarters,  where  chopped  in  pieces*  By  Tark- 
ton's  official  account  of  this  bloody  fcene,  113  were 
killed,  1 50  badly  wounded,  unable  to  travel,  and  left 
on  parole  j  and  53  made  prifoners :  while  they  made 
fuch  ineffeftual  oppofidon  as  only  tc^  km  feven  and  wound 
twelve  of  the  Bridfh.  Lord  Comwallis  bellowed  on 
Tarleton  the  higheft  encomiums  for  this  enterprife,  and 
recommended  him  in  a  fpecial  manner  to  royal  favor^ 
tarleton' s  quarters  is  become  proverbial ;  and  in  fubie* 
quent  battles  a  fpirit  of  reven^  will  give  a  keener  edge 
to  military  refentments. 

Scarce  had  adm.  Arbuthhot's  fleet,  with  d)e  troops 
under  Sir  H.  Clinfon,  taken  its  departure  fit>m  Sandy 
Hook  for  the  redudtion  of  Charkftown,  ere  an  intenle 
froft,  with  great  falls  of  fhqw,  ihut  up  diet;  navfeation  of 
the  New  York  port  from  the  fca.  The  incre^g  feve- 
rity  of  the  weather,  toward  the  middle  of  January,  cn« 
drely  cut  off  all  communication  vn^^  the  city  by  wattr^ 
and  foon  after  deprived  the  ifland  of  NewTork,  ahd 
the  adjoining  iflands,  of  aU  the  defenfive  benefUa  of  their 

-  *  ■ 
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t7^  and  channels,  by  which  they  are  divided  and  furrounded, 
were  every  where  clothed  widi  ice  of  fuch  a  fliength 
and  diickneis,  as  would  have  admitted  the  pafiage  of 
anrnes,  wirfi  their  heavieft  carriages  and  artillery.     In 
this  fituation  the  royal  generals  and  officers  at  New  York 
took  the  nnoft  prudent  and  fpeedy  meafures  for  the  com- 
mon defence.     All  orders  of  men  in  the  city  were  im- 
birfied,  armed  and  officered,  fo  that  the  whole;  fbrce, 
including  feamen,  amounted  to  near  6000.     Gen.  Wafli- 
ington  however  was  in  no  condition  to  profit  by  the  un<> 
kxdced  for  event  of  a  harder  winter  than  was  known 
even  in  that  climate  within  the  memory  of  man.     He 
had  weakened:  his  army  by  detachments  to  the  Ibuthwardj 
6sT  the  relief  of  Charleftown.     An  inefiedtual  attempt 
was  made  indeed  by  lord  Stirling,  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  upon  Staten  Ifland  on  the  15th  of  Ja- 
miary ;  but  as  the«royalifts  retreated  to  their  itrong  holds, 
and  the  ice  afForded  a  bridge  for  reinforcements  from 
New  York,  his  lordfhip  retreated  at  night. 

The  diftreffed  fituation  of  the  American  commander 
in' chief,  maybe  conjedured  from  the  following  account. 
A  more  general  and  alarming  di0atisfeftion  appeared  in 
his  army,  than  ever  before  in  any  ftage  of  the  war. 
About  the  commencement  of  April  it  wore,  in  particu-r 
lar  inftances,  features  of  a  very  dangerous  complexion ; 
produced  partly  by  a  diverfity  in  die  terms  of  the  men's 
iniiftment,  pardyby  the  inequality  of  die  rewards- g^ven 
for  entering  into  the  fervice,  but  moftly  by  the  diipa- 
rity  in  the  provifion  made  by  the  feveral  ftates  for  thei^ 
refpeftive  troops.    The  uneafmcfs  continued  inc]:eafing, 
from  the  army's  receiving  for  a  confiderahle  time  no -mere 
a  half,  a  quarter,  or  ap  ciglwhtpf  tbe^r  ^owaxice. 

They 


They  bore  long  with  the  gregtcft  patience  their  diftrds,  f  7*6!» 
and  every  thing  was  due  to  the  officers  for  encoura^ 
ing  them  to  it^  both  by  exhortation  and  example^    But 
on  the  25th  of  May  at  nighty  two  r^rmnts^  mutinied  $ 
however,   after  feveral  expofiiulations  andexeitioiis  by;  I 
the  officers^   they  returned  tx>  their  huts.    A  fortnight  ^ 
before,  gen.  Greene  wrote  to  his  excellency— «^  I  havelMfay 
little  profpeft  either  of  providing  for  the  march,  of  the  "• 
Maryland  troops  to  the  Ibuthwarct  or  of  putting  this 
army  in  motion.     Many  ftores  contracted  for  on  ad^- 
yantageous  terms>  and  which  1  had  hopes  of  poiIeffing» 
have  fince  been  fold  at  private  fale  for  want  of  money 
to  fulfil  our  contrads.    Many  engaged  in  the  manu&ci.  . 
tory  of  a  variety  of  articles,   feeing  but  litde  pro^d: 
of  our  being  able  to  fulfil  the  conditions  on  our  pi^, 
have  declined  going  on.    A  great  nuftiber  of  waggohi 
on  which  we  depended  for  Ais  army  have  been  fold,  ■ 
^nd  others  left  unfinifhcd.    All  our  public  horfcs,  which 
have  been  out  to  winter  and  recruit,  have  bei^n  iiigli 
unto  ftarving,  and  many  have  actually  perilhed'&r  v^antf 
of  proper  fupplies  of  forage.    The  ftores  that  we  have 
provided  at  Bofton,  Pennfyhrania  andselfewhcre,  we  find 
Qurfelves  unable  to  get  forward.     Numberiefe  embur- 
ralTments  lie  before  me,  fuch  as  ftate  laws>  vulgiBur^pre-' 
judices,  want  of  money  and  foppprt,  as  weU-  as  heavy' 
demands  againft  the  department."    The  diftrefTes  of  his^ 
department  were  the  fubje6ts  of  another  letter  ten- days- 
after,  in  which  he  faid-r "  Private  emokimeht  has  beeri 
JDut  a  fecondary  objeft  with  far  the  greateft.  part  of  Ac 
ftafF  officers.     The  numbers' who  have' been  bendiaed' 
by  their  appointments  are  very  finall,  whfle  huodrftds    . 
have  fuffered  both  in  clMraift4»^  and  forttne^Atsttn' their''' 
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1780.  employments,  and  are  now  loaded  with  heavy  debts, 
without  the  remoteft  profpeft  of  being  able  to  pay  them, 
and  have  every  obftacle  thrown  in  the  way  of  fettling 
their  accounts,  to  prevent  their  demands  being  fixed." 
Well  might  another  general  addrefs  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  laft  of  May,  with — "  Dear  Sir,  -I  am  very 
fenfible  of  the  embarraffments  and  perplexities  you  men- 
tion in  your  private  letter.  I'hey  would  I  am  certain 
have  depreffcd,  and  perhaps  fubdued  almoft  any  mind 
but  yours ;  and  I  have  often  thought  and  frequently  faid, 
that  the  difficulty  of  your  fituation  and  command  gave 
you  more  intrinfic  merit,  than  the  viftories  others  have 
obtained.  This  I  doubt  not  hiftory  will  hereafter  teftify 
to  the  world,  when  your  enemies  are  forgotten." 

General  Wafhington  however  had  fon^e  confblation 
from  the  arrival  of  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  at  head 
quarters  about  the  12th  of  May.  During  his  voyage 
from  Bofton  to  France  he  had  a  narrow  efcape,  a  dan- 
gerous confpiracy  of  the  Britifh  failors,  who  compofed 
a  great  proportion  of  the  Alliance's  crew,  having  nearly 
fiicceeded.  On  his  fafe  arrival,  without  authority  to  fo-r 
licit  affiftance  in  troops,  he  through  zeal  for  the  Ame- 
rican United  States  devoted  himfelf  to  obtain  it.  He 
boldly- applied  for  fuch  aid,  and  took  upon  himfelf  all 
confequences  on  each  fide  of  the  Atlantic.  He  alfo  af- 
fiduoufly  employed  himfelf  in  procuring  loans  of  money 
and  fuccour  of  every  kind.  When  he  had  fo  far  pre- 
vailed with  the  French  court,  that  he  could  announce 
in  America,  that  he  ftiould  be  followed  by  a  fleet  and 
corps  of  French  troops,  he  commenced  his  return  to  this 
continent.  The  fpccial  news  he  brought  with  him,  he 
only  at  liberty  to  mention  to  congrefs  and  gen, 
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Walhington.  Having  comnr\unicated  it  to  the  general,  '7^ 
he  proceeded  on  the  i  jth  for  Philadelphia,  and  laid  the 
fame  before  congrefsj  ivho  three  days  after  pafled  a 
very  honorable  refolve  concerning  hinn,  without  hinting 
at  the  intelligence  they .  had  received.  The  people, 
though  totally  ignorant  of  his  laft  fcrviccs,  exprelled 
their  great  joy  at  the  marquis's  return.  That  propriety 
might  e^ift  in  reference  to  the  intended  aid  from- France 
when  arrived,  gen.  Walhington  has  been  appointed  lieut. 
general  of  his  moft  chriftian  majefly'si  troops  in  Ameri- 
ca, and  vice-admiral  of  the  white  flag.  On  Friday  May 
the  1 9th  congrefs  refolved,  "  That  bills  be  immediately  '^ 
drawn  on  Dr.  Franklin  for  25,000  dollars,  and  on  Mr. 
Jay  for  -25,000  dollars,  payable  at  60  days  fight;  and 
that  the  money  be  applied  folely  to  the  bringing  of  the 
army  into  the  field,  and  forwarding  their  fiipplies  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  the  exigency  and  nature  of  the  fervicc  may 
require."  '         . 

This  day  has  been  rendered  very  remarkable  by  an 
extraordinary  phsenonnienon,  which  demands  a  particu- 
lar relation^  Aa  unufual  darknefs  came  on  between  the  - 
hours  of  ten  and  eleven  in  the  morning,  and  continued 
to  increafe.  .  Your  friend,  having  been  accuftomed  to 
dark  days  at  London,  and  frequently  obfervcd  from  his 
fiiudy,  the  bright  ihining  fun  gradually  and  at  length 
totally  eclipfed  as  it  defcended  behind  the  thick  vapor 
which  hung  over  the  city,  regarded  it  with  no  ^cial 
attention  till  called  to  do  it  by  his  neighbours,  who  were 
much  alarmed.  '  He  dined  by  candle-light  about  one. 
After  that  it  grew  much  lifter ;  and  be  walked  about 
five  o'clock  to  a  tavern,  a  mile  diftant  on  the  road  to 
Boilon,  to  meet  a  ieled  committee  of  Roxbuty  on  fpe- 
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1780.  cial  bufinefs.  When  they  had  finifhed  about  eight  at 
night,  he  fet  out  for  home,  not  fufpefting  but  that, 
being  fully  acquainted  with  every  foot  of  the  road^  he 
ihould  eafily  return  notwithftanding  its  being  extremely 
dark.  There  were  houfes  all  the  way,  though  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  each  other.  He  marked  the 
candle-light  of  one,  and  with  that  in  his  eye  went  for-* 
ward  till  he  got  up  to  it ;  but  remarked  that  the  appear- 
ance of  the  place  was  fo  different  from  what  was  ufual, 
that  he  could  not  ha'^  believed  it  to  be  what  it  was,  had 
it  npt  been  from  his  certain  knowledge  of  its  fituation* 
:  He  caught  the  light  of  a  fecond  houfe  which  he  alio 
reached ;  and  thus  on.  At  length  the  light  being  re- 
moved from  the  laft  he  had  gained  a  fight  ofy  ere  he 
was  up  with  it,  he  found  himfelf  in  fuch  profound  dark- 
nefe^  as  to  be  incapable  of  proceeding,  and  therefore  re- 
turned to  the  houfe  he  had  pafied  and  procured  a  lan- 
tern. Several  of  the  company  having  further  to  g;o  were 
on  horfeback.  The  horfes  could  not  fee  to  dircdt  them- 
felves;  and  by  the  manner  in  which  they  took  up  and 
put  down  their  feet  on  the  plain  ground,  appeared  to 
be  involved  in  total  darknefs,  and  to  be  afraid  left  the 
next  ftep  fhould  plunge  them  into  an  abyfs.  The  gen- 
tlemen foon  ftopt  at  another  tavern,  and  waited  for  the 
benefit  of  the  moon  :  but  after  a  while  finding  that  the 
air  received  no  acceflion  of  light  from  it,  when  they 
were  certain  it  was  rifen,  they  had  recourfe  to  candles  to 
affift  them  in  getting  home.  In  fome  inftances  horfes 
felt  the  forcible  operation  of  the  darknefs  fo  ftrongly, 
that  they  could  not  be  compelled  by  their  mafters  to 
quit  the  liable  at  night  when  wanted  for  particulaf  fcr- 
vice.    The  ibifting  of  the  wind  put  an  end  tx>  itj  and 

at 
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at  midnight  it  was  fucceeded  by  a  bright  moon  and  ftar  t^B^ 
light.  The  degree  to  which  it  arofe  was  diflFcrent  m 
different  places.  In  moft  parts  of  the  country  it  was 
fo  great  in  the  day-time,  that  the  people  ccwld  not  teU 
the  hour  by  either  watch  or  clock,  nor  dine,  nor  manage 
their  domeftic  bufinefs  without  the  light  pf  candles.  The 
birds  having  fung  their  evening  fongs  difappeared,  and 
were  filent :  pigeons  and  fowls  retired  to  rocrfl :  the  cocks 
crew  as  at  day-break ;  objefts  could  not  be  diftinguiftir 
ed  but  at  a  very  little  diftance ;  and  every  thing  hope 
the  appearance  and  gloom  of  xii^tf.  The  attent  of 
this  darknefs  was  extraordinary.  It  was  obfcrvcd  as  far 
eaft  as  Falmouth.  To  the  weftward  it  reached  to  the 
furtheft  parts  of  Connefticut,  and  to  Albany.  To  the 
fouthward,  it  was  obferved  all  along  the  fea  coafts ;  iahd 
to  the  north  as  far  as  the  American  fetdcraents  eztenC 
We  are  told  that  a  veffel  at  fea  found  hcrfelf  emdofed 
for  a  while  in  a  cloud  of  this  darkncfii,  and  as  Ihe  fail- 
ed, pafled  inftantly  from  the  verge  lof  it  into  a  clear 
light. 

This  phsenomenon  appears  to  have  been  owing  to  the  j 
clouds  being  highly  charged  with  fooke,  which  they ; 
'  had  been  coUedling  for  days,  from  the  fires  in  the  back  \ 
country.  It  is  the  American  cuftom  to  make  large  |  - 
fires  in  the  woods,  for  the  purpofe  of  cleaning  the  bmds  | 
in  the  new  fettlements.     This  was  prafliifod  .in  tthe  Jpriog  i' 

of  the  prefent  year,  in  a  much  .greater  degree  than  ufoaU  ] 
through  the  interruption  that  had  been  given  to  ithat  ! 
bufinefs  for  a  few  years  by  the  war.  In  the  county  -of  1 
York,  in  the  weftern  parts  of  New  Haropibire  :aDd  \ 
Maflachufetts,  and  in  Vermont,  uncommojaly  large  fires  \ 
had  been  kept  up  to  the  extent  of  many  fcore  miles, 
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17JJ0.  all  round  the  frontiers.    Thus  the  people  in  the  netr 
1     towns  had  been  employed  for  two  or  three  weeks  :•  be- 
fide,  fome  large  and  extenfive  fires  had  raged   in  the 
woods  for  feveral  days  before  they  could  be  extinguifli- 
ed.     The  weather  being  clear,  the  air  weighty,  and  the 
'•.    winds  fmall  and  variable  for  feveral  days ;  the   fmoke 
!    inftead  of  difperfing,    rofe  and  conftantly  colle£led  in 
the  air,  till  the  atmofphere  was  loaded  with  fuch  an  un- 
common quantity  o^  it,  as  proved  in  combination  with 
other  vapors  the  parent  of  the  preceding  darknels  *. 
Let  us  proceed  to  our  military  narrative* 
June       Eleven  days  previous  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  arrival 
at  New  York  from  Charleftown,  the  gens.  Knyphaufen,( 
Robertfon,  Tryon  and  Sterling,  pafled  over  by  night, 
with  5000  men,  from  Staten  Iflartd  to  Elizabeth-towri 
Point.     Col.  Dayton,   who  commanded  fome  militia, 
hearing  that  they  were  coming  in  force,  went  and  recon- 
noitred, and  placed  a  guard  of  twelve  men  rn  advance^ 
whom  he  ordered  to  oppofe  the  enemy  as  long  as  they 
could,  and  then  retire.     Sterling  being  the  youngeft  ge- 
neral, commanded  the  advanced  corps,  and  was  fired 
upon  and  wounded  in  the  knee  by  the  twelve,  (hordy 
after  the  debarkation  :  this,  however  occafioned  no  long 
J.      delay.     The  royal  troops  entered  Elizabeth-town  very 
early  in  the  morning ;  where  they  obferved  ftrict  difci-* 
pline  and  great  decorum.     They  then  advanced  to  Con-  ' 
;    nefticut  Farms  about  five  miles  diffant.     In  this  nei^- 
•    bourhood  lived  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Caldwell,  the  prcf- 
l)yterian  minifter  of  Elizabeth-town.     The  active  part 
he  had  taken  in  fupport  of  the  American  caufe/  and  his 

*  See  Memoirs  of  the  American  Academy  of  Aits  and  Scieiices« 
vol.  u  p*  234.    Bofton  printed,  1785* 
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fuccefsfiil  influence  in  fpiriting  up  the  Jerfey  people  to^^^^^- 
oppofe  the  Britifli  forces,   rendered  him  an  objedt  of 
their  keeneft  refentment,  and  made  it  infecure  for  him. 
to  refid^  in  his  own  town.     Upon  the  news  of  the  ene- 
my's advancing,  he  withdrew  from  his  prefent  habita- 
tion; and  fuppofing  that  it  might  be  done  with  fafetjr,    ; 
left  his  wife  and  children  behind.     Mrs.  Caldwell  how-  ' ; 
ever  was  afterward  fearful  pf  flaying,  left  there  Ihould 
be  firing  in  the  ftreet,  till  col.  Dayton  advifed  her  to    \ 
continue,  as  he  fliould  not  fufFer  it  in  his  troops,  which 
would  prevent  the  danger  of  it  from  the  enemy.     He 
accordingly  marched  the  militia  from  the  Farms,  on  to 
a  pafs  leading  to  Springfield,  of  which  he  poflefTed  him- 
felf.     Soon  after,  the  royal  forces  arrived  in  the  neigh-^ 
bourhood  of  the  Farms,  when  a  foldier  came  to  the 
houfe,  and  putting  his  gun  to  the  window  of  the  room 
where  Mrs.   Caldwell   was  fitting  (with  her  children, 
and  a  maid  with  an  infant  in  her  arms  along  fide  of  her) 
fired  and  fhot  her  inftantly  dead.     The  body,  at  the 
earneft  requeft  of  an  officer  of  the  new  levies,  was  with 
fome  difficulty  fufFered  to  be  carried  to  a  fmall  houfe  at 
a  diftance,  before  Mr.-  Caldwell's  dwelling  was  fet  on 
.fire  and  confumed,  together  with  every  thing  belonging 
to  him.     The  enemy  burnt  about  a  dozen  other  houfes, 
and  the  prefbyterian  meeting,  and  then  marched  toward 
Springfield.     Col.  Dayton,  with  the  militja  that  joined 
the  few  taken  >yith  him,  fought  them  for  a  while  at  the 
pafs  he  had  occupied.     On  their  approaching  the  bridge 
near  the  town,  they  found  a  fmall  body  of  continental 
troops  under  gen.  Maxwell,  and  a  number  of  militia 
haftily  colleded  within  a  fevv  hours,  pofted  at  the  place: 
they  therefore  halted,  and  continued  on  the  fame  ground 
Vol.  hi.  B  b  till 
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1780.  till  night,  when  the  defign  of  attacking  Springfield  was 
given  up,  and  they  returned  to  Elizabeth-town  in  a  de- 
gree of  confulion. 

No  fooner  had  intelligence  of  their  exciirfion  reached 
Morris-town,  than  a  detachment  of  the  American  army 
was  ordered  to  Springfield :  this  however,  when  joined 
to  the  force  already  there,  would  have  been  no  wife  equal 
to  the  royal  army.     The  whole  number  of  continentals 
did  not  exceed  two  thoufand  five  hundred  men.     It  was 
thought  by  the  Americans,  that  the  enemy's  intentions, 
when  they  came  out,   were  to  drive  gen.  Waihington 
from  Morris-town,  and  to  fpread  defolation  throu^  that 
part  of  the  country.      Gen.  Greene,   confidering  the 
ftrength  of  the  enemy  and  the  weaknefs  of  the  conti- 
nental army,  was  defirous  that  the  commander  in  chief 
would  change  his  pofition,  under  the  plea  of  marching 
to  guard  the  heights  of  the  North  River,  on  the  alTumed 
fuppofition,  that  the  real  defign  of  the  enemy  was  againft 
tliem,  and  that  Knyphaufen's  attack  was  only  meant  as 
a  feint :  but  the  fudden  return  of  the  latter  to  Eliza- 
beth«town,  rendered  the  meafure  for  the  prefent  unne- 
ccflary.     The  murder  of  Mrs.  Caldwell  may  be  viewed 
as  the  aft  of  a  fingle  foldier  j  but  the  burning  of  houfes 
muft  be  placed  to  the  account  of  the  commanding  of* 
ficers.     Thefe  events  excited  fuch  an  enthufiaftic  rage, 
that  the  militia  turned  out  with  remarkable  Ipirit,  and 
did  themfelves  great  honor.    The  commander  in  chief, 
in  his  fubfequent  general  orders,  highly  commended  the 
behaviour  of  the  militia  and  all  the  corps  concerned  in 
oppofing  Knyphaufcn,  and  faid— ^^  Col.  Dayton  merits 
particular  thanks.'*     The  enemy  had  been  told^  bcfiit 
they  entered  on  the  trial,  that  fhould  they  marck  5000 
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men  into  Jerfey,  the  inhabitants,  difpirited  to  the  utmoft  ^7?flr 
on  account  of  the  misfortune  at  the  fouthward,  would 
fubmit  without  refiftance,  and  that  the  foUiery  of  the 
continental  army  would  defert  to  them  on  every  occa- 
fion.  This  army,  without  fuffering  by  defertions,  would 
not  have  been  able  to  have  kept  the  ^  field,  but  |br  the? 
affiftance  of  the  Jerfey  militia.  Its  weaknefa  was  occa-!^ 
fioned  by  the  numbers  who  h^d  left  it  when  their  inlift- 
mcnt  was  out ;  by  its  not  having  been  joined  by  a  fingle 
draught,  nor  received  two  hundred  recruits  from  all  the 
ftates  eaft  of  Maryland;  and  by  the  troops  that  had 
been  fent  on  for  the  proteftion  of  the  Carolinas.  It  re- 
ceived no  other  reinforcements  but  militia,  till  after  th? 
deftrudion  of  Springfield. 

The  royal  forces  remained  at  Elizabeth- town.  Sit 
H.  Clinton  on  his  arrival  at  New  York,  determined  tQ 
improve  on  the  original  defign,  and  to  aflTord  them  an 
opportunity  of  afting  with  effedt.  For  this  purpofe 
troops  were  embarked,  and  fuch  preparations  made,  gs  f 
indicated  an  immediate  expedition  up  the  North  Rive|\ 
Upon  this,  gen.  Wafhington,  to  be  ready  in  c^fe  of  any 
real  defign  againft  Weft  Point,  or  other  ftrong  holds  i^  . 
the  Highlands,  marched  with  the  grcateft  part  of  the  i 
army  toward  Pompton  on  the  aift,  leaving. about  700  i 
men  with  the  horfe  under  the  command  of  gen.  Greene.  -' 
His  march  was  fo  flow  (as  he  meant  not  to  increafe  his 
diftance  from  Greene  beyond  what  was  neceffary)  that  he 
was  only  about  eleven  miles  from  Morris-town  the  next 
day.  In  the  afternoon  Greene  fent  off  an  exprefs  to 
him  with  this  note — *^  June  22d,  Springfield  5  o'clock. 

—Mr. this  moment  returned  from  Elizabeth-town, 

fays,  that  the  Britiih  army  will  be  in  motion  this  even- 

B  b  a  .   ing. 
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1780.  ing.  The  gentleman  is  to  meet  the  Britilli  at  the  Weft 
Farms  this  evening  a  little  back  of  Newark.  He  left 
the  enemy  at  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  and  appears  to 
be  in  great  trepidation."  It  was  in  a  few  hours  follow- 
ed by  a  fecond — "  10  o'clock.  I  haVe  been  impati- 
ently waiting  in  confequence  of  the  intelligence  from 
M.  P  ■  1.  He  fays  he  is  employed  by  yotaf  excel- 
lency. May  not  the  enemy  be  apprized  of  his  being  a 
double  fpy,  and  endeavour  to  play  him  off  accordingly?" 
The  third  put  gen.  Wafliington  out  of  all  further  fuf- 

J"nc  penfe — "  23d,  6  o'clock.  The  enemy  are  out  on  their 
march  toward  this  place  in  full  force,  having  received 
a  confiderable  reinforcement- laft  night,"  When  it  got 
to  hand,  his  excellency  ordered  a  part  of  his  troops  to 
return  and  fupport  Greetie ;  but  the  aftion  was  over,  and 
the  enemy  retreated,  before  it  could  reach  him. 

The  royal  army  advanced  from  Elizabeth-^town  about 
5  in  the  morning.  Their  march  waS  rapid  and  com- 
paft,  and  in  two  columns,  one  on  the  main  road  lead- 
ing to  Springfield,  the  other  on  the  Vauxhall-road.  The 
'American  troops  were  neceflarily  fo  extended,  that  gen. 
Greene  had  fcarce  time  to  coUeft  them  at  Springfield, 
and  make  the  neceflary  difpofitions,  ere  the  enemy 
appeared  before  the  town,  when  a  cannonade  commenced 
on  each  fide.  They  continued  manoeuvring  in  Greene's 
front  for  upward  of  two  hours.  He  difpoled  of  the 
troops  in  the  beft  manner  he  could,  to  guard  his  flanks, 
fecure  a  retreat,  and  oppofe  the  advance  of  their 
columns.  Col.  Angell,  with  his  regiment,"  and  feveral 
fmall  detachments,  and  one  piece  of  artillery,  was  polled 
to  fecure  the  bridge  in  front  of  the  town.  Col.  Shricve's 
regiment  was  drawn  up  at  the  fecond  bridgCj  to  cover 
i  -     ^  the 


AMERICAN       R^  E  V  O  L  U.  T  I  O  N.  JTJ 

die  retreat  of  thofe  ported  at  the  fii-ft.  Major  Lee,  '7 89* 
with  his  dragoons  and  the  picquets,  were  pofted  at  Little- 
bridge  on  the  Vaiixhall-road,  and  col.  Ogden  was  de- 
tached to  fupport  them.  The  remainder  of  gens.  Max- 
well's and  Stark's  brigades  were  drawn  up  on  high 
grounds^  The  militia  were  on  the  flanks.  .While  the 
enemy  were  making  appearances  of  operation  on  their 
left,  their  right  column  advanced  on  major  Lec.  The 
bridge  was  difputed  with  great  obftinacy ;  but  the  ene- 
my by  fording  the  river,  and  gaining  the  point  of  a 
hill,  ^bliged  the  major,  with  his  party,  to  give  up  the 
pafs.  At  j.his  injiant,  their  left  column  began  the  ^tt^ck 
on  col  Angeli :  the  aftion  was  fevere,  and  lafted  about 
forty  minutes,  when  fup^rior  numbers  overcame  obfti* 
nate  bravery,  and  forced  the  Americans  to  retire  over 
the  fccond  bridge,  wherq  .  the  enemy  were  warmly  rCi- 
jceived  by  col.  Shrieve's  regiment ;  but  as  they  i^dvance^ 
\n  great  force,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery,  h?  had  or- 
ders to  join  the  brigade,  Greenie  would  have  made  9, 
detachment  in  time  for  the  fupport  of  Angeli,  but  wa§ 
in  expectation  that  the  royalifts  would  ford  the  river, 
the  dang,erous  confequence  of  which  was  tp  be  giiarde^ 
againll.  The  advantages  fhey  had  now  gained,  mad^ 
it  advlfable  for  gen.  Greene  to  take  pofl  with  his  troop? 
Vipon  a  range  of  hill;^,  where  the  roads  are  brought  fo 
near  to  a  pointy  that  fucpour  can  readily  be  given  from 
one  to  the  other.  Being  thus  cgmmpdioufly  pofted, 
the  general  hoped  that  they  would  h^ve  attempted  tq 
gain  the  heights ;  but  they  declined  it,  and  began  firing 
the  town.  Near  fifty  dwelling  houfes  were  burnt;i  an4 
the  whole  village,  excepting  four  houfes,  was  reduced 
^0  alhes.   This  conflagration  clofcd  the  en^erprife;    Tl^e 

P  l^  3  ftrength 


\ 
\ 


374  THE     HISTOKY     OF      THE 

17^0'ftrength  of  Greene's  fituation,  the  difficulties  of  the  ap- 
proach, an  ignorance  of  his  real  force,  and  the  bold  de- 
;  fence  made  at  the  bridge,  might  feverally  concur,  in 
preventing  all  further  attempt  to  penetrate  through  the 
intervening  hills  and  defiles,  that  they  might  gain  pof- 
feffion  of  Morris- town,  and  deftroy  the  American  ftorcs, 
magazines  and  defences  there  and  in  the  neighbourhood, 
which  appears  to  have  been  their  firft  obje<5b.  They 
made  a  fecond  retreat  from  Springfield,  being  purfiied 
^ith  great  fpirit  and  redoubled  animofity  by  the  militia 
(who  were  highly  enraged  at  the  conflagration  that  they 
•had  jufl:  beheld)  till  they  entered  Elizabeth-town,  which 
was  about  fun-fet.  They  pafled  on  to  Elizabeth-town 
Point,  where  they  continued  until  twelve  at  night,  and 
then  began  to  crofs  to  Staten  Ifland;  by  fix  the  next 
morning  they  had  totally  evacuated  the  point,  and  re- 
moved their  bridge.  They  fufFcrcd  confiderably  on  the 
t23d,  but  Greene's  lofs  was  trifling,  not  more  than  twenty 
jcilled,  and  about  fixty  wounded.  The  American  com- 
tnander  in  qhief,  in  general  orders  of  the  26th,  returned 
his  warmeft  thanks  to  gen.  Greene  and  ail  the  officers, 
for  the  good  conduft  and  gallantry  they  had  difplayed; 
^nd  took  particular  notice  of  col.  Angell  and  his  regi- 
ment. 

When  congrefs  had  received  information  from  the 
marquis  de  la  Fayette,  of  the  preparation  his  moft  chrif- 
tian  majefty  was  making  to  aid  the  United  States  with 
ti  powerful  naval  and  military  force ;  they  appointed  a 
committee  to  write  to  the  different  governments,  re- 
quiring them  to  fill  up  the  continental  army  and  to  fbr-r 
ward  fupplies,  in  order  to  a  readinels  for  co-^peratini? 
with  the  expedted  afliftance,^    The  commander  in  Chief 

and 
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and  other  popular  officers,  joined  in  ftimulating  them  671780* 
every  motive,  to  furnifh  fpeedily  their  refpeftive  quotas. 
The  difgrace  of  appearing  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of 
their  great  ally,  and  the  mifchief  which  muft  be  the  con-. 
fcquence,  were  ftrongly  urged.  The  people  were  paf- 
fionately  called  upon,  not  to  fuffer  the  curfe  of  another 
campaign  to  reft  upon  America.  They  were  told  that 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe  were  upon  them ;  and  that  their 
future  independence,  fortune  and  happinefs  depended 
upon  their  prefent  exertion.  Notwithftanding  thcfe  joint 
efforts,  gen.  Walhington  had  to  complain—"  It  is  with 
infinite  chagrin  and  mortification,  I  find  that  at  this 
day,  the  fourth  of  July,  more  than  fix  weeks  fincc  the  J^f  ^ 
firft  application  to  the  ftates  for  the  fuccour  necefTary  for 
the  intended  co-operation,  not  more  than  thirty  levies 
have  to  my  knowledge  joined  any  part  of  the  army: 
nor  have  I  any  information  what  has  been  efFe6ted  in 
this  refpeft  by  any  one  of  the  ftates.  Some  of  them 
have  not  even  informed  me  what  they  intend  to  do." 
The  MafTachufetts  general  court  had  indeed  ordered, 
by  their  refolves  of  June  the  5  th  and  a  3d,  a  reinforce- 
ment to  be  fent  on,  but  it  had  n6t  arrived.  A  volun- 
tary fubfcription  was  likewife  begun  about  the  beginning 
of  the  fame  month  in  Philadelphia,  for  the  raifing  of  a 
fund  of  hard  money,  to  be  given  as  bounties  to  fill  uj> 
the  full  quota  of  the  Pennfylvania  line.  The  general 
alfembly  of  that  ftate  had  on  the  ift  of  June  provided 
for  thofe  exigencies  in  war,  that  might  require  fudden 
and  extraordinary  exertions,  by  refolving  unanimoufly, 
that  durins:  the  recefs  of  the  houfe,  fhould  it  be  neccf- 
fary,  the  prefident  (Jofeph  Reed  efq;  whofe  name  has 
often  occurred)  or  vice-prefident  in  council,  beempow- 

B  b  4  ered 


'7^0'ercd  to  declare  martial  law  for  the  public  fecurity,  and 
the  fafety  of  the  citizens  of  that  commonwealth.     A 
bank  was  alfo  eftablilhed  for  fupplying  the   army  with 
provifions  j  and  a  number  of  gentlemen  engaged  to  fup- 
port  it  with  189,0001.  fterling,   payable   in  gold  and 
filver,  according  to  the  fum  againft  which  each  fub- 
fcribed  his  name  on  the  17th.  But  the  American  daiigh^ 
tcrs  of  liberty  in  Philadelphia,  were  defirous  of  Iharing 
with  the  gentlemen  in  the  fplendors  of  patriotifnn.  They 
had  long  afpired  to  the  honor  of  giving  the  continental 
army  fome  public  mark  of  the  elleem  they  entertained 
of  their  virtue  :  they  therefore  concluded  upon  forming 
an  aflbciation.     To  this  end  "  "Thejentimenls  of  an  Ame- 
rican Woman''  were  publifhed  in  the  Gazette  of  the  12th, 
and  the  day  following  feveral  ladies  aflembled.     It  was 
propofed  to  divide  the  city  into  ten  diftrifts,  nearly  equal 
in  extent,  and  to  invite  three  or  four  ladies  in  each  to  go 
to  every  houfe  in  their  ward,  and  to  prefent  to  each  wo- 
■  ijian  and  girl,  without  any  diftinftion,  a  fubicription  pa- 
per meant  to  procure  donations.     Forty  ladies  were  in- 
vited, who  undertook  the  tafk  afligned  them  with  plea- 
fure,  confidering  it  as  a  great  honor.     The  day  follow- 
ing the  invitation,  they  fet  out  on  foot,  obferving  to  keep 
exadlly  to  their  own  ward.     As  the  caufe  of  their  vifit 
was  known,  they  were  received  with  all  the  rcfpedl  due 
to  their  commiiTion :  in  the  mean  time  the  offering  in- 
tended for  the  foldiers  was  prefented  to  them.     They 
did  not  omit  a  fingle  houfe :  the  colleftion  they  made 
was  confiderable  j  but  has  been  much  increafed  by  do- 
nations from  ladies  in  the  country.     It  is  expedted  that 
their  example  will  be  more  or  lefs  followed  in  other 
ftates. 

For 
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For  the  honor  of  the  Pennfylvania  ftate,  you  rnufl:  be  i7^o.v^  ' 
furnifhcd  with  the  preamble  and  parts  of  an  adtpaffed 
the  I  ft  of  laft  March,  in  the  following  words — ^"  When 
we  contemplate  our  abhorrence  of  the  condition,  tt> 
which  the  arms  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  were  exerted 
to  reduce  us — when  we  look  back  on  the  variety  of 
dangers  to  which  we  have  been'expofed,  and  how  mira- 
culoufly  our  wants,  in  rnany  inftances,  have  been  fup- 
plied,  and  our  deliverances  wrought,  when  even  hope 
and  human  fortitude  have  become  unequal  to  the  con- 
fiift — v/e  are  unavoidably  led  to .  a  ferious  and  grateful 
fenfe  of  the  manifold  bleflings  which  we  have  unde- 
servedly received  from  the  hand  of  that  Being,  from 
whom  every  good  and  perfect  gift  cometh.  Imprefled  • 
with  thefe  ideas,  we  conceive  that  it  is  our  duty,  and  we 
rejoice  that  it  is  in  our  power,  to  extend  a  portion.c^ 
that  freedom  to  others,  which  hath  been  extended'  to 
us ;  and  a  releafe  from  that  ftate  of  thraldom,  to  which 
we  ourfelves  were  tyrannically  doomed,  and  from  which 
we  have  now  every  profpeft  of  being  delivered.  It  is 
not  for  us  to  enquire  why,  in  the  creation  of  mankind, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fevcral  parts  of  the  earth  were 
diftinguifhed  by  a  difference  in  feature  or  complexion. 
It  is  fufficient  to  know,  that  all  are  the  work  of  ^n  Air 
mighty  hand.  We  find  in  the  diftribution  of  the  human 
fpecies,  that  the  moft  fertile  as  well  as  the  moft  barren 
parts  of  the  earth,  are  inhabited  by  men  of  complexions 
different  from  ours,  and  from  each  other  i  from  whence 
we  may  reafonably  as  well  as  religioufly,  infer,  that  he 
who  placed  them  in  their  various  fkuations,  hath  ex- 
tended equally  his  care  and  prote&ion  to  all,  and  that  it 
becometh  not  us  to  counteradt  his  mercies.    We  efteem 

it 


378  THE    HISTORY     OF     THB 

1780.  ^t  a  peculiar  blefling  granted  to  us^  that  we  are  enabled 
in  this  day  to  add  one  more  ftep  to  univcrfal  civilization, 
by  removing,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  forrows  of  thofc 
who  have  lived  in  undefcrved  bondage,  and  from  which, 
by  the  affumed  authority  of  the  kings  of  Great  Britain, 
no  efFedtual,  legal  relief  could  be  obtained.  Weaned 
by  a  long  courfe  of  experience  from  thofc  narrow  pre- 
judices and  partialities  we  had  imbibed,  we  find  our 
hearts  enlarged  with  kindnefs  and  benevolence  toward 
men  of  all  conditions  and  nations  i  and  we  conceive 
ourfelves,  at  this  particular  period,  extraordinarily  called 
upon,  by  the  bleffings  which  we  have  received,  to  ma- 
nifcft  the  finccrity  of  our  profeflion,  and  to  give  a  fub- 
ftantial  proof  of  our  gratitude." 
/  -i.  "  And  whereas  the  condition  of  thofe  perfons,  who 
have  heretofore  been  denominated  negro  and  mulatto 
flaves,  has  been  attended  with  circumftances  which  not 
only  deprived  them  of  the  common  bleffings  that  they 
were  by  nature  entitled  to,  but  has  caft  them  into  the 
deeped  afflidions,  by  an  unnatural  feparation  and  iale  of 
hufband  and  wife  from  each  other,  and  from  their  chil- 
dren,—-an  injury,  the  greatnefs  of  which  can  only  be 
conceived  by  fuppofing  that  we  were  in  the  fame  un- 
happy cafe :— -In  juftice,  therefore,  to  perlbns  fo  unhap- 
pily circumftanced,  and  who,  having  no  profpedt  before 
them  whereon  they  may  reft  their  forrows  and  hopes, 
have  no  reafonable  inducement  to  render  their  fervice 
to  fociety,  which  otherwife  they  might  j  and  alio  in 
grateful  commemoration  of  our  own  happy  delivccancc 
from  that  ftate  of  unconditional  fubmiffion,  to  which  we 
were  doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britain— Be  it  ena&ed, 
that  no  child  born  hereafter  ihall  be  a  ilave--**that  negro 
4  and 
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and  mulatto  children  (hall  be  fervants  only  till  twenty-  ^1^^^ 
eight  years  of  age — that  all  flaves  fliall  be  regiftered  be- 
fore the  I  ft  of  November  next— that  negroes,  &c.  ihall 
be  tried  like  other  inhabitants-*-that  none  fhall  l?e  deemed 
flaves  but  thofe  regiftered—that  flaves  carried  away,  &c. 
from  this  ftate,  may  be  brought  back  and  regiftered—- 
and  that  no  negroes  or  mulattoes,  other  than  infants, 
fliall  be  bound  for  longer  than  fcven  years." 

The  expefted  fuccour  from  France  arrived  at  length  jui^ 
in  the  evening  of  Monday,  July  the  loth,  at  Rhode  'o* 
Ifland.  The  chevalier  de  Ternay  commands  the  fleer, 
confifting  of  two  ftiips  of  80  guns,  one  of  74,  four  of 
64,  two  frigates  of  40,  a  cutter  of  do,  an  holpital  fliip, 
pierced  for  64,  a  bomb  ftiip  and  32  tranfports.  Tht 
land  forces  confift  of  four  old  regiments,  befidc  the  legion 
de  Lauzun,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery*,  amounting  to 
about  6000  men,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
general  count  de  Kochambeau.  The  inhabitants  df 
Newport  illuminated  the  town  upon  the  occafion.  Gen* 
Heath  was  prefent  to  receive  the  troops  upon  their 
landing,  and  to  piit  them  into  poffeffidn  of  the  forts  and 
batteries  upon  the  ifland.  On  the  a4th,  a  committee  24. 
from  the  general  aflembly  of  the  ftate  then  fitting  in  the 
town,  waited  on  the  count  with  a  complimentary  ad- 
drefs.  Rochambeau  declared  m  his  anfwer,  that  he  only 
brought  over  the  vvan  guard  of  a  much  greater  force 
deftined  for  their  aid ;  and  that  he  was  ordered  by  the 
king  to  aflTure  them,  that  his  whole  power  fliould  be 
exerted  for  their  fupport.     "  The  French  troops,"  he 

*  The  lift  is  given  from  the  Providence  piper  of  July,  publiflicd  the 
week  after  their  arrival  at  Newport ;  and  dii&rs  from  the  Engliih  pub- 
lications, which  mention  in  the  lift  one  64.  and  two  74- gun  fliips,  five 
frigates  and  two  armed  Ihips, 

faid. 
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17S0.  faid,    ^'  are  under  the  ftricleft  difcipline;   and,   acting 
under  the  orders  of  gen.  Wafhington,  will  live  with  the 
Americans  as  their  brethren.     I   am  highly  fenfible  of 
the  marks  of  refpeft  fliown  me  by  the  general  aflembly, 
and  beg  leave  to  affurc  them,  that  as  brethren,  not  only 
my  life,  but  the  lives  of  the  troops  under  my  command, 
are  entirely  devoted  to  their  fervice."     The  French  ad- 
miral was  complimented  in  like  manner.      Four  dayj 
before,  the  American  commander  in  chief  ftrongly  re- 
commended to  the  officers  of  the  continental  army,  in 
general  orders,  the  wearing  of  black  and  white  cockades 
(the  ground  being  of  the  firft  colour,  and  the  relief  of 
the  fecond)  as  a  compliment  to,  and  a  fynihol  of  friendt 
fhip  and  affection  for  their  allies.     The  niarquis  de  la 
Fayette  arrived  ^t  Newport  from  head  quarters,   the 
fame  day  that  the  addrelTes  were  prefented  to  the  French 
commanders;    and  undoubtedly  carried  with  him  the 
fentiments  of  gen.  Walhington  on  the  movements  then 
making  on  the  part  of  the  Britifh.     Though  fidnniral 
Arbuthnot  had  only  four  fail  of  the  line  at  New  York,  on 
the  loth,  he  was  within  a  very  few  days  fo  ftrengthened  by 
the  arrival  of  adm.  Graves,  with  fix  {hips  of  the  line  from 
Great  Britain,  th^t  he  had  no  longer  any  apprehenfions  of 
an  attack  from  the  French  fquadron.     The  Britifh  com^ 
manders  had  indeed  fo  decided  a  fuperiority  of  fbrce^^  that 
they  loft  no  time  in  preparing  to  aftoffenfively,  both  by  fea 
and  land.     Sir  H.  Clinton  embarked  aboyt  S.ocxd  men, 
and  proceeded  to  Huntington  bay  inLonglfland,  mean- 
while the  militia  from  MalTachufetts  and  Connedticut  were 
ordered  to  Rhode  Ifland :  fo  that  the  French  regretted 
his  flopping  fhort,  and  declining  to  pay  them  a  vifit,  as 
they  were  well  prepared  to  give  him  a  warm  reception. 

■   At 
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At  tlie  fame  time  gen.  Wafiiington  defigned  availing ji?^®* 
himlelf  of  Sir  Henry's  abfence,  by  attacking  New  York.  5 
He  had  received  confiderable  reinforcements,  and  fud- 
denly  croffed    the  North  River  and  matched  toward/ 
Kings-bridge.     Sir  Henry  perceiving  what  was  intended,' 
dropped  his  expedition  to  Rhode  Ifland,  and  failed  for; 
New  York  on  the  ^^^y  aft^r  having  lain  feveral  days  inj  31, 
Huntington  bay,     Gen»  Wafhington  propofed  to  gen*  a 
Arnold  his  having  a  command  in  the  defigned  attack  on 
New  York.     The  propofal  threw  him  into   no  fmall 
confufion ;  but  Wafhington  had  no  fufpicions  raifed  by  ' 
it,  for  though  he  thought  him  mercenary,  he  had  not  • 
tlie  lead  idea  of  his  being  wanting  in  fidelity.     Arnold 
afterward  made  his  objeftions  to  fome  of  Wafhington's  / 
fuite,  and  urged  his  being  lame  as  difqualifying  him  forj 
aftivity  in  field  duty.     The  objeftions  being  reported  to  j^ 
the  commander  in  chief,  Arnold  was  ordered  to  proceed)   3. 
to  Weft  Point,  and  take  the  command  of  that  poft  and  j 
its  dependencies. 

We  muft  now  attend  to  an  event,  which  could  not  be 
related  in  chronological  order  without  difturbing  the 
preceding  narrative.  Gen.  Wafliington  being  informed, 
that  there  was  a  confiderable  number  of  cattle  and 
horfes  on  Bergen  Neck,  detached  gen.  Wayne,  on  the 
aoth  of  July^  with  the  ift  and  Id  Pennfylvania  brigade, 
four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  col.  Moyland's  regiment  of 
dragoons  to  bring  them  off.  He  contemplated  alfo  the' 
dcftruftion  of  a  block-houfe,  which  gave.fecurity  to  a 
body  of  refugees,  who  committed  depredations  on  the 
well  affefted  inhabitants  for  miles  round.  Wayne  hav- 
ing provided  againft  the  enemy's  intercepting  his  retreat, 
and  fent  down  the  cavalry  to  drive  off^the  ftock,  pro- 
ceeded 
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^1^0.  ceeded  to  the  block-houfc,  which  was  furfounded  with 
an  abbatis  and  ftockade.  He  tried  the  effefts  of  his 
field  pieces ;  but  found  them  too  light  to  penetrate  the 
logs.  The  troops  being  galled  the  mean  while,  by  a 
conftant  fire  from  the  loop  holes  of  the  houfe,  and  feeing 
no  chance,  of  making  a  \  breach  \^ith  the  cannon,  two 
regiments  ruflied  through  the  abbatis  to  the  foot  of  the 
ftockade,  with  a  view  of  forcing  an  entrance,  which 
was  imprafticable.  This  intemperate  vak>r  pccafioncd 
the  lofs  of  3  officers  wounded,  15  non-cornmiffioned 
and  privates  killed,  and  46  non-comaiifTioned  and  pri-t 
vates  wounded.  The  ftock  in  the  mean  time  was 
driven  off. 

Let  us  now  turn  our  eyes  to  South  Carolina  and  its 
I  neighbourhood :  where  the  BritiQi  troops  fpread  them- 
felves,  and  plundered  ^y  fyftem,  forming  a  general 
ftock,  and  appointing  commifTaries  of  captures.  Spoil 
thus  coUefted  was  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  royal 
army.  The  quantity  brought  to  market  was  fo  great, 
that  though  it  fold  uncommonly  low,  yet  the  dividend 
of  a  major  general  was  upward  of  four  thoufand  Britifli 
guineas.  The  private  plunder  of  individuals,  on  their 
feparate  account,  was  often  more  than  their  proportion 
of  die  public  ftock.  Over  and  above  what  was  fold  in 
Carolina,  feveral  veflels  were  fent  abroad  to  market, 
loaded  with  rich  fpoil  taken  from  the  inhabitants.  Up- 
ward of  two  thoufand  negroes  were  fhippcd  oflT  at  one 
embarkation. 

When  Charleftown  had  furrendered,  the  next  objeft 
with  the  Britifli  was  to  fecure  the  general  flibmiflion  of 
the  inhabitants.  To  this  end  they  pofted  garrifbns  in 
different  parts  of  t;he  country,  and  marched  a  large  body 
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of  troops  over  the  Santee  toward  that  extremity  of  then^o*^ 
Hate,  which  borders  on  the  moft  populous  fettlements 
of  North  Carolina.  Thiscaufed  an  immediate  retreat 
of  feme  American  parties,  that  had  advanced  into  the 
upper  parts  of  South  Carolina,  with  the  expeftation  of 
relieving  Charleftown.  The  total  rout  or  capture  of  all 
the  fouthern  continental  troops  in  the  ftate,  together  with 
the  univerfal  panic  occafioned  by  the  furrender  of  the 
capital,  fufpended  for  about  fix  weeks,  all  niilitary  op- 
pofition  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Britilh  army. 

Sir  H.  Clinton,  a  week  before  the  defeat  of  colonel 
Buford  by  Tarleton,  had  in  a  proclamation  denounced 
vengeance  againft  thofe  of  the  inhabitants,  who  Ihould 
continue,  by  force  of.  arms,  to  oppofe  the  re-eftablifli- June 
ment  of  Britifli  government.     On  the  ift  of  June,  he    /• 
and  adm.  Arbuthnot,    as  commiffioners  for  reftoring   ;    v 
peace  to  the  revolted  colonies,  offered,  by  proclamation,  :  . 
to  the  inhabitants,  with  a  few  exceptions,  pardon  for  paft  • 
offences,  and  a  reinflatement  in  the  pofTefTion  of  all  the  \ 
rights  and  immunities  they  had  heretofore  enjoyed  under  j 
a  free  Britifh  government,  exempt  from  taxatioriy  except  \ 
by  their  own  legi/laturey  as  foon  as  the  fituation  of  th^  \ 
province  would   admit.     Thefe  offers,  in  the  prefent 
fituation  of  affairs,  induced  the  people  in  the  country  to 
abandon  all  fchemes  of  further  refiflance.     The  militia 
to  the  fouthward  of  Charleflown  fcnt  in  a  flag  to  the 
Britifh  commandbg  officer  at  Beaufort,  and  obtamed 
terms  fimilar  to  thofe  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
capital.     At  Camden  the  inhabitants  met  the  Britifh 
with  a  flag,  and  negotiated  for  themfelves.     The  pciopk 
of  Ninety  Six  affembled  to  deliberate  what  courfe  they 
fhould  take.     Being  informed  that  the  Britifh  were  ad^ 

vancing. 
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j7So»     The  proceedings  of  congrcls  mull  now  again  engage 
our  attention. 

The  grand  council  of  the  Anierican  ftates  called  upon 
each,  in  February,  for  ipecific  fupplies  of  provifion  and 
forage.  *  But  before  thefe-'could  be  brought  in,  fuch  ad- 
v^tage  was  taken  of  the  public  wants,  that  the  nominal 
debt  of  the  continent  was  increafed  beyond  calculation. 
:  Depreciation  was  rapid.  The  enemy  took  courage,  and 
fet  every  engine  to  work,  by  counterfeiting  and  muld- 
plying  their  bafe  emillions,  to  decry  the  credit  c^  the 
paper  currency.  Congreis,  to  baBSie  their  defigns  and 
curb  intefline  avarice,  refolved  on  the  1 8  th  of  Marchi 
to  call  in  by  taxes  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  and  to  bum 
idl  the  paper  bills  heretofore  emitted  to  the  amount  of 
eoo  million  of  dollars,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  iflue  ten 
millions  of  new  money,  which  was  to  be  ifllied  as  faft  and 
DO  fafter  than  the  old  was  brought  in.  For  every  20 
dollars  of  the  old,  one  dollar  of  the  new  emifiion  was  m 
be  perfe^ed,  and  lodged  in  the  continental  loan  offices 
in  the  rcfpeftivc  ftates.  Thefe  new  bills  were  to  be  re- 
deemable in  fpecie,  within  fix  years  after  the  prefent, 
and  to  bear  an  intereft  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  to .  be 
paid  alfo  in  fpecie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills,  or  at 
the  election  of  the  owner  annually^  in  fterUng  bills  of 
exchange  on  the  American  commiflioners  in  Europe,  at 
four  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  dollar.  The  new  bills. 
were  to  iflue  on  funds  of  individual  ftates,  eftablifhed 
for  the  purpofe.  As  the  faid  bills  were  completed,  the 
ftates  refpcflively  on  whofe  funds  they  iliued  .were  to 
receive  fix  tenths  of  them,  and  the  remaindef  was  to  be 
fubjedt  to  the  orders  of  the  United. Sutes,  and  fvedmd 
to  the  ftates  on  whofe  funds  they  iflued^    TMk.  >hiUfi 

were 


were  to  be  receivdbfe  m  the  i^aymaxt  :of  ^  fnootiUy  *7tei 
quotas  or  taxes  of  each  Ibte,  2t  the  ikme  jrate  ^ith  Sff6»- 
cie,  or  of  one  Spanifli  miUed  daBar,  ia  lifia  of  fewy  iioi*" 
lars  of  the  old  bills  fttU'lo  circuktioti.    Bf  .tdas^  political 
contrivance  of  congreis,  v^ttiow  effib^  ^?«^  producai. 
The  value  of  the  new  bills  w^  <sq  be  re^  dofilfade  » 
that  of  the  old.     The  laft  were  eftim^ted  at  forty  for  a 
fpecie  dollar,  the  firft  at  par  with  fpecie :  th\is  ten  mil*' 
lions  of  new  were  equivalent  to  400  niiUions  of  die  <Mm 
The  feveral  ftates  had,  a  bait  held  out  to  them  to  iodttCC 
their  adoption  of  the  plan  5  in  that  each  was  to  receive 
fix  tenths  of  the  new  for  its  own  ufc,  while  the  remimu 
ing  four  were  fubjcft  to  the  orders  of  congrcfi.    Thofe 
who  had  amaiSed  large  quantities  of  the  old,  were  dit 
appointed  in  their  hopes  of  converting  it  into  fpecie^  dol*» 
lar  for  dollar  j  notwithftanding  all  die  fine  and  cspre& 
five  language  in  the  circiilar  ktter  of  congrels  l^  faft 
Septennber,  ilron^y  tending  to  enccmrs^  foch  ho|ie& 
The  real  injuitice  of  fubjefting  all  the  inhabitants  ;tO  dst 
redemption  of  the  old  paper  in  fpecie  at  par,  when  the 
generality  of  the  holders  received  it  at  a  coniidersble 
depreciation,  and  when  a  lai^  quantity  of  at  was  not 
circulated  in  the  firft  inftance  but  in  a  depreciated  con* 
diti^n,  was  fo  apparent ;  that  the  avoidance  of  it  by  tte 
refolution  of  congrefs  produced  no  convulficHi,  though 
there  was  a  violadon  cf  public  faith.  Many  fuSering  indi«- 
viduals  complained  lovjdly,  bvit  the  meafure  was  peaceably 
adopted.    Congrefs  have  aUp  fixed  the  value  of  certifi*. 
cates  given  for  money  loaned  from  September  1777  to 
March  1 7  80,  fo  rating  the  vahic  of  the  continental  pa- 
per between  thofe  two  periods,  as  diat  the  len^  ^mig^ 
feceiye  the  vabie  i>f  ^vbtf  wns  knt^  «od  idie  puUybc  not 
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this  proclamation,  the  fubmifliOn  of  the  South,  CaraliQaj|ptiM 
inhabitants  was  accepted  on  cafy  terms,  .AH,  with  a 
few  exceptions^  on  applying,  ob&uned  cither  p^x)les  ag 
prifoners,  or  proteftions  as  Britifh  fubjcfts:.  the  latter 
were  required  to  fubfcribe  a' declaration  of  their  allcgi-  I 
ance  to  the  king  j  this  however  was  frequently  omitted 
in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs.  An  unufual  calm  followed. 
But  the  proclamation  produced  aftoniflunent  and  con- 
fufion ;  efpecially  as  the  parties  referred  to  were  reqt^ired 
to  enrol  themfelves  as  militia,  under  the  royal  ftandard. 
Numbers,  confidering  themfelves  as  releafed  from  their 
parole  by  the  proclamation,  conceived  that  they  had  a: 
right  to  arm  againft  the  Britifh  j  and  were  induced  fo 
to  do,  from  the  very  menace  ufed  againft  thetp,  that 
they  who  did  not  enrol  themfelves  as  Bridfh  fubjefts, 
muft  expeft  to  be  treated  as  enemies.  Many  more  how- . 
ever,  for  convenience,  exchanged  their  }mroles  for  pro- 
teftions,  and  enrolled  themfelves  as  militia  3  feveral  un- 
doubtedly with  an  intention  of  breaking  through  the 
''ompulfory  tie,  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportunity  pre- 
fented. 

When  Sir  H.  Clinton  departed  from  Charlcftown, 
lord  Cornwallis  was  left  in  command  with  about  4000- 
men,  who  were  deemed  fully  fui&cient  for  extending  the 
Britifh  conquefts,  after  the  adoption  of  the  above  mea- 
fures  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  be  adtive 
in  fecuring  the  royal  government  now  eftabliftied.  On . 
the  5  th,  two  days  before  he  failed,  two  hundred  and  ten  of 
the  principal  inhabitants,  congratulated  him  and  the  ad- 
miral upon  their  fucceffes.  The  greater  part  of  thtta^ 
had  been  in  arms  againft  the  Britilh  during  the  fi^c^ 
and  a  few  had  been  leaders  «^  Ae  popular  government. 

Vol.  III.  C  c  In 
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row  hard  money  upon  the  eftateis^,  or  the.parts  of  eftates  i7»o# 
of  abfentees,  wherewith  ta  make  the  purchafcs;-  and 
on  the  fame  day  refolved,  that  in  cafe  the  monthly  fup- 
plies  of  beef  and  grain  agreed  upon,  could  not  be  pro- 
cured by  purchafe,  the  fame  Ihould  Be  impreffed;  It 
was  high  time  for  fomething  efFeftual  to  be  done :  for 
the  MafTachufetts  and  New  Hampfhire  lines  at  and 
about  Weft  Point,  though  but  a  handful  of  men,  had 
at  times  been  many  days  without  bread,  on  others  with- 
out meat,  and  a  long  while  on  half  allowance ;  and  the 
officers  in  the  fame  condition  with  the  privates,  having 
no  money  to  purchafe  neceflaries.  '  New  York,  though  • 
confuming  at  both  ends,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore,  ' 
had  her  compliment  of  continental  troops  in  the  field ; 
befide  having  raifed  in  the  month  of  May  800  new  le- 
vies to  guard  the  frontiers.  On  the  21ft  of  that  month. 
Sir  John  JoKnfon  made  his  appearance  at  Johnfon--hall. 
He  and  his  party  the  next  day  burnt  about  ^3  houfes 
and  out-houfes,  together  with  a  mill ;  deftroyed  cattle 
and  flieepi  and  killed  about  a  dozen  perfons.  After 
digging  up  his  plate,  he  marched  off.  While  New 
York  was  thus  fufFering,  and  ftill  exerting  herfelf,  fe- 
veral  of  her  fitter  ftates  that  were  in  full  and  peaceable 
poffeffion  of  their  territories,  feemingly  flept  in  fecurity, 
and  had  not  a  third  of  their  quota  of  men  in  the  field; 

The  American  crullers  have  been  fending  in  occafi^ 
onally  valuable  prizes  to  different  ports ;  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Bofton  particularly  have  been  lately  in  high  Ipil 
rits,  having  heard  within  this  fortnight,  that  nineteen 
Ihips  of  a  very  rich  outward  bound  Quebec  fleet  \7erc 
captured,  and  thaf  thr  privateers  Were  in  purfuit  of  the 
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1780.  vancing,  they  fent  a  flag  to  the  commanding  ojfficer, 
from  whom  they  learned,  that  Sir  H.  Clinton  had  dele- 
gated full  powers  to  capt.  Richard  Pearis  to  treat  with 
them.'  Articles  were  propofed  and  foon  after  ratified, 
by  which  they  were  promifed  the  fame  fccurity  for  theii^ 
perfons  and  property  which  Britifh  fubjefts  enjoyed. 
They  fubmitted  under  a  miftaken  opinion,  that  agree- 
able to  a  proclamation  previous  to  the  furrender  of 
Charleftown,  they  were  to  be  either  neutrals  or  prifoners 
on  parole.  Excepting  the  extremities  of  the  ftate  bor- 
dering on  North  Carolina,  the  inhabitants  continuing  in 
the  country  preferred  fubmiflTion  to  refiftance. 

Sir  H.  Clinton,  about  the  time  that  Charleftown  fur- 
rendered,  received  intelligence,  that  a  large  number  of 
land  forces  and  a  French  fleet,  commanded  by  M.  de 
Ternay,  might  foon  be  expefted  on  the  American  coaft. 
•  This  induced  him  to  reimbark  for  New  York  early  in 
/  June,  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  army,  which  other- 
;  wife  was  to  have  remained,  and  been  employed  in  the 
conqueft  of  the  adjacent  ftates.     But  before  he  failed, 
/    all  the  inhabitants  of  the  province,  and  prifoners  upon 
'     parole,  arid  not  in  the  military  line  (excepting  thofe 
June  taken  by  capitulation,  or  in  confinement  at  the  furrender 
3*     of  Charleftown)  were,  by  proclamation  of  June  the  3d, 
freed  from  all  fuch  paroles  from  and  after  the  20th  of 
the  month ;  and  in  cafe  of  their  afterward  negle£bing  to 
return  to  their  allegiance  and  his  majefty's  government, 
were  to  be  confidered  as  enemies  and  rebels  to  the  {ame^ 
and  to  be  treated  accordingly.     It  was  dcfigned,  by  this 
arbitrary  change  of  their  relative  condition,  to  oblige 
them,  without  their  confent,  to  take  an  a£livepart  in 
fctding  and  fecuring  the  royal  government.     Prior  to 
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this  proclamation,  the  fuboHfliOn  of  the  South  Cardioa  xptei 
inhabitants  was  accepted  on  cafy  terms.  .All,  with  a  ' 
few  exceptions^  on  applying,  obtained  cither  paroles  a« 
prifoners,  or  protections  as  Britiih  iubjt&s:  the  latter 
were  required  to  fubfcribe  a' declaration  of  their  allegi- 
ance to  the  king  j  this  however  was  frequently  omitted 
in  the  hurry  of  bufinefs.  An  unufual  calm  followed* 
But  the  proclamation  produced  afloniftunent  and  con- 
fulion;  efpecially  as  the  parties  referred  to  were  reqi^ired 
to  enrol  themfelves  as  militia,  under  the  royal  ftandard. 
Numbers,  confidering  themfelves  as  releafed  from  their 
parole  by  the  proclamation,  conceived  that  they  had  a: 
right  to  arm  againft  the  Britifli  j  and  were  induced  fo 
to  do,  from  the  very  menace  ufed  againft  thetp,  that 
they  who  did  not  enrol  themfelves  as  Bridlh  fubjedfa, 
muft  expeft  to  be  treated  as  enemies.  Many  more  how- . 
ever,  for  convenience,  exchanged  their  paroles  for  pro- 
teftions,  and  enrolled  themfelves  as  militia  5  feveral  un- 
doubtedly with  an  intention  of  breaking  through  the 
-"ompulfory  tie,  as  foon  as  a  proper  opportunity  pre- 
fented. 

When  Sir  H.  Clinton  departed  from  Charleftown, 
lord  Cornwallis  was  left  in  command  with  about  4xxx>' 
men,  who  were  deemed  fully  fufiicient  for  extending  the 
Britifh  conquefts,  after  the  adoption  of  the  above  mea- 
fures  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  to  be  adive 
in  fecuring  the  royal  government  now  eftablilhed.  On . 
the  5  th,  two  days  before  he  failed,  two  hundred  and  ten  of 
the  principal  inhabitants,  congratulated  him  and  the  ad- 
miral upon  their  fuccefTes.  The  greater  part  of  t^em.i 
had  been  in  arms  againft  the  Britiih  during  the  fiegc, 
and  a  few  had  been  leaders  ii^  the  popular  govemnoent. 

Vol.  III.  C  c  In 
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«7^  his  prcdcccffor  with  due  confideration,  conBrmed  lus 
(landing  orders,  and  requefted  that  he  would  keep  the 
command  of  his  divifion  as  formerly  in  the  grand  army. 
The  Baron's  divifion  confifted  of  all  the  Maryland  and 
Delaware  troops :  thefe  with  a  fmall  legionary  corps  un- 
der col.  Armand,  confiding  of  about  60  horfe  and  as  I 
many  foot  foldiers,  who  arrived  a  few  days  before,  and 
three  companies  of  artillery,  conftituted   the  whole  of 

,  .  the  army.  The  Baron  with  great  fatisfaftion  complied 
with  Gates's  requefl:.  A  confiderable  body  of  North 
Carolina  militia  had  taken  the  field  under  gen.  CafwelL 
His  appointment  and  inftruftions  to  join  and  co- operate 
with  the  regular  forces  had  been  announced  to  the  Ba- 
ron, who  daily  expefted  his  arrival,  and  with  him  a 
confiderable  fupply  of  provifions.  CafwcU  however, 
upon  the  plea  of  preventing  fome  difaffefted  inhabitants 
from  taking  arms  in  favor  of  the  enemy,  excufed  his  not 
complying  v/ith  the  inftruftions ;  and  as  to  the  flij^ly 
though  promifed,  no  part  of  it  ever  arrived.     On  the 

Ju^7  morning  of  July  the  27th,  gen.  Gates  marched  at  the  head 
^*  of  the  army,  to  efieft  a  junftion  of  the  regular  and  ir- 
regular forces,  to  aflTume  an  appearance  of  hoftile  views 
upon  the  enemy's  advanced  poft:s,  and  in  expe<3?ation 
of  fharing  with  the  militia  the  fupplies  they  received 
from  the  ftate.  The  troops  paffed  Deep  river  at  the  Buf- 
falo-ford, and  encamped  in  the  afternoon  at  Spinks's 
farm  on  the  road  to  Camden, 

Here  we  fliall  leave  tliem  till  time  apd  future  opera* 
rions  yield  us  the  materials  for  proceeding  in  the  hiftory 
rf  the  fouthern  department.  However  we  muft  not 
quit  North  Carolina  without  mentioning,  that  Mr.  Juf- 
tice  Pendleton  ftatcd  to  lord  Cornv/^lis,  in  a  letter  dated 

Nev^ 
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Newbern,  July  20,  the  reafons  that  urged  him  to  leave  *1^^ 
Charleftown  without  the  permiflion  of  the  commandajitj 
left  the  fame  fhould  be  reprefented  as  a  breach  of  his  pa- 
role, and  of  coui-fe  infamous  and  difhonorable.  The 
letter  relates,  that  the  morning  of  the  day  the  juftice 
left  the  town,  he  was  informed,  that  the  preceding  nighiC 
a  party  had  aflenribled  together  to  take  him  out  of  his 
houfe  and  put  him  to  death  ;  and  that  it  would  certainly 
have  been  efFefted,  had  not  aBritifh  officer,  capt:  Coh- 
ftable,  prevailed  on  them  to  confider  further  of  the  mat- 
ter. To  fhow  his  utmoft  reliance  on  his  lordfhip^s  ho- 
nor, he  fays  in  it—"  I  will  immediately  return  to  my 
parole  in  Charleftown,  if  I  obtain  your  promife  that  no 
further  injury  or  infult  fhall  be  offered  me.  I  require 
no  other  fecurity."  He  then  adds — "  There  are  many 
Englifh  officers,  my  lord,  that  have  intelligent  and  ge- 
nerous fpirits,  that  know  it  is  impoffible  to  fk  any  im- 
mutable ftandard  of  opinion  in' politics,  any  more  diaii 
religion ;  and  therefore  not  impoffible  that  a  very  up- 
right and  virtuous  man  nniay  be  a  member  of  congrefe, 
governor,  judge,  &c.  notwidiftanding  the  common  epi- 
thet of  rebel  fo  freely  beftowed  on  them.  Such  men  (it 
is  no  matter  which  fide  their  principles  lead  them  to  em^ 
brace)  behold  human  mifery  in  every  fhape,  or  from 
whatever  caufe  derived,  with  pity  and  concern,  and  by 
compaffion  and  politenefs  endeavour  to  foften  and  mi- 
tigate it :  but  the  malignity  and  virulence  of  Scotch 
(with  fome  few  exceptions)  and  American  refugee  offi- 
cers (with  none  at  all)  whether  in  a  civil  or  military  line, 
is  Angularly  confpicuous  throughout  this  war,  and  can- 
not be  defcribed  but  in  t?rms  offenfive  to  the  pen  of  a 
gentleman."  ..:■•■• 

The 
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i7Ror     The  prcxrcedings  of  congrcfs  muft  now  again  engage] 
our  attention. 

The  grand  council  of  the  American  ftates  called  upon  I 
each,  in  February,  for  ipecific  fupplies  of  provifion  and' 
forage.   '  But  before  theie  could  be  brought  in,  fiich  ad- 
v^tage  was  taken  of  the  public  wants,  that  the  nomiDal 
debt  of  the  continent  was  increafed  beyond  calculation. 
Depreciation  was  rapid.     The  enemy  took  courage,  and 
fet  every  engine  to  work,  by  counterfeiting  and  nnilti- 
plying  their  bafe  emiffions,  to  decry  the  credit  of  the 
paper  currency.     Congrefs,  to  baffle  their  defigns  and 
curb  inteiline  avarice,  refolved  on  the  1 8  th  of  March, 
to  call  in  by  taxes  in  the  courfe  of  one  year,  and  to  buni 
ail  the  paper  bills  heretofore  emitted  to  the  amount  of 
ftoo  million  of  dollars,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  iJTue  ten 
millions  of  new  money,  which  was  to  be  ifllied  as  faft  and 
no  failer  than  the  old  was  brought  in.     Fch-  every  20 
dollars  of  the  old,  one  dollar  of  the  new  emifllon  was  t9 
be  perfe^ed,  and  lodged  in  the  continental  loan  offices 
in  the  rcfpeftive  ftates.     Thefe  new  bills  were  to  be  re- 
deemable in  fpecie,  within  fix  years  after  the  preient, 
and  to  bear  an  intereft  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent,  to  be 
paid  alfo  in  fpecie  at  the  redemption  of  the  bills^  or  at 
the  eleftion  of  the  owner  annually^  in  fterling  bills  of 
exchange  on  the  American  commiffioners  in  KuropCj  at 
four  {hillings  and  fixpence  per  dollar.     The  new  bills 
were  to  iflfue  on  funds  of  individual  ftatesj  eftablifhed 
for  the  purpofe.    As  the  faid  bills  were  completed^  the 
ftates  refpe&ively  on  whofe  funds  they  ifiued  were  tx> 
receive  fix  tenths  of  them,  and  the  remaindef  was  to  be 
fubjeft  to  the  orders  of  the  United. States^  and  pediicd 
to  the  ftates  on  whofe  funds  they  iffued*    Theft.  Inlls 

were 


were  to  be  receivitble  Hi  Ac  |)a7tncnt  rof  jdie'  tHMtMy  t^jte* 
quotas  or  taxes  of  each  fbite,  at  the  Stmt  jraje  ^ith  J|ic^ 
cie,  or  of  one  Spanifla  milled  doBaa-,  ia  lifij  of  iJDatjr  dcd« 
Urs  of  the  old  bills  ftiU'in  circubtion.    Sy  .t^  politic^) 
contrivance  of  congreife,  v^riou*  efffisfljs  -vwre  pffoduced. 
The  value  of  the  new  bilk  w^  <5Q  be  rwUy  dodtfalc  » 
that  of  the  old.    The  laft  were  eftimated  at  forty  ibr  a 
ipecie  dollar,  the  firft  at  par  with  fpecit :  lim  ten  mil- 
lions of  new  were  equivalent  to  400  nniUians  of  the  tddi 
The  feveral  ftates  had,  a  bait  held  out  to  them  to  iodittce 
their  adoption  of  the  plan ;  in  that  each  was  to  ircceive 
fix  tenths  of  the  new  for  its  own  ufc,  while  the  remaku 
ing  four  were  fubjedt  to  the  orders  of  congrcfi.    Thcrfc 
who  had  amafled  large  quantities  of  the  old,  were  dit- 
appointed  in  their  hopes  of  conyerdog  it  into  ipecie,  dd^ 
lar  for  dollar ;  notwidiftanding  aU  die  fine  and  expre& 
five  language  in  the  circular  ktter  of  congrels  the  h& 
September,  ibron^y  tending  to  eACc»ars^  &ch  hopcs^ 
The  real  injufiice  of  fub^eAing  all  the  inhabitants  ;to  \bt 
redemption  of  the  old  paper  in  fpccie  at  jpdr,  when  the 
generality  of  the  holders  received  it  at  a  coofiderable 
depreciation,  and  when  a  large  quantity  of  it  was  not 
circulated  in  the  firft  inftancc  but  in  a  depreciated  caa* 
dition,  was  fo  apparent ;  that  the  avoidance  of  it  by  tte 
refolution  of  coi^rcls  produced  no  convulfion,  though 
there  was  a  violadon  of  public  faitlu  Many  fufierii^  kidi«- 
viduals  complained  loudly,  btit  the  meafure  was  peaceably 
adopted.    Congrefs  ha*:c  alfo  iixed  the  value  pf  certUi^ 
cates  given  for  money  loaned  fi-om  September  1777  to 
March  1780,  fo  rating  the  vahic  of  die  continental  pa^ 
per  between  thofe  two  periods,  as  diat  the  lend^  mig^ 

feceive  d>e  value  pf  ^viua  was  knt^  md  idie  ptil^  iiot 

be 
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1780.  be^  loaded  with  a  debt  for  which  it  had  not  an  equiv^ 
lent.  On  the  20th  of  March,  they  rcfolvcd  upon  re- 
commendmg  it  to  the  dates,  to  revife  their  laws,  mak- 
ing the  continental  bills  a  tender  for  the  difcharge  of 
debts  and  contra6bs,  and  to  amend  the  fame  fo  as  Ihall 
be  judged  moft  conducive  to  juftice  in  the  prelent  ftatc 
of  the  paper  currency. 

A  few  particulars  that  chiefly  relpe<£t  the  Mafla- 
chufctts  and  New  Hampfliirc  ftates  remain  to  be  re- 
lated. 

When  the  Hamplhire  houfe  of  aflembly  (about  fixty 
rcprefentatives  being  prefent)  debated  at  Exeter  in  what 
way  to  raife  their  quota  of  men,  a  certain  mode  was 
propofed.  About  a  dozen  voted  for  it  5  however,  no 
perfons  voting  againft  it  when  called  upon,  the  aft  of 
the  former  was  declared  to  be  a  vote,  and  the  meafure 
cftabliihed.  But  in  cafe  of  its  proving  difguftful  to  their 
conftituents,  almoft  every  member  of  the  houfe  could 
fay,  that  he  did  not  vote  for  it,  which  would  paf$  with 
the  inattentive  for  a  fufficicnt  apology. 

The  towns  and  diftrifts  of  the  Maflachufetts,  by  the 
direftion  of  the  general  court,  made  choice  of  delegates 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  fetding  a  confiitittiim  for  the  com- 
monwealtby  who  met  in  convention  at  Cambridge  on  the 
I  ft  of  September  1779,  ^^  continued  by  adjournments 
Mar.  to  the  ad  of  laft  March :  when  having  agreed  upon  a 
*•  form  of  government,  they  fubmitted  it  to  the  revifion 
of  their  conftituents,  in  order  to  the  completing  of  the 
fame  at  a  feflion  to  be  held  at  Bofton  for  that  purpofei 
on  the  firft  Wednefday  of  the  following  June.  Copies 
were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the  feledbmen  of*  each  .towi\, 
and  die  committees  of  each  plantation,  to  be  laid  before 

their 
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their  refpeftive  inhabitants.    If  the  major  part  of  them,  «7*^ 
when  legally  aflembled  on  the  bufinefs,  difapprovcd  of 
any  particular  claufe>  they  were  to  ftate  their  objedtions 
diftinftly,  with  the  reafons.     The  fame  were  to  be  tranf^ 
mitted  to  the  fecretary  of  the  convention,  together  with 
the  number  of  voters  in  the  faid  town  and  plantation 
meetings,  on  each  fide  of  every  queftion ;  that  {o  the 
convention,  at  the  adjournment,  might  colleft  the  ge- 
neral fenfe  of  their  conftituents  on  the  feveral  parts  of . 
the  propofed  conftitution.     If  there  did  not  appear  to  be  j 
two  thirds  of  their  conftituents  in  favor  of  it,  the  con-  \ 
vention  were  to  alter  it  fo  as  that  it  might  be  agreeable " 
to  the  fentiments  of  two  thirds  of  the  voters  through  the 
ftate.     It  was  alfo  recommended  to  the  inhabitants  to 
empower  their  delegates  at  the  next  feffion,  to  agree 
upon  a  time  when  the  form  of  government  Ihould  take 
place,  without  returning  the  fame  again  to  the  people  5 
provided,  that  two  thirds  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  and  upward,  voting  in  the  fe- 
veral meetings,  agreed  to  the  fame,  or  the  convention 
conformed  it  to  the  fentiments  of  two  thirds  of  their 
conftituents.    When  the  convention  met  on  the-  7th  of  , 
June  as  propofed,  they  agreed  upon  the  laft  Wednelday  \ 
of  Oftober,  the  25th,   for  the  commencement  of  the   ', 
new  form  of  government  j  as  it  appeared  upon  exami-    \ 
nation,  that  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  voters  approved  / 
of  it.     Direftions  have  been  given  for  the  eleftion  of  \ 
governor,  lieut.  governor,  &c.  according  to  the  mode 
prefcribed  by  it  againft  that  memorable  day.     The  con- 
ftitution confifts  of  two  parts— a  declaration  of  rights— 
and  the  frame  of  government.    Upon  reading  it,  you 

.     will 
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rfto.  ^viH  probably  pronounce  it  equa^  if  not  faptnor  to  aof 
upon  die  continent.. 

Not^thftanding  all  die  anxiedes  and  avtx:aticMis  at* 

,  ttnding^  the  war  wherem  they  were  engaged^  the  Mafia- 

Maf  chufetts  general  court  pafled  an  a£k  to  incoiporate  and 

^      eftablifk  a  fociety  for  the  cultivation  and  promotion  of 

.   the  arts  and  fciences,  by  die  name  of-— The  Ambrican 

AcAD£MY  OP  Arts  and  Sciences.    The  numb^  of 

the  laid  academy,  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  ftace^  are 

not  to  be  at  any  time  more  than  two  hundred,  nor  kfi 

than  forty.    A  bill  to'  the  like  purpofe  was  brought  into 

the  houfe  in  a  former  feflion;   but  the  names  of  die 

gendemen  inferted  being  unintendonaUy  arranged  fay  the 

perfons  draughting  it,  fo  as  feemingly  to  give  pre-eminence 

to  another  before  Mr.  Hancock,  the  laft  declared  in  d^ 

houfe  againil  having  any  concern  in  it,  and  it  fell  to 

the  ground :  but  an  alphabetical  arrangement  in  the  new 

one  removing  the  umbrage,  the  fame  pafled  into  an  a£h 

June      The  court  agreed  upon  raifing  3934  men  for  the  con* 

^*      dnental  army  for  fix  months;  and  on  the  a  ad,  4716 

more  for  three  months,  and  the  men  were  to  be  paid  in 

gold  or  filver,  or  bills  equivalent  thereto.     The  feled- 

men  of  the  feveral  towns  were  ordered  to  colled:  Ihirts, 

(hoes,  fteckings,  &c.  and  fubjefted  to  penalties  in  cafe 

of  noa-compliance.     They  were  alfo  direfbed  to  draught 

and  procure^  men.     But  notwithftanding  thefe  promifing 

exertionsy  the  general  court  will  not  have  fumifhed  gen. 

Wafliingcon-  by  the  beginning  of  Auguft  with  men  fufl 

.    fident-  tt>  make  good  the  ftate  deficiency ;  for  by  his 

returns  of  the  %2^^  5 1 17  were  wanting  to  comjJetfr  the 

MalTachufetts  battalions.  •    That  they  might  funnfli  Ac 

19,     pwvifions  required  by  congrefs,  they  determined  to  bor- 

xow 
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row  hard  money  upon  the  eftates,  or  thc.parts  of  cftates  i^go. 
of  abfentees,  wherewith  ta  make  the  purchafesj  and 
on  the  fame  day  refolved,  that  in  cafe  the  monthly  fup* 
plies  of  beef  and  grain  agreed  upon,  could  not  be  pro- 
cured by  purchafe,  the  fame  Ihould  Be  impreffed;  It 
was  high  time  for  fomething  effeftual  to  be  done :  for 
the  Maflachufetts  and  New  Hampfhire  lines  at  and 
about  Weft  Point,  though  but  a  handful  of  men,  had 
at  times  been  many  days  without  bread,  on  others  with- 
out meat,  and  a  long  while  on  half  allowance  j  and  the 
officers  in  the  fame  condition  with  the  privates,  having 
no  money  to  purchafe  neceffaries.  *  New  York,  though 
confuming  at  both  ends,  and  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
had  her  compliment  of  continental  troops  in  the  field ; 
befide  having  raifed  in  the  month  of  May  800  new  le- 
vies to  guard  the  frontiers.  On  the  21ft  of  that  month. 
Sir  John  JoKnfon  made  his  appearance  at  John(bn*hall. 
He  and  his  party  the  next  day  burnt  about  33  houfes 
and  out-houfes,  together  with  a  mill ;  deftroyed  cattle 
and  flieepj  and  killed  about  a  dozen  perfons.  After 
digging  up  his  plate,  he  marched  off.  While  New 
York  was  thus  fuffering,  and  ftill  exerting  herfelf,  fe- 
veral  of  her  fifter  ftates  that  were  in  full  and  peaceable 
poffeffion  of  their  territories,  feemingly  flept  in  fecurity, 
and  had  not  a  third  of  their  quota  of  men  in  the  field; 

The  American  cruifers  have  been  fending  in  occafi« 
onally  valuable  prizes  to  different  ports  j  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Bofton  particularly  have  been  lately  in  high  Ipl- 
rits,  having  heard  within  this  fortnight,  that  nineteen 
fhips  of  a  very  rich  outward  bound  Quebec  fleet  were 
captured,  and  thaf  the  privateers  ^crc  in  purfuit  of  the 

re- 
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1780.  remainder.  Several  of  them  will  undoubtedly  be  brou^ 
lafe  into  one  or  other  of  the  ftates  *. 


LETTER      XII. 

Rotter  dam  y  Aug.  a  6,   1780. 
Friend  G. 

jJJ^*  T  T  I S  Britlih  majefty  went  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and 
25.  ^^  opened  the  feflion  of  parliament.  The  royal 
fpeech  was  totally  filent  with  refpeft  to  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies :  but  ftiled  the  prefent,  one  of  the  moft 
dangerous  confederacies  that  ever  was  formed  ag^ainft  the 
crown  and  people  of  Great  Britain.  It  recommended 
to  the  lords  and  commons  the  confideration  of  what 
further  advantages  might  be  extended  to  the.  kingdom 
of  Ireland,  by  fuch  regulations  as  may  efFe£tually  pro- 
mote the  interefts  of  all  the  Britifh  jdominions.  The 
aeceflity  of  the  recommendation  was  evident  from  what 
h^d  already  happened  upon  the  meeting  of  the  Irilh 
parliament  in  Oftober.  The  further  proceedings  of  the 
people  of  Ireland  difcovered  a  determination  to  fccure  to 
themfelves  fubftantial  benefits  fi'om  a  crifis  fb  peculiarly 
favorable  to  the  views  of  the  patriotic  party.  The  afib- 
ciators  being  jealous,  that  if  the  fypplics  were  granted 
as  ufual  for  two  years,  a  fuddcn  prorogation  of  parlia- 
ment would  put  an  end  to  all  hope  of  amicable  rcdrefi 

■ 

^  About  fourteen  were  bron^  iiu 

for 
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for  the  prefent,  called  out  for  a  fhort  money  bill  of  fix  ^179' 
months  only,  and  it  became  the  general  cry  of  Ireland.  . 
The  reprefentatives  at  length  found,  that  it  was  indif-  ; 
penfably  requifite  for  them  to  comply^  and  the  fhort  ; 
money  bill  was  accordingly  pafled.  A  neceffity  equally  j 
convincing,  fecured  the  paflage  of  that  humiliating  and 
mortifying  a6t  in  Great  Britain  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber. Six  days  after,  the  king  gave  his  affent  to  a  bill 
for  granting  a  free  trade  to  Ireland.  The  golden  op- 
portunity admitting  of  it,  the  people  of  that  kingdom 
have  proceeded  lb  far  as  abfolutely  to  deily  the  right  of 
the  Britilh  parliament  to  bind  that  country  in  any  cafe 
whatever.  .       ? 

Government  received  advice  on  the  i8th  of  Decem- 
ber, that  the  fdrt  of  St.  Ferdinando  de  Omoa,  the  keV 
to  the  bay  of  Honduras,  had  been  taken  about  the  aoth 
of  Oftober^  by  the  troops  under  the  comm^and  of  capt.' 
Williani  Dalrymple,  whoiiad  been  fent  by  the  governor 
of  Jamaica  to  the  Mufquito  IhorCi  :  The  rneii  by  the: 
help  of  ladders  fcaled  the  walls,  though  28  feet  high,  and 
thus  made  themfeives  maftersof  die  fort.  Tworegifter 
Ihips,  with  the.  cargoes  of  other  veflels  of  note^  worth 
three  millions  of  dbllars,  were  alfo  talcferf;  All  was 
gained  with  the  lofs  only  of  about  20  killed  aftd  wounded 
on  the  Britifh  fide^  and  very  ftw  more  on  the  fide  of  the 
Spaniards.  .    .    ,  . 

Intelligence  having  been  tfanfmitted  t(S  the  Britifha?**! 
adminiftration,  [by  fome,-.  ic  is  thought, .  whofe  duty: 
bound  them  to.  keep  the  fecrets  of  the  Dutch  councils}: 
that  a  number  of  Dutch  fliips,  laden  witli' timber  and. 
naval  ftores  for .  the  Ercftch  feirvice, :  in  order  .to  cfcape 
the  danger  of.  Britiih.  cniilirs,  ace eaipaaied^conut  By-i 
.   Vol,  IIL  Dd      ^'  land. 
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'7^<5'land,  who  was  to  efcort  a  convoy  to  the  Mediterranfani 
capt.  Fielding  was  fent  out  with  a  proper  force  to  exa- 
mine the  convoy,  and  to  feize  any  vcffels  ccmtaining 
thofe  articles,  which  the  Britiih  deemed    contraband. 
On  the  meeting  of  the  fleets,   capt.  Fielding  defircd 
pcrmiffion  to  vific  the  merchant  Ihips  ;  being  refufed,  he 
diipatched  his  boats  for  that  purpose,  which  were  fired 
at :  the  captain  then  fired  a  (hot  ahead  of  Ae  I>utch  ad- 
miral, who  anfwered  k  by  a  broadiide*     Count  Byland 
having  received  another  in  return,  and  being  in  no  con« 
dition  to  purfue  the  conteft  further,  immediaceiy  ftruck 
his  colours.    Moft  of  the  Ibips  which  occafioned  the 
conteft,  had  already,  through  the  length  and  darknefs 
of  the  night,  and  by  keeping  in  with  die  flrare,  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  proceeded  withotit  interrtiption  to  the 
French  ports-    The  few  that  remained  with  oaral  ftorts 
on  board  were  ftopped>  and  the  Dutch  admiral  was 
then  informed,  that  he  might  hoiit  his  colours  and  pro* 
fecute  his  voyage :  he  did  the  firft,  bnt  declined  die 
other,  and  accompanied  the  Britiifh  fquadron  to  Spxthead   I 
^^^    the  fourth  of  January ;  where  he  remained'  tiQ  he  it- 
ccivcd  frefh  inftruftions  from  his  mafters* 

The  right  (whether  fupported  by  a£tual  treaties  or 
not)  which  the  Britiih  claimed  and  exerdfed .  over  the 
veflels  of  foreign  powers,  though  not  at  war  with  tfaem> 
when  they  fufpedted  or  found  that  they  were  ladrn  cither 
.i     with  naval  ftores,  and  bound  to  the  ports  of- their  ene- 
mies, or  with  the  property  of  the  latter>  fiiggefted  the 
idea  of  an  armed  neutrality.    One  of  the  diplomatic 
body  alTured  my  friend  at  Paris^  that  die  ^fflrtoirr  icing 
of  Sweden  communicated  the  firft  hint  of  fe  tt)'  coufit 
Panin,  with  whom  it>jQept  foribme  timebe&re  ic'im 
5  '  -  --mentktted 


c 
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.  tncntioned  to  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia.    At  length  it  was  ffto. 
matuted ;  and  on  the  26th  of  February,  the  court  of  1 
Peterfburgh  iflued  a  manifcfto  or  declaration,  which  has 

*  been  the  mean  of  forming,  under  the  name  of  an  arimd 
neutrality y  a  naval  and  military  alliance  and  confederacy 
between  Ryffia  and  other  neutral  powers.  The  £rcat 
principle  of  the  piece,  and  of  the  confederacy  to  whiclj 
it  has  given  birth,  is,  thax  free  bot Urns  mah  fr^e  goods  % 

!*  and  is  thus  particularized — "  Neutral  (hips  (hall  enjoy 

a  free  navigation  even  from  port  to  port^  and  on  the  coaft^ 

of  the  belligerent  powers :— All  efFefts  belonging  to  th^ 

'  fubjefts  of  the  faid  belligerent  powers  Ihall  be  looke4 

'  upon  as  free,  on  board  fuch  neutral  ihips,  accept  only 

'  fuch  goods  as  are  ftipulated  contraband :-— In  order  to 

'  determine  what  chara6terizes  a  port  Rocked  up  [into 

'  which  neutral  fhips  are  not  to  have  free  ingrefs]  that  de^ , 

nomination  fhall  not  be  granted,  but  to  fuch  places,  be-* 

fore  which  there  are  a6tuaUy  a  number  of  enemy's  flbtipfi 

ftationed  neaj;  enough,  fo  as  to  make  its  entry  danger- 

•  ous.''  Great  Briuin  is  not  in  a  fituation  dire&ly  to 
^  contravene  this  grand  principle,  fo  that  it  will  probably 
'  be  henceforth  fettled  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations,  ia 

many  refpedts  effentially  differing  from  what  has,  for 
fevcral  hundred  years,  been  eiiabUflied  amoi^  cooimer* 
cial  kingdoms. 

The  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  have  expre&d  the 
utmoft  approbation  of  the  Ruffian  fyftem  contained  in 
the  emprefs's  declaration,  fo  exa(5tty  calculated,  and  im-. 
mediately  fuited  to  their  own  views.  The  court  of 
London  being  obliged  toigpprefs  h^r  indignation  at  an 
^  injury,  which  (he  was  neither  able  to  rq^nt  nor  remedy, 
worded  the  anfwer  to  ib^  declaration,  fent  to  the  Britifh 

D  d  a.  envoy 
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178^- envoy  at  Pcterifburgh  on  the  13th  of  Aprilf  ^idvAc 
greateft  caution,  and  promifcd  to  "  redreis  every  hard- 
(hip  that  may  happen,  in  fo  equitable  a  manner,  that 
her  imperial  majefty  fhall  be  perfeftly  fatisfied^  and  ac- 
knowledge a  like  fpirit  of  juftice  which  (he  herfclf  pot 
fcflcs."     On  the  3d  of  April,  prince  Gallitzin^  the  Ruffian 
envoy  extraordinary  at  the  Hague,  remitted  to  the  prc- 
fidcnt  of  the  States  General  a  memorial  with  the  copy 
iof  the  declaration,   inviting  their  high  mightinefles  to 
accede  to  an  armed  neutrality,  aild  acquainting  them, 
that  the  like  invitation  had  been  given  to  the  courts  of 
Copenhagen,  Stockholm  and  Lifbon.  ■  But  the  coun 
of  London  determined  upon  adopting  fpecial  -  meaiures, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  acceflion  of  the  republic  to  tb 
confederacy,  and  to  induce  her  to  afford  the'Yuccoun 
that  had  been  demanded :  an  order  of  the  kiAg  in  coun- 
cil was  therefore  publiflied  on  the  17th.     It^relSittfs,  that 
though  their  high  mightineffes  had  becii  ftrbAgly  called 
upon  by  a  memorial  of  the  lift  of  March,  to  grant 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty,  they  had  not  fignified 
any  intention  of  complying.     The  non-performance  of 
the  ftipulated  engagements  is  pronounced  a  de&rtion  of 
the  alliance  fubfifting  between  the  two  countries;  and  it 
is  thence  declared,  that  upon  every  principle  of  'wifdom 
and  juftice,  the  republic  muft  be  confidered  on  the  fotr.e 
footing  with  other  neutral  ftates  not  privileged  by  treaty. 
The  order  therefore  fufpends,  provilionally  and  rill  fur- 
ther orders,  all  the  particular  ftipulations  re{pe6Ung  tiie 
flibjefts  of  the  States  General,  contained  in-  the  feverii 
treaties  now  lubfifting.     The  publication  did  hot  produce 
the  defired  efFeds.     The  different  provinces^  after  conci- 
nued  deliberations,  were  unanimou%  of  opiinon,  tbat  if 

4  v:= 
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>ras  neceffary  for  their  high*  mightinefle^  to  excufe  theni-  171^4 
felves  from  furnifhing  the  fuccours  claimed  by  Great 
Britain ;  that  convoys  fhould  be  granted  to  protect  efFec-. 
tually  all  trading  fhips  bearing  the  flag  of  the  republic,: 
whatever   may  be  their  cargoes,   excepting  only  fuch 
goods  as  are  properly  expreflfed  in  the  treaties  to  he- 
contraband ;  and  that  the  invitation  of  the  empreft  of* 
Ruffia  fhoqld  be  accepted  with  gratitude*     They  highly 
refent  in  general  the  violence  committed  upon  their  con-\ 
voy  by  capt.  Fielding,  in  .the  execution  of  his  orders,^ 
and  the  condemnation  of  the  fhips  awd  C4.rgoes  carried: 
by  him  into  the  Britifh  ports.  ^ 

Different  tranfa&ions  now  demand  our  notice. 

A  convoy  of  about  26  Ihips  failed  from  Marfeilles  for 
the  Weft  Indies  under  the  care  of  the  Aurora.     Be-' 
tween  8  and  9  in  the  morning  on  the  i8th  of  December,' 
they  were  difcovered  by  the  Prefton  being  between  Mar-* 
tinico  and  St.  Lucie;  upon  her  making  the  fignal  for  a  fleet,' 
the  Britifli  Ihips  in  Grofs  Iflet  bay  flipped  their  cables 
by  order  of  Sir  Hyde  Parker  and  chafed.     Before  four* 
in  the  afternoon,  about  ten  of  the  convoy  run  themfelves 
on  fliore,  and  were  fet .  on  fire  by  the  men  of  war's* 
boats.     The  next  morning  the  Boreas  was  engaged  with^ 
the  French  frigate  in^  Fort  Royal  bay.     On  that,  Mr.  de* 
la  Motte  Piquet  fuddenly  flipped  his  cables,  put  out  to' 
fea  with  three  fhips,  bore  down  upon  and  obliged  the" 
Eoreas  to  flieer  ofi^.     By  this  dexterous  manceuvre  hc^- 
fa,ved  the  Aurora  and  fome  of  the  merchant  fhips.     The 
French  admiral  then  hauled  his  wind  in  good  time,  and  • 
k  ept  plying  for  the  road,-,  which  he  gained.     The  Britilh  - 
however  had  captured  nine  fail,  befide  thofe  they  burrit^V 
V/itliin  a  fpw  ^ay?  after  they  foQ}c  three  French  frigate^ 
'     •  D  d  3  of 
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ijtOtof  42,  36  and  28  guns,  on  their  pafiagt  from  St.  Vin- 
cent's to  Martinico.  On  the  20th  of  March,  as  the 
Frencli  admiral  was  convoying  a  number  of  merchant 
fhips,  with  four  ihips  of  the  line  and  a  frigate^  he  ftU 
in  with  capt.  Cornwallis  off  Monti  Chrifti,  "vidiom  Be 
chafed  and  came  up  with  in  the  evening.  He  msHn« 
taincd  a  running  fight  with  the  Britifh  fhips,  of  64, 50, 
and  44  guns  during  the  whole  ni^t.  The  next  mom- 
ing  a  general  engagement  took  place,  which  lafted  be- 
tween two  and  three  hows.  The  French  iiifiered  fo  that 
they  were  obliged  to  lie  by  and  repair.  They  then  re- 
newed the  chafe^  and  continued  it  during  the  ni^ 
But  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby  man  of  war  of  64  guns, 
with  two  Britifh  frigates^  the  following  day»  chang^  the 
face  of  aflfairs.  The  French  were  now  chafed  in  turn 
for  feveral  hours,  as  they  declined  coming  to  adticm. 
They  were  fuperior  in  the  fize  of  their  fhips,  and  Ac 
weight  and  number  of  their  guns ;  but  as  the  Bridih  had 
a  (hip  more^  the  admiral  would  not  rifk  the  lois  of  aoy 
of  his  convoy,  by  renewing  the  engagement. 

Sir  George  Rodney  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand in  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  had  orders  to  proceed  in 
his  way  thither,  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  to  the  relief  of 
Gibraltar  -,  which  had  been  fo  clofely  blockaded  by  the 
Spaniards  ever  fince  the  commencement  of  hoftilides 
between  them  and  the  Britifh,  that  the  garrifim  was  re- 
duced to  confiderable  diftrefs,  as  well  with  rel|>e&  to 
provifions,  as  to  military  and  garrifon  ftores*  After  be- 
ing a  few  days  at  fea,  he  fell  in  with  a  confiderable  con* 
voy,  bound  from  St*  Sebaftian  to  Cadiz,  confiftmg  of  15 
fail  of  merchantmen,  under  the  guard  of  a  64  gun  fhip, 
4  frigates  from  26  to  32  guns,  and  two  finajler  armed 

veilHs. 


AVi^KtCAf^      REVOLUTION.  4O7 

velTels,     The  whole  fleet  .wis  taken.    The  capture  was  J7^^ 

^  Jan. 

exceedingly  fortunate,  much  the  greater  part  of  the  g. 
veflels  being  laden  with  wheat,  flour  and  other  provifion, 
the  remainder  with  bale  goods  and  naval  ftores/  Tlie 
admiral  fent  the  former  to  Gibraltar,  the  latter  topreat 
Britain.  About  a  week  after,  he  fell  in  with  a  Spanifli  i6. 
fquadron  of  eleven  fliips  of  the  line  under  Don  Juan 
Langara,  off  Cape  St,  Vincent.  The  enemy  being 
much  inferior  in  force,  endeavoured  to  avoid  an  engage- 
ment. On  that,  Sir  George  threw  out  the  fignal  for  a 
general  chafe,  with  orders  to  engage  as  the  (hips  came 
up  by  rotation,  taking  at  the  fame  time  the  lee  gage, 
to  prevent  the  cnemy*s  retreat  into  their  own  pprts. 
The  engagement  was  began  by  the  headmoft  fhips  about 
four  o'clock  in  the  evening :  their  fire  was  returned  by 
the  Spaniards  with  great  fpirit  and  refolution.  The 
night  was  dark,  tempeftuous  and  difmal,  and  the  fleet 
being  nearly  iiwolved  among  the  Ihoals  of  St.  Lucar, 
rendered  the  afpcft  mofe  terrible.  Early  in  the  aftion, 
the  Spanilh  fliip  San  Domingo,  of  70  guns  and  600 
men,  blew  up,  and  all  on  board  perilhed.  The  aftion 
and  purfuit  continued  till  two  in  the  morning,  when  the 
headmoft  of  the  enemy's  line  ftruck  to  Sir  George, 
The  Spanifli  admiral's  fliip  of  80  guns,  with  three  of 
70,  were  taken  and  carried  fafcly  into  port.  The  San- 
Julian  of  70,  commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Medina, 
was  taken  5  the  officers  were  fliifted,  and  a  lieutenant 
with  70  Britifti  feamcn  put  on  board  j  but  by  running 
on  fliore  the  viftors  became  prifoners.  Another  fhip  of 
the  fame  force  was  alfo  taken,  and  afterward  totally  lofl: 
by  running  upon  the  breakers.  Two  more,  efcaped 
greatly  damagelij  ao^4Jw0.kfs  fo  into  Cadiz*    . 

D  d  4  The 
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1780.  The  Spanifh  admiral  behaved  with  the  greateft  gal.t 
/  lantry.  He  was  himfelf  forely  wounded ;  and  befort 
he  ftruck  to  capt.  Macbride,  his  fhip  the  Phcenix  was 
nearly  a  wreck.  A  malignafit  kind  of  fmall  pox  prer 
vailing  on  board  the  Bienfaifant,  capt.  MacbridCj  that 
humane  and  brave  officer,  difdaining  to  convey  infe&ioQ 
even  to  an  enemy,  and  perhaps  Gonfidering  the  pecuHar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the'  Spaniards^  and 
the  general  ill  afpeft  it  bears  to  that  people,  acquainted 
Don  Langara  with  the  circumftance  and  his  own  feelings 
on  the  fubjeft ;  and  at  the  fame  time  offered  (that  to  the 
danger  which  would  attend  fhifting  the  prifoners  Ynig^t 
be  prevented)  to  truft  to  the  admiral's  honor,  that  nei- 
ther his  officers  nor  men,  amounting  to  above  700, 
ftiould  in  cafe  of  feparation  or  otherwife,  in  any  degree 
interrupt  the  Britifh  feamen  fent  on  board,  whether  with 
relpeft  to  navigating  the  Ihip,  or  defending  her  againft 
whatever  enemy.  The  propofal  was  thankfully  em- 
braced, and  the  conditions  ftriftly  adhered  to  by  the 
Spanifh  admiral:  for  though  there  was  no  other  flap  but 
riie  Bienfaifant  in  fight,  and  though  the  fea  and  weather 
were  exceeding  rough,  his  people  gave  every  aflSftance 
in  refitting  the  Phcenix,  and  in  navigating  hoF  to  the  bay 
of  Gibraltar. 

Sir  George  having  executed  his  commiffioii  at  Gib-: 
raltar,  proceeded  about  the  middle  of  February  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  leaving  the  bulk  of  the  fleet,  together  with 
tJiC  Spanifh  prizes,  on  their  way  to  Great  Britais,  under 
the  ponduft  of  adrfliral  Digby.  The  returning  fleet  fell* 
in  with  a  confiderable  French  convoy,  moft  of  which 
cfcaped,  only  the  Prothee  of  64  guns  and  two^  or  threp 
yeffels  laden  with  military  ftores  being  takgri.  -  .  ; 
^^"  •    '"''  Tfcc 


AMERICAN      REVOLUT.IOK.  40^ 

'     The  Spanifh  governor  ofLouifiana,  Don  BernardoMSow 
de  Galvez,  having  fuccecded  in  his  expedition  againra 
the  Britifli  fettlenients  and  forces  on  the  Mifliflippii,  cx-^} 
tended  his  views,  and  concerted  a  plan  with  the  gover-\ 
nor  of  the  Havannah,  in  purfuance  of  which  he  was  to  ^ 
be  reinforced  early  in  the  prefent  year,  by  a  confiderable 
embarkation  from  that  place.     De  Galvez,  concluding 
that  the  expefted  force  was  on  its  paflage,  embarked  all 
the  force  he  could  raife,  and  proceeded  on  his  expedition 
under  the  convoy  of  fome  fmall  frigates  and  other  armed 
yeffels.     After  a  continued  ftruggle  with  adverfe  and 
ftormy  weather,    and  other  impediments  for  near  a 
month,  fix  fhips  ran  upon  a  fand  bank  in  the  channel 
of  the  bay  of  Mobille,  three  of  which  were  loft  though 
the  crews  were  faved.     The  commander  had  the  further 
mortification,  on  reviewing  his  troops,  to  find,  that  there 
were  about  800  who  had  been  fhipwrecked  and  had 
faved  only  their  pcrfons.     The  greateft  part  of  the  whole 
were  naked,   and  much  of  the  provifion,  ammunition 
and  artillery,  was  loft.     The  Spaniards  bore  their  mis- 
fortunes with  patience  j  and  inftead  of  jflirinking  under 
difcouraorements,  endeavoured  to  convert  their  lofs  into 
a  benefit,    by  breaking  up  their  wrecked  veffels,   and 
framing  out  of  them  ladders  and  other  machines  necef- 
Ikry  for  an  efcalade.     Thofe  who  had  preferved  their 
arms,  divided  them  with  fuch  as  had  none,  fo  as  to  make 
them  the  moft  ufeful :  and  they  that  ftill  remained  un- 
armed,  undertook  the  laborious  fervice  of  the  army, 
De  Galvez  hadjio  reafon  to  repent  his  perfeverance. 
He  was  ftrengthened  by  the  arrival  of  four  armed  veffels 
from  the  HaVannah,   with  a  part  of  the  reginfient  of 
Navarre  on  board.    This  arrival,   with  a  quantity  of 

artillery^ 
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a7So.  artillery,  ftores,  and  various  neccffivica,  afibrded  aiudden 
renovation  of  vigor  and  life  to  every. thing.  The  fornocr 
troops  were  fpeedily  rcimbarked,  and  after  a  ireifa  en. 

Feb*  ^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ftorms^  difficdities  and  dangers,  tht 
2$.  whole  were  landed  withb  three  leagues,  ci  Mobiik; 
Mr.  Durnford,  a  captain  of  engij^ers  iubd  Ikuttnaot 
governor  of  Weft  Florida,  commanded  the  poor  gani* 
ibn>  amounting  to  284,  including  regulars,  royaliftsi 
artillery  men>  feamen,  54  inhabitants  and  5 1  armed  oe« 
groes.  On  the  i  ith  of  March  die  Sjpaniavds  opened 
their  battery,  confifting  of  eight  18,  andone  aifpomider. 

I^^f^  By  fun  fct  the  garrifon  hung  out  a  wfait^iisig;  the  capi^  I 

'4«  tulation  however  was  not  figned  till  die  1 4th  .in  the 
morning,  when  they  fiirrendered  prifbhers  of  war.  The 
furrender  appeared  inevitable,  but  was  aitended.  with  cir« 
cumftances  exceedingly  vexatious  to  the  Bridib.  Goi 
Campbell  had  marched  from  Penfacola,  (as  the  Spaniards 
fay)  with  11 00  regulars  and  fome  ardUery  £or  their  re- 
lief, and  was  accompanied  by  fome  Indians.  The  vin 
of  Campbell's  force  was  at  no  great  diftance  fixrni  the 
Spanifh  camp,  when  die  fort  was  capitulating  %  and  the 
Spaniards  ufed  the  utmoft  precauuon  and  expedkion,  in 
takii^g  poiTefTion  of  and  covering. themfelves  with  the 
works,  that  they  might  be  fecured  againft  an  attack* 
De  Golvcz  boafted,  that  the  Bridfh  forces  in  the  field 
and  garrifon  were  fuperior  in  number  to  his  own  i  and 
fcrupled  not  to  declare  openly,  that  with  the.finalleft 
adtivity  and  vigor  in  their  works,  the  garrifon  inight 
have  made  good  their  defence  until  the  anival  of  the 
fuccour.  But  it  feems  as  though  the  lieut.  govonorhad 
not,  from  the  beginning,  tlie  fmalleft  idea  of  afi7.attempC 
being  made  for  the  relief  of  the  place  i  and  ac£gcdii^» 
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on  the  appearance  of  the  enemy,  he  confidere^  its  lofi  ''^ 
as  a  matter  of  courfe,  and  inevitable  neceffity. 

Sir  George  Rodney  arrived  atGrofs  Iflet  bay  on  the 
2jth  of  March,    The  French  ^idmiral  de  Guichen,  hav- 
ing  put  to  fea  from  Martinico  with  a  fleet  of  ij  fail  of 
the  line  and  a  50  gun  Ihip,  Sir  George  fpeedily  purfued 
him  with  20  fhips  of  the  line  and  theCentwioii*    The 
French  were  brou^t  to  adtion  by  ipme  of  his  headnK>fl:  j^p^ 
fhipS)  a  little  before  one  o'clock;  and  about  the  fame  '> 
hour,  he  himfelf  in  die  Sandwich  of  90  guns,  conn* 
menced  the  a6Hon  in  the  centre.    After  bcacbg  three 
fhips  out  of  the  line>  he  was  at  length  encountered  al6ne 
by  Mr.  de  Guiqhen  ia  the  Couronne  of  the  fame  force, 
fupported  by  his  two  feconds.    The  Sandwich  fuftained 
the  unequal  combat  for  an  hour  and  a  half^  when  the 
French  commander  with  his  fecohds  bore  away,  whereby 
the  French  line  of  battle  was  totally  broke  in  the  centre. 
The  great  diftance  of  the  Britifh  van  and  rear  from 
their  own  centre,  and  the  crippled  conc^ion  of  feveral 
of  their  fhips,  and  the  particularly  dangerous  date  of  the 
Sandwich,  rendered  an  immediate  purfuit  impoffible» 
The  French  took  (helter  under  Guadaloupe,  and  Sir 
George  his  ftation  off  Fort  Royal.     In  his  public  letter 
he  fpoke  of  de  Guichen  as  a  brave  and  gallant  officer, 
and  as  having  the  honor  of  being  nobly  fuj^rted  dur* 
ing  the  whole  a£Uon ;    but  commended'  none  of  the 
Britilh  officers,  except  thofe  of  the  Sandwich  5  though 
it  appears  from  his  lift,  that  while  the  Sandwich  had 
1 8  killed  and  5 1  wounded,  the  Cornwall,  capt.  Edwards, 
had  a  I  killed  and  49  wounded;  die  Trident,  capt.  MoU 
loy,  had  14  killed  and  26  wounded;  and  the  Conqueror, 
adm.  Rowley's  Ihip,  capt.  Watfon,  had  13  kiUol  and 

36 
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17S0.  j6  Wounded:  capt.  St.  John  of  die  Intrepid^  and  direo 
of  his  lieutenants,  were  killed,  out  of  fevcn  belonging; 
to  faid  Ihip.  Sir  George  kept  his  ftadontbr  fbnne  time, 
and  then  returned  to  St.  Lucie.  On  receiving  frcfh  in-^ 
telligence  of  de  Guichen's  approach  to  the  windward. 
of  Martinico,  he  put  to  fca  and  got  fi^t  .of  his. .fleet  I 
die  lotji  of  May,     The  French  had  it  conftatitly  in 

..      their  power  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  and  as  con- 

.  ftandy  avoided  it:  but  in  thq  courfe  of  their  manceuv.-: 

ring  .they  had  nearly  been  entangled,  and  were,  fa vcd. 

from  a  clofe  and  general  a£tion  only  by  a  critic^  (hift^ 

of  the  wind ;  and  even  with  that  aid/  and  all  the  &ils' 

^     tjhcy  could  carry,  their  rear  was  not  entirely  preferved 

15.  from  conflidt  about  feven  in  the  evening  of  the  i^itu: 
After  this  they  took  care  to  keep  at  a  greater  diftancc.: 
The  vigorous  efforts  of  Sir  George  fo  involved  the  fleets. 

'9»  Qn  the  19th,  that  the  French,  for  the  prefcrvation  of 
their  rear,  were  under  the  neceflity  of  hazarding  a  par- 
tial engagement,  by  which,  having  extricated  their  rear,- 
they  bore  away  with  all  the  fail  they  could  polfibly  pieis, ' 
a^id  got  into  Martinico.  Sir  George  fent  three  of  his 
fket  to  St.  Lucie,  and  flood  with  the  remainder  toward 
Barbadoes. 

Before  the  Chriflmas  recefs  of  parliament,  the  duke 
of  Richmond  made  a  fpeech  on  the  neceflity  of  prac- 
tifing  the  mofl  rigid  oeconomy,  in  order  to  extricate  the 
country  from  its  many  difficulties ;  which  was  followed 
by  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  reprelentipg  ; 
that  a  confiderable  reduftion  of  his  civil  lift  would  be 
an  example  well  becomihg  his  paternal  afii^dioh  for  bis. 
people,  and  his  own  dignity.     The  motion' was  rfcjeftpd  . 
by  a  nKij.ority  of  more  th^n  two  to*  one.    This  wa&  fol-r . 
*.  .  lowed 
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towed  Ibme  days  after,  by  a  fuccefsful  motion  of  lord  ^S^t 
Shelburne,  the  purport  of  which  was,  to  confider  of 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  for  inquiring  into  the  /' 
feveral  parts  of  the  pubjic  expenditure,  as  alfo  of  the 
reduftions  or  favings  that  could  be  made  with  confiftency.: 
In  the  houfe  of  commons  Mr.  Burke  propofed  a  plan 
of  oeconomy  and  reform ;  and  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tending to  bring  it  Ihortly  before  them,  as  a  bufihefs  *  - 
that  was  become  indifpenfible.  Schemes  of  ceconomy 
and  reform  were  highly  adapted  to  the  prevailing  taftci 
of  the  nation  as  was  foon  apparent;,  for  during  the  re- 
cefs  of  parliament,  the  bulinefs  of  piiblic  meetings,"  of 
petitions  to  the  houfe  of  commohs^'and  of  aflbdations 
for  the  redriefs  of  grievances,- ^as:t30rtimehccd,  .The* 
adoption  of  thefe  means,  for  procuring  a  refocm^iarthe 
executive  departments  of  the  ftiaite  fopn  became  vdy' 
general ;  and  the  minds  of  the  .public  being  ^itated 
and  warmed  by  thefe  meetings,  the  views  of  manypcr-* 
ions  of  no  mean  weight  and  confequencc  were  extended 
ft  ill  further.  They  gradually  began  to '  confider,  that 
nothing  lefs  than  Ihortening  the -duration  of  parliameiit, 
and  the  obtaining  a  more  equal  rcprefentation  of  tiic- 
people,  could  reach  to  a  perfcft  cure  of  the  prefent,- 
and  afford  an  eflfedual^refervative  againft  the  return  ofc 
iimilar  evils. 

The  large,  populous  .and  opulent  county  of  York>: 
led  the  way  and  fet  the.  example  to  the  reft  of  the  king- 
dom* A. very  numerous  and  refpcdable  meeting  of  .the: 
gentlemen,  clergy  and  freeholders,  including  peribhsiof 
the  firft  confideration  and  property^  was  held  at  the.  city  r 
of  York  on  the  30th  of  hit  December.  Their  p^ition  ta 
the  houfe  of  comnions  was  unaoimoufly  agreed  upon ^  and^ 
•  •  accompanied 
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t^ta>  accompanied  with  a  refblution,  that  a  conrmiittce  of 
fixty-one  gentlemen  be  appointed,  to  cany  on  the  ne- 
cefiary  correfpondence  for  efieftually  promoting  the  ob- 
jeft  of  the  petition ;  and  likewife  to  prepare  a  plan  of 
an  aflbciation,  on  legal  and  confticuti0nal  grounds^  to 
*  iupport  a  laudable  reform,  and  (uch  other  mcafuits  is 
may  conduce  to  reftore  the  freedom  pf  parluufnent.  . 
Jan.  xji^  counties  of  Middlefex  and  ^ants  ftood  forth  as 
^*  the  feconds  of  Y orkfliire ;  and  adopted  fimiliur  mea^ 
fiires.  The  example  wjis  foon  foUiDwed  by  the  county 
palatine  of  Cheffacr;  and  in  a  dofe  fucceffion  of  tune, 
by  the  counties  of  .Herts,  Sufiex,  Huntingdon,  Surreyj 
Cumberland,  Bedfonl,  Efiex,  Somerfet,  Gloucefier, 
Wilts,  Dorfet,  Devon,  Norfolk,  Berks,  Backs>  Notdng* 
ham,  Kent,  Northumberhmd,  Suffolk,  Here&rd»  Cam« 
bridge  and  Derby.  The  Welfli  counties  of  Denbigh, 
Flint  and  Breckjoiock,  fikewife  petitioned,  as  did  tbe 
cities  of  London,  Wefhninfter,  York,  Briftol,  Glou« 
cefter,  and  Hereford,  with  the  towns  of  NottinghanEi, 
Reading,  Cambridge,  Bridgewater,  and  Newcaflie  upon 
Tyne.  Northamptonfhire  declined  petitioning^  but 
voted  refolutions  and  inftruftions  to  their  scprefentativcs, 
including  the-purport  of  the  petitions.  The  meaiure 
of  forming  committees  and  entering  into  alibciadons, 
was  a  great  (lumbling  block  in  fome  of  the  couacies^ 
and  was  omitted  by  feveral.  The  members  of  admi- 
niilration  and  men  in  office,  were  not  wholly  deficient 
in  their  endeavours  to  prevent  the  county  meetings: 
but  they  were  generally  overborne  by  the  torrent. 
Feb.  The  Yorkftiire  petition,  fubfcribed  by  t)|iWHrd  of 
*•  eight  thoufand  freeholders,  was  the  firft  prefented.  Sir 
George  Saville  introduced  it,  and  in  his  fpeech  12li4— 

•  ^  It 
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■ 

22  ^<  It  was  firft  motved  in- a  meeting.aF  fix  hundrc<i  gencle-  ip8oy 
^  men  and  upward*     In  the  h^  where  that  pjerkion  was  j 
tt  conceived,  there  was  more  property  than  in  the.  walls  of  i 
pfc  this  houfe"  of  >  commons.     The  frechcdders  comprififd  : 
^  within  the  compaf8<rf  that  fmgk  haU,  poflefled  landed 

• 

^  property  to  the  iimouftt  of  «5^t  hundred  thouland 
-   pounds  fterling  rf  year.     The  houfe  of  commons  took  ^^ 
■^  into  confideratien  tfcc  petitions  of  the  people  of  England 
^  and  Wales,  athouhting  to  about  forty,  and  figned  by 
oc  above  a  hundred  thoufand   el€£h)rs«     Mn  Dunning  \ 
^  opened  the  biiifinefs  in  an  accurate  and  weighty  fpeechy    i 
it:  and  then  nu)Ved— ^  That  the  influence  of  the  crown    j 
cr  has  increafed,  is  incrc*Ong,  an^  oi^hc  to  be  diminifficd/*    i 
n  The  lord  advocate  of  Scotland^v  to  obtain  a  negative,    t 
!!:  moved  an  amecMiment  in  the  ibltowing  words^—w<«  That  i(     * 
:*  is  now  neceflary.. to. declare  jV   the  oppolitioa  re^E^iljF 
;    agreed  to  it,  atsd  the  queftion  thus:  ai^ended  wis  can^ 
»:  by  a  majority  4tf't8^233to-:ai  5?."  Mr/Dunning 
:^  moved  a  fecond -propofition'*^'^  That  it:  is  competjcia 
^  to  this  houfe  toi  examine  into,  and  to?  corre(Sr:'i&uics  in 
;  the  expenditure  of  the  civil  lift  revenues,  as  well  as  in 
^  every  other  branch  of  the  public  revenue,  wbettever  it 
rj  Ihall  fcem  expedient  to  the  wifdom  of  this  houfe  fo  to 
^  <io  j''  which  wai  d^ed  without  a  divifion.    Mr.  Thomas 
jj    Pitt  then  mx>v;ed  the  following  refolution— *^  That  it  is 
.    the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  is  the*  duty  of 
^    this  houfe  to  pt^ovide,  as  far-  as  may  be,  an  immediate 
<    and  efFeftual"  ti^i«efe  bf  the:  ateafes  complained  of  in  the 
petitions   prefented  to  this  feoufe,.  from  the*  different 
;    counties,  cities;  and  to\irns  in  this  kingdom ;"  which  was 
;    carried  in  the  affirrriative  withotit  any  apparent  diffent;. 

-■-.'-'■  The: 
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1780*     'I'he  houfe  which  had  been  in  a  committee^  bein^fe 
fumed,  Mr.  Fox  moved  that  the  refblutions  ihould  be 
immediately  reported.    This  was  oppoied  by  the  mim- 
fter  with  all  the  force  he  yet  retained ;  but  the  ftrcam 
was  too  ftrong  to  be  refilled.    The  refblutions  were  ft- 
verally  reported  and  received,  agreed,  to :  and  confirmed 
by  the  houfe  without  a  divifion.     Such  was  the  complete 
and  decifive  viftory  gained  by  the  opp^fition,  in  bchjlf 
of  the  petitions  on  that  extraordinary  and  memor# 
day.     Without  doors,,  the  joy  and  .{fiujtaplvrin  mod  pare 
\  of  England  was  great  and  gener^  j  aii^  perhaps  wouli 
/  fcarcely  have  been  exceeded  on  occafion  of  die  com- 
pleteft  viftory  over  a  foreign  enemy,  .  . 
April     A  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning's  which  had  been.poft' 
^^    poned  was  taken  up.     It  was  for  an  addrds  to  his  jna- 
jefty,  requeuing  that  he  would  not  diffidve  the  parlia- 
ment, nor  prorogue  the  prefent  feffion,  until  propcc  jmt- 
fures  ihould  be  taken  by  that  houfe,  to  diiTiini(h  thQ> 
fluence  of  the  crown,   and  to  corrc6t :  the  other  cvik 
;  complained  of  in  the  peritionsi  of  the  people*     After 
;  great  and  long  debates  the  motion  was  rge£ied  byi 
\  majority  of  51—254  to  203.     Thus  all  hopes  of  ob- 
taining any  redrefs  for  the  people  in  that  houfej  was  at 
an  end.     But  though  the  freemen  of  England  could  ob- 
tain no  relief  from  their  burdens  by  a  houfe  of  rcprciea-  i 
tatives ;  the  non^freemen  of  France  were  relieved  by  their 
grand  monarch,  who  iffued  feveral  edi£b  for  the  better 
adminiftration  of  his  finances,  and  for  the  iupprefliaD  I 
of  divers  places  and  offices. 

The  committee  in  London  for  raifing  and  applying 
monies  for  the  relief  of  the  American  prifbners^  b^iR 
in  March  to  call  upon  the  public  afrefh  for  new  fub^ 
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fcriptions,    as  the  war  continued  beyond  expedVation:'?^^ 
the  fame  were  readily  made.     Many  individuals  exhi- 
bited a  compaffion  and  liberality  to  the  Americans,  that 
does  honor  to  human  nature. 

On  the  28  th  of  April,  Don  Jofeph  Solano  failed  from  2^^ 
Cadiz  with  12  fliips  of  the  line  and  feveral  frigates,  and 
convoyed  a  fleet  of  83  tranfports,  having  eight  regi- 
ments of  Spanifti  infantry,  of  two  battalions  each,  and  ! 
a  confiderable  train  of  artillery  on  board  :  the  whole  land 
force,  including  100  engineers,  amounted  to  11,460 
effective  men.  They  are  to  join  the  French  in  the  Weft 
Indies;  and  in  that  cafe  will  bring  the  Britifh  fleets  and 
iilands  into  the  moft  imminent  danger.  Jamaica  is  ge- 
nerally fuppofed  to  be  the  fii-ft  apd  principal  obj^ft. 

In  the  beginning  of  June,  the  cities  of  London  and  ; 
Weftminfter  were  convulfed  fronri  end  to  end,  by  fome  ! 
of  the  moft  extraordinary  rifings  that  ever  happened. 
Vv  hen  the  law  for  relieving  the  Englifh  Roman  catholics  : 
was  palTed  in  May  1778,  a  number  of  perfons  in  Scot-  - 
hind,  actuated  by  a  miftaken  zeal,  alTociated  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  proteftant  religion>  and  called  themfelves 
.^/  prctejlant  affociationj  at.  the  head  of  which  was  a  lord 
Gcoro;c  (jordon.     The  aflbciators  became  fa  formid- 
j*b]e,  that  the  Scotch  papifts  were  greatly  alarmed,  and 
bee!;ged  that  the  laws  relating  to  them  might  not  be  al- 
tered.    The  fuccefs  which  had  attended  the  aflfociation 
in  North  Britain,  might  give  the  hint  for  forming  a 
limilar  one  in  London>  to  thofe  whofe  jealoufy  for  the 
proteftant  intereft  was  increafed-  by  the  apparent  growth 
of  popery,  which  of  late  years  had  been  efteemed  very 
confiderable.     A  fociety  accordingly  was  formed  in  the 
metropolis,  which  in. a  few  months  gathered  great  con-» 

Vol.  Ill,  E  e  fequencc 
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'•7^0-feqvicnce  from  the  numbers  that  profefled  their  adhe- 
rence to  the  caufe  it  fupported ;  and  lord  George  Gor- 
don was  elefted  prefident.  The  firft  objedt  of  the  affo- 
ciation,  after  a  committee  had  been  chofen,  was  to  draw 
up  and  prefent  a  petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  rc- 
quefting  a  repeal  of  the  above  law.  The  petition  was 
publicly  advertifed  to  be  figned  by  all  who  approved  of 
it.  The  alarm  which  the  aft  gave,  had  reached  various 
parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  fimilar  petitions  came  from 
many  of  them,    mod  of  which  were  prefented  to  the 

^^^  houfe  by  lord  Geors-e.     Tlie  aflbciators  met  at  Coadi- 
maker's  hall,  v/hen  the  prefident  addrcffed  them  for  half 
an  hour.     His  fpeech  was  received  with  the  loudeft  ac- 
clamations, on  which  his  lordfhip  moved  the  following 
refolution — "  That  the  whole  body  of  the  proteftant  af- 
fociation  do  attend  in  St.  George*s-fields,    on  Friday 
next  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  accompany  his 
lordfhip  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  the  delivery  of 
the  proteftant  petition  j"  which  was  carried,  unanimoufly. 
His  lordfhip  then  informed  them,  that  if  he  was  attended 
by  lefs  than  20,000  men  on  the  appointed  day,  he  would 
•not  prefent  their  petition.     He  alfo  direfted  that  Acy 
Ihould   be  formed  in  four  divifions,   three    of  which 
were  to  anfwer  to  their  belonging  cither  to  JLondon,  to 
Weftminfler  or  Southwark,  tlie  fourth  was  to  be  com- 
pofed  wholly  of  his  own  countrymen  the  Sco^,  refidem 
in  London  and  its  environs.     To  prevent  miftakes^  the 
whole  were  to  be  diflinguifhed  by  blue  cockades. 

June  The  grand  divifions  of  the  aflbciators  being-drawn  by 
different  routes  from  the  rendezvous,,  filled  the  ways 
through  which  they  marched  in  ranks,  with  41  m^ildtude 
xhat  excited  wonder  and   alarm.     When  ^ftfijyed  at 
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•  the  place  of  deflination,  they  occupied  the  ftreets  and  17800 
]  avenues  to  both  houfes,  and  foon  began  to  connpd  the 
^  members  to  cry  out — "  no  popery/'  to  wear  blue  cock- 
:  ades,  and  fome  to  promife  their  afliftance  for  the  repeal 
of  the  new  popery  aft  as  they  called  it.  Upon  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  prelates  and  court  lords,  their  violence 
increafed  to  the  higheft  pitch ;  and  feveral  of  them  were 
treated  with  the  greateft  indignities :  the  lives  of  two  ' 
were  in  imminent  danger.  It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe 
the  aftonifhment,  fenfe  of  degradation,  horror  and  dif- 
may,  which  prevailed  in  both  houfes.  Mean  while  lord 
George  Gordon  having  obtained  leave  to  bring  up  the 
petition,  afterward  moved  for  its  being  taken  into  con- 
iideration.  This  brought  on  a  debate,  and  the  aflfocia- 
tors  being  in  poffeffion  of  the  lobby,  the  commons 
were  kept  confined  for  feveral  hours  before  they  could 
divide  on  the  queftion.  The  arrival  of  the  magiftrates  :• 
and  guards  having  removed  the  impediment,  it  was  re-  \ 
jefted  by  a  majorit}''  of  196  to  fix  only.  Before  the  \ 
rifing  of  the  houfe,  feveral  parties  filed  off,  and  pro-  \ 
ceeded  to  the  demolition  of  the  infides  of  the  chapels  / 
belonging  to  the  Sardinian  and  Bavarian  minifte-rs.  The  I 
commons  adjourned  to  the  6th ;  but  the  lords  met  on 
the  following  day,  and  agreed  on  an  addrefs  requefting 
the  king  to  give  immediate  orders  for  profecuting  the 
authors  and  abettors  of  the  outrages.  On  the  4th  the 
mob  aflembled  in  and  about  Moorfields,  and  repeated 
their  outrages  on  a  Romifh  chapel  and  fchool  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  military  were  prefent,  having 
been  fent  for  -,  but  the  lord  mayor,  through  timidity, 
would  neither  order  them  to  aft,  nor  venture  to  inter- 
fere with  the  civil  power  diat  attended  him.    Toward 
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*  7^^*  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  different  parties  coUcfted 
and  attacked  various  houfes.     Between  twelve   and  on: 
'    o'clock  at  night,  a  large  body  affenibled  before  Sir  George 
Savilie's  houle,  and  after  breaking  all  the  windows,  ftrip- 
ped  it  of  the  mod  valuable  furniture,  which  they  burnt 
before  tlie  door.     Tliey  difperfed  on  the  arrival  of  a 
party  of  horfe. 
June       About  tv/o  hundred  members  had  the  courage  to  make 
their  way  into  the  houfe,  through  die  vaft  crowds  tk 
filled  the  flreets,  and  that  were  interlaced  and  furrouni 
ed  by  large  detachments  of  the  military  on  foot  ac: 
horfeback.     They  paffed  fome  refolutions  j  but  intdli- 
gence  being  received  of  the  conflagrations  which  were 
commenced  in  the  city,  a  hafty  adjournment  took  pkf. 
Some  of  the  lords  met,  but  foon  adjourned  to  the  igti. 
It  was  obferved  of  the  mob  which  furrounded  the  par- 
■    liament  houfe  this  day,  that  it  confided  of  different  perlbns 
from  diofe  who  attended  the  petition  on  the  Friday,  be- 
ing compofed  almoft  wholly  of  men  and  boys  of  tk 
lowefl:  rank.      Early  in  the  afternoon,    the   keeper  oil 
Newgate  was  informed  by  a  fmall  party,  that  the  ]i ' 
would  be  forced  open,  if  the  rioters  confined  in  it,  wers 
not  releafed  at  a  certain  hour  when   applied   for.    ft 
acquainted  his  civil  fuperiors  with  it,  who  negleftcd  the 
precaution  of  fending  a  few  armed  men,    who  with  i 
fufficient  fl:ock  of  powder  and  baU  might,  from  the  top 
of  the  prifon  walls,  have  defended  it  againfl  all  the  rioters. 
About  leven  in  the  evening,  they  came  and  demandec 
the  rcleafe  of  their  comrades ;  which  joot  being  conn' 
plied  with,  they  took  all  the  jailer's  furniture,  piled  it 
before  the  prifon  door  and  burned  it :  they  alfo  fired  hi> 
l)oufe,  carried  off  their  comrades  in  triumph,  fet  at  li- 
berty 
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berty  all  the  other  prifoners  to  the  number  of  about  300,  ijjfSo. 
and  fired  the  infide  of  the  jail  which  was  wholly  con- 
fumed.  They  afterward  went  to  New-prifon  Clerken- 
well,  and  to  Clerkenwell  Bridewell,  and  releafed  the  fe- 
veral  prifoners  at  thefe  places.  From  the  moment  that 
the  great  number  of  prifoners  was  let  loofe,  the  fpirit 
of  the  depredations  took  a  different  turn.  Religion  was 
no  longer  the  fole  fubjeft  of  refentment ;  the  jails,  the 
police,  and  plunder  were  alfo  incentives.  A  party  ap- 
peared before  juftice  Fielding's  houfe  about  midnight, 
and  breaking  into  every  room,  feized  all  they  could 
meet  with,  brought  the  fame  into  the  ftreet,  and  mak- 
ing three  fires,  the  whole  w  a  confumed.  Another  party  \ 
went  to  lord  Mansfield's.  All  the  furniture,  his  lord-  ' 
Ihip's  invaluable  papers  and  library  of  books,  his  pic- 
tures, and  every  moveable,  was  brought  into  the  ftreet 
and  burnt  5  after  which  the  houfe  itfelf  was  fet  on  fire. 
A  party  of  the  guards  fired  on  the  mob  feveral  times, 
and  a/ew  were  killed  and  feveral  wounded ;  but  the  con- 
flagration was  not  thereby  prevented,  nor  would  the 
rioters  difperfe  till  the  deftruftion  was  completed.  Many 
other  houfes  belonging  to  papifts  were  alfo  deftroyed. 

The  direftors  of  the  bank  took  the  precaution  to  ob- 
tain in  time  a  party  of  foldiers  to  fecure  that  grand  re- 
pofitory  of  the  national  treafure :  which  was  a  happy  cir- 
cumftance,  as  the  attention,  of  the  mob  was  invited  to- 
ward it  by  a  paragraph  in  one  of  the  public  papers, 
mentioning  that  the  papifts  had  carried  all  their  plate  to 
the  bank  for  fecurity :  though  this  was  falfe,  the  afler- 
tion  was  calculated  to  produce  the  fame  effefts  as  if  true. 
It  is  faid,  that  the  officer  who  commanded  the  foldiers 
was  jealous,  whether  he  could  depend  upon  them  in 
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1780.  cafe  of  an  emergency,  becaufe  of  their  being  chicfir 
Scotch,  and  poiTciTing  the  national  bigotry  of  their  coun. 
try  againft  the  aft  for  relieving  the  papifts.  He  wb 
glad  when  freed  from  his  apprehenfions,  by  the  arrivi 
of  the  militia  in  the  metropplis. 

June       The  houfe  of  commons  met  at  twelve,  but  inftantly 
adjourned  to  the  1 9th.     Though  the  military  were  pour- 
ing into  the  town  on  every  fide,  the  mob  continuecl, 
even  during  the  day  time,  in  different  parties.     In  dx 
:  evening  and  night,  the  capital  exhibited  luch  a  drcadfcl 
Ipeflacle  of  calamity  and  horror,  and  experienced  fud 
real  danger,  terror  and  diftrefs,  as  it  had  never  befixt 
known.     A  vaft  number  of  rioters  aflembled  before  tk 
Fleet  prifon  in  the  evening,  and  fet  fire  to  its  difimnt 
apartments,  fo  that  it  was  wholly  confumed.     A  partj 
went  from  thence  and  burnt  the  diftilkries  and  dsiA- 
lings  of  Mr.  Langdale  in  Holborn,  who  was  a  Roman 
catholic.      The  flames  communicated  to  a  numfaerof 
adjacent  houfes,  which  were  alfo  confumed.     Another 
party  repaired  to  the  King's-bench  prifon,  which  TO 
burned  after  the  prifoners  had  removed  their  efie6h.   A 
diflferent  party  that  had  affembled  to  the  eaft  of  the  d% 
and  had  burnt  fome  houfes  in  Whitecrofs-ftreet,  Houndf- 
ditch,  &c.  proceeded  into  it,  and  down  Thrcadneedk- 
lireet  with  an  intent  of  attacking  the  bank,  but  vm 
fired  upon  by  the  foldiers,  who  killed  feveral,  and  drove 
the  reft  back.     Government  obferving  that  the  magif- 
tracy  of  the  city  did  not  exert  themfelves  in  fuppreiSng 
the  riots  (though  individuals  united  in  forming  a  mili- 
tary affociation  which  was  of  fervice)  ordens  were  iflfucd 
from  the  adjutant-general's  office,  in  obedience  to  an  or- 
der of  the  king's  council,  for  the  military  to  aft  with- 
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3.  Qut  waiting  for  direftions  from  the  civil  magiftrates,  aa4  |J*?? 
^   to  life  force  for  difperfing  the  illegal  and  tuniultUiQus  \ 
^  affemblies  of  the  people.     When  once  the  troops  began 
^,  to  aft  with  vigor  agreeable  to  thefe  orders,  the  different 
mobs  were  fpeedily  fuppreffed,  and  the  rioters  fcattered* 
But  in  the  effefting  of  this  fervice,  210  were  killed,  an^ 
-J  248  wounded,  75  of  whom  have  died  in  hofpicals. 
^.       During  the  night,  the  city  was  beheld  from  one  fpot, 
^  as  reported,  blazing  in  thirty-fix  different  parts.     Some 
,  of  thefe  conflagrations  were  truly  tremendous  from  their 
^  magnitude.  ^  Of  thefe,  the  burning  remains  of  New- 
^  gate,  the  King's-bench  prifon,  the  new  Bridewell  in  St . 
;   George's-fields,  the  Fleet  prifon,    and  the  houfes  an4 
.   great  diftilleries  of  Mr.  Langdale,  prefented  fpeftacles  of 
the  moft  dreadful  nature.     The  natural  darknefs  pf  the   j 
night,  the  gleam  of  the  diftant  fires,  the  dreadful  ftipytg   j 
of  the  rioters  in  different  quarters,  the  frequent  firings    j 
of  the  foldiers,  and  the  groans  of  the  dying,  form?4   j 
altogether  a  fcene  fo  dreadful  that  no  defcriptipn  c^   j 
eafily  reach. 

London  the  next  day  prefented  ia  many  places,  the  %^ 
image  of  a  city  recently  ftormed  and  facked.  All  bufi- 
nefs  was  at  an  end  i  houfes  and  ihops  were  Ihut  up  5  the 
Royal  Exchange,  other  public  buildings,  and  the  ftreets, 
were  poffeffed  and  occupied  by  the  ftropps  j  ruins  werp 
ftill  burning  and  fmokingj  and  a  dreadful  void,  and 
filence  reigned,  where  fcenes  of  the  greateft  hurry,  an4 
noife,  and  bufinefs  were  habitual.  From  thjis  day  thp 
riots  were  totally  at  an  end,  and  every  thing  remaine4 
quiet.  A  number  of  perfons  were  ta^n  up  s  ^fid  about; 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  loth,  jbr4 
George  Gordon  w»3  fecpred,   conveyed  tP  tbij?  hprfg 
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1780.  guards,   and  between  nine  and  ten   conduced  to  tk 
Tower. 
J      The  nfcws  of  the  taking  of  Charlcftown  arrived  vor 

J""^  opportunely  for  miniftry  a  few  days  after,  and  fcrvedin 
■  aconfiderable  degree  to  erafc  the  memory  of  paft  dilip- 
i  pointments,  and  to  revive  all  the  fanguine  hopes  of  tic 
fpeedy  fiibjngation  of  the  United  States.  But  it  did  wt 
prevent  adminiftration's  being  fevercly  cenfured  on  ac- 
count of  the  preceding  difturbances.  The  mifchicS 
that  had  happened  were  charged  to  their  negleft  and  de- 
lay, in  not  calling  forth  the  civil  power  in  time,  ani 
in  not  employing  the  military  until  it  was  too  late.  Tbc 
cenfure  pafled  upon  them  was  amply  counterbalanced 
by  other  effefts  that  the  riots  produced.  The  fcencs  rf 
enormity  exhibited  by  the  rioter-s,  ftruck  all  mcn-wiA 
horror ;  and  infpiring  a  prevailing  dread  gf  popular  meet- 
ings, however  peaceable  or  legal,  threw  a  general  damp 
on  all  endeavours  whatever  for  reformation.  Thus  die 
caufe  of  miniftry  was  eventually  ftrengthened  by  a  mcA 
difgraceful  tumult,  which  for  a  while  appeared  to  threaten 
the  fubverfion  of  all  government. 

Notwithftanding  Sir  George^  Rodney's  "fuccefs  in  Ja- 
nuary, the  fiege  of  Gibraltar  has  been  continued.  The 
vigilance  and  induftry  of  the  Spaniards,  in  their  endea- 
vours to  cut  off  all  relief  by  fea,  were  redoubled ;  and 
the  difficulty  of  fupplying  the  garrifon-  was  continually 
increafing.  They  attempted  by  means  of  feven  fire 
fhips  to  burn  the  Panther  and  Experiment  men  of  war, 
and  a  royal  floop  that  lay  in  the  bay ;  of  which  the 
Britifti  commanders  had  not  the  fmalieft  notice,  till  they 
were  alarmed  at  one  in  the  morning  of  June  the  7th, 
by  the  approaching  flames  of  the  burning  vcflcls*     The 
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11:  captains  with  the  moft  immediate  prefence  of  mind,  in-  i^So; 

ftantly  manned  their  boats ;  and  the  officers  and  feamen 
r  with  their  ufual  intrepidity,  met  and  grappled  the  fire- 
ir:  Ihips ;  and  then  amid  the  burfting  of  fhells,  and  the 
/;  horrors  of  a  fcene  teeming  with  deftruftion,  boldly  tow- 
ed them  off,  and  ran  them  on  different  parts  of  the 
fhore,  after  much  labor  and  expence  had  been  beflowed 
upon  their  equipment. 

The  emprefs  of  Ruffia,  having  accompanied  the  great 
duke  and  duchefs  on  their  way  to  make  the  tour  of 
Europe,  proceeded,  according  to  a  concerted  appoint- 
ment, to  Mokilow  in  Poland,  .where  Ihe  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  emperor  of  Germany  in  the  month  of 
June.  After  fomeftay  there,  the  emperor  accompanied 
the  Czarina  on  her  return  to  Peterfburgh.  When  he 
had  continued  for  a  while  in  that  city,  he  returned  to 
Vienna,  and  was  vifited  by  the  prince  royal  of  PruITia, 
The  king  of  Sweden  made  a  vifit  about  the  fame  time 
to  Holland. 

Admiral  Geary  failed  from  Spithead  early  in  June 
with  23  fhips  of  the  line,  and  was  afterward  joined  by 
five  or  fix  more ;  but  he  was  not  in  time  to  prevent  the 
jundion  of  the  French  fleet  from  Breft  with  the  Spa- 
niards at  Cadiz,  by  which  the  two  nations  have  acquired 
fuch  a  fuperiority  as  affords  them  the  apparent  dominion 
of  the  European  feas.  The  admiral  however  on  the  4th  July 
of  July,  fell  in  with  ^  rich  convoy  from  Port  au  Prince,  ^ 
of  which  he  took  1 2  merchantmen ;  the  reft,  with  the 
fhips  of  war,  efcaped. 

July  16,  the  Belle  Poule  frigate,  commanded  by  the  16, 
chevalier  Kergariou,  was  taken  by  the  Nonfuch  of  64 
guns.  Sir  James  Wallace  captain,  »fter  an  obftkiate  de- 
fence 
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1780.  fence  of  more  than  two  hours.     The   chevalier  aivdn] 
men  were  killed ;  and  about  40  wounded. 

Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Francis  Dana  his  fccretarj, 
arrived  in  Spain  about  the  middle  of  laft  December,  afio 
a  very  narrow  efcape.     The  frigate  on  board  of  whidi 
they  were,  it  was  thought  would  Have  foundered  at  k 
in  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours  more.     After  a  Ihort  flay 
they  proceeded  to  France.     Mr.  Adams  is  now  atAm- 
fterdam,  where  he  will  undoubtedly  employ  his  abilitifl 
in  forwarding  a  treaty  of  commerce  betv/cen  the  Unitd 
Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  has  been  in  agitation  now  near  upon  tw 
years.     As  Mr.  William  Lee,  whom  cong;reis  had  ap- 
pointed commiffioner  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, was  on  his  way  to  the  laft  city,  with  his  fecrctarj 
Mr.  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  he  accidentally  put  up  at  an 
hotel  in  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  Mr.  John  dc  Neufvilk 
happened  to  be,  who  hearing  of  them,  and  learning  that  thcj 
were  Americans,  joined  company  with  them.  Mr.  de  Ncuf- 
ville  difcourfed  upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  commercial  treaty. 
Mr.  Lee  had  no  powers  to  negotiate  or  fign  any.  thing 
of  the  kind  with  the  province  or  ftates  of  Holland :  but 
he  and  his  fecretary  agreed  between  themfelves,  that  the 
meafure  fhould  be  ventured  upon,  could  it  be  executed, 
as  they  had  no  doubt  of  its  meeting  with  the  approba- 
tion of  congrefs.     Mr.  de  Neufville  confulted  Mr.  Van 
Berkel,   die  counfellor  and  penfion^  of  Amftcrdam, 
and  having  received  his  direftions  proceeded  to  fign  oa 
the  4th  of  September  1778,   the  plan  of  a  treaty  of 
,  amity  and  commerce,  as  deftined  to  be  concluded  here- 
after between  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  America,    Mn  de  Neufville,  being  yseopaif 

iutbo- 
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^  authorized  by  the  regenqr  of  Amfterdam,  further  en*  *}®* 

gaged,  that  as  long  as  America  fliould  not  adk  contrary 
^'  to  the  intereft  of  the  ftates  of  HoUind,  the  city  of  Am- 
^  fterdam  would  never  adopt  any  meafurc  that  might  tend 
®'  to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  America,  but  would  on  the 
'^  contrary  ufe  all  its  influence  'upon  the  ftates  of  the  fcvcn 

• 

i^  United  Provinces  of  Holland,  to  cffeft  the  defired  coii^  * 
^  neftion.    Though  feveral  copies  of  the  plan  were  early  . 

• 

i*'  fent  to  America,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  has  been  for 
^    fome  time  known  to  many,  yet  it  appears  to  be  flili 
i    concealed  from  the  Britifh  adminiftration  j  while  it  is 
1    evidently  different  with  relpeft  to  ibme  of  their  coiin* 
i    cils.     Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  congrefs  from  Amfterdam 
^    on  the  23d  of  Auguft — ",  Orders  arc  fent  to  profecute  Aug. 
the  war  with  vigor  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  the  *^* 
enfuing  fall,  winter  and  fpring.     Britain  will  yield  to 
France  and  Spain  very  great  diings  to  carry  their  point 
againft  America  -,  but  all  will  not  do.    France  and  Spaia 
are  now  refponfible  for  their  conduft  to  the  reft  of  Eu* 
rope ;  befides,  the  feparation  of  America  from  Englanc^ 
is  an  obje<a  of  more  prefling  importance  than  any  conce^ 
fions  England  can  make  them." 


LETTER      XIIL 

Roxhtry,  Jan.  if,  1781. 

TH  E  military  operations  in  South  Carolina  require 
an  immediate  detail.    Cc^  Sumpt^  fit  the  bead  \ 
of  his  party,  made  a  ^trified,  diou^  uflfuccefs^  attadb  \ 
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1730.  on  the  Britilh  poft  at  Rocky-mount  on    the  30th  of 
\  July.     He  marched  in  queft  of  other  royal  detachments 
:  without  delay,  and  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  fucceeded  ifl| 
!   an  attack  on  their  poft  at  the  Hanging-rock,  where  was 
:    a  confiderable  force  of  regulars  and  tories.     The  prince 
:    of  Wales's  regiment,    which  defended  the  place,  was 
nearly  annihilated ;  and  a  large  body  of  tories,  that  had ' 
advanced  from  North  Carolina  utidcr  col.   Brian,  was 
completely  difperfed.     Col.  Sumpter's  party  was  fo  ihoit 
of  ammunition,  that  when  the  aftion  commenced,  not 
a  man  of  it  had  more  than  ten  bullets.     In  the  latter 
part  of  the  fight,  the  arms  and  ammunition  ^aken  fhnn 
the  Britifh  and  tories  who  fell  in  the  beginning,  wot 
turned  againft  their  aflbciates. 

It  being  known  that  an  American  army  was  march- 
ing from  the  northward  for  the  relief  of  their  fbuthern 
■  brethren,  the  whig  militia,  on  the  extremities  of  the 
ftatc,  formed  themfelves  into  fmall  parties  under  leaders 
of  their  own  choice,  and  at  times  attacked  detachments 
of  the  Britifh  army,  but  moft  frequendy  thpfe  of  their 
own  countrymen,  who  were  turning  out  as  a  royal  mi- 
'  litia,  Thefe  American  parties  feverally  a6led  from  their 
own  impulfe,  and  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe  the  Britilh, 
without  either  the  knowledge  of  each  others  unotions,  or 
any  preconcerted  general  plan.  Col.Williams,  of  thediftrift 
of  Ninety  Six,  was  particularly  indefatigable  in  coUe£ting 
and  animating  the  friends  of  congrefs  in  that  Icttlcmentj 
and  with  thefe  he  frequently  haraffed  the  conquerors. 

A  confiderable  number  of  North  Carolina  militia  took 

the  field,  and  agreed  to  rendezvous  at  Anfon  court«hovic 

.  on  the  aoth  of  July,  that  they  might  be  in  readinefs  to 

co-operate  with  the  continental  anpy*    On  the'  approach 

of 
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qF  the  Americans,  major  M^Arthur,  who  commanded  17^,^ 
on  the  Peedee,  called  in  his  detachments,    abandoned 
his  poft  on  the  Cheraw  hill,  and  marched  diredtiy  to 
join  the  main  body  of  the  royal  army  at  Camden.     On 
the  day  the  Britifh  relinquifhed  this  part  of  the  country, 
the  inhabitants,  diftrdTed  by  tjieir  depredations,  anddif- 
gufted  with  their  conduct,  generally  took  arms.     Lord 
Nairne  and  106  Britifh  invalids,  going  down  the  Pee- 
dee, were  made  prifoners  by  a  party  of  the  Americans 
commanded  by  major  Thomas,    who  had  been  lately 
received  as  loyal  fubjefts.     A  large  boat  coming  up 
from  George-town,  well  ftored  with  necefliries  for  ma- 
jor M^ Arthur's  party,  was  feized  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame- 
rican army.     All  the  new  made  Britilh  mrilitia  officers, 
excepting  col.  Mills,  were  made  prifoners  by  their  own 
men.     The  retreat  of  .the  Britifh  from  their  out-pofts  to  , 
Camden,  and  the  advance  of  the  American  army,  join-  1 
ed  to  the  impolitic  conduft  of  the  conquerors  toward  | 
their  new  fubjefts,  concurred  to  produce  a  general  re- 
volt in  favor  of  congrefs. 

On  the  28th  of  July .  (the  day  after  the  American  juiy 
army  encamped  at  Spink's  farm  on  the  road  to  Cam-  ^^* 
den)  col.  Otho  H.\\'^illiams  repeated  to  gen.  Gates  the 
advice  he  had  given  in  fubftance  to  baron  de  Kalb  more 
than  a  fortnio;ht  before ;  which  was  to  deviate  from  the  / 
direft  road  to  Camden — to  order  gen.  Cafwell  to  join 
him  at  the  mouth  of  Rocky  river  on  Peedee,  and  from 
thence  to  fend  his  heavy  baggage,  women  and  invalids 
to  Salifbury  (a  day's  march  higher  up  the  country)  and 
there  eftablifh  an  hofpital  and  magazines-— to  march  all 
his  effe6live  troops  from  the  mouth  of  Rocky  river  to 
Chailotte,  where  a  magazine,  hofpital,  and  if  neceffary 

an 
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*7^  an  armorv  mi^ht  bt  fccureh'  ef^abliJhci— and  from  Char- 
lottc  to  march  bv  wav  of  Washaws  toward  Camden. 
By  this  route  the  army  might  hare  proceeded  without 
impediment  through  a  well  cultivated  caansaj,  wfwfe 
inhabitants  v/ere  attached  to  the  commoa  C2iife:  Ma- 
gazines and  hoipitals  m.ight  have  been  cfhiWiflifd  in 
the  rear,  fecure  from  furprife,  and  iireStfy  upon  the 
old  trading  road  from  Philadelphia  to  Charleftown,  by 
which  the  fupplies  from  the  north  might  have  foDowcd 
the  army  without  danger.  Not  only  fo,  hut  the  array 
would  have  been  followed  by  numerous  bands  of  faith- 
ful friends,  able  and  willing  both  to  fumifli  liipplics  and 
to  aflid  with  arms,  inftead  of  being  encompaffid  with  a 
hoft  of  fugitive  tones,  whofe  poverty  afibrdcd  no  fob- 
liftence,  and  whofe  perfidy  prevented  fccrccy.  A  coun- 
cil was  called  upon  the  occafion  -,  but  the  Ofmuon  did 
not  prevail:  the  firft  motives  preponderated,  and  the 
army  purfued  the  direft  route  for  Camden.  It  was  join- 
ed by  lieut.  col.  Porterfield,  an  officer  of  diftinguifhcd 
merit,  with  about  loo  Virginia  foldiers.  He  had  by  his 
fingular  addrefs  and  good  condud,  found  means,  not 
only  to  avoid  the  haplefs  fate  of  the  other  corps  which 
had  retreated  after  the  furrender  of  Charleftown  5  but  to 
fubfift  his  men,  and  keep  up  the  femblance  of  a  poflef- 
fion  of  that  part  of  South  Carolina. 

The  army  foon  felt  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  ;  and 
their  fatigue,  failing  and  repeated  difappointments  as  to 
fupplies,  fo  exafperated  them,  that  then*  murmurs  be- 
came very  audible.  The  afpeft  of  mutiny  was  almoft 
in  every  countenance ;  but  as  there  was  no  objeA  to  be 
feized  upon  or  facrificed,  the  conciliating  arguments  of 
the  officers,  who  (hared  the  calamity  without  difcrimi^ 

nation> 
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'  nation,  induced  the  foldiers  to  forbear  and  rely  upon  1780, 
legal  expedients  and  a  good  providence  for  fuccour.  The 
principal  means  of  fubfiftence  found  on  the  march  were 
lean  cattle  accidentally  picked  up  in  the  woods.  Meal 
and  flour  wer^  fo  Very  fcarce,  that  the  whole  army  was 
;  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  green  corn  and  peaches,  as  the 
-  beft  fubflntutes  for  bread  the  country  afforded.  Dyfen- 
,  tries  afflifted  the  troops  in  confequence  of  fuch  diet.  It 
was  however  the  leaft  of  two  evils.  They  had  no  other 
relief  from  famine,  which  added  to  the  intenfe  heat  of 
the  feafon,  and  unhealthinefs  of  the  climate,  threatened 
deftruftion  to  the  army.  Starvation  became  a  cant 
term  upon  the  occafion.  Perhaps  die  burlefque  intro- 
duced by  the  ignorance  of  fome  and  the  poKcy  of  others, 
to  fhow  a  contempt  for  their  fufferings,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  the  refokite  ftoutn'efs  that  now  difcovered  itfelf. 

In  the  afternoon -of-the  5th  of  Auguft,  the  American  ^^ 
general  was  informed  from  gen.  Cafwell,  that  he  meant  5. 
to  fui'prife  or  attack  a  poft  of  the  enemy,  on  Iktle  Lynclh's 
creek.  This  made  Gates  the  more  anxious  for  a  junc- 
tion, as  he  apprehended  fome  injudicious  adventure  might 
deprive  him  of  the  kffiftance  which  the  militia  were  ca- 
pable of  affording.  The  next  morning  intelligence  ar- 
rived from  the  fame  authority,  which  increafed  his 
anxiety  to  a  painful  degree,  it  was,  that  the  enemy  juft 
mentioned,  meditated  an  attack  upon  the  militia  in  their 
encampment.  Such  a  (how  of  enterprife,  and  fuch 
marks  of  intimidation— fuch  a  contrariety  of  intentions 
and  apprehenfions  perplexed  the  <^ommanding  officer,  ^ 
anci  made  the  junction -ftill  more  definable.  Gates  there- 
fore gave  ordeis  for  the  troops  to  clean  their  arms  anti 
to  haive  every  thing  -residy-for  aftion  i  snd  then  proceed-    - 

ed 
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1780.  cd  with  his  deputy  adjutant  general  and  aids  to  the  en- 
campment of  the  militia,  whom  ht  found  tx>  be  a  fine 
body  of  men,  deficient  only  in  difcipline  and  military 
arrangements.  Whether  Cafwell  found  his  vanity  gra- 
tified in  a  feparatc  command,  or  wifhed  to  precipitate 
the  army  into  an  adlion  with  the  enemy,  was  not  difco- 
verable  :  the  fadt  is,  he  poftponed  a  junftion  until  he  faw 
the  perplexity  and  danger  in  which  his  ambition  or  in- 
difcrction  had  involved  the  army.  When  it  was  too  late 
for  meafures  to  be  changed,  he  cpniplied  more  through 
necefiity  than  inclination. 

-^«g*  At  Deep-creek  the  troops  received  a  fupply  of  good 
beef,  and  half  ^  pound  of  Indian  .corn  meal  per  man, 
'they  eat  their  mefs  5  drank  of  the  ftream  contentedly  i 
and  the  next  day  with  great  cheerfulnels  marched  to  the 
Crofs-roads,  where  they  were  joined  by  the  militia,  and 
the  whole  were  encamped  together.  A  good  under- 
ftanding  appeared  to  fubfift  among  the  officers  of  all 
ranks,  and  the  common  foldiers  vied  widi  each  other  in 
fupporting  their  fpirits  and  delpifing  their  fatigues,  which 
they  apf )eared  to  forget.  The  expedtation  of  this  junc* 
tion  had  induced  the  commanding  officer  of  the  poSt  on 
Lynch's  creek  to  retire  the  day  before,  under  the  malk 
of  ofFenfive  operations,  which  caufcd  the  alarm  above 
related. 

Being  now  in  a  country  of  Pine-barrens,  extenfivc 
fand-hills  and  impenetrable  fwamps,  unable  to  collcft 
provifions  and  forage  from  the  lower  and  more  fertile 
parts  of  the  country,  which  were  covered  by  the  ene- 
my's advanced  pofts,  the  army  could  not  remain  more 
than  a  day  in  this  fituation,  though  a  large  reinforce* 
ment  of  militia  from  Virginia  Was  expefted  every  hour. 
3  Gato 
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f^atcs  therefore  prefled  forward;  arid  finding  the  enenny  ^7**-' 
difpofed  to  difpute  his  paflage  of  Lynch's  Greek,  while  • 
he  kept  up   an   appearance  of  taking  that  route,   he 
marched  the  army  by  the  right  toward  Clermont  (bet- 
ter known  by  the  name  of  Rugeky*s  mills)  where  the 
enemy  had  a  fmall  garrifoni     His  intentions  being  dif- 
covered,  both  pofts  were  abandoned  with  fome  precipi- 
tation on  the  nth,  the  officers  fearing  either  that  their   '^» 
march  to  Gamden  would  be  intercepted,  or  that  they 
Ibould  be  attacked  on  their  retreat.     Lord  Rawdon,- 
who  commanded  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  Britilh  ar- 
my, aflembled  all  his  forces  at  Camden,  and  fufFered 
gen.  Gates,  without  any  material  interruption,  to  con- 
du6l  his  army  to  Clermont  about  ij|  miles  from  Cam- 
den, where  his  troops  encartnped  on  the  13th.     The  next  13% 
day  brigadier  gen;    Stevens  arrived  with  a  refpedable 
reinforcement  of  700  Virginia  militia.     An  exprefs  alfo 
arrived  the  fame  day  from  coL  Sumpter,  who  reported   , 
to  Gates,  that  a  nurhber  of  the  SoutK  Carolina  militia 
had  joined  him  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Wateree  5  and 
that  an  efcort  of  clothing,  ammunition  and  other  ftores 
for  the  garrifon  at  Camden,  was  on  the  way  from  Charlef- 
town,  and  muft  pafs  the  Wateree  at  a  ferry  about  a  mile 
from  Camden,  under  cover  of  a  fmall  redoubt  occu-^ 
pied  by  the  enemy,  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  river. 

A  detachment  of  the  Maryland  line,  confifting  pf 
100  regular  infantry  and  a  company  of  artillery,  with 
two  brafs  field  pieces,  and  360  North  Carolina  militia, 
\vere  immediately  forwarded  under  the  command  of 
lieut.  col.  Woolford  to  job  coL  Sumpter,  who  had  or- 
ders to  reduce  the  redoubt  and  intercept  the  convoyi. 
Gen.  Gates  was  preparing  at  the  fame  time  to  advanced 

Vol.  III.  F  f  M 


ft 


434  THE      HISTORY      OF      T»^ 

i78o.fl;iii  nearer  to  Camden,  and  if  neceflary,  to  take  a  pofi- 
tion  on  fome  good  grounds  in  its  vicinity :  but  he  was 
not  without  hope  that  lord  Rawdon  would  evacuate  thai 
poft  as  he  had  the  others ;  and  if  he  Ihould  not,  the 
profpeft  was,  that  the  multitudes  of  militia  expeflcd 
from  the  upper  counties  would  cut  off  his  fupplies  from 
all  quarters^  and  leave  the  garrifon  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
army.     After  making  fome  convenient  arrangements, 
having  the  arms  cleaned,  and  diftributing  ibme  provi- 
fions,  which  had   been  coUefted,   Gates   convened  his 
general  officers,  of  which  grade  there  were  not  Icfs  than 
thirteen  in  that  little  army,  the  militia  brigades  of  North 
Carolina  having  far  more  than  fufficient ;  and  after  a 
conference  with  them,  he  diredted  the  deputy  adjutant 
general,  col.  Williams,  to  iffue  the  following  orders, 
with  the  utention  as  well  to  take  advantage  of  the  time 
when  col.  Sumpter  was  to  execute  his  enterprifc,  as  ta 
be  prepared  for  aftion  himfelf,  in  cafe  it  (hould  be  of- 
fered—" Camp,  Clermont,    15th    of  Auguft,    178a 
After  general  orders.     The  fick,  the  extra-artillery  (lores, 
the  heavy  baggage,  and  fuch  quarter  matter's  ftores  as 
are  not  immediately  wanted,   to  march   this  evenings 
under  a  guard,  to  Waxhaws.     To  this  order  the  gene- 
ral requefts  the  brigadiers  general,  to  fee  that  thofe  under 
their  command  pay  tlic  moft  exaft  and  fcrupi^ous  atten- 
tion/' 

"  Lieut.  Qol.  Edmonds,  widi  the  remaining  guns  of 
the  park,  will  take  poft  and  march  with  the  Virginia 
brigade  under  gen.  Stevens:  he  will  dircdt,  as  any- de- 
ficiency happens  in  the  artillery-  affixed  to  the  oth«r.bri- 
gades,  to  fupply  it  immediately :  his  military  flaflT  wi 
a  proportion  of  his  officers,  with  forty  of  hia  jun^.  ait 

to 
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to  await  him  and  attend  his  orders.  The  troops  will  ht  ^^^<>^ 
ready  to  march  precifely  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  following 
order,  viz.  Col.  Armand's  advance— Cavalry  com- 
manded by  col.  Armand— ^Col.  Porterfield's  light  in- 
■  fantry  upon  the  right  flank  of  col.  Armand,  in  Indian 
'  file,  200  yards  from  the  road« — Major  Armftrong's  light 
infantry  in  the  fame  order  as  col.  Porterfield*Sj  upon  the 
left  flank  of  the  legion  :*-^Advance  guard  of  foot,  com- 
pofed  of  the  advanced  picquets— ^Firft:  brigade  of  Mary- 
land—Second brigade  of  Maryland— Divifion  of  North 
Carolina-— Virginia  divifion :— Rear  guard— Volunteer 
cavalry  upon  flanks  of  the  baggage  equally  divided.-* 
In  this  order  the  troops  will  proceed  on  their  march 
tliis  night.  In  cafe  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  cavalry 
in  front,  the  light  infantry  upon  each  flank  will  inftantly' 
march  up,  and  give  and  continue  the  mofl:  galling  fire  ^ 
upon  the  enemy's  horfe*  This  will  enable  col.  Armand 
not  only  to  fupport  the  Ihock  of  the  enemy's  charge, 
but  finally  to  rout  them*  The  colonel  will  therefore 
confider  the  order  to  ftand  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry,  be  their  number  what  they  may,  as  pofitive." 

"  General  Stevens  will  immediately  order  one  captaini 
two  lieutenants,  one  enfign,  three  fergeants,  one  drum 
and  60  rank  and  file,  to  join  col.  Porterfield's  infantry : 
thefe  are  to  be  taken  from  the  mofl:  experienced  woodf- 
men,  and  men  evc'.ry  way  fittefl:  for  the  fervice.  Gen. 
Cafwell  will  likewife  complete  major  Armftrong's  light 
infantry  to  their  original  number :  thefe  mufl:  be  imme- 
diately marched  to  the  advanced  pofts  of  the  army.'* 
''  The  troops  will  obferve  the  profoundeft  filence  upon 
their  march,  and  every  foldier  who  ofiers  to  fire  without 
the  command  of  his  officer  mgft  be  inftantly  put  to 

F  f  2  .  death. 
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1780.  fence  of  more  than  two  hours.     The  chevalier  and  24 
men  were  killed ;  and  about  40  wounded. 

Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Francis  Dana  his  fecretary, 
arrived  in  Spain  about  the  middle  of  laft  December,  after 
a  very  narrow  efcape.  The  frigate  on  board  of  whidi 
they  were,  it  was  thought  would  Have  foundered  at  fea 
in  lefs  than  forty-eight  hours  more.  After  a  Ihort  ftay 
they  proceeded  to  France.  Mr.  Adams  is  now  at  Am- 
fterdam,  where  he  will  undoubtedly  employ  his  abilities 
in  forwarding  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland,  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, which  has  been  in  agitation  now  near  upon  two 
years.  As  Mr.  William  Lee,  whom  congrels  had  ap- 
pointed commiffioner  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ber- 
lin, was  on  his  way  to  the  laft  city,  with  his  fecretary 
Mr.  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  he  accidentally  put  up  at  an 
hotel  in  Aix-la-Chapelle,  where  Mr.  John  de  Neufvillc 
happened  to  be,  who  hearing  of  them ,  and  learning  that  they 
were  Americans,  joined  company  with  them.  Mr.  de  Ncuf- 
ville  difcourfed  upon  the  fubjedt  of  a  commercial  treaty. 
Mr.  Lee  had  no  powers  to  negotiate  or  fign  any  thing 
of  the  kind  with  the  province  or  ftates  of  Holland  :  but 
he  and  his  fecretary  agreed  between  themfelves,  that  the 
meafure  fhould  be  ventured  upon,  could  it  be  executed, 
as  they  had  no  doubt  of  its  meeting  with  the  approba- 
tion of  congrefs.  Mr.  de  Neuf^ille  confulted  Mr.  Van 
Berkel,  die  counfellor  and  penfionary  of  Amftcrdam, 
and  having  received  his  direftions  proceeded  to  fign  on 
the  4th  of  September  1778,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of 
,  amity  and  commerce,  as  deftined  to  be  concluded  here- 
after between  the  ftates  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  America,    Mr.  de  Neuf^riUe^  being  properly: 

SMhOm 
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autliorized  by  the  regency  of  Amfterdam,  further  en-  ^7^ 
gaged,  that  as  long  as  America  fhould  not  aft  contrary 
to  the  intereft  of  the  ftates  of  Holland,  the  city  of  Am- 
fterdam would  never  adopt  any  meafurc  that  might  tend 
to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  America,  but  would  on  the 
contrary  ufe  all  its  influence  upon  the  ftates  of  the  fevcn 
United  Provinces  of  Holland,  to  efFeft  the  defired  con* 
neftion.  Though  feveral  copies  of  the  plan  were  early  . 
fent  to  America,  and  the  whole  bufinefs  has  been  for 
feme  time  known  to  many,  yet  it  appears  to  be  ftill 
concealed  from  the  Britifh  adminiftr^tion ;  while  it  is 
evidently  different' with  refpeft  to  fome  of  their  coun- 
cils. Mr.  Adams  wrote  to  congrefs  from  Amfterdam 
on  the  23d  of  Auguft — ".  Orders  arc  fent  to  profecutc  Aug, 
the  war  with  vigor  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  the  ^^* 
enfuing  fall,  winter  and  fpring.  Britain  will  yield  to 
France  and  Spain  very  great  things  to  carry  their  point 
againft  America  i  but  all  will  not  do.  France  and  Spaia 
are  now  refponfible  for  their  conduft  to  the  reft  of  Eu-» 
rope ;  befides,  the  feparation  of  America  from  EnglancJ^ 
is  an  objeft  of  more  prefling  importance  than  any  conce4 
fions  England  can  make  them." 


LETTER      XIIL 

Roxhry,  Jan.  11,  178 !• 

TH  E  military  operations  in  South  Carolina  require 
an  immediate  demil.    Col  Sumpter  at  the  head  \ 
of  his  party^  made  a  ^inted^  thoi^li  unfuccefsM  attack 

on 
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1780.011  the  Britifh  poft  at  Rocky-mount  on   the  30th  of 

1   July.     He  marched  in  queft  of  other  royal  detachments 

:  without  delay,  and  on  the  7th  of  Auguft  fucceeded  in 

I   an  attack  on  their  poft  at  the  Hanging-rock,  where  was 

:    a  confiderable  force  of  regulars  and  tories.     The  prince 

;    of  Wales's  regiment,    which  defended  the  place,  was 

;    nearly  annihilated ;  and  a  large  body  of  tories,  that  had 

advanced  from  North  Carolina  uhder  col.   Brian,  was 

completely  difperfed.     Col.  Sumpter*s  party  was  fo  Ihort 

of  ammunition,  that  when  the  aftion  commenced,  not 

a  man  of  it  had  more  than  ten  bullets.     In  the  latter 

part  of  the  fight,  the  arms  and  ammunition  ^aken  from 

the  Britifh  and  tories  who  fell  in  the  beginning,  wot 

turned  againft  their  aflbciates. 

It  being  known  that  an  American  army  was  march- 
ing from  the  northward  for  the  relief  of  their  Ibuthern 
:  brethren,  the  whig  militia,  on  the  extremities  of  the 
ftate,  formed  themfelves  into  fmall  parties  tinder  leaders 
of  their  own  choice,  and  at  times  attacked  detachments 
of  the  Britifh  army,  but  moft  frequently  thpfe  of  their 
own  countrymen,  who  were  turning  out  as  a  royal  nu- 
:  litia,  Thefe  American  parties  feverally  a6led  from  their 
own  impulfe,  and  fet  themfelves  to  oppofe  the-  Britilh, 
without  either  the  knowledge  of  each  others  jnotions,  or 
any  preconcerted  general  plan.  Col.  Williams,  of  the  diftrift 
of  Ninety  Six,  was  particularly  indefatigable  in  colle6ting 
and  animating  the  friends  of  congrefs  In  that  fettlemcntj 
and  with  thefe  he  frequently  haraffed  the  conquerors. 

A  confiderable  number  of  North  Carolina  militia  took 

the  field,  and  agreed  to  rendezvous  at  Anfon  court^hovfe 

.  on  the  aoth  of  July,  that  they  might  be  in  readinefs  to 

co-operate  with  the  continental  ariny%     On  the'-approach 

of 
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qF  the  Americans;^  major  M^Arthur,  who  commanded  J7^<>* 
on  the  Peedee,  called  in  his  detachments,    abandoned 
his  poft  on  the  Cheraw  hill,  and  marched  diredUy  to 
join  the  main  body  of  the  royal  army  at  Camden.     On 
the  day  the  Britiih  relinquifhed  this^part  of  the  country, 
the  inhabitants,  diftreffed  by  tjieir  depredations,  anddif- 
gufted  with  their  conduft,  generally  took  arms.     Lord 
Nairne  and  io6  Britifh  invalids,  going  down  the  Pee- 
dee,  were  made  prifoners  by  a  party  of  the  Americans 
commanded  by  major  Thomas,    who  had  been  lately 
received  as  loyal  fubjefts.     A  large  boat  coming  up 
from  George-town,  well  ftored  widi  neceflaries  for  ma- 
jor M' Arthur's  party,  was  feized  for  the  ufe  of  the  Ame- 
rican army.     All  the  new  made  Britiih  militia  officers, 
excepting  col.  Mills,  were  made  prifoners  by  their  own 
men.     The  retreat  of  the  Bririfh  from  their  out-pofts  to  , 
Camden,  and  the  advance  of  the  American  army,  join-  1 
ed  to  the  impolitic  condu6t  of  the  conquerors  toward  '. 
their  new  fubjefts,  concurred  to  produce  a  general  re- 
volt in  favor  of  congrefs. 

On  the  28th  of  July .  (the  day  after  the  American  j^jy 
army  encamped  at  Spink's  farm  on  the  road  to  Cam-  ^^* 
den)  col.  Otho  H.\\^illiams  repeated  to  gen.  Gates  the 
advice  he  had  given  in  fubftance  to  baron  de  Kalb  more 
tlian  a  fortnio;ht  before  ^  which  was  to  deviate  from  the  / 
clireft  road  to  Camden — to  order  gen.  Cafwell  to  join 
him  at  the  mouth  of  Rocky  river  on  Peedee,  and  from 
thence  to  fend  his  heavy  baggage,  women  and  invalids 
to  Salifbury  (a  day's  march  higher  up  the  country)  and 
there  eftablifh  an  hofpital  and  magazines— *to  march  all 
his  effeftive  troops  from  the  mouth  of  Rocky  river  to 
Chai'lotte,  where  a  magazine,  hofpital,  and  if  neceflary 

an 
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j78o.couraginghis  men,  put  them  in  mind  of  their  bayonet, 
which  they  had  received  only  the  day  before,  calling  out 
to  them,    ^^  My  brave  fellows,  you  have  bayonets  as 
well  as  they,  we'll  charge  them."     CoL  Williams  had  [ 
advanced  in  front  of  the  brigade,  from  which  he  had 
taken  a  few  volunteers,    intending,    by    a  partial  iirc, 
to  extort  that  of  the  enemy  at  fome  diflance,  in  expec- 
tation that  the  militia  would  Hand  the  firil  difchargC) 
and  be  brought  to  clofer  aftion  with  their  loadec}  mulkcts, 
But  the  advantage  was  loft,     Lord '  Cornwallis  obierving 
the  movenient  of  the  Virginians  under  Stevens^  gave 
orders  to  lieut.  col.  Webfter  to  begin  an  attack.    The 
Britifh  infantry  upon  that  rufhed  through  the  thin  fire 
I      of  the  militia  with  great  intrepidity,  and  furiouflyr  charged 
the  brigade  with  a  cheer.     The  intimidated  mil)tia  threw 
down  moft  of  their  arms,  bayonets  and  all,  and  witlj 
the  utmoft  precipitation  and  trepidation  fled  from  die 
field,  and  were  followed  by  the  North  Carolina  mifitia 
light  infantry.     The  whole  North  Carolina  divifion  being 
panic-ftruck,   imitated  the  fhameful  cxannplci  cx<^ 
one  regiment,  commanded  by  col.  Dixon,  next  in  the 
line  of  battle  to  the  continental  regulars,  which  fired 
feveral  rounds:    indeed,    gen.  Gregory *4   brigade,  to 
which  that  regiment  belonged,  paufed  longer  than  the 
others :  but  at  laft  all  fled,  arid  the  majority,  without 
their  arms,  or  firing  a  fingle  fhpt.     It  cannot  appear 
exceflively  flrange,  that  fuch  raw  militia  could  not  fland 
before  bayonets,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  for  fome 
time  they  had  fubfifted  on  fruit  fcarcely  ripe,  without 
any  regular  rations  of  flefti,  flour,  or  fpirituous  liquors ; 
— that  their  ftrepgth  and  fpkits  were  depreflfed  hy  liich 
preceding  low  regimen  j-^and  that,  after  an  uiiexpe£h?d 

meedng 
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meeting  of  the  enemy,  they  had  to  lie  for  hours  on  1780, 
their  arms,  attended  with  the  apprehenfxon  of  inamediatc 
danger,  and  the  horrors  of  the  night,      % 

All  the  niilitia  who  compofed  the  left  wing  and  centre 
being  routed,  the  fccond  continental  brigade,  copfifting    / 
of  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops,  niaking  the  right    j 
wing,  and  the  corps-de-referve,  were  left  to  fight  or  re-   | 
treat;  but  as  they  had  no  orders  for  the  latter,  they   '• 
maintained  their  pofition  with  great  refolution,  and  gave 
the  Britifh  an  unexpefted  check.     The  fecond  brigade    ; 
even  gained  ground,  and  took  no  lefs  than  50  prifoners. 
But  the  corps-de-referve  being  confiderably  out-flanked, 
were  thrown  into  diforder:  they  were  foon  rallied  by 
their  officers,  and  renewed  the  aftion  with  much  Ipirit. 
Overpowered  by  numbers  they  were  again  broken :  but 
the  brave  examples  and  exertions  of  the  officers  induced 
):hem  to  form  afrelh.     The  gallantry  of  this  corps  co- 
vered, in  a  great  meafure,  the  left  of  the  fecond  bri- 
gade,  which  was  in  a  manner  blended  with  the  enemy's    ' 
line  on  their  left,  where  the  conflidt  was  defperate.    The 
Americans  thinking  themfelves  mafters  of  the  field,    ': 
difputed  with  the  Britifti  who  ihouki  conquer  and  retain   ; 
the  other  as  prifoners  of  wan     At  length  the  enemy   \ 
directir^  their  whole  force  againft  thcfe  two  devoted 
corps,  the  fire  of  the  mufketry  became  yet  more  tre- 
mendous, and  was  continued  with  equal  perfeverancc 
and  obftinacy,  till  lord  Cornwallis  obferving  that  there 
was  no   cavalry  oppofed  to  him,   puftied  forward  his 
dragoons,  and  charging  with  his  bayonets  at  the  fame  . 
moment,  put  an  end  to  the  conteft.     Never  did  men  j 
behave  better  than  the  continentals  in  the  whole  of  the  ! 
aftion;  bu:  all  attecnpts  to  rally  the  militia  were  inef- 

feftual. 
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17^0.  feftual.     Lieut,  col.  Tarleton's  legion  charged  them  as 

they  broke,  and  purfued  them   as  they  were  fleeing. 

Without  having  it  in  their  power  to  defend  thcmfclves, 

they  fell  in  great  numbers  under  the  legionary  fabres. 

General  Gates  was  borne  off  the  field .  by  a  torrent  of 

'    difmayed  militia.     They  conftituted  €0  great  a  part  of 
his  army,  that  when  he  faw  them  break  and  flee  with 

I  fuch  precipitation,  he  loft  every  hope  of  vidlory ;  and 
his  only  care  was,  if  poflible,  to  rally  a  fufiici(^nt  num- 
ber, to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  regular  troops  j  he  re-; 
tired  with  gen.  Cafwell  to  Clermont,  in  hope  of  halting 
them  at  their  late  encampment.  But  the  further  they 
fled,  the  more  they  difperfed,  and  the  gefierals  giving 
up  all  as  loft,  retired  with  a  very  few  attendants  to 
Charlotte.  On  their  retreat,  an  officer  from  col.  Sump- 
*  ter  overtook  them,  and  reported  to  Gace£>  that  the 
colonel  had  fucceeded  fully  in  his  enterprife  the  evening 
before  againft  the  enemy's  poft  on  the  Wateree  -,  had 
reduced  the  redoubt  and  captured  the  guard ;  and  had 
intercepted  the  efcort  with  the  ftores,  which  were. all 
taken,  with  about  40  waggons  and  upward;  of  100  pri-. 
foners.  Gates  however  could  take  no  advantage  of  this 
fuccefs  :  the  enemy  were  at  his  hcelsj  and  his  vi6toriou$ 
friends  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  a  river  too  diftant  to  form 
a  junftion  in  time  to  prevent  his  fate. 

.Moft  of  the  Virginia  militia  returned  to  HilUborocigh 
by  the  route  they  came  to  camp;  and  gen,  Stevens 
found  means  to  ftop  a  confiderabJe  number  at  that  place : 
but  the  term  for  which  they  had  taken  the  field  being 
nearly  expired,  all  who  had  not  deferted  were  foon  after- 
ward difcharged.  The  North  Carolinians  fled  different 
ways,  as  their  hopes  led  or  their  fears  drove  them  ;  and 
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many  were  intercepted  by  their  difafFefted  countrymen,  *S8^ 
who  but  a  few  days  before  had  generally  fubniitted  to  Gates,  \  ' 
by  whom  they  were  generoufly  fent  to  their  homes,  upon  * 
a  promife  of  remaining  neuter  or  of  following  his  c6^  ' 
Jours.  Several  confiderable  parties  had  aftually  taken  , 
arms  with  a  profeffed  defign  of  joining  the  Americans ;  j 
but  fo  foon  as  they*  heard  of  their  defeat,  they  becanic 
aftive  in  the  purfuit  of  the  fugitives,  and  filled  or  cap- 
tured all  that  came  in  their  way. 

Baron  de  Kalb,  while  exerting  himfelf  with  great 
bravery  to  prevent  the  defeat  of  the  day,  received  efeven 
wounds.  His  aid  de  camp,  lieut.  col.  dii  Buyflbn,  cm- 
braced  him,  announced  his  rank  and  nation  to  the  lur« 
rounding  foe,  and  begged  that  they  would  Ipare  his  lifc.^ 
While  he  generoufly  expofed  himfelf  to  (ave  his  friend, 
he  received  fundry  dangerous  wounds,  and  was  taken  I 
prifoner.  The  baron  expired  in  a  fhort  time,  though 
he  received  the  moft  particular  aflifbmce  fronri  the  Bri- 
jiflj.  He  fpent  his  laft  breath  ift  diftating  a  letter,  ex- 
preflive  of  the  warmeft  afie£fcion  for  the  officers  and  men 
of  his  divifion— of  the  greateft  fatisfaftion  in  the  tefH-  i 
mony  giyen  by  the  Britifti  army  of  the  bravery  of  his  ^ 
troops— of  his  being  charmed  with  the  firm  bppofidon  \ 
they  made  to  fuperior  force,  when  abandoned  by  the  reft 
of  the  army— of  the  infinite  pleafure  he  received  from 
the  gallant  behaviour  of  the  Delaware  regiment,  and  the 
companies  of  artillery  attached  to  the  brigades — and  of 
the  endearing  fenfe  he  entertained  of  the  merit  of  the 
whole  divifion  he  commanded*  The  congreis  refolved 
on  the  14th  of  Oftober,  thstt  a  monument  Ihould  Be 
erefted  to  hi?  memory  in  Annapolis,  the  metropolis  irf 
Maryland,    with  a  V?ry  lionorabk  infcription*    Gen. 

Rutherford 
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i7$o.  Rutherford  furrcndered  to  a  party  of  the  Britilh  legion. 

;  All  the  other  general  officers  efcaped ;  but  were  fcpa- 
rated  from  their  relpeftive  commands^  and  obliged  to 
flee  with  precipitation.  Every  corps  was  broken,  and 
difperfed  through  the  woods.  The  bogs  and  brufli, 
which  in  a  degree  fcreened  them  from  the  fury  of  their 
foes,  laid  them  under  the  neceffity  of  ieparating  from 

.  each  other.  Major  Anderfon  of  the  3d  Maryland  regi- 
ment,  was  the  only  infantry  officer,   whofc  efforts  to  1 

.  fally  the  men,  after  the  total  rout,  were  in  any  degree 
cffeftual.  A  few  individuals  of  feveral  companies  joined 
him  at  fome  diflance  from  the  field,  and  others  added 
to  that  fmall  number  by  falling  into  his  ranks  on  die 
march.  The  removal  of  the  heavy  baggage  to  Wax-r 
haws  was  delayed  till  the  morning  of  the  a£Uon^  con- 
trary  to  Gates's  exprels  orders  the  day  preceding :  ib 
that  the  greateft  part,  together  with  all  that  followed  th« 
army,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  was  plun- 
dered in  the  route  by  thofe  who  went  off  early,  .and 
could  take  time  for  fuch  bafenefs.  A  general  transfer 
of  property  took  place :  even  that  which  efcaped  the 
foe  fell  not  again  into  the  hands  of  the  right  owners, 
except  fome  fmall  part  of  the  officers  baggage,  which 
was  recovered  at  Charlotte.  The  baggage  waggons  in- 
deed of  gen.  Gates  and  baron  de  Kalb,  being  furniihed 
with  flout  horfes  and  clever  drivers,  who  underftood 
their  bufinefs  and  knew  the  roads,  were  fiilly  prcfcrvcd. 
All  the  baron's  baggage  and  papers  were  faved  :  as  were 
Gates's,  and  every  paper  and  private  letter  of  all  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  his  family.  The  purfuit  was 
rapid  for  more  than  twenty  miles ;  and  fo  great  "was  the 
difmay  of  the  retreating  troops  (the  cries  of  the  oaur* 

dend 
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dered  in  the  rear,  being  echoed  by  the  women  andi-jg©, 
^vounded  men  with  increafing  terror)  that  at  the 
diftance  of  forty  milesj  whole  teams  of  horfes  were  cut 
out  of  the  waggons  to  accelerate  the  flight.  Many 
wounded  officers  and  foldicrs  were  got  off  by  like  expe- 
dients :  fome  of  whom  gave  aftonifhing  proofs  of  what 
pain,  fatigue  and  want,  the  human  conftitution  can  bear. 
The  road  by  which  the  troops  fled,  was  covered  with 
arms,  baggage,  the  fick,  the  wounded,  and  the  dead. 
Gates  was  perfuaded  by  all  that  he  faw  and  heard,  that 
the  regular  troops  were  entirely  cut  ofi^,  and  the  whole 
either  killed  or  captured ;  and  that  there  was  no  profpedt 
of  collefting  a  force  at  Charlotte  (where  he  arrived  late 
in  the  night)  adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country : 
he  therefore  left  gen.  Cafwell  at  Charlotte  to  affemble 
the  militia  of  Mecklenburgh  county,  and  proceeded 
with  all  poffible  difpatch  to  HilKborough,  to  devife  fome 
plan  of  defence  in  conjunftion  with  the  legiflative  body 
of  North  Carolina.  He  confidered  not,  that  by  (hort- 
ening  his  journey,  and  remaining  at  Charlotte  or  Salif- 
bury,  appearances  would  be  lefs  unfavorable  to  his 
perfonal  repuution,  though  lefs  beneficial  to  the  public 
caufe. 

Lord  Cornwallis*s  viftory  was  complete.     The  Amc- . 
ricans  loft  eight  field  pieces,  the  whole  of  their  artillery,! 
with  all  their  ammunition  waggons,  befidc  1 50  others,  j 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  military  (lores,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  their  baggage.     The  numbers  Qain  cannot  be 
prccifely  afcertained,  no  returns  of  the  militia  ever  being 
made  after  the  aftion.    Three  hundred  of  the  North 
Carolina  militia,  befidc  63  wounded,  were  made  pri^ 
foners.    Only  three  of  the  Virginia  militia  wcrp  left 

wounded 
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1780.  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle :  owing  to  their  making 
no  Hand,  and  being  firft  in  flight,  but  few  of  them  were 
captivated.     From  the  abftraft  of  mtiftcr  and  infpec- 
tion,  taken  at  Hillfborough  Oftober  the  ift,  it  appcan 
that  exclufive  of  baron  de  Kalb  and  gen.  Rutherford, 
the  numbers  of  killed,  captured  and  milfing,  in  the  ac- 
tions of  the  16th  and  i8th,  wexe  4  lieutenant  colonels^ 
3  majors,  14  captains,  4  captain  lieutenants/  16  lieute- 
nants, 3  enfigns,  4  ftafF,   78  fubalterns,  and  604  rank 
and  file.     The  impoflibility  of  accounting  with  certainty 
for  thofe  who  fell  in  battle,  and  thofe  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  obliged  the  officers  to  make  many 
miffing,  who  were  probably  killed,  or  prifoAers.  Thoogji 
\  Cornwallis's  vi6tory  was  complete,  yet  froifi  the  aCcounK 
I  which  the  Britifh  gave  of  the  aftion,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  it  was  dearly  bought.     Gates  apprehended  early  in 
September,  that  he  had  eftablifhed  it  as  a  certain  faft, 
that  more  than  500  of  their  old  troops  were  lulled  and 
wounded. 
-A^g*      On  the  17th  and  i8th  of  Auguft,  brigadiers  Small- 
J18*    wood  and  Gift,  with  feveral  other  officers,,  arrived  at 
Charlotte  (full  80  miles  from  the  place  of  aftion)  where 
upward  of  a  hundred  regular  infantry,  col.   Armahd's 
cavalry,  and  a  major  Davie's  fmall  partizan  corps  of  horfe 
from  the  Waxhaw  fettlement  had   colle6ted.     Small- 
wood  had  been  feparated  from  the  firft  Maryland  -bri- 
gade, after  the  men  had  been  engaged  a  while,  by  the 
>    interpofal  of  the  enemy ;  and  finding  it  imprafticable  to 
rejoin  them,  as  well  as  apprehending  they  muft  be  over- 
powered and  could  not  retreat, .  rode  off  for  perional 
fafety.     The  little  provifion  which  the  troops  nniet  with 
at  Charlotte,  proved  a  moft  fcafonablereifrcihmciit.  ■  The 

ditxip- 
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k  drooping  fpirits  of  the  officers  began  to  revive;   and'?*o« 
\  hopes  were  entertained,  that  a  rcfpeftable  force  might 
foon  be  again  affemblcd  from  the  country  militia,  and 
from  the  addition  of  col.Sumpter^s  vi6lorious  detach- 
ment.    All  thefe  profpeds  however  were  foon' obfcuredi 
by  intelligence  on  the  j  9th  of  the  complete  diiper- 
fion  of  that  corps.     On  hearing  of  gen*  Gates's  dcffeat, 
col.  Sumpter  began  to  retreat  up.  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Wateree,  with  his  prifoners  and  captured  ftores.    Lord  ' 
Cornwallison  the  morning  of  the  17th,  difpatched  Tarle- 
ton  with  his  legion  and  a  detachment  of  infantry,  to 
purfue  him.     This  was  done  with  fo  much  celerity  and 
addrefs,  that  he  was  overtaken  the  next  day  at  Fifhing- 
creek.     The  British  horfc  rode  into  the  camp  before  he 
was  prepared  for  defence.     The  Americans  having  been 
four  days  without  fleep  or  provifions,  were-  more  obe- 
dient to  the  calls  of  nature,  than  attentive  to  herfirftlaw 
of  felf-prefervation.    Col.  Sumpter  had  taken  every  pru- 
dent precaution  to  prevent  a  furprife,  but  his  videttes 
wereJb  fatigued  that  they  negledted  their  duty.     With 
much  difficulty  he  got  a  few  of  his  corps  to  make  aihort 
Hand,  but  the  greater  part  fled  to  the  river  or  to*  the 
woods.     The  Britifh  prifoners,  about  300,  were  all  re-' 
taken  and  conduced  to  Camden.    *Thc  cotonel  loft  all 
his  artillery,  and  the  whole  detachment  was  either  killed, 
captured  or  difperfed.  -   • 

Every  hope  from  that  quarter  being  thus  banifhed, 
and  the  miliua  not  expe£ted  to  aflemyn^  lefs  than  three 
days,  the  officers  and  foldiers  at  Charlotte  began  to 
think  their  fituation  again  dangeroufly  critical.  No  or- 
der had  yet  taken  place  among  thofe  wjio  had  fortuitoufly 
met  there.    The  troops  were  half  femiflicd ;  and  there 

was 
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«78<>*was  no  ftore  of  proyiGons  in  the  town,  which  was  open 
on  all  fides,  and  no  more  defenfible  than  a  plain.    There 
was  nothing  to  oppofe  or  impede  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,    for  the  Wateree  was  fordable*     In  £ai&  there 
were  reafons  fufficient  to  apprehend  that  the  wretched 
remnant  of  an  unfortunate  army  might  be  cut  to  pieces 
before  night.     The  officers  therefore  wert  generally  of 
opinion,  that  no  time  ftiould  be  loft  in  making  a  retreat 
toward  Salifbury ;  and  the  whole  were  prepared  to  march 
at  the  moment  when  gen.  Smallwood,  who  quartered  at 
a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  came  to  take  the  com- 
mand.    CoL  Williams,  the  deputy  adjutant  general^  and 
one  of  the  brigade  majors,  took  the  route  toward  Cam-* 
den,  to  direft  thofe  coming  that  road  to  file  ofF  for  Sa- 
Efbury,  as  alfo  to  get  further  intelligence  of  the  cntmj. 
The  neceffarV  information  was  fent  by  expre&  to  majoi' 
Anderlbn.     The  troops  were  followed  by  a  number  of 
whig  families,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Catawba  In- 
dians, in  ijumber  about  300,  of  which  there  were  about; 
60  warriors.     There  was  greater  plenty  of  pravifions  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  than  in  that  through  which  thtf 
army  had  advanced.  The  troops  fupplkd  themfelres  on- 
der  the  direftion  of  the  officers,  there  being  no  maga-^ 
zines.     In  fuch  circumftances  a  ftrift  regolaritjr  cotrld 
not  be  preferred,  and  the  inhabitants  neceffarily  i^the 
efFcfts  of  the  general  diftrefs. 

A  minute  reprefentation  of  the  retreat  from  Charlotte 
to  Salifbury,  would  be  the  image  of  complicated  wretch- 
cdnefs.  Care,  anxiety,  pain,  hurniliation  and  dgeftiony 
poverty,  hurry  and  confufion,  prortiifcuoufly  marked 
the  Ihocking  fcene.  Painfiil  objefts  prefented  themfelves 
to  view — feveral  men  without  an  arm— fbmc  with  but 
3    •  one 
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one — and  many  ftanding  in  need  of  kind  and  powerful  '7^^ 
affitlance.  -       . 

The  exertions  of  col.  Williams  of  Ninety  Six  on  the 
fide  of  congrefs  have  been  already  noticed  j  it  muft  now' 
be  mentioned,  that  on  the  day  Sumpter  was  furprifcd,    j 
he  engaged  a  confiderable  party  of  Britifh  and  tories,-  j 
at  Mufgrove's  mills  on  the  Enoree  river.     On  the  17th,'  / 
he  marched,  with  cols.  Shelby  and  Clark,  and  a  party 
of  about  200  South  Carolinians  and  Georgians,  to  attack 
a  body  of  200  tories.     Thefe  were  reinforced  at  night 
by  100  more  and  200  regulars.     The  next  day  they  ad- 
vanced upon  the  whig  party ;  every  man  of  which  was' 
ordered  to  take  his  tree  for  defence,  not  to  ftre  till  the 
enemy  v/as  within  8  yards,  and  then  to  be  furc  of  his' 
object.     A  warm  fire  began :  after  a  while  the  .enemy 
was  obliged  to  retreat,  having  60  men  killed  moftly  Bri- 
tifh, and  70  wounded :  the  others  had  3  killed  and  8* 
wounded. 

Major  Anderfon,  having  obtained  intelligence  of  lieur* 
col.  Tarleton's  retiring' after  furprifing  Sumpter,  moved 
flowly  in  order  to  give  the  fugitive  foldiers  an  opportu- 
nity of  joining  him  y  and  continued  his  march  toward 
Charlotte  as  the  neareft  place* of  repofe  and  refrefliment,  ' 
of  which  his  little  party  was  in  great  want.  From  Char- 
lotte the  major  fent  an  exprefs  to  gen.  Smallwood  at 
Salifbury,  to  inform  him  of  his  arrival,  the  fituation  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  wifh  of  the  people  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, that  he  w^ould  continue  with  bis  party  among 
them.  He  alfo  acquainted  the  general,  that  it  was  the 
rtqucft  of  the  m/ilitia,  that  he  would  return  and  take  the 
command  of  them,  Cafwell  having  left  Charlotte,  be- 
fore  the  time  appointed  for  their  meeting.     The  gene-*- 

Vol.  III.  Gg  ral 
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1780. ral  declined  the  honor  of  the  invitation,  confidering  the 
fecblenefs  of  his  force,  that  the  men  were  worn  down  with  | 
fatigue  and  fading,  were  deftitutc  of  all  neceflaries,  and 
therefore  inadequate  to  the  needful  afliftance,    in  cafe  ' 
the  BritiQi  fhould  advance*     He  fent  alfb  the  particular  j 
friend  of  major  Andcrfon  to  haften  his  departure  from  | 
Charlotte,  and  to  conduft  him  to  Salifbufy,  where  he 
continued  with  the  cfFeftive  foldiers  who  had  joined  him 
from  time  to  time*     After  the  major's  arrival  at  Salif- 
bury,  Smallwood  received  an  order  from  Gates  to  ad- 
vance toward  Hillfborough,  which  order  he  had  antici- 
pated by  having  croffed  the  river  before  he  received  it. 
The  troops  were  halted  for  a  day  or  two  at  Guildford 
court-houfe,   and  then  upon  frefli  orders   from  Gates  | 
marched  on  to  Hillfborough,  where  they  arrived  the  6th 
of  September.     A  few  officers  and  men   had  arrived 
there  before  by  a  different  route  *• 
}        Lord  Cornwallis,    notwithflanding  the    complctcnels 
'    of  his  viftoiy,  was  reflrained  for  fomc  time  from  pur- 
fuing  his  conquefls,  through  the  lofs  he  had  fuitained  m 
the  battle>  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fickli- 
nefs  of  the  feafpn,  and  the  want  of  necefTary  fupplics ; 
he  therefore  remained  at  Camden.    But  he  difpacched 
proper  people,  to  North  Carolina  the  day  after  the  adtion, 
with  direftions  to  the  royalifts  to  take  arms  and  aflcmblc 
immediately;    and  promifed  to  march  without  lofs  of 
time  to  their  fupport.     Till  he  could  advance  toward 
that  ftate,  his  attention  was  engaged  in  adopting  mea- 
fures  to  crufh  all  future  oppofition  to  the  royal  govern- 

♦  In  cqupiling  the  above  narrative  from  July  thesStb    recourie 
has  been  had  to  a  detail  of  fafts  wTittea  by  the  deputy  adjutant  ^enetal 
CoL  Otho  'H.  Williams. 

^  meat. 
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Si    ment,  which  betrayed  him  Into  a  ftill  feverer  policy  than  '7*^ 

1'    had  hitherto  been  adopted. 

i        On  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  he  thtis  addrefled  lieut.  col.  Aujr. 

•  •  «  •  rfi 

Cruger,  the  commandant  of  the  Britifh  garrifon  at  Nine*      ' 
:     ty  Six — "  1  have  given  orders  that  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province  who  had  fubmitted,  and  who  have  taken 
•     a  part  in  this  revolt,  (hould  be  pvniflied  with  the  greateft 
rigor,  that  they  ftiould  be  imprifoned,  and  their  whole 
property  taken  from  them  or  deftroyed.     I  have  like- 
wife  directed,  that  compcnfation  fhould  be  made  out  of 
their  effedts  to  the  perfons  who  have  been  plundered 
and  oppreffed  by  them.     I  have  ordered,  in  the  moft 
pofitive  manner,  that  every  mili|:ia  man,  who  had  bore 
arms  with  us,    and  had  afterward  joined  the  enemy,   / 
Ihould  be  immediately  hanged.     I  have  now.  Sir,  only 
to  defire,  that  you  will  take  the  moft  vigorous  meafurea 
t6  extinguifh  the  rebellion,  in  the  diftridt  in  which  you 
command,  and  that  you  will  obey  in  the  ftrifteft  man- 
ner, the  direftions  I  have  given  in  this  letter,  relative 
to  the  treatment  of  this  country  ♦."     Similar  orders  were 
addrefled  to  the  commanders  of  different  pofts.     Exe*-  i 
cutions  and  feverities  followed,  which  inftcad  of  extin-  ! 
guifhing  what  his  lordlhip  pronounces  rebellkm,   will  ' 
only  caufe  it  to  rage  in  the  breafts  of  tijie  determined  . 
friends  to  congrefs,   till  it  burfts  forth  with  redoubled  / 
fury  whenever  a  promifmg  opportunity  offers. 

Notwithftanding  the  triumph  of  the  Britifh  aims  in  ■, 
the  conqueft,  firft  of  the  capital  and  then  of  the  ftatse  q£  ] 
South  Carolina,  feveral  of  the  iiriiabitants,  relpedtabk  j 
for  their  numbers,  but  more  fo  for  their  weight  and  in-j   j 

*  It  was  fent  to  gen.  Greqie  as  a  genuine  copy  of  the  order,  bjf  hit    ' 
lordfhip  in  a  letter  of  December  27,  1780. 

G  g  2  ,      fluencc. 
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'T^^*  fluence,  had  continued  firm  to  the  cauie  pi  indepen- 
I  dence :  though  reftrained  by  their  paroles  from  doing 
any  thing  injurious  to  the  intereft  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jcfty,  yet  by  their  filent  example  they  had  induced  many 
to  decline  exchanging  their  paroles  as  prifoners,  for  the 
proteftion  and  privileges  of  Britifh  fubje<5ts.     To  rc- 

;  move  every  bias  of  this  kind,  and  to  enforce  a  general 
fubmifTion  to  royal  government,  lord  Cornwallis  gave 
orders  to  fend  out  of  the  ftate  a  number  of  fuch  prin- 
cipal perforts,  prifoners  on  parole  in  Charleftown.    On 

Aug.  the  27th  of  Augufl-,  Chriftopher  GadlHen  efcj;  the  lieu- 

^^*     tenant  governor,  moft  of  the  civil  and  militia  officers, 
and  fome  others  of  the  hearty  friends  of  America,  were 
taken  early  in  the  morning  out  of-their  hotrfes  and  beds 
by  armed  parties,  and  brought  to  the  exchange,  from 
whence  when  colleded  together,  they  "werie  removed  on 
board  the  Sandwich  guardfliip,  and  from  thence  tranf- 
ported  in  a  few  days  to  St.  Auguftine.     The  manner 
m  which  the  order  was  executed,  was  not  lels  painfid 
to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen,  than  the  order  itfclf  was 
injurious  to  the- rights  of  prifoners,  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefits of  a  capitulation.     Guards  were  left   at  their  re- 
Ipeftive  houfe^.  '-  The  private  papers  of  fbme  were  cxa* 
mined.     Reports  were  immediately  circulated  to  thdr 
difadvantage,  and  every  circumftance  managed  fb  as  to 
induce'  a  general  belief,  that  they  were  all  apprehended 
for  violating  their  paroles,  and  for  concerting  a  fcheme 
for  burning  the  town,  and  maffacreing  the  loyal  (lifcHefb. 
On  the  very  day  of  their  confinement,  they  remonftrated 
to  lieut.  col.Balfour,  the  commandant  of  Charleftown, 
affertitig  their  innocence,  and  challenging  their  accuiers 
to  appear  face  to  face,  with  their  chaises  agsuiift  them. 

Tp 
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To  this  a  meffage  from  the  commandant  wds  delivered  i^g®. 
officially,  in  which  he  acknowledged  that  this  extraor- 
dinary ftep  had  been  taken  ."  from  motives  of  policy." 
On  the  I  ft  of  Sept.  gen.  Moultrie,  as  the  fenior  conti-  Sept. 
nental  officer,  that  was  a  prifoner  under  the  capitulation,   '  ^* 
demanded  a  releafe  from  the  prifon-fhip  of  thofe  gentle- 
men particularly,  who  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  that 
aft  j    and  requefted,  that  if  the  demand  could  not  be 
complied  with,  he  might  have  leave  to  fend  an  officer 
to  congrefs  to  reprefent  the  grievance.     The  comman- 
dant, under  the  pretence    that  the  terms  of  the  letter 
were  very  exceptionable  and  unwarrantable,  declined  re- 
turning an  anfwer ;  and  cleared  himfelf  of  a  bufinefs  that 
he  was  not  capable  of  defending,  by  declaring  in  a  note. 
from  a  major  of  brigac^e,  that  he  would  not  receive  any 
further  application  from  the  general  on  the  fubjeft.  The 
Britifii  endeavoured  to  juftify  the  fending  of  the  citizens 
to  St.  Auguftine,  by  alleging  the  right  of  captors  to 
remove  prifoners  whitherfoever  they  pleafe,  without  re- 
garding their  convenience.     It  was  generally  conceived,  . 
that  the  right  of  s the  citizens  of  Charleftown  to  refide  at  ' 
their  homes,  was  not  only  ftrongly  implied,  but  plainly 
expreffed  in  the  capitulation  ;  however  as  the  article  re-  : . 
fpefiing  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  only  promifed  that 
they  fliould  be  prifoners  on  parole,  and  did  not  iitime-  > 
diatcly  add  in  Charleftown,  the  Britifh  commanders  took  ' 
the  advantage  of  it  for  removing  gentlemen,   chargeld  ' 
with  no  breach  of  the  capitulation',  from  »their  houies,  j 
wives  and  children,  by  offering  them,  that  parole  in  St.  \ 
Auguftine,  to  which  they  had -an  undoubted  right  in;     . 
Charlefto^ivnj  upon  the  eftablifhed  rule  among,  civilizal  \ 
nations,  to  conftrue  capitulations,  whcm  ambiguous^  in  \ 

G  g  3  favor  v     ' 
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«78<^  favor  of  the  vanquilhcd.      The  fuffcring    individuak 

'  might  juftly  complain  upon  the  occafion  ;  but  congrcfs 

■  could  not,  confidering  what  had  taken  place  with  regard 

to  the  convention  troops  under  gen.  Burgoyne. — Sec 

p.  45— 51. 

^*  On  the  1 6th  of  September,  lord  Cornwallis  proceeded 
to  the  fequeftration  of  all  eftates  belonging  to  the  de- 
cided friends  of  American  independence.  In  the  .exe- 
cution of  this  bufmefs,  John  Cruden  elq;  was  appointed 
to  take  poffeflion  of  the  eftates  of  particular  pcrfons, 
defignated  in  warrants  iflued  by  his  lordfhip  or  the  com- 
mandant of  Charleftown.  Many  will  pronounce  this  fe- 
queftration by  his  proclamation,  as  juftifiable  as  the  con- 
fifcation  of  real  and  pcrfonal  property  by  the  feveral 
American  ftsites,  upon  the  recommendation  of  congrcfi 
in  1777, 

The  numbers  of  real  royalifts,  together  with  the  oc- 
calional  ones  who  joined  the  train  of  the  conqueror, 
bore  fo  large  a  proportion  to  the  remaining  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina,  that  lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  fiipc- 
riority  in  arms,  might  reafonably  e5q)eft,  that  the  pa- 
trons of  American  independence  would  be  utterly  inca- 
pable of  giving  him  further  trouble  in  that  ftate  :  but 
events  were  different.  CoL  Mariop  had  retired  from 
Charleftown  during  the  fiege,  his  leg  being  frafhircd^ 
which  difabled  him  from  commanding  his  regiment. 
After  the  furrender  of  the  capital,  he  retreated  to  North 
Carolina.  He  was  promoted  by  gov.  Rudedge  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general,  about  the  time  that  Sumpter 
was  honored  in  like  manner ;  which  was  foon  after  the 
Utter  had  penetrated  into  South  Carolina,  and  recom- 
menced a  military  oppofition  to  Britiih  government, 

though 
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though  he  has  hitherto  been  fpoken  of  under  his  conti-  i-lgo^ 
nental  title  of  colonel.     Marion  fuccefsfuUy  profecuted,  1 
in  the  north  eaftern  extremities  of  the  ftate,  the  fame  j 
plan  with  Sumpter.     On  the  advance  of  gen.  Gates,  he  / 
procured  the  command  of  fixteen  men  :  with  thefe  he 
penetrated  through  the  country,    and  took  a  pofition 
near  the  Santee.     From  this  ftation  he  fallied  out  and 
captured  a  fmall  Britifh  guard,  and  refcued  150  foldiers 
of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  corps,  who,  having  been 
taken  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  were  on  their  way  from 
Camden  to  Charleftown.      He  releafed  the  prifonersj 
paroled  his  captives,  and  then  took  himfelf  to  the  woods. 
The  defeat  of  Gates  however  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
ftate ;  but  after  an  abfence  of-  a  few  days  he  returned.    - 
In  his  letter  from  Peedee  of  Auguft  the  29th,  he  wrote  , 
to  Gates — "  As  the  militia  is  not  under  any  command, 
feme  days  I  have  not  more  than  a  dozen  with  me.^     In 
fubfequent  ones  he  exprefled  himfelf  as  foUows-U"  On 
September  the  4th,  marched  with  53  to  attack  a  body 
of  200  tories,  who  intended  to  furprife  me  :-— furprifed 
a  party  of  45,  killed  and  wounded  all  but  15  who  eC- 
caped  : — met  and  attacked  the  main  body,  and  put  them 
to  flight,  though  they  had  200  men."     **  Marched  to 
Black  Mingo  September  the  24th,  where  was  a  guard 
of  60  men  of  the  militia  :-^attacked  them  on  the  28th : 
—skilled   three,    wounded   and   took    13  prifoners.     I 
had  I  captain,  and  i  private  killed ;  i  captain,  i  lieu- 
tenant, and  6  privates  wounded :  feveral  of  the  enemy 
have  fince  been  found  dead  in  a  fwamp  to  which  they 
took.     So  many  of  my  men  were  defirous  of  feeing  their 
wives  and  families  which  have  been  burnt  out,  that  I 
found  it  neceffary  to  retreat  the  next  mcjrning,    The 

G  g  4  .     pri^ 
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1780.  prifoncrs  taken  are  men  of  fortune  and  family,  which  I 
hope  will  check  the  militia  from  taking  arms  againft  us. 
Capt.  Murphy's  party  have  burnt  a  great  number  of 
houfcs  on  little  Peedee,  and  intend  to  go  on  in  that  abo- 
minable work,  which  I  am  apprehenfive  may  be  laid  to 
me ;  but  I  affure  you,  that  there  is  not  one  houfe  burnt 
by  my  orders,  or  by  any  of  my  people :  it  is  what  I 
ilcteft,  to  diftrefs  poor  women  and  children."  The  man- 
ner of  Marion's  exprefling  himfelf,  points  out  Murphy 
for  an  anti-royalift.     Many  of  the  profefled  whigs  dif- 
graced  themfclves, .  by  the  burnings,    plunderings  and 
cruelties,  that  they  praftifed  in  their  turn  upon  the  roy- 
ulifts.     They  changed  fides  at  times,  as  appears  by  Ma- 
rion's letter  of  Odtober  the  i8tli— •"  I  have  never  yet 
hadvmore  than  fcventy  men  to  ad  with  me,  and  fome- 
times  they  leave  me  to  20  or  30.     Many  who  had  fought 
with  me,  I  am  obliged  to  fight  againft/*      He  wrote  to 
Gates  *^  Nov.  the  4th.    I  croffed  Peedee  the  24th  of  Od. 
the  next  night  came  up  with  two  hundred  men  under  coL 
Tyne,    whom  I  furprifed:   killed  6,  wounded  14,  and 
took  prifoners  23,  and  got  80  horfes  and   faddles,  and 
'^s  many  ftand  of  arms.     The  colonel  made  his  efcape; 
but,  fending  a  party  to  the  High  Hills  of  Santee^  he  fell 
into  our  hands,  with  feveral  other  prifoners,  and  fome 
who  have  been  very  aftive  againft  us  and  great  plun- 
derers.    The  militia  are  now  turning  out  better  than 
riiey  have  done.     At  prefent  I  have  upward  of  aoo,  and 
cxped  that  in  three  or  four  days  it  will  be  cjoublc/* 
^'  Black  river,  Nov.  the  9th.  CoLTarleton  [with  his  corps] 
has  bjurnt  all  the  houfes,  and  deftroyed  all  the  coqi,  from 
Camden  down  to  Nelfon's  ferry :  has  behaved  to  the 
poor  woiTiea  with  great .  barbarity  j  beat  Mrs,  Richard- 

5  fofl. 
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fon,  the  reli£t  of  gen.  Richardfon,    to  make 'her  tell  .1780^ 
where  I  was ;  and  has  not  left  her  a  change  of  raiment. 
He  not  only  deftroyed  all  the  corn,  but  burnt  a  num* 
her  of  cattle  in  the  houfes  he  fired.— It  is  diftreffing  to 
fee  the  women  and  children  fitting  in  the  open  air  round 
a  fire  without  a  blanket,  or  any  clothing  but  what  they  had 
on,  and  women  of  family,  and  that  had  ample  fortunes : 
for  he  fpares  neither  whig  nor  tory.     Moft  of  the  inha- 
bitants to  the  fouthward  are  ready  and  eager  to  take  up 
arms  againft  their  taflcmafters."     "  Nov.  the  21ft.  Col. 
Tarleton  retreated  to  Gamden  after  deftroying  moft  of 
the  houfes  and  provifions  on  the  High  Hills  of  Santee.— • 
Many  of  my  people  have  left  me  and  gone  over  to  the 
enemy :  for  they  think  we  have  no  army  coming  on, 
and  that  they  have  been  deceived,  as  we  have  heard  no- 
thing from  you  for  a  great  while.     Gen.  Harrington 
has  not  done  any  fervice  with  the  troops  he  commands, 
while  I  have  been  obliged  to  aft  with  fo.few,  as  not  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  do  any  thing  efFeftual,  for  want 
of  men  and  ammunition."     So  much  was  he  diftreffed 
for  ammiUnition,  that  he  Has  engaged  when  he  had  not 
three  rounds  to  each  man  of  his  party.     At  other  times 
he  brought  his  men  into  view,  though  without  ammu- 
nition, that  he  might  make  a  fhow  of  numbers  to  the 
enemy.     The  faws  of  mills  were  converted  into  horfe-    \ 
men's  fwords  for  his  defence.     For  months  he  and  his 
party  flept  in  the  open  air,  and  flieltered  thenafelves  in    ; 
the  thick  receffes  of  deep  fwamps ;  from  whence  he  fal-    . 
lied  out,  whenever  an  opportunity  of  harafling  the  ene-    ■ 
my,  or  of  ferving  his  CQuntry  prefented  itfelf^     He  paid    > 
the  greateft  regard  •  to  private,  propierty,  an4  reftraine4  J 
Jiis  men  from  every  fpecies  of  plunder, 

'  Oppo^ 
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i7So.     Oppofition  to  royal  government  cannot  be  faid  to 
have  been,  at  any  time,  altogether  extindfc  in  the  extre- 
mities of  South  Carolina.     The  inhabitants  of  x  part  | 
of  the  ftate  called  the  New  Acquifition,    never  were  j 
paroled  as  prifoners,    nor  did  they  take   protedlion  as 
jRibjefts.     A  confiderable  part  of  Sumptcr's  men,  after 
their  difperfion  on  the  1 8  th  of  Auguft,  repaired  to  that 
fettlement,  and  generally  kept  in  fmall  parties  for  their 
own  defence.     Some  of  them  joined  major  Davie  at  the 
head  of  about  fifty  volunteers,  v;ho  had  equipped  them- 
fclves  as  dragoons,  and  was  the  only  American  corps 
which  at  that  time  had  not  been  beaten  or  dilpcrfed. 
Let  us  now  repair  to  Hillfborough. 
>        General  Gates  feeing  the  wretched  relics  of  his  unfcK** 
/    tunate  continental  army  deftitute  of  every  thing,  did  all 
'    that  was  poffible  to  procure  them  provifions  and  clothing. 
He  ufed  the  moft  prefling  felicitations  to  gov.  Naih  and 
the  affembly  of  North  Carolina.     They  being  prefent, 
faw  and  lamented  the  haplefs  fate  of  thofe   brave  men, 
who  had  been  deferted  in  danger  by  the  people  they 
meant  to  proteft.     Humanity,  gratitude,  policy  and 
felf-defence,  diftated  the  moft  vigorous  exertions.    Such 
were  the  exigencies  of  the  whig  party,  that  every  man 
felt  and  fubmitted  to  the  neceffxty  of  giving  all  his 
affiftance,  as  well  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  to  provide 
againft  contingent  misfortunes.     The  legiflature  there- 
fore unaninrtoufly  concurred  in  the  meafure  of  taking 
arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  wherever  to  be  found 
in  the  ftate,  on  the  credit  of  the  ftate :  for  paper  money 
had  fcarce  any  value,  and  they  had  no  other.     They 
alfo  ordered,   that  a  clafs  of  their  militia  ihould  be 
draughted,  and  march  immediately  toward  Salisbury, 

for 
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for  which  place  it  was  thouglit  lord  Cornwallis  was  pre-  *7^^ 
paring  to  advance  with  his  army.     A  comfortable  fupply    \ 
of  frefli  meat  and  meal  or  flour,  was  procured  for  the 
hofpital ;  and  beef  was  better  and  more  plenty  at  Hillf-     \ 
borough  than  it  ufed  to  be  in  camp.     An  arrangement 
of  the  broken  troops  took  place  upon  an  agreement 
of  a  council  of  general  and  field  officers,  and  by  order 
of  the  commanding  officer.     The  firft,  third,  fifth  and 
feventh  Maryland  regiments,  formed  together  one  batta- 
lion, called  the  firft,    and  was  commanded  by  major 
Anderfon.     The  fecond,  fourth   and   fixth    Maryland 
regiments,  with  the  Delaware,   conftituted  the  fecond 
battalion,   and  was  commanded  by   major  Hardman* 
Thefe  two    battalions  were  completely   officered  and  | 

formed  one  regiment,  commanded  by  col.  Otho  Holland 
Williams,  and  lieut.  coL  Howard.  The  troops  being 
without  pay,  clothing,  and  fometimes  provifion,  many 
temptations  were  ufed  to  feduce  them  from  their  duty, 
and  to  defert  to  the  Britifh  army,  which  was  well  clothed 
and  fed,  and  duly  fupplied  with  rum,  a  thing  of  no  fmail 
confideration  with  common  men:  yet  fuch  was  their 
fidelity,  that  very  few  left  the  field,  even  to  return  to 
their  families ;  and  they  feveral  times  feized  and  brought 
before  their  officers,  thofe  who  would  have  condu&cd 
them  to  Camden,  and  have  rewarded  them  for  their 
treachery.  They  were,  after  a  time,  encamped  about  a 
mile  out  of  town,  though  without  tents^  by  the  help  of 
fence-rails,  poles,^  brufli  and  Indian  corn-tops.  The 
officers  fuffi^red  no  circumftance  of  humiliation  or 
diftrefs,  to  induce  them  into  a  remiffion  of  difcipline  5 
and  being  alway  with  their  refpeftive  commands  and 
Iharing  their  fate,  a  mutual  cpnfidence  and  afFcfticMi, 

^nd 
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1780,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  due  fubordination  prevailed 
throughout  the  line.  Col.  Buford  having  recruited  his 
regiment,  (which  had  been  fo  cruelly 'handled  by  Tarle- 
ton's  legion)  to  about  200  men,  arrived  from  Virginia 
on  the  1 6th  of  September  :  but  they  were  badly  armed, 
and  almoft  deftitute  of  clothing.  Near  the  lame  rime, 
-^  fixty  Virginia  militia  arrived  y  as  did  about  fifty  of  Por- 
18.  terfield's  light  infantry  on  the  i8th:  thefe  joined  Bu- 
fbrd's  corps.  The  regiments  commanded  by  him  and 
Williams  were  formed  into  one  brigade  by  general  or- 
ilers,  and  the  command  given  to  gen.  Smallwood. 

Early  in  September  col.  Clark  coUefted  a  number  of 
Americans,  and  marched  through  the  upper  parts  of 
South  Carolina  on  his  way  to  Georgia.  A  few  joined 
him  in  Ninety  Six,  but  the  more  prudent  difcouragcd 
him  from  his  ill-timed  enterprife.  He  however  profe- 
cuted  his  defign ;  and  by  the  14th  arrived  at  Augufla 
•with  about  500  men.  He  foon  engaged  lieut.  col.  Brown 
the  commandant ;  who  with  his  fmall  garrifbn  and  a 
few  Indians,  defended  himfelf  bravely,  till  he  got  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Garden  hill :  then  the  aftion  became  warm 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the .  Americans 
gave  way,  on  which  he  took  poft  at  the  houfes.  At  one 
the  next  day  about  50  Cherokee  Indians  fhowcd  thcm- 
felves  on  the  oppofite  hill,  and  got  into  the  garrifon; 
and  as  foon  as  they  were  furniftied  with  arms  and  am- 
munition, the  Americans'  were  difcovcred  advancing. 
A  warm  engagement  followed  foon  after,  and  continued 
till  night.  Clark  afterward  fummoncd  Brown  to  funen- 
der,  and  received  for  anfwer,  "  I  fhall  do  my  duty  as 
an  officer  by  defending  myfelf  to  the  laft  extremity." 
Brown  was  then  threatened  in  a  fecond  letter,  and  re- 
plied 
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plied  to  Clarkj  "  If  you  have  nothing  further  to  offer,  n^' 
upon  the  return  of  the  flag  hoftiUties  will  conmoience. 
afrelh."  Brown  expedted-  to  be  relieved,  which  took 
place  on  Monday  morning  the  1 8th,  by  the  arrival  •£ 
lieut,  col.  Cruger  from  Ninety  Six,  with  a  party  of  rc-^ 
gular  troops  and  militia,  on  the  oppofite-  hill.  By  the. 
time  Cruger  had  crofled  the  firft  of  his  people  over  t;hc 
river,  part  of  the  garrifon  fallied  out  upon  the  Ameri-.^ 
cans,  and  brought  in  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  fome 
prifoners,  one  of  whom  (Henry  Dukes)  was  inftantly^ 
hanged.  Brown  was  wounded  in  both  thighs  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  a&ion.  The  lofs  was  conCderablc  oa 
the  fide  of  the  royalifts ;  though  mbre  fo  on  that  of  the 
Americans.  When  the  laft  had  left  Augufta,  the  inha- 
bitants who  had  joined  Clark,  or  were  fuppofed  to  favor 
his  defign,  were  treated  with  the  utmoft  leverity  (Browit 
hanged  about  thirty)  which  has,  greatly  difgufted,  and 
prepared  the  minds  of  the  people  for  a  determined 
revolt.  . 

In  confequence  of  meafures  taken  by  the  gav?rnor  and 
aflembly  of  North  Carolina,  a  fmall  quantity  ofclothing 
was  obtained  ;  and  in  a  few  days  four  companies  of  light 
infantry  were  equipped  and  felefted  from  the  line.  The 
remains  of  the  firft  and  third  regiments  of  cavalry  came 
to  camp  the  2d  of  Odober,  commanded  by  lieut.  cols.  ^^ 
Wafhington  and  White.  On  the  fame. day  col.  Mor- 
gan, who  had  been  but  a  few  days  anived,  was  invefted 
with  the  command  of  the  light  troops,  confifting  of  the 
cavalry  under  Wafhington,  four  companies  of  regular- 
infantry  under  Howard,  and  a  fmall  body  of  riflemen  . 
from  Virginia.  Morgan  had  orders  to  march  immedi- 
ately toward  SaliflDUiy,   and  ad   in   concert  with  the 

militia 
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»7^o-  militia  of  North  Carolina,   whom  the  legiflacure  had 
fubjefled  to  the  command  of  gen.  Smallwood* 

While  lord  Cornwallis  was  reftrained  from  a£Hve  opc- 
r^tflEms,   by  the  exceflive  heats  and  unhealthy  feafon 
which  followed  his  viftory  at  Camden,  major  Fergufon, 
of  the  7 1  ft  Britifti  regiment,    undertook  perfbnally  to 
vifit  the  fetdements  of  the  difafFedted  to  the  American 
caufe,  and  to  train  their  young  men  for  fervice  in  the 
field.     With  thefe,  at  a  proper  feafon,  he  was  to  join  his 
lordfhip,   who  advanced  with  his  army  from  Camden 
to  Waxhaws  about  the  8  th  of  September*     Fergufon 
having  collefted  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  prind- 
pally  from  new  raifed  corps,  was  detached  by  way  of 
Burke's  court-houfe  to  manoeuvre  throu^  the  northern 
parts  of  South  Carolina,    and  to  join   Cornwallis  at 
Charlotte,   of  which  place  his  lordfhip  took  pofiefEon 
on  the   26th  of   September;   but  not  without  being 
oppofed  on  his  route  by  the  North  and  South  Carolina 
militia.     Major  Davie  alfo,  with  his  volunteer  corps  of 
horfe,  which  ferved  the  militia  as  a  van  guard,  contri- 
buted confiderably  to  annoy  him  and  infult  his  power. 
Fergufon  extended  his  route  into  Tryon  county  in  North 
Carolina,    and  by  proclamation   and  threats   induced 
many  to  join  him.     He  had  under  him  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  thofe  licentious  people,  who,  having  cd- 
leded  from  all  parts  of  America  into  thefe  remote  coun- 
tries, were  willing  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  pre- 
vailing confufion  to  carry  on  their  ufual  depredations. 
As  they  marched,  they  plundered  the  whig  inhabitants. 
Violences   of   this  kind  frequendy  repeated,    induced 
many  perfons  to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  fiying  be- 
yond the  mountains.    By  fuch  lively  reprefentations  of 

their 
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their  fufferings,  as  the  diftreffcd  are  alway  ready  to^7^^» 
give,  they  added  to  that  alarm  and  terror,  which  the 
total  rout  of  Gates's  army  had  fpread  through  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  people  conceive 
that  their  fecurity  depended  upon  their  taking  arms,  and 
keeping  the  ^ar  as  far  from  home  as  poflTible.  Fergufbn 
was  tempted  to  ftay  near  to  the  weftem  mountains  longer 
than  neceffary,  under  the  hope  of  cutting  off  Clark  in 
his  retreat  from  Georgia.  This  delay  gave  an  oppor-^ 
tunity  for  the  junftion  of  feveral  corps  of  militia,  which 
proved  his  ruin.  Col.  Williams  of  Ninety  Six  purfued 
him  with  450  horfe.  The  inhabitants  about  the  weftern 
waters  (north  of  North  Carolina  and  weft  of  the  Allegha- 
ney  and  Virginia)  voluntarily  muftered  under  then: 
refpeftive  colonels  in  the  different  quarters  where  they 
lived.  Being  all  mounted,  and  unencumbered  with 
baggage,  their  motions  were  rapid.  Each  man  fet  out 
with  his  blanket,  knapfack  and  gun,  in  queft  of  major 
Fergufon,  in  the  fame  manner  he  was  ufed  to  purfue 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  foreft.  At  night  the  earth  afforded 
them  a  bed,  and  the  heavens  a  covering:  the  running 
ilream  quenched  their  thirft,  while  a  few  cattle  driven 
in  their  rear,  together  with  the  fupplies  acquired  by  their 
guns,  fecured  them  provifion.  They  were  under  the 
command  of  colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelby  and 
Sevier.  The  firft  junftion  of  thefe  mountaineers  wat 
accidental.  Williams  was  informed,  on  the  2d  of  Ofto*- 
ber,  by  one  exprefs  from  Shelby,  that  1500  were  upon 
their  march,  and  by  another  from  Cleveland,  that  he 
was  within  ten  miles  with  800  mep.  When  they  had 
all  joined  near  Gilbert^tpwn,  they  amounted  to  near 
3000.    They  foon  found.  out-Fergufpn's  encampoient^ 

This    ' 
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1780.  This  was  on  an  eminence  of  a  circular  bafe^  known  by 
the  name  of  King's  Mountain,  fituated  near  the  con- 
fines of  North  and  South  Carolina.  It  being  appt- 
hendcd,  that  Fergnfon  was  haftening  his  march  down ! 
the  country  to  join  Cornwallis,  the  Americans  felcftcd 
nine  hundred  and  ten  of  their  beft  men,  and  mounted' 
them  on  their  fleeteft  horfes.     With  this   force  thcr 

• 

oa.  came  up  with  Fergufon  on  the  7th  of  Oftober.  Some 
7*  difpute  had  arifen  about  the  right  of  command ;  but  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  be  given  to  Campbell.  The  cn- 
terprife  however  was  conducted  without  regular  military 
fiibordination,  under  the  direftion  of  Campbell,  Cleve- 
land, Shelby,  Sevier  and  Williams,  each  of  whom  rc- 
Ipeftively  led  on  his  own  men.  As  they  approached 
the  royal  encampment,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  thdr 
force.  Some  afcended  tlie  mowitain,  while  others  iraic 
round  its  bafe  in  oppofite  direftions.  Cleveland,  in  his 
progrefs  round  witli  one  of  the  detachments,  difcovered 
an  advf.nced  picquet  of  the  royal  troops.  On  thisoc-' 
cafion  he  addreflTed  his  men  in  the  following  language— 
^*  My  brave  fdlov:s,  we  have  beat  the  tories,  and  ^ 
can  beat  them.  They  are  all  cowards.  If  they  had 
the  fpirit  of  men,  they  would  join  with  their  jfellow 
citizens,  in  fupporting  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try. When  engaged,  you  are  not  to  wait  for  the  word 
df  command  from  me.  I  will  (how  you  by  my  exam- 
ple how  to  fight.  I  can  undertake  no  more.  Every 
man  muft  confider  himfelf  as  m  officer,  and  BiGt  fixwn 
his  own  judgment.  Fire  as  quick  aS  you  can,  and  ftand 
your  ground  as  long  as  you  can.  When  you  catKdo 
no  better,  get  behind  trees  or  retreat  5  but  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  run  quite  off.    If  we  are  repulfed,  let  us  tmkc 

a  point 
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-    it  point  to  return  and  renew  the  fight.  Perhaps  you  may  ^7^ 
.    have  better  luck  in  the  fecond  attempt  than  the  firft. 
If  any  of  you  are  afraid,  fuch  have  leave  to  retire,  and 
.    they  arc  requefied  imniediately  to  take  themfelves  off." 
The  firing  commenced  about  four  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing.    The  picquet  gave  way,  and  were  purfued  as  they 
retired  up  the  mountain  to  the  main  body.     Fcrgufon, 
with  the  greateft  bravery,  ordered  his  men  to  charge. 
^   The  Americans  retired  from  the  approaching  bayonrt. 
.   Soon  after  thefe  had  retreated^  Shelby  with  the  other 
detachment,  having  completed  the  defigned  circuit,  op- 
portunely arrived,  and  from  an  unexpefted  quarter  pour- 
:   cd  in  a  well  dircfted  fire.     Fergufon  defifted  from  tht 
purfuit,  and  engaged  his  new  adverfaries*     The  Bridfh 
■    ^ayonet  was  again  fuccefsful,  and  caufed  them  alio  to 
"   fall  back.    By  this  time  the  party  commanded  by  Camp- 
^    bell  had  afcended  the  mountain,  and  renewed  the  attack 
from  that  eminence*     Fergufon  prefented  a  new  fronts 
and  was  again  fuccefsful ;  but  all  his  exertions  were  un- 
availing.    At  this  moment  Cleveland's  men,    having 
been  rallied,  renewed  their  fire.     As  often  as  one  of  the 
American  parties  was  driven  back,  another  returned  to  • 
its  ftation.    Fergufon's  unconquerable  Ipirit  refufed  to 
furrender.     However,  after  having  repulfed  a  fucceflion- 
of  adverfaries,  pouring  in  their  fire  from  new  directions, 
this  officer  received  a  mortal  wound.     No  chahCe  of 
efcape  being  left,  and  all  profpeft  of  fuccefsful  refifU- 
ance  being  at  an  end,   the  fecond  in  command  fued 
for  quarters.      The  bloody  conflift  continued  forty- 
feven  minutes.     The  brave  major,  with  1 50  of  his  men, . 
fell  in  the  aftionj  810  including  regulars,  were 'mtcje 
prifoners,  150  of  whom  were  wounded  i  the  remainder 
Vol.  III.  H  h  ^bout 


4^  TPf  nr»?t*Y   OF    Tir« 

f  aS<?.  about  440  Reaped.    The  vhelfi  nufii^bor  qi  &rki£h  «- 

gulars  w^  (hqrt  of  %  hapcjr^.  TIm  ^OMrrH^w  took 
1500  ftan4  of  arqfis.  Theic  Ic^  of  vcs^Vk  lu%d  ia  the 
field  was  only  about  tN^ent^i;.  b\M;  d]^;  ii^  a  g^oas  oitoj 
,  pounded.  T^ai:  di(lipgqi&^4  mUia4  eSb«er«  ndbo  bl 
heen  rep^atedlx  n^eatiOQedi  col-  WiUiWMyi  lyv.  aoFt% 
i^ou^doi. 

M^qr  Fergufon  was  Qvetieen  m  nakiog  Bq|  ftaod  ob 
tht;  mountain^  which  being^  much  cawnsd  *witk  voodv 
gav^  the  miUtia  who  wc;re  all  ndeoiefiy^the  OfipiOKtm^ 
of  approdcbiQg  near  with  grcatfir  ^^tf  ttt  .themfBiok 
than  if  they  had  been  tipon  ^ain  ^sep  gEowi^  Thq 
ififtjor  howevei^  might  hava  madt  fjooA.  hi&  r«Cfi^  'i 
90t  with  the  whok,  at  leail  wtttit  a  gr^af  jpartoCfcii 
Qieo>  had  he  purfued.  his  (narck  immee^selgfr  tipoa  Ui 
thar^ng  and  driving  the  ficflt  detAckmebt  t  fop  tkou^ 
t^e  militia  acted  with  ^irit  ^  tmdifiripliacd  firodpsi  it 
was  with  difficulty  that;  they  coukl  be  pfcvailrd:  upOB  t» 
renew  their  attack^  after  bein^  charged  wkk  t^biqfonflt 
They  kept  aloof^  and  continued  popping.:  then  ^^lim) 
found,  and  crept  nearer^  tiH  at  It ^gofa;  tbej  .ksdUod  tbe 
5(iajor  with  one  of  their  fhot- 

Ten  of  the  men  ij$ho  had  furrendtre^  irtire  ^^ng^  bf 
|he  conquerors.  CoL  Cleveland  had  tufy  givttn  oat, 
that  if  he  caught  certain  perfons^  i|)ifii  fta^  los&atttl  tkic 
lives  by  the  lavvs  of  the  land,  he  .woi;)ld  civciM  Aem. 
Among  thpfe  whom  he  doomed  ta  ^x^G^fic^  iMS  a  m^. 
litia  ofScer,  who  had  taken  a  Briiafli  conjn^ifljj^l^^  j|iQiig)i 
be  had  before  been  in  the  fervke  of  thje^ftatc^-  .  Tke.Bs^ 
tilhr  officers  finding  what  w^  %q  be  tbc  fate.fifi  the  par^ 
«y,  would  have  remonfb-ated.  The.  coloaiDi  cue  .tfaeat 
fiiort  with— ^^  Gentlemen,  you  ^e  SritUk  Qfi]|3Qir  as^ 
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fliall  be  treated  accordingly  :  therefore  give  your  paroles,  jt**^- 
^  and  march  off  innmediately :  the  other  perfon  i$  a  fub* 

•  jeft  of  the  ftate."     The  fpiritfed  mountaineer^  having  I 
demolifhed  their  enemy  returned  home. 

*"      Lord  CornwalHs  was  fo  confident  of  the  fuccefs  of  hisf 

^'  fchemes,  that  he  did  not  wait  the  arrival  of  majob  Fei*- 

gufon  at  Charlotte ;  but  advanced  toward  Salifbury^  andr 

*'  obliged  the  militia  for  fecurity  to  crofs  the  Yadkin  and 

*  take  poft  on  its  north  bank :  he  was  deliberate  howevef 
1?  in  his  march.     He  halted  fhort  of  Salisbury;  and  upott  I 
"*  hearing  of  major  Fergulbn's  fate,  faced  -about  and  re-  j 

^  turned  to  Charlotte.     About  thfe  14th,  he  retreated  toP^» 
Wynfborough.     This  was  the  more  needfulj  as  major 
Davie's  corps  being  greatly  increafed,  frequently  inter- 

^  cepted  his  lordlhip's  foraging  parties  and  convoys.  Rifl©^ 
men  alfo  often  penetrated  near  his  camp,  and  from  be* 
hind  trees  took  ^are  to  make  lure  of  their  objedt.  Thui 
the  late  conquerors  found  their  fituatiori  very  uneafy> 
being  expofed  to  unfccn  danger  if  they  attempted  ro 
make  an  excurfion  of  only  a  few  hundred  yards  froqil 
their  encampment.  As  his  lordfhip  retiredjthe  militia  took 
feveral  waggons^  loaded  with  ftores  and  the  kn^pfacks.  of 
the  light  infantry  and  legion  j  and  linglc  men  repeatedly 
rode  up  within  gun  fhot  of  his  army>  dilcharged-  their 
pieces,  and  made  their  efcape; 

On  the  loth  of  Noveniberi  lord  Cornwallis  wrote  to 
gen.  Smallwood*— "  I  muft  now  obferve,  that  the  cru^ 
eky  ejwcrcifed  on  the  prifoiiiCTS  taken  urtdcr  major  Fexi- 
gufon  is  Ihocking  to  hunrtamty ;  and  the  hatiging  poor 
okj  col.  Mills,  who  was  atet^d  a  fair,  aad  open  encnay  ■ 
to  your  caule,  was  an  a4t  of  <he  ittafl:  fiwmge  barbarity.    ; 

it  has  alfo  beefi  fii^poti|^(£  to; 'fn4>  <^  of  ' 

H  h  a^  coJL  ' 
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'7^»<:ol.  Gray's  militia,  who  was  taken  near  the  Peedcc,  val 
I     lately  put  to  death  without  any  crime  being  laid  to  his 
I     charge*    From  the  charafter  which  I  have  heard  of  yoU| 
I      Sir,   I  carlnot  fuppofe  that  you  can  approve  of  thde  [ 
moft  cruel  murders :  but  I  hope  you  will  lee  the  ncccf- 
fity  of  interpofing  your  authority  to  ftop  this  bloody  fceoc, 
which  muit  oblige  me  in  juftice  to  the  fliQering  loyaMs,  I 
to  retaliate  on  the  unfortunate  perfons  now  in  ftry  poivcr.  [ 
-"--I  am  not  confcious,  that  any  peribns  have  faithoiD 
been  executed  by  us,  unlefs  for  bearing  armsj  after  ha?- 
ing  given  a  military  parole  to  remain  quietly  at  hoBt\ 
or  for  enrolling  themfelves  voluntarily  in  our  miUtb, 
receiving  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  king's  flofCi 
and  taking  the  firft  opportunity  of  joining  our  enemies. 
Zl  he  only  perfons  who  were  hanged  at  Camden»  after 
the  adtions  of  the  i6th  and  i8th,  except  ibme  deiertas 
from  our  army,  were  two  or  three  of  the  latter  dcfcrip- 
tton,  who  were  picked  out  from  about  thirty^  convided 
of  the  like  offence,  on  account  of  ibme  particular  ag* 
gravating  ciroimftances  which  attended    their  cafe." 
Notwithftanding  it  was  manifeft,  that  there  was  a  pow^ 
erful  party  in  the  Hate,  which  was  determined  to  oppoie 
the  eftablifhing  of  royal  government  5  yet  co  convince 
the  inhabitants,  that  the  Britifti  were  ferioufly  jclblvcd 
to  remove  from  the  country  all  who  xefufoi  to  become 
fubjcfts,  %  further  number  of  twenty-two  citizens^  who 
.ftill  nttMticd  prifoners  on  parole,  was  (hipped  off  about 
the  i6fh  of  November  for  St.  Auguftine,  to  whom  were 
adddd  gen.  Rutherford  and  coK  Ifaacs  of  North  Caro- 
lio^t  who  were  taken  .near  Camdeii  in  Auguft.     Thele 
wefc  treated  wth  more  poUtenefs  than  the  firft  &t^   The 
ohly  charge  ^hiblted  AgainD:  thenii  as.  the  «eafiA  «f 
5  -  dicir 
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^  their  exile  was,  that  *'  they  difcovered  no  difpofitioir  to '7^^ 
«2  return  to  their  allegiance,  and  would,  if  in  their  power, 
K  overturn  the  Britifli  government." 

t  .     General  Gates  wrote  to  the  prefident  of  congrefs--*  0£U 
2  *^  The  enemy  have,  fo  far,  the  worft  of  the  campaigni   *^^ 
K   having  loft  confiderably  more  men,  officers  and  arms;, 
ji   than  your  army  i  and  even  loft  ground,  as  they  had  fe- 
J   veral  pofts  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign  on  Pee- 
i   dee,  all  which  arc  now  evacuatjcd,"     Gen.  Smallwood 
i    having  left  Hillft)Qrough  to  take  the  command  at  Sa.»- 
I    lift^ury,  the  Command  of  the  brigade  at  the  firft  place 
1    devolved  on  col.  Williams ;   officers  and  foldiers  were 
1    impatient  for  taking  the  field :  every  exertion  was  ufed  ^ 
:    and  the  clothing  being  wrought  up,  old  fuits  mended^ 
and  the  blankets  proportionably  diftributed,  report  there- 
of was  made  to  head  quarters  i  when  the  general  gave 
orders  for  the  brigade  to  march  on  the  ad  of  Novem-^  jntot^ 
ber,  with  all  the  artillery,  ammunition  and  baggage  un-     *' 
der  the  command  of  col.  Otho  H.  Williams.     On  the 
8  th  the  troops  reached  Salifburyi  having  marched  iqo  . 
miles  in  lefs  than  eight  days,  upon  three  pounds:  and  a 
half  of  Indian  meal  per  man  and  fome  beef.     Having 
no  tents,  they  were  fortunate  in  a  fucceffion  of  fine  days, 
till  the  fourth  after  their  arrival.     Gates  had  now  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  repair  the  iryuries  of  his  de-^ 
feat  j  and  was  endeavouring  to  recover  as  much  terri-- 
tory  to  the  United  States,  as  the  circumftances  of  the  \ 
war  in  the  fouthern  department  would  admit  of,  whea 
he  received  advice  from  fome  of  his  friends,  but  from 
no  one  officially,  that  congrefs  had  appointed  an  officer 
to  fuperfede  him,  and  hs^d  ordered  a  court  of  inquiry  ta  1 
Ije  held  on  his  condpfty.  He  ha4  eyca  a  .very  poUtc^ 

H  h  3  friend.^ 
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1780.  friendly  letter  from  the  prcfidcrit  tf  later  date  tkni 
which  brought  the  information.  This  treatmcn 
cpngrefs  was  neither  liberal,  nor  candid*  And  ycti 
as  it  feenn.ed  to  be,  both  in  the  manner  and  nm 
was  not  the  moft  painful  ftroke  that  the  unfortuna) 
pcral  had  to  fufFer  at  that  period.  His  friends  hac 
■tioufty  kept  from  him  for  fome  rime  the  knowlcc 
the  death  of  his  fon— an  only  child,  an  anniabie 
of  about  nineteen,  whofe  natural  genius,  innprov 
education,  promifed  fervice  to  his  country  and  ho 
iiis  family.  Amid  the  general's  other  trials,  this 
Suddenly  upon  him.  He  bore  all  with  a  firmhc 
would  refleft  credit  on  the  moft  phiiofophic  imiK 
iiotwithttanding  the  indelicacy  with  which  he  t! 
:himfclf  treated,  he  continued  to  do  all  he  could  t 
mote  the  intercft  of  the  caufe  in  which  he  was  cr 
He  remained  at  Hillfborough  a  day  or  two,  to{ 
account  of  the  meafures  he  had  taken  and  was  2I 
tikcy  to  retrieve  the  loft  country  5  then  went  on 
II J  camp  at  Salilbury,  where  he  arrived  'on  the  iit 
about  1 30  dragoons ;  and  hard  the  plealure  of  h 
within  four  days  of  gen.  Sumptcr*s  fuccefs. 

Sumpter,  after  the  difpcrfion  of  his  force  on  tfe 
of  Auguft,  coUefted  a  corps  of  volunteers,  and  n 
fodi  Qccafional  i^nforcemcnts,  as  enabled  hioi  « 
the  field,  though  riiere  was  no  continental  army  in 
Carolina  for  thre^  months.  He  varied  his  politio 
time  to  time,  and  had  frequent  (kirtnifhe^  with  1 
Ttrfarres.  Having  mounted  hilB  followers,  he  i 
the  Britifh,  beat  up  their  quarters,  interceptec 
convoys,  and  fo  harafled  thiem  with  fiicceflive  a 
that  their  movements  could  ^ot  be  m$idt  but  wki 


\  ahd  difficulty.     Ofl  thfc  nth  he  '^a*  aitdcke^  at?f^ 
i::j3ad  river  by  mtqot  W^yths,  coffimaftdlhg  a  eorps  of  i  * 


^rantry  and  dmgodni.    M  this  ai^on  the  Britifli  were 
^ibated^  and  the  itiajcr  cdccn  jiiifoner,  hating  hM  hii 
-^^gh  broken.     Though  he  had  ddib^ratdly  h«lig  Mlv  . 
^^  i:ura£k  in  CberaW  diftriStj  and  had  in  his  pocket  ^  m^ 
k-Deiorandum  of  iev^iij  houfes  burned  by  his  ^omnmandy 
Tfis^t  he  received  ev^ery  indulgei«:e  from  hi*  eoriqutrors., 
E£3^jen.  Sumffter  was  ^Ga'WA^d  ^taitfc^d  ©fi  chc  aoth  by  ,©, 
25:  H cut,  coL  Tsbrleton*     Sutn]^inif  bfeing  ippf iiied  ©f  Tarle-  1 
5.  fHon's  appr6ach^  poffel&d  himfelf  of  a  ftfong  peft  ojl 
g:.®iack  Stocks  hiU^  clofe  tx>  Tyger  ritzier*     Tarfetmi  with;* 
n<JUt  waiting  for  the  r^  of  his  d^tachnh^JW,  diredbed  il 
^  precipitate  Attack  wids  270  dragoons  ar^  to  m^  ojTthtf    1 
gs  ^ 3d  regiment,  to  thAt  part  of  the  hill  #hbh  W^S  nearly     1 
jj  pcrpendicul;ar,  with  ft  fmall-  rivol^>  b«j(h  wood,  aiM  4     • 
M   railed  fence  ih  frorits    A -eotifldiM-Abte  di^ififeti- ftf  Surti^^ 
5j    ter's  force  hid  bi^en  fhr^Wfl  iiilo  &  laTgfe  Idg  bam,  from      \ 
which  Ae  fth^A  fifed  ^iA  feetokyj  As  lh«  ^ertUres  be*      I 
tween  the  log^  ktp^  ^m  for  Iwp  bcrler^    Britilh  Va*-      | 
lor  was  oonfpicuous  up&n  this  ccc^Goh  -,  but  no  Valor      ' 
•could  fiH-motmt  the  mbSiackk  icd  ds&d<firitc^es   th^t      j 
here  ftood  in  its  way*     Thri  63d  was  imigWy  handled  i      \ 
the  commanding  oflieer,  wb  others^  '^wtb  6iie  third  of     I 
ttieir  privates  fell.     TArtetbn  oWerviug  thQii^  fuuationi 
charged  with  his  cavalry  i-UftAJe  tb  4idodg^  the  enemy 
either  from  the  log  bistn  « the  h^ig^  on  his  kft,  he  wak 
obliged  to  fall  baek>    Litufe  Skinner,  atf«thed  to  th« 
cavalry,  covered  the  retteat  ^  the  63d,     In*  this  hAin*. 
ner  did  the  whole  ptart^  conqnue  to  peti^  (till  they 
formed  a  jundion  with  tjaeir  infantry,  who  were  advanc- 
ing to  fuftain  them)  leaving  Sumpter  in  quiet  jyoffeffioil 

H  h  4  of 
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iT^o-of  Ac  field,  The  general  occupied  the  hill  for  fcvol  <0^' 
hours ;  but  having  received  a  bad  wound,  and  knowiol  ^^ 
that  the  Britifh  would  be  reinforced  the  next  mornioa  V^ 
he  thought  it  hazardous  to  wait.  He  accordingly  v\ 
tired,  wd  taking  his  wounded  men  with  .him,  croffil  to 
the  Tyger.  His  lofs  was  very  fmalL  The  wounded  Jk  ^ 
the  Britifh  detachment  were  left  to  his.  mercy.  Tm  i^ 
ftrifteft  humanity  was  exercifed  toward  them^  and  then  ^ 
were  fupplied  with  every  comfort  in  his  power  *•         I     ' 

General  Gates  moved  his  head  quarters  to  Charlotte;! 
gen,  Smallwood  with  the  militia,  encamped  below  at  I 
Providence  on  the  way  to  Camden  ^  and  the  light  troops  i 
un^er  Morgan  (raifed  by  congrefs  the  13th  of  0£ix)bes  i 
to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general,  upon  the  repeated  I 
recommendation  of  Gates)  were  further  advanced  on  \ 
thaft  route.     Gates  ordered  huts  to  be  built  in  regular  I 
encampment,,  apprehending  that  the  winter  would  be;  1 
too  fevere  a  feafon  for  military  operations  in  duit  lati? 
tude,    Such  was  th^  fituation  of  the  Ibudiem  army 
Dec,  when  gen.  Greene  arrived  ^t  Charlotte  the   ad  of  Dc-r 
^*      cember  i  and  delivered  to  Gates  the  Jb^  official  inCbr-r 
mation  of  his  removal  from  the  conunand— in  &  im* 
ceremonious  a  manner  was  he  treated !     The  army  was 
Surrendered  into  Greene's  hands  agreeable  to  t;he  orders 
1    of  congrefs,   in  the  foUowing  term^  the   next  day-r 
^^  Head  Quarters,  Charlotte,  3d  Dec,  i78o«     Parole 
Springfield-rrCounter-fign    Greene.     The    hon<»:abte 
major  general  Greene,  who  arrived  yefterday  afternoon 
in  Charlotte,  being  appointed  by  his  excellency  general 
Wafhington,   with  the  approbation  of  the  honorable 

^  See  lieutenant  Mackenzie'^  SuiAores  on  licut^  col^  Tuktonl^ 
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'r^ongrefs,  to  the  command  of  the  Ibuthem  army,  dX\^l^^ 
» 

'QJ^rders  will  for  the  future  ifliie  from  him,  and  all  reports 
^JoiiVe  to  be  made  to  him/*  . 

^      ^'  General  Gate§  returns  his  fincere  and  grateful  thank$    , 
<^to  the  fouthern  army  for  their  perfeverance,  fortitude, 
^  and  patient  endurance  of  all  the  hardfhips  and  fufferings 
they  have  undergone  while  under  his  command*     He 
^  anxioufly  hopes  their  misfbrtimes  will  ceafe  therewith ; 
•    and  that  viftory  and  the  glorious  advantages  attending 
fi  it,  may  be  the  future  portion  of  the  fouthern  army." 
F        Gen.  Greene,  on  the  4th  of  December,  dignified  his    ^ 
general  orders  with  thi?  graceful  expreflion— "  General 
Greene  returns  his  thanks  to  the  honorable  major  gene- 
ral Gates  for  the  polite  manner  in  which  he  has  intrd-i 
4uced  him  to  his  command  in  the  orders  of  yefterday^ 
and  for  his  good  wifhes  for  the  fticcefs  of  the  fouftera 
army.'*    The  manly  refignation  of  Gates  on  the  one 
part,  and  the  delicate  difintereftednefs  of  Greene  on  the 
other,   prevented  the  embarrafliDents  naturally  to  be 
apprehended  on  fuch  an  occafion.    The  latter  approved 
and  perpetuated  the  (landing  orders  of  the  former,  and 
treated  him  with  that  candid  relped  which  teftified  his 
remembrance  of  the  paft  fervices  of  that  officer. 

A  few  hours  after  Greene  took  the  command  of  the 
army,  a  report  was  made  to  Gates  of  a  foraging  by 
the  light  troops  under  Morgj^i  toward  Camden.  After 
coUefting  what  the  enemy  had  fpared  for  further  occa- 
fions  in  the  vicinity  of  Clermont,  that  poft  was  recon- 
noitred by  the  cavalry  only.  Lieut,  col.  Wafhington 
faw  that  it  was  fortified  by  a  btockhoufe  impenetrable  to 
fmall  arms,  and  encompaiTed  by^an  abbatis.  Its  vici- 
f^tv  to  Camckn^  fkoxa  whence  j|t  might  be  ibeedily  fuc^ 
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I'j^cji  coiircd>  rendered  a  ficge  ineligible,  Rec6urlc  wis  had 
I  to  ftratagem.  He  advanced  his  cayalry  in  foch  s  direc- 
{  tion  as  to  Ihow  his  front  without  difcovering  hb  rear  j 
and  difinounting  fomc  of  his  men,  planted  the  tnihk 
cf  a  pine  tree  upon  fomc  of  its  branches  fo  pbiacedly 
like-  a  field  piece,  that  it  adhialiy  intimidated  the-  gatri* 
fon,  A  corporal  of  dragoons  was  ordered  to  ride  rtp, 
and  fummon  the  commanding  officer,  lieut.  cbL  Rt^-^ 
ley,  to  furrender.  The  lucky  moment  was  feixed  6n, 
and  the  ordtr  obeyed  mth  confidence.  The  fforiCon 
©f  upward  ^f  one  hundred  oi&cers  and  foldtci^,  faitdn- 
^red  at  difcretion  without  a  fhot,.  and  the  i^Torks  were 
demoliflied.  This  favorable  incident;  in  die  jun&urc 
of  affairs  then  exifting,  through  the  little  fuperflttioli  ta 
wliich  every  man  is  fubjeft,  was  viewed  fey  thd  jarmy 
as  an  omen  of  fuccefs  under  the  nc^  comoiaadfen.  . 

it  was  on  the  5th  of  Oftober,  that  congreis  rt&lrcd 
diat  the  commander  in  chief  order  a  court  of  inqaiiy 
to  be  held  on  the  conduft  of  gen^  Gates*r^<thongh  un^ 
accoftd  of  any  military  crime.  This  refidvt  was 
grounded  on  a  former  refolvc,  that  whoever  ha&  a  poft 
fcould  be  liibjeft  •  ta  a  court  of  inquiry.  Had  that  rc^ 
folve  been,  that  fevcry  commanding  officer  )bv6o  docs 
liot  beat  the  enemy,  ftiaU  be  recalled  and  fUbj^ded  to 
a  court  of  inquiry,  whether  6r  no  any  crime  be  l^id  ta 
his  charge.  Gates  might  have  fubmitt^d  to  his  £d£  with 
as  much  patience,  as  officers  who  furrender  a  fort  or  lofe 
a  fhip.  But  he  had  reafon  to  complain,  that  coiigFefS| 
by  their  fpccial  refoive  of  the  5th,  itoomcd  hirrt  tb  tsem- 
porary  difcfteem  and  lofs  of  porifticnce.  Gen.  Wafli- 
ington  was  ordered  to  appoim  another  officer,  to  xht 
command  of  die  fouthern  army.    Qjx  the  6{h  he  re^ 
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ccived  a  line  from  a  South  Carolina  delegate,  acquaint-  .JT#% 
ing  him,  that  he  was  muthorized  by  the  delegates*  of  tha 
riiree  fouthern  ftacfes  to  x:ommunkate  to  his  excelteAcy 
their  wifli  that  gen.  Greene  might  be  the  peribn.  Hk 
was  fixed  upon  5  not  from  riie  influence  of  thfeir  wiflij 
but  from  the  opkiion  the  coranunder  m  'chief  enteN 
tained  of  him,  as  being  the  mod  fuited  to  the  fervice  j 
•when  reported  to  congrefs  ht  was  approved  of  by  theiti 
x>n  the  30th.  Greene)  before  he  fet  out,  eipftOfed  Ml 
difapprobation  of  thftr  paffing  cenfure  upon  Gates-  hf 
removing  him,  as  what  tended  to  -take  away  an  officer'^ 
charafter  j  v/hich  injury  could  not  be  repaired,  even  bf 
en  acquittal  after  examination.  He  added  4h  tht  gqa* 
verfation  with  a  brother  gettferai-^^*  I  (hmiki  be  v^ 
well  fatisfied  t  fet^e  under  Gates."  Ht  'Avlty  ^gheA 
all  the  circumftances  attending  Gale6^s  jBtuationj  ahd 
formed  an  opinion  verycttflferent  from  that  which  Occ«t-£ 
fioned  his  recall;  and  as  he  travelle4  Olti  to  HllUbori[>ugh/ 
generoufly  rfeprefent^  *h€  faa^c  afld  the  reafofts  for  St, 
to  thofe  perfofts  he  fell  into  GompiSHhy  With,  Who  wet« 
blindly  led  away,  by  having  only  confidlfred  eVeftfcj. 
Greene  found  tfee  country  trough  which  ht  ptLffcd^  fo 
fully  difaffefted  to  the  American  teterefts  and  in  favoi* 
ef  the  Britiib,  that  he  was  not  without  apprehenfibn  for 
his  perf()nal  fafety,  ere  he  could 'join  the  army.  'Herfe 
we  take  our  leave  bf  him  foi-  the  prefent,  and  proceed 
to  mention  fome  of  the  proceedings  and  afts  of  con- 
grefs. 

You  have  nf>etwith  various  charges  againft  Dr.  Ship- 
pen-^p.  70.  When  congrefs  had  the  lafl:  year  exprefled 
their  fatisfaftion  with  Dr.  Morgan's  conduft,  the  laft 
ch.'irged  the  former  with  matpraftices  and  mifconduft 

in 
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f78o»in  office.  The  charges  were  tranfmittcd  to  the  tom^ 
mander  in  chief;  and  a  court  martial  cnfiicd*  When 
the  proceedings  of  the  latter  were  before  corigriefs  in 
Auguft,  a  motion  was  made  to  infcrt  after  W.  Sbippen, 
thefe  words—"  Excepting  that  part  of  the  fecond  charge 
relating  to  his  fpeculating  in  hofpital  itores^  on  which 
the  court  judge  him  highly  reprehenfible"— it  was  re- 
jefted  i  and  it  was  refolved— «  That  the  court  martial 
having  acquitted  the  faid  Dr.  Shippen>  ordered  that  he 
be  difcharged  from,  arreft."  The  day  after  that  extra-^ 
ordinary  refblve  refpeding  gen.  Gates,  they  re-elcftcd 
the  doftor  direftor  general  of  the  hofpitaL  Qa  the  6th 
of  September  they  recommended  to  the  fevcral  ftates 
claiming  the  weftcm  country,  to  pafs  fuch  laws,  and 
give  their  delegates  fuch  powers  as  might  cffeftually  rt^ 
move  the  only  obilacle  to  a  final  ratification  of  the  ard-^ 
cles  of  confederation ;  and  then  refolved^  **  that  the 
legiflature  of  Maryland  be  earneftly  requeflEed  to  autho- 
rize their  delegates  in  congrefs  to  fubfcribe  the  articles.** 
In  the  beginning  of  Oftober  they  refolved,  "  that  the 
unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  be  difpofed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  fettled  and  formed  into  diflin<5); 
republican  ftates."  About  the  fame  time  they  pub- 
Ufhed,  that  the  1 1  th  and  1 2th  articles  of  the  tKaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  France  were  expunged  and 
fuppreffed  the  ^ft  of  September,  1778,  agreeable  to 
their  defire.  The  articles  annulled  were  as  follows— 
article  the  nth.  It  is  agreed  and  concluded,  that  there 
Ihall  never  be  any  duty  impofed  on  the  exportation  of 
the  molafles  that  may  be  taken  by  the  fu1^e£b  of  any- 
of  the  United  States,   froni  the  iflands  of  America^ 

whigH 
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^hicH  belong,  or  may  hereafter  appertain  to  his  moll  i7^^» 
chriftian  majefty: — article  the  lath.  In  compenfation  of 
the  exemption  ftipulated  by  the  preceding  article,  it  is 
agreed  and  concluded^  that  there  fhall  never  be  any 
duties  impofed  on  the  exportation  of  any  kind  of  mer- 
chandife,  which  the  fubje&s  of  his  moft  chriftian  ma- 
jefty may  take  from  the  countries  and  pofleffions,  prefent 
or  future,  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United  States,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  iflands  which  Ihall  furnilh  molaffes.  On 
the  6th  of  Oftobcr  the  prefident  wrote  a  circular  letter 
to  the  feveral  ftatcs,  in  which,  among  other  matters— 
*^  It  is  recommended  to  the  ftates,  in  die  moft  preffing 
manner,  to  have  dieir  regiments  completed,  and  in  the 
field,  by  the  firft  day  of  January  next  at  furtheft."  On 
the  i6th  congrefs  refolved  "  that  the  thanks  of  congreli 
be  given  to  brigadiers  Smallwood  and  Gift,  and  to  the 
officers  of  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  lines,  die  differ- 
ent corps  of  artillery,  coL  Porterfield's  and  major  Arm- 
ftrong's  corps  of  light  infantry,  and  col.  Armand's  ca- 
valry, for  their  bravery  and  good  conduft  dilplayed  in 
the  aftion  of  the  i6th  of  Auguft."  Thefe  thanks  were 
not  applicable  to  all  with  equal  propriety.  The  implied 
cenfure  caft  upon  Gates  in  the  formation  of  the  refblve 
and  its  total  filence  concerning  him,  was  a  ftigma  that 
he  ought  not  to  have  received,  until  he  had  been  ad- 
judged  to  have  deferved  it,  putting  all  former  fervice^ 
out  of  the  queftion.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  after 
the  difafter  near  Camden,  whenever  congrefs  publifhed 
the  fucceffes  and  various  operations  of  the  troops,  which 
he  commanded,  they  fcarcely  even  mentioned  his  name; 
whether  fuch  omiflions  were  accidental  or  intended,  his 
-chara<5ter  was  much  injured  by  them.    On  the  21ft,   - 

congrcfi 
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17S0.  congrefs  agreed,  that  the  officers  who  cdntinticd  in  the 
fcrvice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  fhould  be  erimlcd  to  hdP 
pay  during  life.  At  the  end  of  the  mdnth  baron  Steuben 
was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  fouth'em  department;  and 
major  Lee's  corps  to  proceed  innniediatcJy  to  join  th» 
ibuthern  army.  A  few  days  after  they*  promoted  thd 
major  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonek  We  now  txim 
to  view  the  fcenes  northward  of  Philadelphia. 
j^  General  Wafhington's  difficulties  continuedi  Me wroto 

2o«  from  Orange-town  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  to  Jofcph 
Reed,  efq;  whofe  name  has  fo  often  occurFed  in  difier-- 
ent  departments,  and  who  is  now  prefident'or  governor 
of  Pennfylvania — "  With  every  exertion,  I  can  fbarcely 
keep  the  army  in  this  camp,  entirely  continental^  fed 
from  day  to  day.  *Tis  mortifying,  that  we  thcHild  not 
at  this  advanced  period  of  the  campaign,  have  maga^ 
zines  of  provifion  for  even  one  half  of  the  men  necef- 
fary  for  our  intended  operations.  I  have  every  afiurance 
from  the  French  land  and  fea  commanders>  that  the 
fecond  divifion  may,  without  fome  very  unexpe6led  ac- 
cident, be  daily  expefted.  Should  we,  upon  the  arrival 
of  this  reinforcement,  be  found  (after  all  our  prdmiies 
of  a  co-operating  force)  deficient  in  men,  proiafion^ 
and  every  other  eflential,  your  excellency  can  eafily  per- 
ceive what  will  be  the  opinion  of  our  allies,  and  of  all 
the  world,  and  what  will  be  the  confequences  in  the 
deranged  diftrafted  ftate  of  our  affairs.*'     In  another  d( 

* 

the  fame  date  were  thefe  fentimerits— *^  To  me  it-  will 
appear  miraculous  if  our  affairs  can  maintain  tKemfelves 
rhuch  longer  in  their  prefent  train.  If*  either  die  ttiApef 
or  the  refources  of  the  country  will  hot  admit  of  an 
alteration,  we  may  expedl  foon  to-be  reduced  Oo  the 
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humiliating  condition  of  feeing  the  caufe  of . Anaerica  ^?8p^ 
upheld  in  America  by  foreign  arms*     It  may  eafily  be 
fhown,  that  all  the  misfortunes  we  ha>^e  met  with  in  die 
military  line  arc  to  be  attributed  to  fhort  inliftments^    A 
great  part  of  the  embarraffments  in  the  civil  flow  froca- 
the  fame  faurce.     Tb^  cfcrangement  of  our  finances  is 
eifentially  to  be  afcribed  to  it.    The.expences  of  the 
war,  and  the  paper  cnaifiions,  have  been,  greatly  multi- 
plied by  it.     We  h^ve  had  a  great  part  of  the  time  two 
fets  of  men  to  feed  and  pay,  the  difcharged  men  going 
home,  and  the  levies  coming  in.     The  difiicukies.  and 
coft  of  engaging  men  haye  increafed  at  every  fucceffive 
attempts  till  among  the  prefcnt.  levies^  we  find  there 
are  fonoe  who  have  received  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
in  fpecie  [33.I  15  s*  fterling}  fbr  five  months  fcrvice, 
while  our  officers  are  reduced  to  the  dilgnaceful  necefiity 
of  performing  the  duties  of  driU  fergeants  to  them* 
The  frequent  calls  upon  the  militia  have  alfo  interrupted 
the  cultivation  of  their  lands.;  and  of  courfe  have,  icf^ 
jfened  the  quantity  of  the  produce,  occafioned  a  fcarcity, 
and  enhanj:ed  the  prices.    In  an  army  fo  unliable  as 
ours,  order  and  cecopomy  have  been  impra<5]ticaJble.rw, 
The  difcoments  of  t-be  troops,  have  been  g4raduaUy  ma-  < 
tured  to  a  dangerous  exremicy.     Something.  fati$faclor\^\| 
muft  be  done.^  or  the  army  muft  ceafe  to  eidCb  at  tli'e 
end  of  the  campaign :  or  it  will  exhibit  an  example  o€ 
more  virtue,   fortitude,   fclf.  denial  and  perfeverancc, 
than  has  perhaps  eve*  bteix  paralleled  ui  the  hiftory  of 
humaa  entbufiafifn.*^  ,        .  ^ 

General  WafhkD^xm,  in  cosripKafiCG  vmh  a.  prior  ap-t 
pointment,  fet  c^iA  ^U;  ]»$>  &it£j»  g$^  Km^  an4<tim 

jRaarquis.  de  kfayeSflS^^  QQt  Xnssi  99»fA^^  ^QQh^^(^^)f^^ 
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1780.  and  admiral  Ternay  at  Hartford.  The  general  wtM 
the  reft  of  the  company  muftcred  up  and  borrowed  all 
the  money  they  could,  in  order  to  pay  their  expences. 
They  could  procure  no  more  than'  eight  thoufand  paper 
/  dollars.  Such  was  the  fcarcity  even  of  that  depredated 
•  commodity  at  camp.  Before  they  quitted  the  New 
York  ftate,  they  had  expended  more  than  halF  their 
ftock ;  and  were  not  a  litde  pained  with  the  idea  of  their 
being  foon  incapable  of  difchar^ng  the  landlord's  de- 
mand. They  put  on  a  good  countenance  when  in  Con- 
nefticut ;  called  for  what  they  wanted>  and  were  well 
fupplied :  but  the  thought  of  reckoning  with  their  hoft 
damped  their  plealure.  However  to  their  great  joy, 
when  the  bills  were  called  for,  they  were  informed,  that 
the  governor  of  Connefticut  had  pven  orders  that  they 
fhould  pay  nothing  in  that  ftate,  but  (hould  be  at  free 

^  ^  coft.     They  met  the  French  general  and  admiral  on 

21.  ThurlHay  the  21ft  of  September  at  the  place  appointed. 
Gen.  Walhington  in  his  conference  with  the  county  ftated 
the  army,  in  the  quarter  he  commanded,  for  the  next 
campaign,  at  fifteen  thoufand  operative  condnenta! 
troops.  On  the  idea  of  15,000,  a  memorial  with  a 
plan  of  the  next  campaign  has  been  tranfhiitted  to  the 

\  court  of  France.  On  Friday  morning  count  dc  Ro- 
\  chambeau  and  adm.  Ternay  fet  off  on  their  return  to 
Newport,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  American  gen- 
tlemen commenced  their  return  to  the  camp«  During 
their  abfence  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  importance  had 
been  made,  viz.  a  fcheme  for  delivering  Weft  Point 
into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Gen.  Arnold^ 
who  had  the  command  of  that  poft,  was  hrave  bot  mer« 
cenary,  fond  of  parade  and  eiftremdy  defiraiis  of  ac^ 
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quiring  money  to  defray  the  experices  of  it.  When  hci^gp^ 
entered  Philadelphia  after  the  evacuation,  he  made 
governor  Penn's,  the  beft  houfe  in  it,  his  head  quarters. 
This  he  furniihed  in  a  very  coftly  manner,  and  lived  ia 
a  ftile  far  beyond  his  income.  He  continued  his  extra- 
vagant courfe  of  living ;  was  unfuccefsful  in  trade  and 
privateering;  his  funds  were  cxhaufted,  and  his  cre- 
ditors importunate,  while  his  luft  for  high  life  was  not 
in  the  lead  affuaged.  About  July,  1779,  he  exhibited  S 
heavy  accounts  and  demands  againft  the  public:  the 
commiffioners,  upon  examination,  rejefted  about  one 
half  of  the  amount.  He  appealed  to  cqngrefs,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  who  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  commiffioners  had  allowed  more  than  the  general  had 
a  right  to  expeft  or  demand.  This  provoked  him  to 
outrageous  expreffions  and  proceedings.  Difgufted  at 
the  treatment  he  had  met  with,  embarraflcd  in  his  cir- 
cumftances,  and  having  a  growing  expenfive  family,  he 
turned  his  thoughts  toward  bettering  his  fortune  by  new 
means.  Major  Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  Britifli 
army,  a  rifing  young  officer  of  great  hope  and  merit, 
had  commenced  a  correfpondence  with  Mrs.  Arnold  in 
1779,  under  the  plea  of  fupplying  her  with  milinaryi 
whether  it  was  continued  and  covertly  improved  by  the 
general,  without  her  being  in  the  leaft  privy  to  it,  till 
ripened  into  the  fcheme  of  giving  up  Weft  Point,  i$ 
not  yet  afcertained.  But  the  defign  is  generally  thought 
to  have  been  fometime  in  agitation* 

For  the  fpeedy  completion  of  the  negotiation  thac 
was  carrying  on  between  Sir  Henry  and  ^en.  Araold, 
the  Vulture  floop  of  war  was  flationed  in  the .  North 
River,  at  fuch  a  diftancc  from  th©  Americajpi  pofts,  as 

Vol.  III.  I  i  without 
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'7^'\(rithouJ:  exciting  fufpicion,  would  fcrVcfor  tht  riccc'flafy 

communication.     Before  this,  a  Written-  COrrtfjpondeact,  \ 

I    through  other  channels,  had  been  maintained  between ' 

Arnold  and  Andre  at  New  York,  under  the  names  of* . 

Guftavus  arid  Anderfori.     Thie  neceffary  arrangements  I 

j^^^'  being  rnade^  a  boat  was  fcnt  at  night  from  the  ihore  to 
th'e  Vulture  to  fetch  major  Andre,  which  brought  him 
to  the  beach  without  the  pofts  of  either  army,  'where  he 
nriet  Arnold.  Day  light  approaching,  he  was  told  that 
he  haufl  be  concealed  itntil  the  next  night.  In  Order  to 
it,  he  was  condufted  within  one  of  the  American 
pofts,  againft  his  previous  ftipulat!ion>  iriteirition  and 
knowledge.  He  continued  with  Arnold  dorfnjg  the 
following  day.  The  next  night  the  T)oatnnien  rc- 
fufing  to  conduft  hirti  back  tb  the  Vulttrfe,  which  had 
fhifted  her  pofition,  as  fhe  lay  expofed  to  'the  fife  of  a 
cannon  fent  to  annoy  her,  he  was  obliged  to  concert  his 
efcape  by  land.  He  quitted  his  iJniform,  Which  he  had 
hitherto  worn  under  a  furtout,  for  a  common  cfokt;  and 
tvas  furniflied  with  a  horfe,  and  under  the  nAMt  of  John 
Anderfon  with  a  paflport  from  ArAold^  to  go  to  dK 
lines  at  White  Plains,  or  lower  if  he  thought  j5roper, 
he  being  on  public  bufinefs.  He  purfUed  his  journey 
alone  to  New  York,  piaffed  all  the  guards  ^d  pofts  on 
the  road  without  fufpicion^  and  Was  much  elateii  as  he 

13.  travelled  on  the  next  day,  with  the  thought  df  ;his'hiving 
fucceededi'  But  unhappily  for  him^  though 'pfdViden^ 
tially  for  the  Americans,  three  of  the  New  Ybrk  iilili- 
tii,  John  Pauldingy  David  WiUiamSj  and  Ifddc  'Van  Vert^ 
were  with  others  out  on  fcoiiting  between  thfe  bUt-pofts 
of  the  two  armies.  One  of  them  Ipraftg'froili  his  co- 
vert, and  Tei^ed  Andre's  horfe  b^  tKe'bndfe.  I'hciua- 
■'.*•'.  '         . 

■•  •      •     •  •  i  J* 
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jor,  inftead  of  inftantly  producing  his  pafs,  ^fkcd  th€^S% 
man  where  he  belonged  to,  who   anfwered^  fo  helo^^ 
Andre  fulpedling  no  deceit  faid,-  fo  dp  /;  tiKJn  declared 
himfelf  a  Britifh  ^fficer^  and  preflfed  that  he  might  not 
be  detained,    for  that  he  was  upon  urgent  bufinefe^* 
Upon  the  other  two  conning  lip  aiid  joining  their  com- 
rade, he   difcover^d  his  miftafce.     The  confufion  that 
followed  was  apparent^  and  they  proceeded  to  fearch 
him  till  they  found  his  papers.     He  offered  the  captor^ 
81  confiderable  purfe  of  gold,  and  a  very  valuable  watchj 
to  let  hicn  pafs :  but  they  nobly  difdained  the  tempta- 
tion, befide  the  fafcinating  offers  of  permanent  provt- 
fion,  and  even  of  future  promotion,  on  condition  .of 
their  conveying  and  accompanying  him  to  New  York, 
They  conduftcd  him  to  lieut.  col.  Jamcfon,  the  conti- 
nental officer^  who  had  the  command  of  the  fcouting 
.parties,  amounting  to  8oo'  »men,  chiefly  militia.    At-  / 
iioid's  conduct  with  regard  to  this  body  of  ;men,  arid  in  | 
other  refpefts,  had  .excited  fuch:fufpicions  in  the  breafts  ^ 
gf  the  lieut.  colonel  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,  that 
they  had  determined  uponfeizing  the. general  at  all  ad-  ; 
ventures,  had  he  canoe  down  and  ordered  them  nearer 
the  enemy.    Jamefon,  notwithftanding  :his  ftrong  jca- 
loufy  of  Arnold,  wa&  in  the  iffue  the  occafion  ()f  hi$ 
cfcape. 

When  Andre  appcaircd  before  him,  it  was  under  the  \ 
name  of  Anderfon  j  which  ^he  fupported,  chooling  to 
hazard  thegreatcft  danger,  rather  than  let  any  difcovery 
be  made  which  could  .iavolve  Arnold,  before  he  had 
time  to  provide  :for  his  ifkfcty^  With  a  view  to  the 
general's  efcaping,:hc  rcqucft^d  that  a  line  might  be  fent 
to  acquaint  him.wirfLAndcrfon*^  detention,  which  Janae- 

I  i  a  fbn 
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«7^^ fon  through  an  ill-judged  delicacy  granted.     The  papers, 
which  were  found  in  the  major's  boot,  were  in  Arnold's  ! 
hand  writing,  and  contained  exaft  returns  of  the  ftatc  ■ 
of  the  forces,  ordnance  and  defences  at  Weft  Point  and  |r 
its  dependencies,  with  the  artillery  orders,  critical  re-  | 
marks  on  the  works,  an  eftimate  of  the  number  of  men 
that  were  ordinarily  on  duty  to  man  them,  and  the  copy 
of  a  ftate  of  matters  that  had  been  laicf  before  a  council 
of  war  by  the  commander  in  chief,  on  the  iixth  of  the 
month.     Thefe  papers  were  enclofed  in  a  packet  to  gen. 
Walhington,  accompanied  with  a  letter  fix)in  the  pri- 
foner,  avowing  himfclf  to  be  major  John  Andre,  adju- 
tant general  to  the  Britifli  army,  relating  the  manner 
of  his  capture,  and  endeavouring^  to  (how  that  he  did 
not  come  under  the  defcription  of  a  fpy ;  and  were  for- 
warded by  Jamefon.     Wafhington  was  upon  his  return 
•from  Hartford,  and  the  meffenger  miffed  him  by  taking  I 
■    a  different  road  from  that  on  which  the  general  was. 
Through  this  accident  and  the  man's  being  obliged  to 
i  '  make  a  circuit,  the  letter  to  Arnold,  informing  him  of 
Anderfon*s  capture,    reached  him  fomc  hoyrs  before 
Sept.  Wafhington  arrived  at  his  quarters.     No  fooner  had  he 
^5*    received  it,   than  he  haftened  on  board  the  Vulture, 
which  lay  fome  miles  below  Stoney  and  Verplank's 
points.     The  commander  in  chief  croffed  over  to  Weft 
Point,  and  expedted  to  meet  him  there :  when,  he  re- 
turned, the  caufe  of  Arnold's  abfence  was  loon  diico- 
vered  upon  opening  the  packet  from  Jamefon,  which 
had  arrived  in  the  mean  while.     His  excellency  imme- 
diately  ordered  two  brigades  from  the  msun  army  to 
thefe  pofts,  and  took  ample  meafures  for  their  Iccurity. 
'  Andre  bad  been  full  forty-eight  hours  in  cuKlody,  before 

Arnold's 
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Arnold's  defign  was  known  ki  canip.  Had  it  fucceeded,  ^J^o.^ 
the  conlequcnces  mud  have  been  ruinous  in  the  highefl 
degree.  The  plan  for  delivering  up  the  polls  feenns  to. 
have  been  that  of  engaging  in  a  fliann  defence  at  the 
defiles,  while  a  large  body  of  the  enemy  took  a  circuit 
and  poffefled  themfelves  of  the  fort.  Arnold  on  the 
8th  of  Auguft  had  written  to  gen.  Wafhington,  ex- 
preffing  his  wifli  that  a  map  of  the  country  from  Robin- 
fon's  houfe  to  New  York,  particularly  on  the  eaft  fide 
of  the  river,  might  be  fent  him.  He  added — ^'  The 
MafTachufetts  troops  [militia  1234]  are  good  and  well 
armed.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  continue  a  part  or 
the  whole  of  the  New  York  brigade  at  this  poft  [Weft 
Point]  whofe  officers  can  be  depended  upon,  and  the 
troops  have  in  general  bad  arms  and  few  bayonets. 
The  MafTachufetts  or  Hampfhire  troops  will  be  better 
in  the  field  from  this  circumftance  in  their  arms."  In 
converfation  with  one  of  the  officers  under  him.,  he  afked 
which  he  thought  would  be  the  belt  mode  of  defence 
in  cafe  of  an  attack,  whether  to  defend  the  works,  or 
to  go  and  fight  the  enemy  in  the  defiles  as  they  advanced* 
The  officer  faid,  to  defend  the  works :  Arnold  declared 
for  the  other.  Thefe  things  were  recollefted,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  have  had  ^  particular  meaning,  when  his  main 
projeft  was  difcovered.  Had  the  execution  of  that  been 
completed,  the  forces  under  his  command  muft  pro- 
bably have  either  laid  down  their  arms  or  have  been  cut 
to  pieces.  Their  lofs  ^nd  the  immediate  poffeffion  of 
Weft  Point,  and  all  its  neighbouring  ciependcpcies,  muft 
h^ve  expofed  the  remainder  of  Wafliington's  army,  fo 
to  the  joint  exertion  of  the  Britiih  forces,  by  land  and 
w^ter^  that  nothing  but  final  ruin  could  have  been  the  re^ 
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*78o.  fult  with  rcfpeft  to  the  Americans.  Such  a  ftroke  could 
fcarcely  have  been  recovered;  Independent  of  the  lo6 
of  artillery  and  ftores,  fuch  a  deft-ruftion  of  their  difci- 
plined  force,  and  many  of  their  beft  officers,  muft  have 
been  fatal.  The  Briti{h  might  alfo  have  turned  their 
whole  force  agalnfl:  the  French  fleet  and  troops  at  Rhode 
Ifland  :  for  they  had  received  a  confiderable  naval  rein- 
forcement by  the  arrival  of  adm.  Rodney  with  {tvtM 
fliips  of  the  line  from  the  Weft  Indies/ on  the  13th  of 
September.  Whether  his  coming  to  New  York  was  m 
the  lead  under  the  influence  of  flattering  prolpefts,  upon 
Weft  Point's  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Bri- 
tifli/  will  be  matter  of  conjefture  among  many* 

General  Wafhington  appointed  a  board'  of  fourteen 

general  officers  (of  whom  were  the  marquis  dc  la  F^yetta 

and  baron  de  Steuben)  with  the  affiftancc  of  the  judg« 

advocate  general,  John  Laurence,  [geii.  M^Dougall's 

fon-in-law]  to  examine  into  and  to  report  a  precife  ftatc 

of  major  Andre's  cafe ;  and  to  determine  what  light  he 

g       was  to  be  confidered  in,   and  to  what  puniftiment  he 

jj.    was  liable,     Andre  difdaining  all  fubtcrfuge  and  cvar 

fion,  and  ftudyirig  only  to  place  his  charafter  in  fo  fair 

a  light,  as  might  prevent  its  being  fhaded  by  prefeiic 

;'  circumftances,  voluntarily  confeflfed  more  than  he.  was 

'    afkecj ;  and  fought  not  to  palliate  any  thing  relating  to 

himfelf,  while  he  concealed,  with  the  moft  guarded'  and 

fcrupulous  nicety,  whatever  might  involve  others.     Being 

interrogated  by  thp  board,  with  refpeft  to  his  conception 

of  coming  on  fliorc  under  the  fanftion  of  a  flag,  he  faicj 

with   a  noble  franknefs  of  mind,   that  if  he   had,  he 

might  certainly  have  returned  under  it.     The  board  was 

f  5i:ceedingly  ftruck  with  his  candor  and  ip'agnammity ; 

an<| 
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and  fufEciently  fhov/ed  liow  much  they  felt  for  his  fitu-  ^7^^* 
ation.  They  treated  hira  with  fuch  delicacy  at  the 
opening  of  the  examination,  as  to  defire  that  he  would 
not  anfwer  any  interrpga^tory  which  would  at-  all  embarrafSj 
his  feelings.  Every  poffible  mark  of  indulgence,  and  , 
the  utmofl:  attention  and  poUtenefs  were  exercifed  to- 
ward him  :  fo  that  the  major  hinafelf,  deeply  fejafiible  of 
the  liberality  of  their  behaviour*  declared  that  be  flat- 
tered himfelf  he  had  ^ever  been  illiberal  i  but  that,  if 
there  were  any  remains  of  prejudice  in  his  rnind,  bis 
piefent  experience  muft  qbUternte  them,  The  bo^d  I 
did  not  examine  a  fingle  witnefs:  but  fovindecj  their. re- 
port merely  upon  his  own  conftfllon.  In  that,  after  a 
recital  of  a  few  fadbs,  they  declared,  th^t  m^jor  Apdr^ 
ought  to  be  confidered  as  a  fpy  from  the  enerny ;  and 
that,  agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage  of  nation^,  it  is  theif 
opinion  he  ought  to  fufftr  death. 

General  Wafhingtqn  wrote  a  (hort  anfwer  to  Sir  H*  Jo* 
Clinton's  letter  of  the  26th,  reclaiming  the  major,,  in 
which  he  ftated,  that  though  the  major  was  under  fuch 
circumftances  as  wopld  have  juftified  the  moft  fummary 
proceedings  againft  him,  he  had  referred  his  cafe  to  th^ 
examination  and  decifion  of  a  board  of  general  o^icers, 
whofc  report,  founded  on  his  free  and  voluntary  con- 
fefiion  of  his  letters,  was  enclofed,  ,  This  drew  aapther 
letter  from  Sir  Henry,  whp  propofed  to  fend  gen,  Robert- 
fon  and  two  other  gentkinien,  as  well  to  giye  his  excelr 
iency  a  true  ftate  of  fads,  as  to  explain  to  him  his  own 
fcntiments  on  the  fubjeft,  Th^  gentlemen  were  to  bp 
at  Dobb's  ferry  on  the  following  niorningj  to  wait  for  . 
Walhington's  permiflion  and  fafc  conduft,  and  iQ.meet 
himfelf,  or  whoever  he  fhould  appojflt*.  .fjewged  It 

I  i  4  OS 
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1780.  as  a  matter  of  the  higheft  moment  to  humanity,  that 
the  general  (hould  fully  underftand  the  whole  ftate  of 
the  bufinefs,  before  he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judgment 
of  the  board  into  execution.  Gen.  Greene,  who  had 
been  prefident  of  it,  was  appointed  to  meet  Robcrtfon, 
but  the  others  were  not  permitted  to  come  on  (bore. 
Robertfon  ufed  his  utmoft  ingenuity  to  fhow,  that  Andre 
did  not  come  within  the  charafler  and  defcription  of  a 
Ipy.  As  Greene  was  far  from  admitting  either  his  fa6b 
or  conclufions,  Robertfon  wifhed  that  the  opinions  of 
difinterefted  gentlemen  might  be  taken  on  the  fubjeft, 
and  propofed  Knyphaufen  and  Roohambeau  as  proper 
J)erfons.  Humanity  was  the  laft  ftring  touched.  Ro- 
bertfon faid,  he  wifhed  an  intercourfe  of  fuch  civilities  as 
might  leffen  the  horrors  of  war  j  and  quoted  inftances 
of  Clinton's  merciful  difpofition.  He  held  out,  that 
major  Andre  poffeffed  a  great  fhare  of  that  gentleman's 
efteem  j  and  that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged  if  he 
was  fpared.  He  offered,  if  the  former  was  admitted  to 
return  with  him  to  New  York,  to  engage  that  any  per- 
fon  whatever,  who  was  named,  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty. 
.  Gen.  Robertfon  having  failed  in  his  other  attempts,  pre- 
.  fented  a  long  letter  from  Arnold  to  gen.  Walhington, 
filled  with  threats  in  cafe  Andre  fhould  fuffcr,  and  inlb- 
lently  making  the  American  commander  anfwerable  for 
the  torrents  of  blood  that  might  be  fpilt,  in  confequence 
of  his  difregarding  the  warning,  and  ordering  the  exe- 
cution of  Andre.  The  prefentment  of  fuch  a  letter  was 
confidered  as  no  lefs  an  abfurdity  than  the  writing  of  it. 

oa.       On  Oftober  the  2d  the  tragedy  was  clofed.     The 
major  was  fuperior  to  the  terrors  of  death :  but  the  dif- 
graceful  mode  of  dying,  which  the  ulage  of  war  had 
I  annexe^ 
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annexed  to  his  unhappy  fituation,  was  infinitely  dreadful  '7| 
to  him.  He  was  defirous  of  being  indulged  with  a 
profeffional  death :  and  accordingly  had  written,  the  day 
before,  a  pathetic  letter,  fraught  with  all  the  feelings  <£ 
a  man  of  fentiment  and  honor,  in  which  he  requefted 
of  gen.  Wafliington,  that  he  might  not  die  on  a  gibbet* 
The  general  confulted  his  officers  on  the  fubjeft.  Pity 
and  efteem  wrought  fo  powerfully,  that  they  were  all 
for  fhooting  him,  till  Greene  infilled  on  it,  that  his  crime 
was  that  of  a  common  fpy ;  that  the  public  good  re-' 
quired  his  being  hanged  5  and  that  was  he  ftiot,  die 
generality  ^  would  think  there  were  favorable  circum- 
ftances  entitling  him  to  notice  and  lenity.  His  obfer* 
vations  convinced  them,  that  there  would  be  an  impro- 
priety in  granting  the  major's  requeft ;  while  tendemefs- 
prevented  its  being  divulged.  When  major  Andre  was 
led  out  to  the  place  of  execution,  as  he  went  along  he 
bowed  himfelf  familiarly  to  all  thofe  with  whom  he  had 
been  acquainted  in  his  confinement.  A  fmile  of  com- 
placency expreffed  the  ferene  fortitude  of  his  mind. 
Upon  feeing  the  preparations  at  the  fatal  fpot,  he  alked 
with  fome  emotion-~"  Muft  I  die  in  this  manner?" 
He  was  told  it  was  unavoidable.  He  replied — "  I  am 
reconciled  to  my  fate,  but  not  to  the  mode."  Soon 
after,  recollefting  himfelf,  he  added—-"  It  will  be  but  a 
momentary  pang ;"  and  fpringing  upon  the  cart,  per^ 
formed  the  laft  offices  to  himfelf,  with  a  compofure  that 
excited  the  admiration,  and  melted  the  hearts  of  all  the 
fpeftators.  Being  told  the  final  moment  was  at  hand, 
and  afked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  fay,  he  anfwercd— 
"  Nothing  but  to  requeft  that  you  will  witnefs  to  thd 
world,  that  I  die  Jike  a  brav^  man.'*    He  died  univer- 

fally 
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1780.  and  admiral  Tcrnay  at  Hartford.  The  general 
the  reft  of  the  company  muftered  up  and  borrowed  dl 
the  money  they  could,  in  order  to  pay  their  expcncd 
They  could  procure  no  more  than  eight  thouland  paper 
/  dollars.  Such  was  the  fcarcity  even  of  that  depredatri' 
commodity  at  camp.  Before  they  quitted  the  Nor 
York  ftate,  they  had  expended  more  than  half  didf 
/  ftock ;  and  were  not  a  litde  pained  with  the  idea  of  their 
being  ibon  incapable  of  difcharging  the  landlord's  de^ 
mand.  They  put  on  a  good  countenance  when  in  Con* 
nefticut;  called  for  what  they  wanted>  and  were  wdl 
fupplied  :  but  the  thought  of  reckoning  with  their  hoft 
damped  their  plealure.  However  to  their  great  joy, 
when  the  bills  were  called  for,  they  were  informed,  that 
the  governor  of  Connefticut  had  given  orders  that  thcjr 
Ihould  pay  nothing  in  that  ftate,  but  £hould  be  at  free 

^     coft.     They  met  the  French  general  and  admiral  on 

ii.  Thurfclay  the  21ft  of  September  at  the  place  appointed. 
Gen.  Waftiington  in  his  conference  with  the  count,  ftated 
the  army,  in  the  quarter  he  commanded,  for  the  next 
campaign,  at  fifteen  thoufand  operative  continental 
troops.  On  the  idea  of  15,000,  a  memorial  with  a 
plan  of  the  next  campaign  has  been  tranfinitted  to  the 

\  court  of  France.  On  Friday  morning  count  de  Ro- 
j  chambeau  and  adm.  Ternay  fet  off  on  their  return  to 
Newport,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  American  gen- 
tlemen commenced  their  return  to  the  camp.  During 
their  abfence  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  importance  had 
been  made,  viz.  a  fcheme  for  delivering  Weft  Point 
into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Gen.  Amoldj 
who  had  the  command  of  that  poft,  was  brave  but  mer«* 
cenary,  fond  of  parade  and  extremely  delirous  of  ac^ 

quiriag 
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o^quiring  money  to  defray  the  expeiices  of  it.     When  he  i^gp. 

(^entered  Philadelphia   after  the   evacuation,    he  made 

^.governor  Penn's,  the  beft  houfe  in  it,  his  head  quarters. 

•  This  he  furnifhed  in  a  very  coftly  manner,  and  lived  in 

-  a  ftile  far  beyond  his  income.     He  continued  his  extra- 

r  ;Vagant  courfe  of  living;  was  unfuccefsful  in  trade  and 
^privateering;    his  funds  were  cxhaufted,  and  his  cre- 
ditors importunate,  while  his  luft  for  high  life  was  not     ' 

J,  in  the  leaft  afluaged.  About  July,  1779,  he  exhibited  ' 
heavy  accounts  and  demands  againft  the  public:  the 
commiffioners,  upon  examination,  rejefted  about  one 
half  of  the  amount.  He  appealed  to  cqngrefs,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  who  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  commiffioners  had  allowed  more  than  the  general  had 
a  right  to  expeft  or  demand.  This  provoked  him  to 
outrageous  expreffions  and  proceedings.  Difgufted  at 
the  treatment  he  had  met  with,  embarraflcd  in  his  cir- 

*    cumftances,  and  having  a  growing  expenfive  family,  he 

'  turned  his  thoughts  toward  bettering  his  fortune  by  new 
means.  Major  Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  Britifh 
army,  a  rifmg  young  officer  of  great  hope  and  merit, 
had  commenced  a  correfpondence  with  Mrs.  Arnold  in 
1779,  under  the  plea  of  fupplying  her  with  milinary  ^ 
whether  it  was  continued  and  covertly  improved  by  the 
general,  without  her  being  in  the  leaft  privy  to  it,  till 
ripened  into  the  fcheme  of  giving  up  Weft  Point,  i$ 
not  yet  afcertained.  But  the  defign  is  generally  thought 
to  have  been  fometime  in  agitation. 

For  the  fpeedy  completion  of  the  negotiation  thac 

was  carrying  on  between  Sir  Henry  and  g;en.  Arnold, 

the  Vulture  floop  of  war  was  ftationed  in  the.  North 

River,  at  fuch  a  diftancc  from  the  Americajgi  pofts,  as 
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1780.  which  he  reckoned  would  place  under  Cornwallis*s  or- 
ders full  11,306  effeftive  rank  and  file,  including  Lcf- 
lie's  corps. 

General  Walhington  made  a  propofition  to  Sir  H. 
Clinton  for  the  exchange  of  a  nun^iber  of  officers,  which 
was  not  acceded  to.  A  general  exchange  being  what 
the  other  fincerely  wifhed,  a  propofition  to  that  purpofe 
was  returned.  The  Britilh  gen.  Phillips,  and  the  Ame- 
rican gen.  Lincoln,  were  employed  for  the  fettling  of  a 
cartel.  The  former  fuppofed,  that  the  reafon  why  die 
Americans  declined  the  exchange  of  privates,  was  an 
unwillingnefs  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  their  enemy,  in 
.  the  middle  of  an  aftive  campaign,  fuch  ^  reinforcement 
as  they  would  receive  by  an  exchange  of  all  the  privates. 
To  obviate  this  difficulty,  Phillips  mentioned,  that  the 
exchange  of  the  privates  might  be  poftpcned  to  fomc 
future  day  that  might  be  agreed  on.  Lincoln,  on  the 
a5th  of  September,  exprcfltd  his  defire  in  writing,  that 
this  might  remove  the  objeftions  which  had  exifted  againft 
an  exchange  of  privates.  He  wrote  on  Oftober  the  ift 
to  the  Maflachufetts  and  the  South  Carolina  delegates, 
and  to  gen.  Sullivan,  now  one  of  the  New  Hamplhire 
reprefentatives  in  congrefs — "  The  enemy  have  made  a 
propofition  for  a  general  exchange.  I  think  policy,  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  demand  it  on  our  p^rt.  I  cannot  but 
hope  you  will  be  with  me  in  opinion :  if  fo  the  propofi- 
tion will  have  your  fupport  and  intereft."  At  length 
an  exchange  of  all  officers,  prifoqers  of  yvar^  on  both 
fides,  including  fuch  as  were  upon  their  parples  in  New 
York  or  in  Great  Britain,  was  fetded.  The  exchange 
f:omprehended  alfo  an  equivalent  of  Britiflx  and  German 
foldiers,  prifoners  of  war>  for  thofe  Ameri^r^wis  that  were 
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at  New  York.     In  the  courfe  of  the  negotiation,  an  in-  »7*^» 
cfFeftual  effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Britifli  for 
the  releafe  of  the  privates  of  the,  convention  troops^ 

On  the  3d  of  November  it  was  refolved^,  "  That  Nov* 
congrefs  have  a  high  fenfc  of  the  virtuous  and  patriotic  3* 
condud  of  John  Paulding^  David  Williamsy  and  J^aac 
Van  Vert :  in  teftimony  whereof,  ordered,  that  each  of 
them  receive  annually  two  hundred  dollars  in  Ipecie,  or 
an  equivalent  in  the  current  money  of  thefe  ftates  during 
life;  and  that  the  board  of  war  be  direfted  to  procure 
for  each  of  them  a  filver  medal,  on  one  fide  of  which 
fhall  be  a  Ihield  with  this  infcriptition  FIDELITY, 
and  on  the  other  the  following  motto,  VINCIT  AMOR 
PATRIAE,  and  forward  them  to  the  commander  in 
chief,  who  is  requefted  to  prefent  the  fame,  with  a  copy 
of  this  refolution,  and  the  thanks  of  congrefs  for  their 
fidelity,  and  the  eminent  fervice  they  have  rendered  their 
country/'  The  next  day  they  recommended  to  the  fe- 
veral  ftates  to  levy  a  tax  equal  to  fix  millions  of  filver 
dollars,  to  be  paid  partly  in  fpecific  articles,  and  the  re- 
fidue  in  gold  or  filver,  or  bills  of  credit,  emitted  pur- 
fiiant  to  the  refolution  of  the  i8th  of  March  laft.  On 
the  28  th,  they  had  before  them  an  account  of  major 
Tallmadge  of  the  light  dragoons,  having  lurpriled  and 
taken  fort  St.  George  on  Long  Ifland,  with  the  garri- 
fon ;  they  extolled  the  enterprife  as  planned  and  con- 
duced with  wifdom  and  great  gallantry,  and  executed 
with  intrepidity  and  complete  fuccefs  by  the  officers  and 
foldiers  of  his  detachment.  Such  commendations  not 
only  reward,  but  excite  to  military  adventures.  The 
major  crofled  the  found  to  the  ifland  with  80  men  5  left 
20  to  guard  the  boats  1  imde  a  circuitous  route  q{  29 

milqs 
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Mijtok  mUcs  to  the  fort,  and  reduced  it  almdft  inftantly.     Tk 
enemy  had  8-  killed  and  wounded.    He  captivated  i 
lieut,  colonel,  i  captain j  and  55  privates ;  deftroycd  400 
tons  of  hay,  and  returned  without  fiirtber  lofs  than  one 
;  private  wounded.     Congrels  have  at  length  ijetermincd 
!  upon  having  a  permanent  army*    They  ought  before 
to  have  gotten  rid  of  an  error^  which  the  experience  of 
I   aU  mankind  has  exploded,  viz.  the  carrying  on-  a  war 
1   with  militia,  or  which  is  nearly  the  fame,  temporary  Ic-* 
-   vies.     America  has  been  amufed  almofl:  out  of  her  li- 
berties.    The  behaviour  of  the  militia  upon  one  and 
'.  a;iother  occafion,  has  been  unreafonably  extolled,  by 
:  men  who  judge  only  from  the  furface,  by  others  who 
i  had  particular  views  in  mifreprefentingi  and  by  vifionary 
i   men  whofe  credulity  eafily  fwallowed  every  vagiie  ftoryj 
'    in  fupport  of  a  favorite  hypothefis.     Some  of  the  firft 
generals  in  the  American  fervice,  are  'ready  fblemnly  to 
declare,  that  they. never  were  witncffes  to  a  fingle  iiillance 
■    during  this  conteft,  that  can  countenance  an  opinion  of 
I    militia  or  raw  troops  being  fit  for  the  r^^  bupmfs  of 
\  fK^^^^K'    How  little  dependence  can  be  had  upon  flip-** 
plies  by  new  levies,  the  lafl  campaign  may  ferve  to  Ihow* 
By  a  return  on  the  1 6th  of  Auguft  it  appeared3  that  gen. 
Wafhington  had   received  from  New  Hamjjlbbe   to 
Pennfylvania  inclufive,  no  more  than  6,143  5  ^^  that 
the  deficiency  within  the  faiiie  circuit  was  10,3^7.  Rhode 
Ifland  was.  the  leaft  deficient  in  proportion  to'  its  num- 
bers, and  Pennfylvania  the  moft.    Maffachufctts  had  in 
the  army  double  the  number  of  any  other  of  the-  fkates 
north  of  Maryland.    What  few  troops  the  genemi  had 
with  him,  pleafed  him  Tiowever  by  the  rs^id;{ui}gre& 
djey  pniade  in  military  difcipJiae;      ^  "  -  ': 
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The  abfohate 'neeeflity  of  a  lai^gc  Md  4nrtmed&te  (6^r^. 
tcign  aid  of  money,   for  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
came  at  length  tinder  tihe  ferious  confideration  tyf  con-- 
grefs.     Gen.  Wafhrngton  was  fo  ftrongly  *convmced  of 
its  being  an  objeft  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that  he  gave 
his  fentiments  updn  it  to  the  minifter  x)f  France  t«  the 
inoft  explicit  manner.     The  recommehdatiohs  of  con- 
grefs  for  fpecific  articles  were  ndt  fufficiently  opei^ativCi 
On  the  9th  of  Cecenrber  the  general  laid-^1^  It  is%appy    ^, 
for  us,  that  the  feafon  will  probably  compel  both  armies 
to  continire  in  a  ftate  of  inaftivity,  'fince  onrs  is  fo  much 
reduced  by  difcharging  the  levies  which  conrrpofe  a  con*- 
fiderablc  part  of  it,  'even  before  tiheir  time  of  fervic^^  was 
expired.     This  expedient  we  were  forced  to  adopt,  from 
the  prefent  totailwant  df 'fiour,  and  the  precariotis  pro£. 
pe6t  of  a  fupply  of  that  article/'    Had  it  not  been  for 
a  moft  vigorous  ftep  that  the  American  gov.  Clinton 
ventured  to  take,  the  army  muft  have  difbanded  ^fdr 
want  of  bread,  as  the  magazines  were  cxhaufted,  anfl 
tranfportatidn  by  land  Was  ifrippafticable  had  there  beeh 
any  thing  to  aft  upon.     The  'governor  feizcd  *feveral 
hundred  barrels  in  thehanSs  of  private  merchants,  ^^hkit 
they  had  pilrchafed  vtp  to  exchange  for  other  articles. 
Gen.  Walhington,  -While  travelling-in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pittas  Town,  fell  in  with  a  parcel  of  catrie  that-weit 
going  to  be  flaughtered  and  faked.    ^Befide  being  inFj-- 
menfely  poor,  they  were  fo'fnnall,  that  they  would  ndt 
average  17  5  lbs.  the  ttett  quarters.     Some  could  not  e^ 
ceed  a  hundred 'Weight,  and  •  others  *were  mere  oalV6s. 
Thefe  pafs  by^the  head,  slnd  the  ftafef  dr  ftates  th'At'fuiw- 
nifh  them  will  have  the  reputation  of  fupplying,  that 
number  of  merchantable  bullocks,  when  the  faa' is, :  that 

next 
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178a  n^t  iummer  a  ftarving  man  would  fcarcely  eat  the  beef 
they  were  about  to  put  up>  after  the  fait  had  extrafted 
the  little  fat  and  juices  that  were  in  it.  The  general 
law  about  a  hundred,  and  his  information  extended  to 
about  800  more  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  neighbourhood. 
He  direfted  the  commiflary  to  feleft  the  beft  for  falting, 
and  to  let  the  other  be  eaten,  as  it  would  be  a  wafte  of 
fait,  barrels  and  time,  to  put  the  fame  up.  Many  other 
inftances  of  a  (imilar  impofition  to  what  has  been  related 
might  be  given  *. 

The  generous  exertions  of  the  American  daughters  of 
liberty  in  Philadelphia  and  the  neighbourhood,  to  be- 
friend the  continental  foldiers,  are  a  perfe6t  contrail  to 
it.  Mention  was  made  of  them  in  my  laft  letter,  p.  376, 
Their  donations  purchafed  a  fufficient  quantity  of  cloth, 
and  their  hands  made  the  {ame  into  two  thoufand  one 
hundred  and  feven  Ihirts,  which  were  delivered  to  the 
perlbn  appointed  to  receive  them  by  gen.  Wafliington. 
Pennfylvania  furniflied  the  whole  quantity,  except  fe- 
venty-feven,  which  were  the  produce  of  the  Jerfeys. 
The  daughters  of  this  laft  ftate  made  a  further  prcfent 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty  pair  of  ftockings  f. 

The  board  of  loyal  refugees  at  New  York  have  for 
many  months  back  poffeffed  fomething  like  a '  fleet  of 
fmall  privateers  and  cruifers ;  by  the  aid  of  which  they 
have  committed  various  depredations,  and  great  excefles 
in  different  places,  from  peculiar  perfonal  animofity; 
and  thereby  have  irritated  their  adverfaries  to  retaliate  in 
like  manner.  Thus  the  feelings  of  humanity  have  been 
fufpended  on  both  fides ;  fcenes  of  wafte  and  havock 

♦  Thegenerar*  letter  of  Dec.  26,  1780,  +  llic  goicral's 

paper*. 

have 


have  followed  s  and  a .  predatory  war  beea  carried  or^i 
tending  neidier  to  fubjugation  nor  reconciliation^  but  the 
reverfe.     While  tiiefe  have  beep  the  operation?  upQ» 
the  maritime  coafts  of  the  continent^  the  back  fettle* 
meats  and  inland  frontiers  have  been  ravaged  by  the  im-y^ 
mical  Indians,  their  tpry  aflbciates,  and  a  number  of 
Britifh  regularis*    The  New.  York  ftat^  fufFere^d  the  moftji 
by  parties  under  major  Carleton,  Sir  John  J.ohnfoB>  ami 
capt.  Brandt.    In  the  beginning  of  Augufl^  they  burnt 
more  than  50  houfes  and  47  barns,  the  principal  part  of 
Caiaijohary,  aiine  fettlement  about  56  miles  from  Al- 
bany.    They  deftroyed  ^7  houfes  at  Schoharie  1   andt 
at  Norman's  Creek  20.    In  Odober  their  irrupjiona 
were  renewed.     Stone  Arabia  and  Canaghfioraga  were 
attacked,  and  Schoharie  afrefh  j  and  a  great  extent  of 
country  about  the  Mohawk  river  was  laid  wafte*    A 
number  of  the  fettlers  were  killed,  and  more  made  pri* 
foners.     Sir  John  Johnfon  was  obliged  to  fight  jthem  re- 
peatedly ;  but  was  careful^  Indian  like,  not  to  ftay  lpn|; 
enough  in  any  one  place,  to  admit  of  his  enemy's  col* 
ledting  a  fujQBcient  force  to  bring  on  a  decifive  a6tion%  ^ 
My  next  will  mpft  probably  contain  an  account  of  de«!?  r 
predations  in  another  quarter^  as  gen*  Arnojd  failed  from  \ 
Sandy  Hook  on  the  21ft  of  December,  with  a  body  of  ) 
troops  under  his  command  on  an  expedition. 

Oftober  the  5th,  the  Maflachufetts  general  court  ad* 
journed.  The  laft  aft  they  paffed  was—"  Anafb  toin^ 
corporate  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Andover,  by  th© 
name  of  Philtipsh  academy."  No  bufinefe  requiring  anoi. 
ther  naeeting,  they  ceafed  of  courfe.  .The  WednelHay 
three  weeks,  the  25  th  of  that  month,  was  the  day  ap^ 
pointed  for  the  general  jsleftion  j^gree^bteto  the  new  cq{i# 
. .  Vol.  IIL  K  k     ,  Ititutiont 
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17^^'ftitution,  It  was  ulher^d  in  by  the  ringing  of  bclb^ 
firing  of  cannon,  and  other  demonftratfons  of  the  pub- 
lic rejoicing.  When  the  two  houfes  were  formed,  a 
tommittec  was  iappointed  to  examine  the  returns  of  the  | 
feveral  towns  for  a  governor,  though  it  was  before  knowa 
on  whonn  the  choice  had  fallen.     They* reported  that 

'  his  excellency  John  Hancock  eftj;  was  elefted  governor 
by  a  great  majority  of  votes.  A  committee  of  botI^ 
houfes  waited  upon  him  to  inform  him  of  it,  and  re* 
queft  his  attendance  at  the  council  chamber*  After  he 
had  gone  through  all  the  formalities  required  to  qualify 
him  for  his  office,  the  fecretary,  from  the  balcony  of 
the  ftate-houfe,  declared,  to  the  attending  crowds  in  the 
ftreet,  his  excellency  John  Hancock  efq;  governor  of 
the  MafTachufett's  comnionwealth,  which  was  repeated 
by  the  fheriff  of  the  county  of  Suffolk.  A  grand  feu  dc 
joie  was  given  by  the  militia  companies.  Thirteen  canr 
hon  were  fired  by  the  artillery,  and  three  voUies  by  the 
independent  company.  The  cannon  at  the  Caftle  and 
Fort  Hill,  and  on  board  the  fhipping  in  the  harbour 
Were  fired  upon  the  occafion.  The  governor,  lenato 
and  houfe  of  reprefentatives,  then  attended  divine  fer- 
vice,  agreeable  to  ancient  eftablifhed  cuftom,  at  the  Old 

;  Brick  Mectrng-houfe.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Cooper 
delivered  a  fuitable  and  acceptable  difcourfe  from  the  fol- 
lowing words  in  the  30th  of  Jeremiah — *^  And  -their 
congregation  fhall  be  eftablifhed ;  and  their  nobles  fhall 
fee  of  themfelves  5  and  their  governor  fhall  proceed  out 
of  the  midft  of  them.'*  When  fervice  wasi  finifhed,  they 
proceeded  to  Faneuil-hall,  amidft  a  great  concourfe  of 
people,  where  an  elegant  entertainment  was  provided, 
amd  a  large  number  of  refpedable  gendcmen  of  all  orr 

^  dqa 


ders  aflembled.  In  the  courfe  of  the  convivial  mttt-r^l^^ 
ing,  thirteen  toafts  were  drank,  each  being  accompanied 
with  the  firing  of  a  cannon,  No  gentleman  being  ele6l-» 
ed  lieut.  governor  by  the  majority  of  the  people,  the 
fenate  and  houfe  on  the  30th,  made  choice  of  James 
Bowdoin  efq;  who  declined  the  honor  pardy  on  account 
of  his  not  bemg  chofen  by  the  votes  of  the  freemen, 
but  chiefly  becaufe  of  his  continued  ill  ftate  of  healdi. 
The  pext  perfon  fixed  upon  was  the  prefident  of  die 
pouncil,  Thomas  Culhing  efqj  who  accepted. 

On  the  1 8th  of  December  died  at  Newport,  his  ex-  Dec 
cellency  Charles  Louis  De  Ternay,  knight  of  St.  John  **• 
of  Jerufalem,  late  governor  of  the  iflands  of  France  and 
Bourbon,  and  phicf  commander  of  die  French  Icjuadron 
in  die  American  feas,    His  remains  were  the  next  day 
interred  in  Trinity  ^)y9T^  pf  f^  town,  attended 

with  milit^y  hojio 
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Page  64,  line  2%,  read  himfelf^  P,  75,  1.  28^  r^ad  have.  P.  167, 
1.  2,  read  SLnd  endeavoured.  P.  227,  L26,  rrtt^O^ober,  P.  295;^ 
1. 1 1  >  read  ;he  Qri|iflx  admiraltt  f.  3064  k  (  i|  read  diitance  frojca. 
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1 78^- death.  When  the  ground  wilt  adnnit  of  it,  and  the  iicaf 
approach  to  the  cnenny  renders  it  neceffary,  the  army 
will  (when  ordered)  march  in  columns.  The  artillery- 
at  the  head  of  their  refpeftive  brigades,  and  the  baggage 
in  the  rear.  The  guard  of  the  heavy  baggage  will  he 
compofed  of  the  remaining  officers  and  foldiers  of  the 
artillery,  one  captain,  two  fubalterns,  four  fergeantSy 
one  drum  and  fixty  rank  and  file  5  and  no  perfon  what^ 
ever  is  to  prefume  to  fend  any  other  foldier  upon  that 
fervicc.  All  bat-men,  waiters,  &c.  who  arc  foldiers 
taken  from  the  line,  are  forthwith  to  join  their  regiments, 
and  aft  with  their  matters  while  they  are  Upon  doty— 
The  tents  of  the  whole  army  to  be  ftruck  at  tattoo." 

When  the  deputy  adjutant  general  received  thefe  or- 
dtrsy  he  Ihowcd  Gates  an  abftraft  of  the  field  returns 
of  the  different  corps,^  which  he  had  juft  been  digefting* 
into  a  general  return.  From  thence  it  appeared,  that 
the  whole  American  army,  officers  included,  amounted 
only  to  3663  (exclufive  of  the  troops  detached  w  coL 
Sumpter)  befide  coL  Porterfield's  and  major  Armftrong'S' 
light  infantry,  amounting  to  250,  and  col.  Armand^s 
legion  to  lao,  altogether  370,  and  a  few  volunteer 
cavalry.  There  were  about  900  continental  infantry^ 
rank  and  file^  and.  70  cay  airy.  This  force  was  inferior 
,  to  what  the  general  imagined :  his  plan  however  was 
adopted,  and  he  thought  it  too  late  ta  retreat.  The 
army  marched  about  ten  at  night,  and  had  proceeded 
to  within  half  a  mile  of  Sander's  creek,  about  half  way 
to  Camden,  when  a  firing  commenced  in  fixMit. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  unknown  to  gen.  Gates,  arrived 
the  day  before  at  Camden.  His  inferior  force,  cenfifting 
of  about  1700  infantry  and  300  cavalry,  would,  have 
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«7^  fedual.  Lieut.  coL  Tarletoii-s  legion  charged  them  as 
they  broke^  and  purfued  them  as  they  were  fleeing,* 
Without  havuig  it  in  their  power  to  defend  theoxfelveaj^ 
they  fell  in  great  numbers  under  the  legionary  fabres.  . 
General  Gates  was  borne  off  the  field ,  by  a  torrent  rf 
difmayed  militia.  They  conftituted  fo  great  a  part  of 
his  army>  that  when  he  faw  them  break  and  flee  with 
foch  precipitation,  he  loft  every  hope  of  vidcny ;  and 
his  only  care  was,  if  poflible,  to  rally  a  fuffici^nt  nuou? 
ber,  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  regular  troops  i  he  rc^ 
tired  with  gen.  Cafwell  to  Clermont,  in  hope  of  halting 
them  at  their  late  encampment.  But  the  further  they 
fled,  the  more  they  difperfed,  and,  the  geberals  ^viog 
up  all  as  loft,  retired  with  a'  very  few  attendants  to 
Charlotte.  On  their  retreat,  an  officer  from  coL  Sump^ 
^  ter  overtook  them,  and  reported  to  Gates,  that » the 
colonel  had  fucceeded  fully  in  his  enterprife  the  evenii^ 
before  againft  the  enemy's  poft  on  the  Wateree.^  had 
reduced  die  redoubt  and  captured  the  guard ;  and  ha4 
•intercepted  the  efcort  with  the  ftores,  which  were. all 
taken,  with  about  40  waggons  and  upward  of  ioq  prn 
foners.  Gates  however  could  take  no  advantage  of  this 
fuccefs  :  the  enemy  were  at  his  heelsj  and  his  vidoriouf 
friends  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  a  river  too  diftant  to  form 
a  junction  in  time  to  prevent  his  fate. 

.Moft  of  the  Virginia  militia  returned  taHilUb(HX>ti^ 
by  the  route  they  came  to  camp ;  and  gen.  Stevens 
found  means  to  ftop  a  ponfiderabb  number  at  that  place: 
but  the  term  for  which  they  had  taken  the  field  being 
nearly  expired,  all. who  had  not  deferted  were  foon  after- 
ward difcharged.  The  North  Carolinians  fled  diflfcroat 
ways,  as  their  hope$  led  or  their  fears  drove  thenni  aod 
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17^0.  Rutherford  furrcndered  to  a  party  of  the  Britifh  legion, 
AH  the  other  general  officers  efcaped;  but  were  iepa^^ 
rated  from  their  relpeftive  commands,  and  obliged  to 
flee  with  precipitation.     Every  corps  was  broken^  and 
difperfed  through  the  woods.     The  bogs  and   bruiht 
which  in  a  degree  fcreened  them  from  the  fury  of  their 
»foes,  laid  them  under  the  neceffity  of  feparating  from 
each  other.     Major  Anderfon  of  the  3d  Maryland  rcgi* 
ment,   was  the  only  infailtry  officer,   whofe  efforts  to 
(   lally  the  men,  after  the  total  rout,  were  in  any  degree 
!   .effeftual.    A  few  individuals  of  feveral  companies  joined 
him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  field,  and  others  added 
to  that  fmall  number  by  falling  Into  his  ranks  on  th? 
inarch.     The  removal  of  the  heavy  baggage  to  Wax-» 
haws  was  delayed  till  the  morning  of  the  afbion,  con^ 
trary  to  Gates's  cxprefs  orders  the  day  preceding :  ib 
that  the  greateft  part,  together  with  all  that  follow^  .tha 
army,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  was  pltui* 
dcred  in  the  route  by  thofc  who  went  off  early,  -and 
could  take  time  for  fuch  bafenels.    A  general  transfer 
of  property  took  place:  even  that  which  efcaped  the 
foe  fell  not  again  into  the  hands  of  the  right  owners^ 
except  fome  fmall  part  of  the  officers  baggage,  which 
was  recovered  at  Charlotte.     The  baggage  waggons  in- 
deed of  gen.  Gates  and  baron  de  Kalb,  being  furnifhed 
vdth  ftout  horfes  and  clever  drivers,   who  underftood 
their  bufinefs  and  knew  the  roads,  were  fully  prdcrved. 
All  the  baron's  baggage  and  papers  were  faved :  as  were  ^ 
Gates's,  and  every  paper  and  private  letter  of  aU  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  his  family.     The  purfuit  mui 
rapid  for  more  than  twenty  miles;  and  fo  great  was  the 

difmay  of  the  retreadng  troops  (the  aies  of  the  «Mr* 
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17^0.  Rutherford  furrcndered  to  a  party  of  the  Britifli  legion, 
AH  the  other  general  officers  cfcapcd ;  but  were  iepa;^ 
rated  from  their  refpeftive  commands,  and  obliged  to 
flee  with  precipitation.    Every  corps  was  broken^  an4 
difperfed  through  the  woods.     The  bogs  and   bru/h^ 
which  in  a  degree  fcreened  them  from  the  fury  of  their 
vfoes,  laid  them  under  the  neceflity  of  feparating  fi-om 
»   each  other.     Major  Anderfon  of  the  3d  Maryland  rcgi* 
/   ment,   was  the  only  infailtry  officer,   whofe  eSbrts  to 
/   rally  the  men,  after  the  total  rout,  were  in  any  degree 
I   effe&ual.    A  few  individuals  of  feveral  companies  joine4 
him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  iield,  and  others  added 
to  that  fmall  number  by  falling  Into  his  ranks  on  the 
inarch.     The  removal  of  the  heavy  baggage  to  Wax^. 
haws  was  delayed  till  the  morning  of  the  aftjon^  con- 
trary to  Gates's  exprefe  orders  the  day  preceding :  ib 
that  the  greateft  part,  together  with  all  that  followed  .thf 
army,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  was  plun« 
dcred  in  the  route  by  thofc  who  went  off  early,  -and 
could  take  time  for  fuch  bafenefsl    A  general  crans&f 
of  property  took  place:  even  that  which  eicaped  th? 
foe  fell  not  again  mto  the  hands  of  the  right  owners, 
except  fome  fmall  part  of  the  officers  baggage,  which 
was  recovered  at  Charlotte.     The  baggage  waggons  in- 
deed of  gen.  Gates  and  baron  de  Kalb,  being  fumiflied 
with  ftout  horfes  and  clever  drivers,   who  underftood 
their  bufinefs  and  knew  the  roads,  were  folly  prcferved. 
All  the  baron's  baggage  and  papers  were  faved :  as  wera  ^ 
Gates's,  and  every  paper  and  private  letter  of  all  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  his  family.     The  purfuit  w«« 
rapid  for  more  than  twenty  miles ;.  and  fo  great  was  the 

difmay  of  the  retreating  troops  (the  cries  of  die  lywr* 
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17^0.  Rutherford  furrcndered  to  a  party  of  the  Britifli  legion* 
All  the  other  general  officers  efcaped;  but  were  iepa^ 
rated  from  their  refpeftive  commands,  and  obliged  to 
flee  with  precipitation.     Every  corps  was  broken^  ati4 
difperfed  through  the  woods.     The  bogs  and   bruiht 
which  in  a  degree  fcreened  them  from  the  fiiry  of  their 
vfoes,  laid  them  under  the  neceflity  of  feparating  from 
I   each  other.     Major  Anderfon  of  the  3d  Maryland  regi* 
I   ment,   was  the  only  infahtry  officer,   whofe  efforts  to 
/   rally  the  men,  after  the  total  rout,  were  in  any  degree 
I   .effedual.    A  few  individuals  of  feveral  companies  joined 
him  at  fome  diftance  from  the  field,  and  others  added 
to  that  fnoall  number  by  falling  Into  his  ranks  bn  the 
march.     The  removal  of  the  heavy  baggage  tQ  Wax, 
haws  was  delayed  till  the  morning  of  the  aftjon,  con- 
trary to  Gates's  cxprels  orders  the  day  preceding :  jb 
that  the  greateft  part,  together  with  all  that  followed  .th« 
army,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  or  was  plun- 
dered in  the  route  by  thofe  who  went  off  early,  .ancj 
could  take  time  for  fuch  bafencfsl    A  general  transfer 
of  property  took  place:  even  that  which  efcaped  the 
foe  fell  not  again  into  the  hands  of  the  right  owners, 
except  fome  fmall  part  of  the  officers  baggage,  which 
was  recovered  at  Charlotte.     The  baggage  waggons  in- 
deed of  gen.  Gates  and  baron  de  Kalb,  being  furniftied 
with  ftout  horfes  and  cldver  drivers,   who  underftood 
their  bufinefs  and  knew  the  roads,  were  folly  prefervcd. 
All  the  baron's  baggage  and  papers  were  faved :  as  were  ^ 
Gates's,  and  every  paper  and  private  letter  of  aU  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  his  family.     The  purfuit  wa^ 
rapid  for  more  than  twenty  miles ;.  and  fo  great  was  the 
difmay  of  the  retreating  troops  (the  cries  of  the  yiiir-* 
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1780.  wounded  on  the  field  of  batde :  owing  to  their  making 
no  ftand,  and  being  firft  in  flight,  but  few  of  them  were 
captivated.     From  the  abftraft  of  muftcr  and  inlpec- 
tion,  taken  at  Hillfborough  Oftober  the  ifl:,  it  appear^ 
that  exclufive  of  baron  de  Kalb  and  gen.  Rutherford^ 
the  numbers  of  killed,  captured  and  miffing,  in  the  ac- 
tions of  the  16th  and  i8th,  were  4  lieutenant  colonels, 
3  majors,  14  captains,  4  captain  lieutenants/  16  lieute- 
nants, 3  enfigns,  4  ftafF,   78  fubalterns,  and  604  rank 
and  file.     The  impoffibility  of  accounting  with  certainty 
for  thofe  who  fell  in  battle,  and  thofe  who  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  obliged  the  officers  to  make  many 
miffing,  who  were  probably  killed,  or  prifoiiers.  Though 
Cornwallis's  victory  was  complete,  yet  frorfi  the  accounts 
which  the  Britilh  gave  of  the  aftion,  it  may  be  inferred 
that  it  was  dearly  bought.     Gates  apprehended  early  in 
September,  that  he  had  eflabliflied  it  as  a  certain  fait, 
that  more  than  500  of  their  old  troops  were  killed  and 
wounded. 
Aug.      On  the  17th  and  i8th  of  Auguft,  brigadiers  Small- 
li*    wood  and  Gift,  with  feveral  other  officers,,  arrived  at 
Charlotte  (full  80  miles  from  the  place  of  aftion)  where 
upward  of  a  hundred  regular  infantry,  col.  Armahd's 
cavalry,  and  a  major  Davie's  fmall  partizan  corps  of  horie 
from  the  Waxhaw  fettlement  had   collefted.    Small- 
wood  had  been  feparated  from  the  firft  Maryland  -bri- 
gade,  after  the  men  had  been  engaged  a  while,  by  the 
'    interpofal  of  the  enemy ;  and  finding  it  impra6ticable  to 
fcjoin  them,  as  well  as  apprehending  they  muft  be  over- 
powered  and  could  not  retreat, .  rode  off  for  perfbnal 
fafety.     The  little  provifion  which  the  troops  met  with 
at  Charlotte,  proved  a  moft  feafonablercfreflimcnt.  The 
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much  difficulty  he  got  a  tewot  his  corps  to  make  a  Ihort 
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1780*  was  no  (lore  of  proyiQons  in  the  town,  which  was  open 
on  all  fides,  and  no  more  defenfible  than  a  plain.  There 
was  nothing  to  oppofc  or  impede  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  for  the  Wateree  was  fordable.  In  fa(^  therd 
were  reafons  fufficient  to  apprehend  that  the  wretched 
remnant  of  an  unfortunate  army  might  be  cut  to  pieces 
before  night.  The  officers  therefore  wcfr^  generally  of 
opinion,  that  no  time  fhould  be  loft  in  making  a  retreat 
toward  Salifbury ;  and  the  whole  were  prepared  to  march 
at  the  moment  when  gen.  Smallwood,  who  quartered  at 
a  fmall  diflance  from  the  town,  came  to  take  the  com^ 
mand.  Coh  Williams,  the  deputy  adjutant  general,  ind 
one  of  the  brigade  majors,  took  the  route  toward  Cam^ 
den,  to  direft  thofe  coming  that  road  to  file  off  fc^  Sa-* 
lifbury,  as  alfo  to  get  further  intelligence  of  the  enemy^ 
The  neceflfarV  information  was  fent  by  cxprefs  to  majof 
Anderfon.  The  troops  were  folbwed  by  a  number  of* 
whig  families,  and  the  whole  tribe  of  the  Catawba  In- 
dians, in  number  about  300,  of  which  there  were  abotnf 
60  warriors.  There  was  greater  plenty  of  provifions  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  than  in  that  through  which  ihtf 
army  had  advanced.  The  troops  fupplied  themfelres  un- 
der the  direftion  of  the  officers,  there  being  no  maga-^ 
zines.  In  fuch  circumflances  a  flrift  regularity  cotrld 
not  be  preferved,  and  the  inhabitants  necelTarily  felt- the 
cfFcfts  of  the  general  diflrefs. 

A  minute  reprefentation  of  the  retreat  from  Charlotte 
to  Salifbury,  would  be  the  image  of  complicated  wretch- 
ednefs.  Care,  anxiety,  pain,  humiliation  and  dejeftic^iy 
poverty,  hurry  and  confufion,  promifcuoufly  marked 
the  fhocking  fcene.  Painful  objefts  prefented  themiclvcs 
to  view — feveral  men  without  an  arm— Ibmc  with  but 
3    •  one 
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ijRo.j.al  declined  the  honor  of  the  invitation,  confidering  the 
feeblenefs  of  his  force,  that  the  men  were  worn  dpwn  with 
fatigue  and  fafting,  were  deftitute  of  ail  neceffaries,  and 
therefore  inadequate  to  the  needful  affiftance,  in  cafe 
the  Britifli  (hould  advance.  He  fent  alfo  the  particular 
.  friend  of  major  Anderfon  to  haften  his  departure  from 
Charlotte,  and  to  conduit  him  to  Salifbufy,  where  he 
continued  with  the  effeftive  foldiers  who  had  joined  him 
from  time  to  time*  After  the  major's  arrival  at  Salif- 
bury,  Smallwood  received  an  order  from  Gates  to  ad- 
vance toward  Hillfborough,  which  order  h€  had  antici- 
pated by  having  crofled  the  river  before  he  received  it* 
The  troops  were  halted  for  a  day  or  two  at  Guildford 
court-houfe,  and  then  upon  frefli  orders  from  Gates 
marched  on  to  Hillfborough,  where  they  arrived  the  6th 
of  September..  A  few  officers  and  men  had  arrived 
there  before  by  a  different  route  *. 
I  Lord  Cornwallis^  notwithflanding  the  completenefs 
j  of  his  viftoiy,  was  reflrained  for  fome  time  from  pur- 
fuing  his  conquefts,  through  the  lofs  he  had  fuflaincd  in 
the  battle^  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fickli- 
nefs  of  the  fe^pn,  and  -the  want ,  of  necefTary  fupplies ; 
he  therefore  lenaained  at  Camden.  But  he  difpacched 
proper -people,  tQ  Nprth  Carolina  the  day  after  the  adion, 
with  directions  to  the  royaljfts  yo  take  arms  and  allemble 
immediately;  and  promifcd  to  march  without  lofs  of 
time  to  their  fupport.  Till  he  could  advance  toward 
that  flate,  his  attention  was  engaged  in  adopting  mea- 
fures  to  crufh  all  future  oppofition  to  the  royal  govern- 

*  In  cojiipiling  the  above  narrative  from  July  the  28th,  iccourfe 
has  been  had  to  a  detail  of  fafts  written  by  the  deputy  adjutant  general^ 
col.  Otho  'H.  Williams. 
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^Tf^fluencc,  had  continual  firm  to  the  caufe  of  indctJen- 
/  dence  :  though  reftrained  by  their  paroles  from  doing 
any  thing  injurious  to  the  inrereft  of  his  Britannic  ma- 
jcfty,  yet  by  their  fiknt  example  they  had  induced  many 
to  decline  exchanging  their  paroles  as  priibners,  for  the 
protec:ion  and  privileges  of  Britifli  fubjeds.  To  re- 
move every  bias  of  this  kind,  and  to  enforce  a  general 
fubmiflTion  to  royal  government,  lord  Cornwallis  gave 
orders  to  fend  out  of  the  ftate  a  number  of  fuch  prin- 
cipal perfons,  prifoners  on  parole  in  Charleftown.     On 

Aug.  the  ayth  of  Auguft,  Chriftopher  Gadfden  elij;  the  lieu- 
tenant governor,  mod  of  the  civil  and  militia  officers, 
and  feme  others  of  the  hearty  friends  of  America,  were 
taken  early  in  the  morning  out  of  -their  houfes  and  beds 
by  armed  parties,  and  brought  to  the  exchange,  froni 
whence  when  collefted  together,  they  were  removed  on 
board  the  Sandwich  guardfcip,  and  from  thence  tranf* 
ported  in  a  few  days  to  St.  Augufline.  The  manner 
in  which  tfie  order  was  executed,  was  not  lefs  painful 
to  the  feelings  of  gentlemen^  than  the  order  itfelf  was 
injurious  to  fhe*  rigiits  of  prifoners,  entitled  to  the  be- 
nefits of  a  capitulation.  Guards  were  left  at  their  re- 
Ipeftive  houfesf.  '-  The  private  papers  of  fomc  were  exa- 
mined. Reports  were  imnnediately  circulated  to  their 
difadvantage,  and  every  circumftance  managed  fb  as  to 
induce  a  general  belief,  that  they  were  all  apprehended 
for  violating  their  paroles,  and  for  concerting  a  fcheme 
for  burning  the  town,  and  maflacreing  the  loyal  {utjedb. 
On  the  very  day  of  their  confinement,  they  remonftrated 
to  lieut.  col.- Balfour,  the  commandant  of  Charleftown^ 
ftflertiiig  their  innocence,  and  challenging  their  accufers 
to  appear  face  to  face^  with  their  charges  againft  them.- 
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'784  favor  of  the  vanquifhcd  The  fufFering  individuals 
I  might  juftly  complain  upon  the  occafion  5  but  congrcft 
I  could  not,  confidering  what  had  taken  place  with  regard 
/  to  the  convention  troops  under  gen.  Burgoyne.— 'See 

'  p.  45— 51- 
^*      On  die  1 6th  of  September,  lord  Cornwallis  proceeded 

to  the  fequeftration  of  all  eftates  belonging  to  the  de- 
cided friends  of  American  independence.  In  the  .exe- 
cution of  this  bufinefs,  John  Cruden  elq;  was  appointed 
to  take  pofleflion  of  the  eftates  of  particular  pcrfons, 
defignated  in  warrants  iflued  by  his  lord  (hip  or  the  com- 
mandant of  Charlcftown.  Many  will  pronounce  this  fe- 
qiicftration  by  his  proclamation,  as  juftifiable  as  the  con- 
fifcation  of  real  and  perfonal  property  by  the  fevcral 
American  ftates,  upon  the  recommendation  of  congrefs 
in  1777, 

The  numbers  of  real  royalifts,  together  with  the  oc- 
cafional  ones  who  joined  the  train  of  the  conqueror, 
bore  fo  large  a  proportion  to  the  remaining  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina,  that  lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  (iipe-. 
riority  in  arms,  might  realbnably  expeft,  that  the  pa- 
trons of  American  independence  would  be  utterly  inca- 
pable of  giving  him  furth^er  trouble  in  that  ftate  :  but 
events  were  different,  CoL  Mariop  had  retired  from 
Charkftown  during  the  fiege,  his  leg  being  frafturcd, 
which  difabied  him  from  commanding  his  regiment. 
After  the  furrender  of  the  capital,  he  retreated  to  North 
Carolina.  He  was  promoted  by  gov.  Rudedge  to  the 
rank  of  brigadier  general,  about  the  time  that  Sumptcr 
was  honored  in  like  manner ;  which  was  foon  after  the 
latter  had  penetrated  into  South  Carolina,  and  recom- 
menced a  military  oppofidon  to  Britiih  goveramcnt^ 
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178Q,  prifoncrs  taken  are  men  of  fortune  and  family,  which  I 
hope  will  check  the  militia  from  taking  arms  againft  us. 
Capt.  Murphy's  party  have  burnt  a  great  number"  of 
houfcs  on  little  Peedee,  and  intend  to  go  on  in  that  abo- 
minable work,  which  I  am  apprehenfive  may  be  laid  to 
me ;  but  I  affure  you,  that  there  is  not  one  houfe  burnt 
by  my  orders,  or  by  any  of  my  people :  it  is  what  I 
deteft,  to  diftrefs  poor  women  and  children.*'  The  man- 
ner of  Marion's  exprefling  himfelf,  points  out  Murphy 
for  an  anti-royalift.  Many  of  the  profefled  whigs  dis- 
graced themfelves, ,  by  the  burnings,  plunderings-  and 
cruelties,  that  they  praftifed  in  their  turn  upon  the  roy- 
alifts.  They  changed  fides  at  times,  as  appears  by  Ma- 
rion's letter  of  0<itober  the  i8th— -"  I  have  never  yet 
hadcmore  than  feventy  men  to  a£t  with  me,  and  ibme- 
times  they  leave  me  to  20  or  30.  Many  who  had  fought 
with  me,  I  am  obliged  to  fight  againft."  He  wrote  to 
Gates  ^^  Nov.  the  4th.  I  crofled  Peedee  the  24th  of  0£t. 
the  next  night  came  up  with  two  hundred  men  under  coL 
Tyne,  whom  I  furprifed:  killed  6,  wounded  14,  and 
took  prifoners  23,  and  got  80  horfes  and  faddles,  and 
HS  many  ftand  of  arms.  The  colonel  made  his  efcape  3 
but,  fending  a  party  to  the  High  Hills  of  Santee,  he  fell 
into  our  hands,  with  feveral  other  prifoners,  and  ibiiiQ 
who  have  been  very  active  againft  us  and  great  plun* 
derers.  The  militia  are  now  turning  out,  better  thaa 
they  have  done.  At  prefent  I  have  upward  of  200,  and 
exped  that  in  three  or  four  days  it  will  be  double.'* 
^^  Black  river,  Nov.  the  9th.  Col.Tarleton  [with  his  corps] 
has  burpt  all  the  houfes,  and  deftroyed  all  the  cotn,  from 
Camdeu  dowp  to  Nelfon's  ferry :  has  behaved  to  the 
poor  woiTiea  with  great .  barbarity  -,  beat  Mrs.  Richards 
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f^^•     Oppofition  to  royal  government  cannot  be  laid  to 
have  been,  at  any  time,  altogether  extinft  in  the  extre- 
mities of  South  Carolina.     The  inhabitants  of  a.  part 
of  the  ftate  called  the  New  Acquifition,   never  were 
paroled  as  prifoners,    nor  did  they  take  protedlion  as 
fobjefts,     A  confiderable  part  of  Sumpter's  men,  after 
their  difperfion  on  the  i8th  of  Auguft,  repaired  to  that 
fettlement,  and  generally  kept  in  fmall  parties  for  their 
own  defence.     Some  of  them  joined  major  Davie  at  the 
head  of  about  fifty  volunteers,  who  had  equipped  them- 
felves  as  dragoons,  and  was  the  only  American  corps 
which  at  that  time  had  not  been  beaten  or  dilperled. 
Let  us  now  repair  to  HillflDorough. 

General  Gates  feeing  the  wretched  relics  of  his  unfbr* 
tunate  continental  army  deftitute  of  every  thing,  did  aU 
that  was  poffible  to  procure  them  provifions  and  cldthing. 
He  ufed  the  moft  preffing  felicitations  to  gov.  Na(h  and 
the  affembly  of  North  Carolina.  They  being  prefcnt, 
faw  and  lamented  the  haplefs  fate  of  thofe  brave  men, 
who  had  been  deferted  in  danger  by  the  people  they 
meant  to  proteft.  Humanity,  gratitude,  policy  and 
felf-defence,  diftated  the  moft  vigorous  exertions.  Such 
were  the  exigencies  of  the  whig  party,  that  every  man 
felt  and  fubmitted  to  the  neceffity  of  ^ving  all  his 
affiftance,  as  well  on  the  prefent  occafion,  as  to  provide 
againft  contingent  misfortunes.  The  legiflature  there* 
fore  unaninrtoufly  concurred  in  the  meafure  of  taking 
arms,  ammunition  and  clothing,  wherever  to  be  found 
in  the  ftate,  on  the  credit  of  the  ftate :  for  paper  money 
had  fcarce  any  value,  and  they  had  no  other.  They 
alfo  ordered,  that  a  clafs  of  their  militia  fhould  bo 
draughted,  and  march  immediately  toward  Salifbury^ 
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1780.  and  at  the   fame  time  a  due  fubordination  prevailed' 
throughout  the  line.     Col.  Buford  having  recruited  his 
regiment,  (which  had  been  fo  cruelly  -handled  by  Tarle- 
ton's  legion)  to  about  200  men,  arrived  from  Virginia 
on  the  1 6th  of  September  :  but  they  were  badly  vmed, 
and  almoft  deftitute  of  clothing.     Near  the  lame  time, 
^^^   fixty  Virginia  militia  arrived  j  as  did  about  fifty  of  Por- 
18.     terfield's  light  infantry  on  the  i8th:  thefe  joined  Bu- 
fbrd's  corps.     The  regiments  commanded  by  him  and 
Williams  were  formed  into  one  brigade  by  general  or- 
ders,  and  the  command  given  to  gen.  Smallwood.        > 
Early  in  September  col.  Clark  coUefted  a  number  of 
Americans,    and  marched  through  the  upper  parts  of 
South  Carolina  on  his  way  to  Georgia.     A  few  joined 
him  in  Ninety  Six,  but  the  more  prudent  difcouragcd 
him  from  his  ill-timed  enterprife.     He  however  profe- 
cuted  his  defign;  and  by  the  14th  arrived  at  Augufla 
with  about  500  men.  He  foon  engaged  lieut.  col.  Brown 
the  commandant;  who  with  his  fmall  garrifon  and  a 
few  Indians,  defended  himfelf  bravely,  till  he  got  pof- 
feffion  of  the  Garden  hill :  then  the  aftion  became  warm 
for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  when  the :  Americans 
gave  way,  on  which  he  took  poft  at  the  houfesi     At  cme 
the  next  day  about  50  Cherokee  Indians  fhowed  them- 
felves  on  the  oppofite  hill,  and  got  into  the  garrifon ; 
and  as  foon  as  they  were  furnilhed  with  arms  and  am- 
munition,   the  Americans'  were  difcovcred  advancing. 
A  warm  engagement  followed  foon  after,  and  continued 
till  night.     Clark  afterward  fummoned  Brown  to  furrcn- 
der,  and  received  for  anfwer,  "  I  ftiall  do  my  duty  as 
an  officer  by  defending  myfcif  to  the  laft  extremity/* 
Brown  was  then  threatened  in  a  fecond  letter,  and  re- 
plied 
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»7^o*  militia  of  North  Carolina,   whom  the  Icgiflacure  had 
fubjefted  to  the  command  of  gen.  Smallwood« 

,  While  lord  Cornwallis  was  reftrained  fix)m  a£Hvc  opc- 
ri(lEms>   by  the  excefTive  heats  and  unhealthy  ieaibn 
which  followed  his  viftory  at  Camden,  major  Fergufbn, 
of  the  7 1  ft  Britifti  regiment,    undertook  perfonally  to 
vifit  the  fetdemcnts  of  the  difafFefted  to  the  American 
caufe,  and  to  train  their  young  men  for  fervicc  in  the 
field.    With  thefe,  at  a  proper  feafon,  he  was  to  join  his 
lordfliip,   who  advanced  with  his  army  from  Camden 
to  Waxhaws  about  the  8th  of  September.     Fergufbn 
having  collefted  a  confiderable  body  of  troops,  princi- 
pally from  new  raifed  corps,  was  detached  by  way  of 
Burke's  court-houfe  to  manoeuvre  through  the  northern 
parts  of  South  Carolina,   and  to  join   Cornwallis   at 
Charlotte,  of  which  place  his  lordfliip  took  pofTefiibn 
on  the   26th  of  September;   but  not  without  being 
oppofed  on  his  route  by  the  North  and  South  Carolina 
militia.     Major  Davie  alfo,  with  his  volunteer  corps  of 
horfe,  which  ferved  the  militia  as  a  van  guard,  contri- 
buted confiderably  to  annoy  him  and  infult  his  power. 
Fergufbn  extended  his  route  into  Tryon  county  in  North 
Carolina,    and  by  proclamation   and  threats  induced 
many'  to  join  him.     He  had  under  him  a  confiderable 
proportion  of  thofe  licentious  people,  who,  having  col- 
leded  from  all  parts  of  America  into  thefe  remote  coun- 
tries, were  willing  to  take  the  opportunity  of  the  pre- 
vailing confufion  to  carry  on  their  ufual  depredations. 
As  they  marched,  they  plundered  the  whig  mhabitants. 
Violences  of   this  kind  frequendy  repeated,   induced 
many  perfons  to  confult  their  own  fafety  by  flying  be- 
yond the  mountains.    By  fuch  lively  reprefentations  of 

their 
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their  fufFerings,  as  the  diftreffed  are  alway  ready  to473o» 
give>  they  added  to  that  akrm  and  terror,  which  the 
total  rout  of  Gates's  army  had  fpread  through  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  North  Carolina.  The  people  conceii^lSft 
that  their  fecurity  depended  upon  their  taking  arms,  and 
keeping  the  AA^ar  as  far  from  home  as  poffible.  Fergufon 
was  tempted  to  ftay  near  to  the  weftem  mountains  longer 
than  neceflary,  under  the  hope  of  cutting  off  Clark  in 
his  retreat  from  Georgia.  This  delay  gave  an  oppor-?* 
tunity  for  the  junftion  of  feveral  corps  of  militia,  which 
proved  his  ruin.  Col.  Williams  of  Ninety  Six  purfued 
him  with  450  horfe.  The  inhabitants  about  the  weftern 
waters  (north  of  North  Carolina  and  weft  of  the  AUegha- 
ney  and  Virginia)  voluntarily  muftered  under  their 
refpeftive  colonels  in  the  different  quarters  where  they 
lived.  Being  all  mounted,  and  unencumbered  with. 
baggage,  their  motions  were  rapid.  Each  man  fet  out 
with  his  blanket,  knapfack  and  gun,  in  queft  of  major 
P'ergufon,  in  the  fame  manner  he  was  ufed  to  purfue 
the  wild  beafts  of  the  foreft.  At  night  the  earth  afforded 
them  a  bed,  and  the  heavens  a  covering :  the  running 
Itream  quenched  their  thirft,  while  a  few  cattle  driven 
in  their  rear,  together  with  the  fupplies  acquired  by  their 
guns,  fecured  them  provifion.  They  were  under  the 
command  of  colonels  Campbell,  Cleveland,  Shelby  and 
Sevier.  The  firft  junftion  of  thefe  mountaineers  waft 
accidental.  Williams  was  informed,  on  the  2d  of  Ofto- 
ber,  by  one  exprefs  from  Shelby,  that  1500  were  upon 
their  march,  and  by  another  from  Cleveland,  that  he 
was  within  ten  miles  with  800  mep.  When  they  had 
all  joined  near  Gilberts-town,  they  amounted  to  near 
3000.    They  foon  found.  out-Fergufpn's  encampoienti 

This 
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1780.  This  was  on  an  eminence  of  a  circular  bafe,  known  bf 
the  name  of  King's  Mountain,  fituated  near  the  con- 
fines of  North  and  South  Carolina.     It  being  apprc-t. 
hended,  that  Fergufon  was  haftening  his  march  down 
the:  country  to  join  Cornwallis,  the  Americans  felefted 
nine  hundred  and  ten  of  their  beft  men,  and  nnounted' 
them^  on  their  fleeteft  horfes.     With  this  force  they 
oa.  came  up  with  Fergulbn  on  the  7th  of  Oftoben     Some 
'•      difpute  had  arifen  about  the  right  of  command  ;  but  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  be  given  to  Canipbell.     The  en- 
terprife  however  was  conduced  without  regular  military 
fubordination,  under  the  direftion  of  Campbell,  Cleve- 
land, Shelby,  Sevier  and  Williams,  each  of  whom  re- 
Ipeftively  led  on  his  own  men.     As  they  approached' 
the  royal  encampment,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  their 
force.     Some  afcended  the  mountain,  while  others  -went 
round  its  bafe  in  oppofite  direftions.     Cleveland,  in  his 
progrefs  round  with  one  of  the  detachments,  difcovercd 
an  advanced  picquet  of  the  royal  troops.     On  this  oc-' 
cafion  he  addreffed  his  men  in-  the  following  language— 
^*  My  brave  fellows,  we  have  beat  the  tories,  and  we 
can  beat  them.     They  are  all  cowards.     If  they  had 
the  fpirit  of  men,    they  would  join  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  in  fupporting  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try.    When  engaged,  you  are  not  to  wait  for  the  word 
df  command  from  me.     I  will  (how  you  by  my  exam- 
;      pie  how  to  fight-     I  can  undertake  no  more.     Every 
'      man  muft  confider  himfelf  as  an  officer,  and  a6t  from 
his  own  judgment.     Fire  as  quick  a^  you  can,  and  (land 
your  ground  as  long  as  you  can.     When  you  can-do 
no  better,  get  behind  trees  or  retreat ;  but  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  run  quite  off.    If  we  are  repulfed,  let  us  make. 
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1780.  This  was  on  an  eminence  of  a  circular  bafe,  known  bf 
the  name  of  King's  Mountain,  fituated  near  the  con- 
fines of  North  and  South  Carolina.  It  being  appre- 
hended, that  Fergnfon  was  haftening  his  march  dovm 
the  country  to  join  Cornwallis,  the  Americans  felefted 
nine  hundred  and  ten  of  their  beft  men,  and  mounted' 
them  on  their  flcctcft  horfes.  With  this  force  they 
Oa.  came  up  with  Fcrgufon  on  the  7th  of  Oftober.  Some 
7*  difpute  had  arifen  about  the  right  of  command  ;  but  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  be  given  to  Campbell,  The  en- 
tcrprife  however  was  conduced  without  regular  military 
fulx)rdiiiat!on,  under  the  direftbn  of  Campbell,  Cleve- 
land, Shelby,  Sevier  and  Williams,  each  of  whom  re- 
fpoftivcly  led  on  his  own  men.  As  they  approached 
the  royal  encampment,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  their 
Ibrce.  Some  afcended  the  moiMitain,  while  others  -went 
roiuid  its  bafe  in  oppofite  directions.  Cleveland,  in  his 
pro{>;rel's  round  with  one  of  the  detachments,  difcovercd 
an  :idvr?iccd  picquet  of  the  royal  troops.  Gn  this  oc-^ 
cafion  he  addreifed  his  men  in  the  following  language— 
**  My  brave  fellows,  we  have  beat  the  tories,  and  we 
can  beat  them.  They  are  all  cowards.  If  they  had 
the  fpirit  of  men,  they  would  join  with  their  fellow 
citizens,  in  fupporting  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
trv.  When  encjai2;ed,  vou  arc  not  to  wait  for  the  word 
rf  comn^and  from  me.  I  will  ihow  you  by  my  exam- 
ple how  to  fight.  I  can  undertake  no  more.  Every 
man  mull  conlidcr  hinifelf  as  an  officer,  and  aft  from 
his  own  iiKl«:ment.  Fire  as  quick  a^  vou  can,  and  ftand 
your  gnnind  as  long  as  you  can.  When  you  can^do 
no  bettor,  get  behind  trees  or  retreat ;  but  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  run  quite  olf.    If  we  are  repulied,  let  us  make. 
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1780.  This  was  on  an  eminence  of  a  circular  bafe,  known  bf 
the  name  of  King's  Mountain,  fituated  near  the  con- 
fines of  North  and  South  Carolina.     It  being  apprc-. 
hended,  that  Fergnfon  was  haftening  his  march  down 
the:  country  to  join  Cornwallis,  the  Americans  felefted 
nine  hundred  and  ten  of  their  beft  men,  and  mounted' 
them'  on  their  fleeteft  horfes.     With  this  force  they 
oa.  came  up  with  Fergufbn  on  the  7th  of  Oftober,     Some 
7*      difpute  had  arifen  about  the  right  of  command  ;  but  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  be  given  to  Campbell.     The  en-* 
terprife  however  was  condufted  without  regular  military 
fubordination,  under  the  direftion  of  Campbell,  Cleve- 
land, Shelby,  Sevier  and  Williams,  each  of  whom  re- 
fpeftively  led  on  his  own  men.     As  they  approached 
the  royal  encampment,  it  was  agreed  to  divide  their 
force.     Some  afcended  tlie  mountain,  while  others  went 
round  its  bafe  in  oppofite  direftions.     Cleveland,  in  his 
progrefs  round  with  one  of  the  detachments,  difcovercd 
an  advr.nced  picquet  of  the  royal  troops.     On  this  oc-' 
cafion  he  addrelTed  his  men  in-  the  following  language— 
*^  My  brave  fellows,  we  have  beat  the  tories,  and  we 
can  beat  them.     They  are  all  cowards.     If  they  had 
the  fpirit  of  men,    they  would  join  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  in  fupporting  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try.    When  engaged,  you  are  not  to  wait  for  the  word 
df  command  from  me.     I  will  fhow  you  by  my  exam-* 
pie  how  to  fight.     I  can  undertake  no  more.     Every 
man  muft  confider  himfelf  as  an  officer,  and  aft  from 
his  own  judgment.     Fire  as  quick  a§  you  can,  and  ftand 
your  ground  as  long  as  you  can.     When  you  can-do 
no  better,  get  behind  trees  or  retreat  j  but  I  beg  of  you 
not  to  run  quite  off;    If  we  are  repulfed,  let  us  make.. 
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7  780.  friendly  letter  fnqm  the  prcfidcrit  6f  later  dat»  t*aan  tlii^fe 

which  brought  the   information.      This  treatnncnt  by 

congrefs  was  neither  liberal,  nor  candid.     S\nd  yet  fevne 

i      as  it  feenn.ed  to  be,  both  in  the  manner  and  matter,  it 

was  not  the  moft  pairfqi  ftroke  that  the  qjifottuiiaist  ge- 

licral  had  to  fufFer  at  that  period.     His  friends  h^  cau* 

/      ^ibufly  kept  from  him  for  fome  time  the  knowted^  rf 

;       tht  death  of  his  fon-r-an  only  child,  an  amiable  youtk 

.pf  about  nineteen,  whofe  natural  genius,  imjproved  by 

-education,  promifed  fervice  to  his  country  and  honor  to 

■his  family.     Amid  the  general's  other  trials^  -this  caim 

Suddenly  upon  him.     He  bore  all  with  a  firmhcfi  duo: 

\     v^ovld  refleft  credit  on  the  moft  phiipfophic  tn^Rd  i  ^md 

\    iiotwithtlanding  the  indelicacy  with  which  hie  tboiigitt 

i    liimfclf  treated,  he  continued  to  do  all  he  could  to  pn^ 

\    mote  die  intercft  of  the  caufe  in  which  he  wk  lengoged* 

J    He  remained  at  H  iliiJborough  a  day  or  tJwo,  to  give  ao 

account  of  the  uneafures  he  had  taken  and  was  about  to 

take,  tx)  retrieve  the. kill  country;  theft  went  an  to  the 

,,.  camp  at  Salifbury,  where  he  arrived  tai  \he  iith  wit4| 

about  1 30  dragoons ;  and  ha:d  the  pleafure  of  hearing; 

yidiin  four  days  of  gen.  Sumptcr*s  fuccefs.    - 

Sumpter,  after  the  difperfion  of  his  force  011  Ae  t^A 
erf  Auguft,  coUcfted  a  corps  of  voluntfctr^,  and  received 
iixth  occafional  reinforcements,  as  enabled  hioi  to  keeto 
the  field,  though  diere  ^vas  no  continental  army  in  Sduth 
Carolina  for  dire^  months.  He  varied  his  polltioft  from 
time  to  linrie,  and  had  frequent  fkirtnifhes  widi  his  ad- 
ttrfarres.  Having  mounted  hfe  followers,  he  iiiR^fted 
1^  Biitifh,  beat  up  their  quarters:,  intercepted  *heir 
convoys,  and  fo  harafled  them  with  fucceffivc  althns^ 
tiiat  s^eir  movements  could  iiot  be  mfidt  bvtt  wkh  ^u-^ 

tip?» 
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I'flomoi  the  field.  The  general  occupied  die  hill  for  Icvenil 
hours ;  but  having  received  a  bad  wound,  and  knofwing 
that  the  Britiih  would  be  reinforced  the  next  mornings 
he  thought  it  hazardous  to  wait.  He  accordipgiy  re- 
tired,  and  takbg  his  wounded  men  with  hiaij  crofled 
the  Tyger.  His  lofs  was  very  finalL  The  wounded  of 
the  Britiih  detachment  were  left  to  hia  mercy.  The 
ftrifteil  humanity  was  exercifed  toward  them,  and  they 
were  fupplied  with  every  comfort  in  his  power  *.    . 

General  Gates  moved  his  head  quarters  to  Charlotte  i 
gen«  Small  wood  with  the  militia,  encamped  below  at 
Providence  on  the  way  to  Camden  s  and  the  lig^t  troops 
un^er  Morgan  (raifed  by  congrefs  the  i  Jth  of  OBxAxs 
to  the  rank  of  a  brigadier  general,  upon  the  repeated 
recommendation  of  Gates)  were  further  advanced  on 
thai  route.    Gates  ordered  huts  to  be  built  in  r^^idar 
encampment,  apprehending  that  the  winter  would  be; 
too  fevere  a  feafcm  for  military  operations  in  di^t  lati-r 
tude.    Such  was  th^  lituadon  of  the  ibudiem  army 
Dec»  when  gen.  Greene  arrived  at  Charlotte  the  2d  of  De-r 
^*      cember  i  and  delivered  to  Gates  the  firfi  official  infor-r 
mation  of  his  removal  from  the  commands— 4n  to  un^ 
ceremonious  a  manner  was  he  treated !     The  army  was 
I    furrendered  into  Greene's  hands  agreeable  to  t;he  orders 
I    of  congrefs,   in  the  following  term^  the   next  day—ir 
^^  Head  Quarters,  Charlotte,  3d  Dec  1780.    Parole 
Springfield-?->Counter-fign    Greene.     The    honcMrabte 
major  general  Greene,  who  arrived  yefterday  aftemooa 
in  Charlotte,  being  appointed  by  his  excellency  generaJl 
Wafhington,   with  the  approbation  of  the  honorable 

*  See  lieutenant  Mackenzie'^  StriAures  (m  lieut^  col^  Tadeton'l^ 
BJftoryt  g,  7i-:77.  ,  -.-...      ^   . 
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i^'Sbf  cbiircd,  rendered  a  fi^  ineligible*    Recdurle  v^  hwt 
CO  ftratagem.     He  advanced  his  cavalry  in  fuch  a  dir^ 
tion  as  to  ftiow  his  front  without  difcovering  his  rear« 
and  difthoundng  fonfic  oT  his  men,  planted  die  trtkhk 
of  a  pine  tree  upon  fomc  of  its  branches  fo  p^inttdlf 
like-  a  field  piece,  that  it  adhially  indnnidaced  dse-  gnmv 
fon.     A  corporal  of  dragoons  ^s  ordered  to  xidfc  tipi^* 
and  fummbn  the  commanding  officjcr,  lieut*  doL  iiugeu* 
/  fey,  to  furrendfer.     The  lucky  morfjcnt  was  feizcA  bn^ 
1    and  the  order  obeyed  with  confkiencc.     The  gsrriiQa- 
i    ^f  upward  ^f  one  hundred  oiEcers  and  foldors,  furfdn-- 
^rtA  at  difcretion  without  a  ftiot,.  and  the  ifcorks  m&t^ 
demoliflied.     This  favorable  incideftti  in  die  juni^urcr 
of  affairs  then  exiftlng,  through  the  little  fuperftttioli  tor 
vrinch  every  nrvan  is  fubjeft,  was  viewed  by  thd  'sarvnf 
as  an  6men  of  fuccefs  under  the  nes^  comniufiflbn.  . 

it  was  on  the  5th  of  Oftober,;  that  congreis  rtHAycd 
riiatthe  commander  in  chief  order  a  court  of  mqairjr 
t»  be  hrid  Oft  the  conduft  of  gen*  Gdtes^Mthmigh  uii^ 
accwfed    of  any    military  rrirae* .  This   refdv^  was 
grounded  on  a  hrmtr  refolve,  that  whoever  kft  a  poft 
&cuLd  be  ftibjedtd  a  court  of  inquiry^    Had  that !» 
folve  beer^,   tbAt  every  commaadiog  officer  wfao  does 
ftot  beat  the  enemy,  Ihall  be  recalled  and  fdbjirdcd  to 
a  court  of  inquiry,  whether  6r  no  any  crime  be  hid  ta 
his  charge,  Gat^s  might  have  fubmitted  to  his  £tts'wkh 
as  much  padence,  as  officers  who  furrendcr  a  fort  er  lofe 
a  ihip.     But  he  had  reafon  t»  eomplain,  that  congrdsi 
by  their  fpcciai  refolve  b{  the  5th|  iioomcd  hiiri  tb  tsein* 
pcrary  difefteem  and  lofs  of  (Dorifidfence.     Gen.  Wafii-^ 
ington  was   ordered  to  appoiw  another  officer,  to  thi 
command  of  the  fouthero  army.    Q^  tbe  ifh  iie  r^ 
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f7«o*  in  office.  The  charges  were  tranfmittcd  to  the  fcorxr* 
mander  in  chief;  and  a  court  martial  enfucd*  When 
the  proceedings  of  the  latter  were  before  cbrigrirfs  in 
Auguft,  a  motion  was  made  to  infcrt  after  W.  Shipper; 
thefe  words—"  Excepting  that  part  of  the  fecond  charge 
relating  to  his  fpeculating  in  hofpital  ftores,  on  which 
the  court  judge  him  highly  reprehenfible"— it  was  re- 
jefted ;  and  it  was  refolved— «  That  the  court  martial 
having  acquitted  the  faid  Dr.  Shippen,  ordered  that  he 
be  difcharged  from,  arreft.*'  The  day  after  that  extra-s* 
ordinary  refblve  refpeding  gen.  Gates,  they  re-elefted 
the  doftor  direftor  general  of  the  hofpitaL  On  the  6th 
of  September  they  recommended  to  the  fcveral  ftates 
claiming  the  weftcrn  country,  to  pafs  fucK  laws,  and 
give  their  delegates  fuch  powers  as  might  effe£tually  irer 
move  the  only  obftacle  to  a  final  ratification  of  the  arti^i* 
cles  of  confederation ;  and  then  relblved,  **  that  the 
legiflature  of  Maryland  be  earneftly  requcfted  to  autho- 
rize their  delegates  in  congrefs  to  fubfcribe  the  artkks.** 
In  the  beginning  of  Oftober  they  refolvcd,  "  that  the 
unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  to  the  Unit^ 
States,  be  difpofed  of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  fettled  and  formed  into  diftinf): 
republican  ftates."  About  the  fame  time  they  pub- 
liibed,  that  the  1 1  th  and  1 2th  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  Fraace  were  expunged  and 
fuppreffed  the  ^ft  of  September,  1778,  ^eeable  to 
their  defire.  The  articles  annulled  were  as  follows— 
article  the  nth.  It  is  agreed  and  concluded,  that  there 
fliall  never  be  any  duty  impofed  on  the  exportation  of 
the  molaflcs  that  may  be  taken  by  the  fubje&s  of  any 
of  the  United  States,  from  the  iflands  of  Amenca^ 

which 
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ijgc.  congrefi  agreed,  that  the  officers  who  continued  in  the 
fcrvicc  to  the  end  of  the  war,  Ihould  be  ehoded  to  hjrf 
pay  during  life.     At  the  end  of  the  month  baron  Stctibctt 
was  ordered  to  repair  to  the  fouth'em  department;  aixl 
major  Lee's  corps  to  proceed  imn)ediatel]f  to  join^  thm 
iouthem  army.     A  few  days  after  they  promoted  A0 
major  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  coloneL     We  now-  turn 
to  view  the  fcenes  northward  of  Philadclphfiu 
^Q^^      General  Wafhington's  difficulties  continued.  H^wroto 
«o*    from  Orange-town  on  the  2odi  of  Auguft,  to  Jofeph 
Reed,  efq;  whofe  name  has  fo  often  occurred  in  diflfer* 
cnt  departments,  and  who  is  now  prefident  or  gov^-nor 
of  Pennfylvania— "  With  every  exertion,  I  can  feAredy 
keep  the  army  in  this  camp,  entirely  continental^  fed 
from  day  to  day.     *Tis  mortifying,  that  we  ihould  not 
at  this  advanced  period  of  the  campaign,  have  maga^ 
zines  of  provifion  for  even  one  half  of  the  men  nece& 
fary  for  our  intended  operations.     I  have  every  afiiirance 
from  the  French  land  and  fea  commanders>  that  the 
fecond  divifion  may,  without  fome  very  unexpeded  ac* 
cident,  be  daily  expefted.     Should  we,  upon  the  arrival 
of  this  reinforcement,  be  found  (after  all  our  prdmiies 
of  a  co-q3erating  force)    deficient  ih  men,  provifion^ 
and  every  other  eflcntial,  your  excellency  can  eafily  per* 
ceive  what  will  be  the  opinion  of  our  aHies,  and  of  att 
the  world,  and  what  will  be  the  confequcnces  in  the 
deranged  diftrafted  ftate  of  our  affairs."     In  another  dt 
the  fame  date  were  thefe  fentiments— *^  To  rtie  it-  wiH 
appear  miraculous  if  our  affairs  can  maintain  therhftlves 
rhuch  longer  in  their  prefent  train.     If'  eidier  Ac  triApefl* 
or  the  refources  of  the  country  will  hot  admit  of  ah 
alteration,  we  may  cxpedt  foon  to-  be  reduccti  to-  die 

6  humiliating 
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178a  and  admiral  Tcrnay  at  Hartford*  The  general  iwA 
the  reft  of  the  company  muftered  up  and  borrowed  all 
the  money  they  could^  in  order  to  pay  their  expences* 
They  could  procure  no  more  than  eight  thou&nd  paper 
;  dollars.  Such  was  the  fcarcity  even  of  that  depredated 
'  commodity  at  camp*  Before  they  quitted  the  New 
York  ftate,  they  had  expended  more  than  halT  their 
ftock ;  and  were  not  a  litde  pained  with  the  idea  of  their 
being  loon  incapable  of  difcharging  the  landbrd's  de- 
mand. They  put  on  a  good  countenance  when  in  Con-* 
nedicut;  called  for  what  they  wanted,  and  were  wcB 
fupplied :  but  the  thought  of  reckoning  with  their  hoft 
damped  their  pleafure.  However  to  their  great  joy, 
when  the  bills  were  called  for,  they  were  informed,  that 
the  governor  of  Connefticut  had  given  orders  that  they 
Ihould  pay  nothing  in  that  ftate,  but  Ihould  be  at  free 

^  ^  coft.     They  met  the  French  general  and  admiral  on 

21.  Thurfday  the  21ft  of  September  at  the  place  appcMntcd* 
Gen.  Walhington  in  his  conference  with  the  count,  ftated 
the  army,  in  the  quarter  he  commanded,  for  the  next 
campaign,  at  fifteen  thoufand  operative  condnerttal 
troops.  On  the  idea  of  15,^00,  a  memorial  widi  a 
plan  of  the  next  campaign  has  been  tranfhutted  to  die 

\  court  of  France.  On  Friday  morning  count  dc  Ro- 
1  chambeau  and  adm.  Ternay  fet  off  on  their  return  to 
Newport,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  American  gen- 
tlemen commenced  their  return  to  the  camp.  During 
their  abfence  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  importance  had 
been  made,  viz.  a  fcheme  for  delivering  Weft  Point 
into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Gen.  Armdd^ 
who  had  the  command  of  that  poft,  was  brave  but  mer« 
cenary,  fond  of  parade  and  extremely  defiraus  of  ac^ 
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1780.  and  admiral  Tcrnay  at  Hartford.    The  general  iwttt 
the  reft  of  the  company  muftered  up  and  borrowed  all 
;   the  money  they  could,  in  order  to  pay  their  expences* 
They  could  procure  no  more  than  eight  thoufand  paper 
/   dollars.    Such  was  the  fcarcity  even  of  that  depreciated 
•    commodity  at  camp.     Before  they  quitted  the  New 
York  ftate,   they  had  expended  more  than  half  their 
/     ftock ;  and  were  not  a  litde  pained  with  the  idea  of  their 
being  foon  incapable  of  difcharging  the  landlord's  de- 
mand.   They  put  on  a  good  countenance  when  in  Con-* 
nedbicut;  called  for  what  they  wanted,  and  were  well 
fupplied  :  but  the  thought  of  reckoning  with  their  hoft 
damped  their  pleafure.    However  to  their  great  joy, 
when  the  bills  were  called  for,  they  were  informed,  that 
the  governor  of  Connefticut  had  ^ven  orders  that  they 
fliould  pay  nothing  in  that  ftate,  but  fliould  be  at  free 

^  ^  coft.    They  met  the  French  general  and  admiral  on 

21.  Thurfday  the  21ft  of  September  at  the  place  appcnnted. 
Gen.  Wafhington  in  his  conference  with  the  count,  ftated 
the  army,  in  the  quarter  he  commanded,  for  the  next 
campaign,  at  fifteen  thoufand  operative  continental 
troops.  On  the  idea  of  15,000,  a  memorial  with  a 
plan  of  the  next  campaign  has  been  tranfinitted  to  the 

\  court  of  France.  On  PViday  morning  count  dc  Ro- 
1  chambeau  and  adm.  Ternay  let  off  on  their  return  to 
I  Newport,  and  on  Saturday  morning  the  American  gen- 
tlemen commenced  their  return  to  the  camp.  Dining 
their  abfence  a  difcovery  of  the  utmoft  importance  had 
been  made,  viz.  a  fcheme  for  delivering  Weft  Point 
into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  Gen.  Amdd^ 
who  had  the  command  of  that  poft,  was  brave  but  mer« 

cenary,  fond  of  parade  and  extremely  defirous  of  ac-- 
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quiring  money  to  defray  the  experices  of  it.  When  he  j-^ 
entered  Philadelphia  after  the  evacuation^  he  made 
governor  Penn's,  the  beft  houfe  in  it,  his  head  quarters.. 
This  he  furnifhed  in  a  very  coftly  manner,  and  lived  in 
a  ftile  far  beyond  his  income.  He  continued  his  extra* 
vagant  courfe  of  living;  was  unfuccefsful  in  trade  and 
privateerings  his  funds  were  exhaufted,  and  his  cre- 
ditors importunate,  while  his  luft  for  high  life  was  not 
in  the  leaft  afluaged.  About  July,  1779,  he  exhibited  ^ 
heavy  accounts  and  demands  againft  the  public:  the 
commiflioners,  upon  examination,  rejefted  about  one 
half  of  the  amount.  He  appealed  to  cqngrefs,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  who  were  of  opinion,  that 
the  commiflioners  had  allowed  more  than  the  general  had 
a  right  to  expe£t  or  demand.  This  provoked  him  to 
outrageous  expreflions  and  proceedings.  Difgufted  at 
the  treatment  he  had  met  with,  embarraflcd  in  his  cir- 
cumftanccs,  and  having  a  growing  expenfive  family,  he 
turned  his  thoughts  toward  bettering  his  fortune  by  new 
means.  Major  Andre,  adjutant  general  to  the  Britilh 
army,  a  rifmg  young  officer  of  great  hope  and  merit, 
had  commenced  a  correfpondence  with  Mrs.  Arnold  in 
1779,  under  the  plea  of  fupplying  her  with  milinary^ 
whether  it  was  continued  and  covertly  improved  by  the 
general,  without  her  being  in  the  leaft  privy  to  it,  till 
ripened  into  the  fcheme  of  giving  up  Weft  Point,  i$ 
not  yet  afcertained.  But  the  defign  is  generally  thought 
to  have  been  fometime  in  agitation* 

For  the  fpeedy  completion  of  the  negotiation  that 
was  carrying  on  between  Sir  Henry  and  g;en.  Arnold, 
the  Vulture  floop  of  war  was  ftationed  in  the .  North 
River,  at  fuch  a  diftancc  from  the  Acaeficaix  pofts,  as 

Vol.  III.  I  i  without 
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*;^'withou;  excirirg  fufpiclon,  would  Icrvc  fbr  the  nedeffiiy 
communicarion.  Before  this,  a  written  carrc^x>iid£ncTj 
through  other  channek,  had  been  maincaincd  between 
Arnold  and  Andre  at  Nev/  York,  under  the  names  of 
Guftavus  and  Anderfon,     The  ncccflarjr  arrangeuicms 

^^^*  being  rhade,  a  boat  was  fent  at  night  from  the  ihore  to 
the  Vulture  to  fetch  major  Andre,  which  brou^t  him 
to  the  beach  without  the  pofts  of  either  army,  ^rhere  he 
met  Arnold.  Day  light  approaching,  he  was  told  that 
he  inuft  be  concealed  until  the  next  night.  In  order  to 
it,  he  was  conducted  within  one  of  the  American 
pods,  againft  his  previous  ftipulation,  intention  and 
knowledge.  He  continued  i^ith  Arnold  during  thfe 
following  day.  The  next  night  the  1x>atm'en  re- 
fufing  to  conduft  him  back  tb  the  Vulttife,  which  had 
(hifted  her  pofition,  as  fhe  lay  expofed  to  the  firt  of  a 
cannon  fent  to  annoy  her,  he  was  obliged  to  concert  his 
rfcape  by  land.  He  quitted  his  uniform,  which  he  had 
hitherto  worn  under  a  furtbut,  for  a  common  cfo^t;  aiifl 
was  furniflied  with  a  horfe,  and  under  the  nanfl^  of  John 
Anderfon  with  a  paflport  from  Arnold,  to  go  to  dde 
lines  at  White  Plains,  or  lower  if  he  thought  [Jroper, 
he  being  on  public  bufinefs.  He  purfued  his  journey 
alone  to  New  York,  paDTed  all  the  guards  and  pdJds  oh 
the  foad- without  fufpicion^,  and  Was  much  elateii  lishe 

^3.  travelled  on  the  next  day,  ^ith  the  thought  df. his'hiving 
fucceeded;-  But  unhappily  for  him,  though  pWVideii- 
tially  for  the  Americans,  three  of  the  New  York  ftiili- 
tiiy '  John  Pauldingy  David  Williams ^  and  Ifaac  Van  Vert^ 
were  with  others  out  on  fcoiiting  between  the  oUt-pdfts 
of  the  two  armies.  One  of  them  fpraiig  from  his  CO- 
vcrt,  and  Teittd  Andre's  horfe  by  the'bi'idle.    Thciiiii 
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bawri  Tr:'r*^  a*id  consaiii^  ccarr  rmrnf  of  -rbc  fear 
of  ::ri*:  fvr^r.,  ori-iiTict  arid  orSrirs  ar  Wc5:  Pcanr  jmd 

rt  or:vtnc.tr*:i^'^  ^iti  trj^  ar!£jirr  ardc^  crijaca!  re- 

tiJA  w^t  orc:L*'-2n:v  on  dutr  to  mzn  ibf!i:,  22ad 

of  2  f*-tv;: '/  nr.'srt^ri  Azt  had  bttn  laSi'befxir  a 

c/  »sr  Ir.-  tht  c*>rr.rrajjdtr  in  chitfi  oc  tic  fixdi  of  the 

mor/h-     Tr/rib  papr^  wtrc  cncio&d  in  a  packet  to 

WaJhir.gtor,  acconr.par-kd  with  a  kiicr  from 

pjntr^  avoiding  WmSclf  to  be  ir^or  J(^  Andre, 

tant  g'mcral  to  the  Bntifli  army^  relatii^  tbc 

of  hh  czyt'2TC,  and  cndcavouring^  to  fliow  that  lie  <fid 

not  come  under  the  deicription  of  a  Ipy ;  and  were  fijr- 

wardtd  by  Jameion.     Waihington  was  upon  his  retarn 

'  -from  Hartford^  and  the  melTenger  miiTed  him  by  takii^ 
a  different  road  from  that  on  whkrh  die  genera!  was. 
I'hrough  this  accident  and  the  man's  being  obligjcd  to 
make  a  circuity  the  letter  to  Arnold,  informing  him  of 
Anderfon's  capture,   reached  him  fome  hours  before 

J  Wafhington  arrived  at  his  quarters.  No  Iboner  had  he 
i*  received  it,  than  he  haftened  on  board  the  Vulture, 
which  lay  fome  miles  below  Stoney  and  Verplank's 
points.  The  commander  in  chief  croffed  over  to  Weft 
Point,  and  cxpcdled  to  meet  him  there:  when  he  re- 
turned, the  caufe  of  Arnold's  abfence  was  foon  difco- 
vcrcd  upon  opening  the  packet  from  Jamefon,  which 
had  arrived  in  the  mean  while.  His  excellency  imme^ 
iliatcly  ordered  two  brigades  from  the  main  army  to 
thcfc  pofts,  and  took  ample  meafures  for  their  fccurity^ 
Andre  had  been  full  forty-eight  hours  in  cuftody,  before 
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#7fc.  fult  with  refpeft  to  the  Americans.  Such  a  ftroke  coutf 
fcarceiy  have  been  recovered.  Independent  of  the  lo6 
of  artillery  and  (lore?,  fuch  a  deftrucdon  of  their  difci  - 
plined  force,  end  many  of  their  beft  officers,  muft  have 
been  faral.  The  Britifh  mi?ht  aifo  have  turned  their 
whole  force  againfl:  the  French  fitet  and  troops  at  Rhode 
Ifland :  for  thev  had  received  a  confiderable  naval  rein- 
forcemeat  by  the  arrival  of  adm.  Rodney  with  leveni 
Alps  of  the  line  from  the  Weft  Indies,  on  the  13th  of 
September.  Whether  his  coming  to  New  York  was  iq 
the  leaft  under  the  influence  of  flattering  prolpc6ts,  tipon 
Weft  Point's  being  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  Bri* 
tilh,  will  be  matter  of  conjecture  among  many. 

General  Wafhington  appointed  a  board*  of  fburtcen 

general  officers  (of  whom  were  the  marquis  dc  la  Fsycttv 

and  baron  de  Steuben)  with  the  aflMlancc  of  the  judgy 

advocate  general,  John  Laurence,  [gen.  M^Dougall's 

fon-in-law]  to  examine  into  and  to  report  a  precife  flate 

of  major  Andre's  cafe ;  and  to  determine  what  light  he 

g      was  to  be  confidered  in,   and  to  what  punifliment  he 

t^f    was  liable.     Andre  difdaining  all  fubterfugc  and  cvar 

fion,  and  fl:udying  only  to  place  his  charafter  in  io  feir 

.  a  light,  as  might  prevent  its  being  fliaded  by  prefeAt 

/  circumftances,  voluntarily  confeffed  more  than  he.wos 

'   aflcecj ;  and  fought  not  to  palliate  any  thing  relating  to 

himfelf,  while  he  concealed,  with  the  moft  guarded' anc| 

fcrupulous  nicety,  whatever  might  involve  others.     Being 

interrogated  by  the  board,  with  refpeft  to  his  conception  ' 

of  coming  on  fhorc  under  the  fanftion  of  a  flag,  be  fai4 

witli  a  noble  franknefs  of  mind,   that  if  he  had,  he 

Triight  certainly  have  returned  under  it.     The  board  wa* 

f  jficcedingly  ftruck  with  bis  candor  and  magnanimitjr  j ' 

aii4 
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1780.  as  a  matter  of  the  highcft  moment  to  humanity,  that 
the  general  (hould  fully  underftand  the  whole  ftatc  of 
the  bufinefs,  before  he  proceeded  to  carry  the  judgment 
of  the  board  into  execution.  Gen.  Greene,  who  had 
been  prefident  of  it,  was  appointed  to  meet  Robertfon, 
but  the  others  were  not  permitted  to  come  on  Ihorc. 
Robertfon  ufed  his  utmoft  ingenuity  to  (how,  that  Andre 
did  not  come  within  the  charafter  and  defcription  of  a 
fpy.  As  Greene  was  far  from  admitting  either  his  fa£ts 
or  conclufions,  Robertfon  wiftied  that  the  opinions  of 
difinterefted  gentlemen  might  be  taken  on  the  fubjeA, 
and  propofed  Knyphaufen  and  Rochambeau  as  proper 
J)erfons.  Humanity  was  the  laft  firing  touched.  Ro- 
bertfon faid,  he  wilhed  an  intercourfe  of  fuch  civilities  as 
might  leffen  the  horrors  of  war  5  and  quoted  inftances 
of  Clinton's  merciful  difpofition.  He  held  out,  that 
major  Andre  poffefled  a  great  fhare  of  that  gentleman's 
cfteem ;  and  that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged  if  he 
was  fpared.  He  offered,  if  the  former  was  admitted  to 
return  with  him  to  New  York,  to  engage  that  any  pcr- 
fon  whatever,  who  was  named,  fliould  be  fet  at  liberty. 
/  Gen.  Robertfon  having  failed  in  his  other  attempts,  pre- 
\  fented  a  long  letter  from  Arnold  to  gen.  Wafhington, 
filled  with  threats  in  cafe  Andre  fhould  fufFer,  and  inib- 
:  lently  making  the  American  commander  anfwerable  for 
the  torrents  of  blood  that  might  be  fpilt,  in  confequence 
of  his  difregarding  the  warning,  and  ordering  the  exe- 
cution of  Andre.  The  prefentment  of  fuch  a  letter  was 
confidered  as  no  lefs  an  abfurdity  than  the  writing  of  it. 
oa.  On  Oftober  the  2d  the  tragedy  was  clofed.  The 
*•  major  was  fuperior  to  the  terrors  of  death :  but  the  dif- 
graceful  mode  of  dying,  which  the  ufage  of  war  had 
I  annexe^ 
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M*^faitty  efteemed  and  regretted.  The  fympathy  he  h^ 
Qxcked  in  die  American  arnny  was  perhaps  unexaiq(ip](ed> 
liftder  any  fimilar  circumftances. 
oa.  *:  General  Wafhingtx)n  thus  exprefled  himfelf  upon  tkift 
'^*  ^j4iole  bufinefe  in  a  private  letter—"  Jn  no  inftance  Caco 
the  connmencement  of  the  war>  has  the  intierpofit^n  of 
Providence  appes^red  more  remarkably  conipicuousjp 
thaa  in  the  reicue  of  the  pod  and  garrifon  -of  Weft 
Point  .     How   far  Ar^ 

noid.  meant  to  involve  me  in  the  cataftrophe  of  thi« 
pkce.>  does  not  appear  by  any  indubitable  evidiencei 
ajad  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think,  he  did  pot  wfja  to 
ha!(ard  the  more  important  obje<5t  ,   hj 

attempting  to  combine  two  events,  the  lefler  of  whici> 
ifti^t  have  marred  the  greater.     A  combinatioQ  of  ex-* 
tr^erdinary  circumftances,  and  unaccountable  doj^o-iv^^ 
tidn  of  prefence  of  mind  in  a  man  of  the  firft  abilitiies^ 
4pd  the  virtue  of  three  militia  men,  threw  the  adj,v|tam 
general  of  the  Britiih  forces  (with  fujl  proof  of  Arnold'^ 
intention)    into  our  hands;  and  but  for  the  egregioiui 
(    £bUy,  or  the  bewildered  conception  of  lieut.  coL  Jamc^ 
j    fofi,  who  feemed  loft  in  aftoniftiment|  and  not  to  hayQ^ 
I    known  what  he  was  doing,  I  ftiould  undoubtedly. have 
gotten  Arnold.     Andre  has  met  hi^  fate,  and  with  that 
fortitude  which  was  to  be  expefted  from  an  accompliIhGd 
.  man  and  a  gallant  officer :  but  I  am  miftaken  if  Arnol4 
!  ii  undergoing  at  this  time,  the  torments  of  a  menta4 
'  h^U."     The  unhappy  event  of  which  Arnold's  projc& 
WW  produdtive,  the  death  of  major  Andre,  deeply  af- 
fedieii  the  whole  royal  army.    Arnold  was  made  a  ^^U 
«&  brigadier  general  in  America  j  and  it  was  hopedj 
th«  with  the  iaid  of  the  loy^lifts  mi  the  difcontcmt^  of 
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1780.  which  he  reckoned  would  place  under  Cornwallis's  or- 
ders full  11,306  effedlive  rank  and  file,  including  Lcf- 
lie's  corps. 

General  Walhington  made  a  propofition  to  Sir  H. 
Clinton  for  the  exchange  of  a  nunaber  of  officers,  which 
was  not  acceded  to.  A  general  exchange  being  what 
the  other  fmcerely  wiftied,  a  propofition  to  that  purpofc 
was  returned.  The  Britilh  gen.  Phillips,  and  the  Ame- 
rican gen.  Lincoln,  were  employed  for  the  fettling  of  a 
cartel.  The  former  fuppofed,  that  the  reafon  why  tlic 
Americans  declined  the  exchange  of  privates,  was  an 
unwillingnefs  to  throw  into  the  hands  of  their  enemy,  in 

.  the  middle  of  an  aftive  campaign,  fuch  ^  reinforcement 
as  they  would  receive  by  an  exchange  of  all  the  privates. 
To  obviate  this ,  difficulty,  Phillips  mentioned,  th^t  the 
exchange  of  the  privates  might  be  poftponed  to  ibme 
future  day  that  might  be  agreed  on.  Lincoln,  on  the 
25th  of  September,  expreffed  his  defire  in  writing,  that 
this  might  remove  the  objeftions  which  had  exiftcd  againft 
an  exchange  of  privates.  He  wrote  on  Oftober  the  i ft 
to  the  Maflachufetts  and  the  South  Carolina  delegates, 
and  to  gen.  Sullivan,  ngw  on?  of  the  .New  Hampflwre 
reprefentatives  in  congrefs — "  The  enemy  have  made  4 
propofition  for  a  general  exchange.  I  think  policy,  juf- 
tice  and  humanity  demand  it  on  our  part.  I  cannot  but 
hope  you  will  be  with  me  in  opinion :  if  fo  the  propofi-. 

,  tion  will  have  your  fupport  and  intereft/^  At  length 
an  exchange  of  all  officers,   prifoqers  of  >var^  on  both 

'  fides,  including  fuch  as  were  upon  their  parples  in  New 
York  or  in  Great  Britain,  was  fetded.  The  exchange 
comprehended  alfo  an  equivalent  of  Britifli  and  German 
foldiers,  prifoners  of  war>  fpf  thofe  Americans  that  were 
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Mijtok  miles  to  the  fort,  and  reduced  it  almdft  infbtttdjf.     ThA 
enemy  had  ^  killed  ^and  wounded.    He  captivated  X 
lieut,  colonel,  i  captain j  and  5  5  privates ;  deftroycd  400 
tons  of  hay,  and  returned  without  further  lofs  than  one 
j  private  wounded.     Congrefs  have  at  length  ^eternnined 
i  upon  having  a  permanent  army*    They  ought  before 
I  to  have  gotten  rid  of  an  error^  which  the  experience  ^ 
^  nfiankind  has  exiploded^  viz.  the  carrying  on-  a  -wm 
with  militia,  or  which  is  nearly  the  fame,  temporary-  lc-» 
)   vies.     America  has  been  amufed  .almofl:  out  of  bcr  li- 
■    berties*     The  behaviour  of  the  militia  upon  one  and 
;  a;iother  occafion,  has  been  unreafonably  ei^oiled^  hy 
j  men  who  judge  only  from  the  furface,  by  others  who 
j  had  particular  views  in.mifreprefenting>  and  by  vifionary 
I   men  whofe  credulity  eafily  fwallowed  every  vagiie  ftoryj 
'    in  fupport  of  a  favorite  hypothefis.     Some  of  the  firft 
generals  in  the  American  fervice,  are  'ready  folemnly  to 
declare,  that  they. never  were  witneffes  to  a  fingle  iiiftance 
during  this  conteft,  that  can  countenance  an  opinion*  of 
militia  or  raw  troops  being  fit  for  the  real  hufmefs  rf 
Sighting.    How  little  dependence  can  be  had  upon  fiip- 
plies  by  new  levies,  the  laft  campaign  may  ferve  to  Ihaw; 
By  a  return  on  the. 1 6th  of  Auguft  it  appeared,  that  gen* 
Wafhingtori  had   received   from  New  HamjJ(hire'  to 
Pennfylvania  inclufive,  no  more  than  6,143;  ^^'^  ^^^ 
the  deficiency  within  the  fame  circuit  was  10,3^.  Rhode 
Ifland  was.  the  leaft  deficient  in  proportion  ttf  its  num* 
hers,  and  Pennfylvania  the  moil.    MafTachufetts  had  in 
the  army  double  the  number  of  any  other  of  the-  ftaces 
north  of  Maryland.    What  few  troops  the  genecal  had 
-with  him,  pleafed  him  Tiowever  by  the  rapid  jprogreft 
itey  oiadcin  military  difcipfoc* 
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have  followed  i  and  a  predatory  war  beea  carried  on^  171^1 
tending  neither  to  fubjugation  nor  reconciliation^  but  the 
reverfe.     While  thefe  have  beeji  the  operations  vpoot 
the  maritincie  coafts  of  the  continent,  the  back  fettle* 
ments  and  bland  frontiers  have  been  ravaged  by  the  ini-. 
mical  Indians,  their  tory  aflbciates,  and  a  number  of 
Britiih  regulars.    The  New  York  ftatp  fuffere^d  the  moftji 
by  parties  under  major  Carleton,  Sir  John  J.ohnfon,  *and 
capt.  Brandt.    In  the  beginning  of  Augufl^  they  burnt 
more  than  50  houfes  and  47  barns,  thq  principal  part  of 
Caoijohary,  a  fine  fettlement  about  56  miles  from  Al- 
bany.    They  deftroyed  2J.  houfes  at  Schoharie;    and? 
at  Norman's  Creek  20.    In  Odober  their  irrupiion& 
were  renewed.     Stone  Arabia  and  Canaghfioraga  were     ' 
attacked,  and  Schoharie  afrefh ;  and  a  great  exteiit  of 
country  about  the  Mohawk  river  was  laid  wafte*    A 
number  of  the  fetders  were  killed,  and  more  made  pri- 
foners.     Sir  John  Johnfon  was  obliged  to  fight  jthem  re- 
peatedly ',  but  was  careful^  Indian  like,  not  to  ftay  long 
enough  in  any  one  place,  to  admit  of  his  enemy's  coU 
ledting  a  fufficient  force  to  bring  on  a  decifive  adtioiu 
My  next  will  moft  probably  contain  an  account  of  de-s*  r 
predations  in  another  quarter,  as  gen*  Arnojd  failed  from  1 
Sandy  Hook  on  the  21ft  of  December,  with  a  body  of  j 
troops  under  his  command  on  an  expedition* 

Odiober  the  5th,  the  Maflachufetts  general  court  ad* 
journed.  The  lafl  a6t  they  pafled  was—"  Anadt  toin^ 
corporate  an  academy  in  the  town  of  Andover,  by  the 
name  of  Phillips* s  academy."  No  bufinefe  requiring  anoi- 
ther  meeting,  they  ceafed  of  courfe.  .The  Wednefciay. 
three  weeks,  the  25  th  of  that  month,  was  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  the  general  jsledtion  agreej^bte  to  the  new  cqp^ 
.   Vol.  III.  K  k     .  Ititution^ 
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